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Spring Weekend 2014: Out of this World 

Despite rain and cancellations, Spring Weekend a success 

MONICA VENDITUOLI '15 / WEB EDITOR 

Neither rain nore shine could deter spring weekend festivities. Students en1oyed events and activities all weekend. 

BY ALLISON TETREAULT '14 
SENIOR EDITOR 

0 
n Thursday, Friday, Satur
day, and Sunday, Whea
ton students were giddy 

with excitement as they traversed 
the campu in shorts, t-shirts, and 
rain jackets. Even as a teady mist 
fell on the Dimple, p ople excited
ly traver ed from food in Emerson, 
to food trucks in the field in front 
of the library and to the various ac
tivities in Balfour. 

Spring Weekend started on 
Thursday with The Ablcndgers As
semble Jam, a superhero-themed a 
cappell'a performance with musi
cal covers of both pop and oldies. 
Dimple Diver also p rforrned that 
night to a supportive audience in 
Erner on Dining 1 Iall. Also, the 
indie band 1he Tins from Buf
falo, N.Y. performed in Balfour 
and gained uproariou applause to 
their indie rendition of the hit song 
"Let It Go" from Frozen. Those 

who were up to it also participated 

in Cosmic Karaoke. 
On Friday, the Head of the Pea

cock Regatta regaled students a 
they watched from a sunny Chapel 
Field. Some boat - such as one 
created by freshmen Colin Coco 
'17, Forest Smock '17, and Dan 
Dickerson '17 - sunk immediate
ly. Others - such as some created 
by Outdoors House and Women's 
Synchronized Swimming Team -
were very competitive. 1he Wom
en's Synchronized Swimming team 
won with a clever racing boat. 

After the race finished, stu
dents could jump in an inflatable 
obstacle course, buy Tints ~un
glasses created by student business 
leaders, and dance to the tunes of 
Wheaton's steel pan band 1he Ly
min' Lyons and Reptar, who define 
their influences as "disco, space, 
the dream operator, and noise" on 
their Facebook page. In the e e
ning, students went to Chase for 
Moonwalk to the Middle Ea. t, with 

Mediterranean food sponsored by 
Aramark and hookahs spon ored 
by Middle East Awarene Club. 

Of cour e, Chiddy Bang per
formed Friday night after student 
DJs Kevin A. Gil '16, Joh Gomez 
'15, and David Ga sen '16. "The 
rapper performed for over an hour, 
a significantly long period of time 
for someone pitting out rhymes. 
He also expre sed enthusiasm for 
the campus and freestylcd about 
topics students hurned out such 
as Trybe. While there wa a long 
wait time before he came on, he 
delivered an enjoyable concert that 
involved the audience. 

On Saturday, activities, besides 
the food trucks, commenced in
doors. There was a beer garden, 
an lnstagram printing station, a 
smoothie area, an inflatable bun
gee run, and a concert with The 
Skins, a fun mdie band with a 
strong female lead singer. 

That night, students could 
dance i~ Balfour lo a silent rave. 

Many students, such a Jan Cur 
ran '17, appreciated the ability to 
dance with headphones in. 

"Jt was a completely unique 
experience and provided a whole 
different atmo phere from the 
Chiddy concert the previous night. 
It gave you complete control of the 
experience but didn't take away 
from all the social and energetic 
aspects you expect of a loud speak
er dance:• he said. 
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Finally, students could wind 
down at the Lyon's Den with a 
brunch of hot breakfa t and made
to-order omelettes, while sur
rounded by the sounds of Lux De
luxe and Wheaton' own Electri 
Animal. 

Overall, pring \ eckend 2014 
was a succe , thanks to Bailey Mc
William '14 and the Programming 
Council's hard work despite can
cellations and weather. 

Weather 
Wednesday. Rainy at 52" F 

Thursda : Rainy 64° F 

Fnday· S,mny 64° F 
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LEITER FROM THE EDITOR 
"Ibis is it- my last letter as 

Editor-in-Chief of the I \'ire. 

\•Vhoa. 

First off, I am thrilled to in

troduce Alex Butcher-Nesbitt 

as the next Editor-in-Chief ol 

our paper. Alex will hdm the 

~Vir,, attcr three years of expe 

rience as a writer a.nd editor. 

1 le's an irnrncnsdy talented 

journabst and a lovely pcrstrn, 

~omcone who is puis..:d lo take 

the Wire lo th..: next lcvd. I'm so 

excited for you to get lo know 

him thrm1gh his letters and his 

leadership. 

Now, it'-. timi: for some 

thank -yous. I ,wuldn't bi: who l 

am lodar wllhout these people. 

'lhank you lo Pmfc~s<1r Po

lanichka, mr mentor, mr ~~•11 • 

10r advisor. and my friend. You 

shaped m>' college exr~·rkncc 

more than anyone else and per-

you're actually the coolest, and 

I hope we get to hang out and 

have a life-changing experience 

in Mexico very, very soon. Ma.'<. 

Glick and 1l1omas Holmes, 

I couldn't pick cooler, more 

down to-earth guys to love mu 

sic with. Brea Davies. thank you 

for being s.om.:one with whom 

I fed such a naturol connection. 

l miss you, and I alsu have a lct 

kr for you that is long ovc,1duc-. 

Tasha Piiraincn, Alex Dyck, 

Brent Landry, Amanda Sur

rclle, Emily Rulscm, Reka Rryer, 

1-iylham Bakir, Catherine Per

kins, Julie Bogen, Mcag,m Ca 

gnon, Lauren Gn<ldnrd: I ft'cl su 

incredibly lucky t.hat I met you 

.ind lhat I moved thmugh col 

lege with you as friends. Don't 

know what I did to deserv.: 

y'all. but I feel blcs~l·d. Savan

nah Tenney, you've been a great 

has resonated with me in a big 

Wi:l)'s At first, I w11nt,;:d lo run 

away from home-1 was im

mature a.nd l didn't realize just 

what I had. I soon found out, 

though, that New I Jampshirc 

is the place for me, that l love 

it and I love all of you from the • 

603. John Boynton and Tay

lor Hillsgrove, I couldn't haw 

picked cooler guys to grow up 

with. Mike Lamhert and Jt1mes 

Fournier, yC>u were thc best best 

friends I can possibly imagine 

having, anJ I'll never forget 

all t hl! sleepovers and the early 

morning games {>f manhunt 

and prom night and all tht: 

other stuff fro,.en in mr ht·ad 

forever. Shannon McNaught, 

we never made it to ,\ntarctica, 

but our friendship has becn 

arnaz.ing and amazingl}' im• 

portant lo me. Merry Young. I 

haps more than rem know. I'm fricnd and the most unsung wish we were closer, but I can 

sorr)' I haven't bc..:n around this 

sem~·stttr; I'm trying so, so hard 

to finish strong. 

'!bank you to Dean Lee Wil

liams, who has consistently 

made writing these letters fun 

and interesting. Our back-,md 

forths were some of the most 

intcllectt1ally stimulating con

vcrsaLions I had at \Vheaton. 

'!hanks to all my friends al 

Whcaton. Chase Armstrong, 
yot1'rc o.ne of the best friends 

l\•c ever had and will ever hav,e. 

L especially enjoy your devil's 

advocate pcrspcctive. On a 

serious note, you're a lovely 

person, very photogenic, and 

I hope lo be living with you in 

Boston soon. Tom Van Duyne, 

you've been a great friend, 

NCAA partner, roommate, 

beer advocate, disturbing/im

mature song co-lyricist, and 

ramcn expert. Adam Askew, all 

the concerts and hangouts and 

night drives and talks h:ivc been 

cathartic anJ ab~t1lutely vital

chcer~ to many more . .l\laddic 

Sulliv,m, I'm so glad l got the 

opportunity tu med you (and 

thnt you brought the bl!a\lti

ful Colin Coco into my life). 

You're amazing, m1d rm guing 

to mi~, you dcarlr. Tom Brcga

ni. I could tal, \,ith you about 

Neil all day-and rw certainly 

done that more than once. Bri 

an Tencunas, I knew you w,e,re 

right all along. Jenno DcStcph, 

Wire hero imaginable. J know 

you're going to do grcat things, 

and 1 c:,,in't wait to watch. Aaron 

Hoffman, thanks for telling me 

that yot1 were goillg lo make an 

awesome band .u1d then pro

ceeding to do JUSt that. George 

l\.1atthiessen, you are the Green 

Mario to rny Red Luigi. Love 

you, ma.n. Rachael Blanchard, 

thank you for showing me just 

how amazing people can be, 

and fo, putting up with my 

weirdness. And yeah, I did e.it 

your Doritos that one time 

when l blamed Joey (love you 

too. Joey). Ryan Dill, I guess 

you're pretty cool. As [ wrote 

this, Jenna told me that your 

mom's cooking is pretty good. 

So that's something. Seriously, 

you're the best. Allie Tetreault: 

we did it. Wire. Blend. Living 

togethe1·. And I'm pretty sure 

we still love each other (fingers 

cros ecl on that). It's been an 

honor working with you and a 

blast being your friend (twin?). 

Nick Strankre. frum h,rnchhakc 

partners to perma-fn::inds. An 

excellent evolution, no duubt. 

Tcikyo l\.fowcha111: th~· woods 

will never be the same. "Jlnanks 

for helping me so much over 

these four years. 

Thank you to my home. 

Ginnie Pinard once told me to 

never forget whine I came from 

(among other mind-blowing 

things), and that statement 

confidently say that you're my 

favorite Pats fan m the history 

of Pat6 fans. Mad r~spect. Eve

ryone dse from New llamp

shirc: thank you for the support 

and the love. I'm coming borne 

soon. 

Thank you to the Blend. 

You are my family and you all 

changed my life for the betler. 

So proud of what we've accom

plished thi~ year. Keep singing, 

loves. 

1hank you to the Wheaton 

Wine. Working with eveq•one 

on this staff has been an honor 

and a privilege. Keep pushing 

forward. 

Thank you to my famil >'

I have a mom who would do 

anything to support me, a dad 

I consider my very best friend, 

and a sister with whom I share a 

truly special bond that (thank• 

fully) oLLtlastcd the teasing. I 

love you all. 

Finally, thank you, reader. 

Thi~ is the last you will hear 

from me in thi~ space, but I 

hope that you keep reading. 

Until then. best tJC luck to you, 

ond thnnk you for you; support. 

"Ibis would not have worked 

without you. 

Chee.rs, 

Alex 

RAFFlC Fire Lane Violation 
fonday Apr 14, 20 I 4 al I (,:25 
ocation : MEADOWS HALL EAST 

Sumnrnry: Vehicle parked in fire lam.:, citation issued. 
isposilion:Closed 

ISTURBING Yandn!tsm 
l\foodoy Apr 14. 2014 at 17:41 
Location : MEADOWS I I ALL CENTER 

ummary: Report of ceiling crarkcd by C room and ~omc picres had fallen to floor. 
isposition:Clo,,,ed 

fRAFFIC Motor Vehicle accident 
ednesday Apr 16, 2014 at 15:00 

Location : PUBLIC SAPETY OFFJCE 
Summary: PSO discovered damngc to the rear of Vehicle 56. 

1EDICAL Medical Incident 
ursduyApr 17,2014at 11:52 

,Location: MEADOWS HALL EAST 

SummiH): Caller reports ~tudcnt very sick in :'vlcadows, Norton rescue responding. 
Disposition: Clo~cJ 

MEDfCAL Ml"dirnl lncid0nt 
hursday Apr 17, 2014 at 14:33 
ocation : BEI\RD I IALL 

Summary: RP sllltc, he n:ccin·d a disturbing text, ~tudcnt transponcd to counsding 

MEDICAL Medical Tran~port 
hursday Apr 17, 2014 at 23:51 

Loculiun : MEADOWS HALL NORTH 
'ummary: Stuqent rcqm:st1ng transport to Sturdy l-foNpittll. 
ispos i tion :Closed 

ERVICE Check on Well Being 

riday Apr I 8. 2014 at 00:50 
ocatton : MEADOWS HALL EAST 
umrnary: RP reports student with medical concern. student located. 
isposition:Closed 

ISTURBJNG Vandalism 
aturday Apr 19, 2014 at 02:08 
ocation: CHASE DINING HALL 
ummary: Graffiti found by Chase square and on several other campus building. 
i.sposition:Pending 

ISTURBING Disorderly Condurt 
Saturday Apr 19. 2014 at 0-tOO 

ocation : CLARK HALL 
ummary: Yelling from area of Clark Hall common room. 
isposi I ion :Closed 

IRE SAFETY Fire/Smoke Condition 
aturday Apr 19, 2014 at 15:23 

.ocation: CLAPP STREET 
'ummary: Sgt finds g,roup in the wood~ with an illcg,tl fire. 
is)X)sition:Clo~cd 

ISTlJRBING Disorderly Conduct 
aturday Apr 19, 2014 at 20:56 
orncion: POWER PLANT 
u11unary: Worker report~ unknown man urinating on building. unable to )oc::ite. 
isposition:Closcd 

unduy 1\pr 20, 201-l at 15:~3 
Location : MEADOWS HALL NORTH 
ummary: RP repm1ed she injured h~r left ankle last ~vcning. 
isposition:Closed 

RAFFIC Motor Vd1iclc accident 
unday Apr 20, 2014 ::it 18:45 

ation : PARKlNG LOT 10 
unlffiary: NPD reports minor MV accident in lot JO. No injuries reported. 
isposition:Closcd 
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Chance the Rapper and Chiddy Bang: A transition in hype 
BY JORDANA JOY '17 
COMMENTARY EDITOR 

To say the least, we were 
all well infonned that 
Chance the Rapper was 

unable to appear at Wheaton 
this past Spring Weekend. With 
his lack of appearance came the 
slow downward trickle of the 
hype that urrounded the raper on 
campus. The quick replacement 
of Chance with Chiddy Bang was 
both impressive and necessary 
in sustaining the same levels of 
potential adrenaline regarding 
Spring Weekend as a whole. The 
attention that was drawn to the 
performance on Friday night 
seemed to be just as necessary 
a the quality of the performer 
himself. 

Although excitement, expecta
tions, and energy may have been 
higher had Chance been able to 
perform on Friday, these char
acteristic are subjective. It i 
difficult to compare the energy 
charged behind both Chance and 
Chiddy due to the circumstances 
that they had been placed under. 
However, it i the transition of the 
energy and hype that propelled 
the ultimate performance forward 
from what had been e pected of 

Chiddy Bang 

Spring Weekend. 
There were many mixed feel

ings about Chance the Rapper's 
appearance leading up to Spring 
Weekend, and the ultimate disap
pointing news that he had became 
severely ill in the week leading 
up to his perfonnance. Some, in
cluding myself, were absolutely 
thrilled that he would being com
ing 10 Wheaton. As a nipper build
ing an increa ingly positive repu
tation in the industry, many were 
he itant merely because they had 
never heard of him or of his work. 
Unfamiliarity, in this context, 
reputation does not work well a. 
a fluid motivator in supporting 
the decision of the Programming 
Council. Chance's work is tarting 
to carve a very important path in 
the music industry, and his fluency 
in atlention and adaplation to both 
the conventional and hi own per-
onal voice and "flow". Chance's 

hype took a large amount of tirr~c 
to fully develop, and just when 111s 
hype had peaked, he was unable 
to perfonn. This created a ma ive 
sigh of disappointment within the 
Wheaton community, but the po
tential for a decent replacement 
was on the campus' horizon. 

In the hort amount of time 
given and taken to find a replace-

Chance the Rapper. 

ment, Chiddy Bang felt like more 
of a sigh of relief than a . park of 
excitement that slightly resembled 
that of Chance. Many individu
al were actually more excited 
to attend Chiddy's perfonnance 
than Chance's (or so I heard). I, 
personally, prefer Chance'. work 
to Chiddy' , , hich resulted in 
an unshakable feeling of disap
pointment in the advancement 
to Friday. Since Chance is still 
developing and Chiddy is just 
below his peak, perhaps thi was 

PHOTO COURTESY OF THESOURCE.COM 

the root of my disappointment. A 
growing arti t has a different, in
fectious energy 10 both their per
formances and their work, as their 
work becomes more of a fluidity 
of personable voice than a tag
nant decline of potential. Other , 
however, found comfort in being 
able to fully recognize Chiddy's 
reputation and work, which 1s 
completely rational. 

However, booking Chance to 
play at Spring Weekend was not 
a risk on the Programming Coun
cil's part. Chance i a quality per-

former and upcoming arti t that 
need. to be immersed in before 
becoming fully distingui. hable 
and reputable to many in the pub
lic. I applaud the Programming 
Council' hard , ork and quality 
yet time . en itive decision-mak
ing and commitment to making 
Spring Weekend po . ible. Al
though hype had not . tayed con
sistent in the upcoming weeks (as 
. hould not be expected in a situ
ation like thi ) • the tran ition wa 
succc. sful. 
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BY LANIE HONDA '14 
SENIOR STAFF 

Thursday afternoon, A sociate Professor of His
tory of Art & Architecture Cynthia Becker 
from Boston University visited Wheaton's Art 

History course "Resistance, Memory and Hope in Af
rican Arts" to deliver her lecture on contemporary 
Moroccan art. Becker specializes in the works of the 
Amazigh in orthern Africa. According to Professor 
Kim Miller, who teaches the Wheaton course, Becker 
is one of the few scholars who specialize in orth Afri
can art, particularly in respect to women's arts. 

The Amazigh are the native people of orth Africa, 
more commonly called Berbers. Although Morocco is 
an Arab nation, the Amazigh are estimated to make 
up 60 percent of the population. Arab culture and 
language has been forced upon the Amazigh and they 
are often regarded a econd-class citizens by the Mo
roccan nation at large. Becker attributes her interest 
in and scholar hip of the Amazigh to her attraclion 
to their struggle and i ue of identity. Coming from 
the perspective of the United States, she found the 
Amazigh conflict with Moroccan society and gov-

NEWS/COMMENTARY 

ernment fascinating. 

COU RTESY OF ENGLISH.ALA RAB IA.NET 

The artistic flag of the Amazigh 

Becker's lecture explored the contemporary condi
tions in Morocco that have facilitated greater expres
sion of religion and identity. She explained the idea 
for her article came from her fieldwork, in which she 
found that artists tended to become stuck in a certain 
tyle. With the change of power from Has an II to his 

son Mohammed VI in 1999, the Moroccan monarchy 
relaxed its repressive policies against the Amazigh. 
With greater democratization and political liberaliza-

lion, Becker argued that the Amazigh artists are be
ginning to push the boundaries yet continue to prac
tice self-censorship. 

Her presentation also touched on issues of women 
artists in Morocco. While women are the predomi
nanL manufacturers of Amazigh products, such as 
rugs or decorated ceramics, these products are often 
marketed and sold to tourists. Instead, contemporary 
artists' works engaging with Amazigh culture have 
been related to pieces a woman might make. 

For example, some of the art is reminiscent of hen
na designs, an aspect of culture that is often associated 
with women. However, in recent years, women artists 
have begun to make their presence known in arti ts' 
circles. 

Becker's presentation was an elaboration on an arti
cle she wrote in 2009 regarding censorship in contem
porary Moroccan art. The lecture related to the course, 
which concentrates on contemporary African art and 
investigates issues of colonialism, nationality, and mo
dernity. Accenting the course themes, this lecture was 
a great culmination of a semester of learning about 
African Art from an expert in a unique field of study. 

Netflix faces challenger for online video streaming throne 
BY RORY SKEHAN '15 
NEWSED/TOR 

0 
h, etflix. I can't live with you, but I can't live 
without you. Just as oon as I finish binge
watching one of your shows, I find myself 

trapped in the first episodes of another. I hate it, but I 
love it. Why must you hurt so good? 

The ri e of online streaming has certainly changed 
the playing field of televi ion. I know for a fact it has 
had a massive impact of the lives of 
multiple college students around the 
world. I'm not entirely sure if it's in
creased procrastination among t the 
student population, but I'm fairly 
confident that it has changed the 
meaning of the word. 

etflix, along with other video 
streaming websites, have been a no
ticeably present in the news the past 
couple of weeks. First, etflix com
plained about the potential takeover 
of Time Warner Cable by Comcast, 
due to the fear that Comcast would 
then be able to charge increased pric
e , making etflix less available for 
consumers. Comcast countered with 
accusing etfux of "distorting the facts" in order 
to improve its own business model. While these 
political and economical maneuvers didn't inter-
e t me, it's what came after these talks that got my at
tention. 

One of the most common complaints directed to
wards etflix is the lack of popular content. Of rnur e, 
they've made their mark with incredible original 
content such as "House of Cards" and "Orange is the 

ew Black;' but as far a current television shows and 

movies, they seem to fall behind. This failing makes 
it even bigger news that its "prime" competitor, Ama
zon Prime (see what I did there?) has just come to an 
agreement with HBO to feature the network' mas
sively popular shows like "Game of Thrones" and 
"True Detective." 

In either an extremely poorly timed move by Netflix 
or a savvy move by Amazon Prime's marketing team, 
Netflix had also just announced that it will raise prices 
for its online streaming service for new customers, 

essentially becomes obsolete. You could sign up for 
Netflix, Amazon Prime, even Hulu Plus, and cut the 
cable bill, receiving basically the same programming, 
on demand. 

Unfortunately for etflix, they may not be able to 
keep up with our insatiable need for new things. They 
have pointed to future attempts at new content, but, 
to put it bluntly, our ociety simply doesn't want to 
wait. Take Hulu Plus as an example. Often, the compa
ny will place the most recently aired episode as Hulu 

Plu content only, forcing potential 
viewers to either pay for the service or 
wait an entire week for the episode to 
be moved to Hulu's free programming. 
Hulu is clearly counting on the fact that 
many viewers would rather pay money 
than wait seven days to see the same 
episode. 

After the novelty of Netfli.x wore off, 
we wanted more. Amazon Prime may 
be able to provide us with just that. The 
general opinion is that HBO produces 
higher quality shows than cable. Netf
lix, on the other hand, has many, many 
options, unfortunately most of them 
are obsolete and no good. While this 
may give some older shows and films a 

COURTESY OF LIFEHACKER.COM 
Could the familiar red of Neff/ix be replaced by the blue of Amazon Prime? second life to appeal to a completely new audi

ence, there is a reason why most of them have 

though not for existing customers ... yet. The appeal 
of constantly updated popular content with Amazon, 
along with po sibly cheaper prices, may be enough for 
Netfux to take a substantial hit. 

But Netflix's CEO Reed Hastings sees this as an op
portunity, not a competition. He himself uses Amazon 
Prime's services, pointing towards a future where cable 

gone largely unwatched. 
As far as I'm concerned, I say let the best man win. 

Let the two companies battle it out for my (and our) 
approval. After all, if I'm lazy enough to watch an en
tire season of It's Always Sunny in Philadelphia in one 
silting, I'm certainly not going to be motivated enough 
to take a stand for one of these companies. 
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Recent campus vandalism is not worthy of the title "grafitti" 
BY GRACE KIRKPATRICK '17 
WIRE STAFF 

I must say I was little confused when I first spotted the 

red_ spray paint scrawled across a column of the gaze

bo in the number "413:' It looked like the sort of hap

hazard marking systems used by construction companies 

to remind you to call before you dig. It was not nearly 
the caliber of expression that J expected at a liberal arts 

college (I had hoped for something a little more along 

the lines of the infamous Banksy- if that's not asking too 

much). I do not think that these spray-painted markings 

deserve to be called graffiti - a term that calls up a cer

tain finesse in skill and development in message. Rather, I 

believe that these are instances of destructive vandalism, 

doing more harm on campus than good. 

It i interesting to note that while freedom of expres

sion has been viewed as an ideal by civilizations (particu

larly after the Enlightenment), its claim to legal author

ity is greatly outdated by the normative prohibition of 

vandalism. A a term, vandalism was coined in historical 

reference lo the destructive sacking of Rome in 455 C.E. 

by a Germanic tribe known as the Vandals. According lo 

the Merriam-Webster Dictionary, vandalism is defined 

as the "willful or malicious destruction or defacement 

of public or private property. Therefore, with vandalism 

being illegal in every slate, the principle of freedom of 

expression is limited at its intersection with the endan

germent of personal or public property. 

However, it is important to acknowledge that with

in this broad category of criminal offense that there is 

a distinction between what can be considered treet 

art (graffiti) and what is purely defacement. By its very 

designation as art, the term "street art" implies that the 

artist or "perpetrator" is cognizant of the basic elements 

and principles of designs. He or she can manipulate the 

medium of choice in uch a way as to effectively create a 

graphic and convey a message. ln street art, just like any 

other visual art, there is value in the form and content, yet 

certainly all vandalism is inherently linked lo misbehav

ior, and the marking are akin to a five-year old's decision 

to disobey hi guardian and redecorate the walls with 

Sharpie. Graffiti is more analogous to the adolescent's 

addition of facial hair, acces ories, and thought bubbles 

to the figures in their textbooks; it is the process of tak

ing an object and turning it into something else. Overall, 

graffiti and street art indicate a certain level of thought, 

planning, and skill on the behalf of the artist, where the 

ultimate success i the recognition and allowance of the 

work that began illegally to remain in the public view. 

COURTESY OF STREETARTNEWS.NET 

One of graffiti artist Banksy's famous works 

Already, much of it has been power-washed from the 

sides of Clark and Meadows Residence Halls, its message 

deemed ineffective and disrespectful to the property of 

the greater Wheaton community. Additionally, e en with 

its brief ex.i tence, prospective students and their familie 

touring campus undoubtedly saw this vandalism, poten

tially increasing the long-term co ts of this ey ore expo
nentially. 

Regardle of whether thi person was a student at 

Wheaton or someone from outside the ·chool, it is cru

cial that the campus makes a stand against vandalism of 

any sort, but especially the destructive kind. There is a 

time and place for e.Kpression, and the creator of this ju

venile work may want to revisit a visual arts class to learn 

about successful pictorial communication. 
With this in mind, I believe that the red spray paint 

that defaced several buildings on lower campus wa 

trictly vandalism of the damaging nature. 

CAREER CONNECTIONS 

BY BARBARA CARNEVALE 
FJLENE CENTER FOR ACADEMIC 
ADVISING & CAREER SERVICES 

(EDITOR'S NOTE: '£he Wire is pleased to present "Career ConnectionS:' a weekly col

un1n that will update the community with off-campus job opportunities.) 

Per Career Services: The Office of Career Services has multiple resources to assist you 
With your professional goofs. One such resource is Career Co1111ec1io11s. a Wheaton data

ba.~e for employers and alwm to post job and intrmship opport1111ities. 

Here is a sample of the opportunities posted this week. For more postings. visit wheatmt• 

college .cdu/career-services/ 

J_ob # 1928 . Amica Future Leaders Program - Sales & Client Services · Associate 

Account tanager 

Amica is searching for talented individuals with exccptiomil leadership skills to fill 
Associate Account Manager positions in our countrywide branch offices as part of our 
Future Leaders Program. Through extensive hands-on training. personal mentorships, 
and countless opportunities for profc1, ional development. Amica 's goal is to hire and de
velop the future leaders of our company through our entry-level management positions. 

As an A. sociate Account Manager, you will coach and lead a team composed of the 
in urance indu try's very best customer service and ·alc1- representatives. You wiU work 
\Vith your team members to achieve s,ilcs goals. while ensuring that both new and exist

ing customers receive the best service experience possible. 

Amica offers a generous total compensation and benefits package. Among th many 

advantages of a career at mica arc our promote-from-within philosophy and t:mpha i 
on employee satisfaction. 

Job# 1936 - PR Marketing Assistant - Houghton Physical Therapy, Attleboro, 
MA• Part-time (20 hours/week) 12/hour 

This position entails blogging, fresh social media conknt, monthly newslett rs, mail
merging promotional letters, visiting local referral sources, maintaining. tats, de igning 

flyers and brochures, designing content for new web pages. ordering promotional items, 
promoting the business to the community, patients and referral source . 

SUMMER INTER S - WASHINGTON, DC -JOB #1935 

The S&R Foundation i. a 50l(c)(3) non-profit organization ba ed in Wa~hington, D.C. 
~ts mission is_to support talented individuals with great potential and high aspirations 
~n the ai:s, sciences, and social entrepreneurship. especially tho, e who art: tunhering 
111tcmauonal cultural collaboration. The Foundation sponsors annual award programs, 
ho. ts e,·cnts and works with its partners 10 encourage scientific and arti:tic innovation, 
and promote cultural and personal growth. 

Summer illlems "ill have the opportunity to learn about various i:omponents of the 
S&R l~oundation program portfolio: non-profit management, e\'cnt planning and man
agement, Halcyon Incubator. and music programs. 
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Student Profile: Khalid Sharafaddin '16, pursuit of a simple life 
BY ADAM KILDUFF '16 
FEATURES EDITOR 

The summer before Khalid 

Sharafaddin '16 came to 

Wheaton, he went home 

to Sana'a, the capital city of Ye

men, after two years spent at 

tending an international school 

in Hong Kong. ft was the summer 

of 2012, about four months after 

elecllon of a new pre ident that 

ended the Yemeni Revolution of 

2011, and the country was still 

recovering. 

"Riots, every single day;' he 

aid. Until the dark of night came, 

they never topped. 

Sharafaddin wa there from 

early June until mid-August, 

when he left for Wheaton. He es

timate that he left his house only 

five or six times in the entire um

mer. 

He recall doing little that was 

productive during that time, oth

er than visiting with his family, 

which is clearly very important 

in hi life. Sharafaddin said that 

there is nothing for him in Yemen 

anymore, apart from them. 

For a young man whose life 

has been surrounded by confron

tation, he is, perhaps surprisingly, 

put together. 

Sharafaddin' father was an 

only child, the product of parents 

who could not have any other 

children. Because of that, they de

cided that his father should have 

many children, in, as Sharafaddin 

puts it, the "typical Arab fashion:' 

Born on March 21, 1992, Shara

faddin is the oldest of nine. He 

has never met his youngest sib
ling. 

His polite, reserved demeanor 

doe not give away the fact that 

he has not seen his family in two 

years. It does not give away his ex 

periences serving in the Yemeni 

military, or learning at an inter

national school in Hong Kong, or 

going to high school for a year in 

eattle. Sharafaddin is a man who 

has been through enough to be 

happy where he is. 

"It gives me a sense of pur

pose," he said of his experience at 

Wheaton, which he considers ac
ademically challenging. "I did not 

cross 6,000 miles for something 
easy:• 

Sharafaddin's journey to 

Wheaton, like those of many in

ternational students who end up 

at the school, has been a long and 

unlikely one. 

He said that his family "used 

to be" prominent in Yemen. His 

grandfather was Ahmad bfn Ya

hya Hamidaddin, the last king 

of North Yemen, who ruled until 

he died in 1962. That man's son, 

harafaddin's father, is an ac

countant. His mother is a former 

Sex and the Dimple: SW 
BY ADAM KILDUFF '16 
FEATURES EDITOR 

W ell, it's over. Spring Weekend, likely the catalyst for 
all kind of sex, is ending. Some of it was pretty pub
lic (read: people streaking through Chapel Field) and 

hopefully some was gloriously private, or as private as college gets 
(read: paper thin walls). 

Sex over Spring Weekend can be surprisingly hard to accom
plish, largely because of all the other stuff you're doing. Can't stay 
in tonight. It's Friday and Chiddy, not Chance the Rapper, is playing 
in Haas. (Actually, you could have skipped Chiddy. Wouldn't have 
been missing much, and you could have had sex.) 

Still, there were ample opportunities to get together. Haas was 
crowded, but you could see couples, including yours, finding the 
space they needed. 

Ifs Saturday, and no one's going to that thing where you dance 
with headphones on so there's no noise pollution. So you dance in 
other places, like theme houses. And there too, you could sec the 
people coupling off. 

SHAG wa~ kind enough to stuff mailboxes with condoms before 
the weekend started, and people probably used them. Generally, it 
seemed that people found a way to get together despite everything 
else that was going on. Spring Weekend or no, students always find 
a way. 

schoolteacher. 

Sharafaddin lived in Yemen 

until he was 16. In 2008, he had 

his first opportunity to travel out 

of the country, in an exchange 

program sponsored by the U.S. 
Department of State. He was one 

of 30 Yemeni citizen chosen to 

live with American host families 

and attend public high school in 
the U.S. for a year. 

Sharafaddin ended up in Seat
tle, Washington, where he learned 

to speak English. His knowledge 

of the language would aid him 
greatly in future endeavor . 

One morning, he woke up 

to an email from his father that 

contained a link to a news article. 

One of his friends, a 16-year-old 

named Abdul Al-Rahman, had 

blown himself up in a suicide 

bombing in East Yemen, sur

rounded by South Korean tour

ists. Al-Rahman had joined Al

Queda. Sharafaddin did not go 

into detail about the influence the 

event had on him. 

After his time in Seattle was 
up, Sharafaddin went back to Ye

men for one more year. During 

that time, he had one of the most 

intense experiences of his life. He 

was recruited for a counterterror

ism unit in Yemen's army. 

"Only what they call 'elite' peo

ple get into it;' Sharafaddin said of 

the unit. "You have to have acer

tain physical or mental capability 
to join." 

Physically, he was average at 

best. But Sharafaddin already 

spoke three languages (Persian 

was the third) and had travelled 
before, both of which were quali

ties that the military con idered 

attractive. 

At the age of 17, he was re

cruited and trained to do intel

ligence work, serving as an un

dercover informant. He trained 

for six months before going out 

into the field. The group's target 

was Al-Qaeda. 

Al Qaeda is known to recruit 

heavily in Yemen. "They recruit 

teenagers wh are either desper

ate for economic stability, or they 

brainwash them to become ex

tremists through religiou ideol
ogy;' Sharafaddin aid. 

Posing as one of these youths, 

he joined Al-Qaeda for four 

months, using the same people 

who had recruited his friend as 

an in to the organization. 

How did he find them? "Easy," 

he said. "If you find one of them, 

they lead you to the rest:' 

Sharafaddin said that the 

group is so wide pread that a per

son can walk into a mosque, find 

"the most radical'' person in it, 

and often join up, so long as the 

potential member is perceived as 

innocent, "or an idiot:' 

Al-Qaeda planned to give him 

the job of using his English kills 

to get close to tourists, prefer

ably foreign officials, and find out 

where they were going. The in

formation would aid the group in 

selecting potential targets. With 

help from the Yemeni military, he 

was able to avoid doing so with

out blowing his cover. 

In the four months, he worked 

on a single Al-Qaeda operation, 

which he was able to foil success

fully through collaboration with 
the military. 

"It takes a long time for them 
to prepare," he said. An operation 

for requires the group to scope 

out a location and then success

fully convince people to become 

suicide bombers for the atta k. 

Sharafaddin's job was to give 

the military a time and a place for 

the attack, which he did. As a re

sult, they were able to intervene as 

the group was about to strike and 

arrest the potential bombers. 

Despite the success, Sharafad

din quickly decided that he want

ed to get out of the business of be
ing an informant. 

"It consumes all your en
ergy, all your life, you're always 

stressed, you're always worried 

that your cover might blow. You 

don't know what's going to hap

pen:• he said. 

He organized an Al-Qaeda 

meeting at a safe house that was 

"busted" by the Yemeni military. 

The military arrested everyone in 

the house, including Sharafaddin. 

Because they immediately sep

arate all prisoners, sending them 

to pri ons around the country, he 

could be as ured of an exit from 

the organization that would not 

blow his cover; none of the pri -

oners who had been in the house 

would ever see each other again. 
Shortly after leaving the mili 

tary, Sharafaddin was influenced 

by a friend to apply to the United 

World Colleges (UWC), a group 

of high schools located around 

the world that allow gifted stu· 

dents to finish high school for 

two years in an extremely diverse 

environment. He was accepted 

to the UWC schools in Canada, 

orway and Hong Kong, and 

picked the latter. 
What followed are the two 

years that Sharafaddin considers 

the best of his life. 
He loved being around stu· 

dent from all over the world, 

even if the school was only 250 

students strong. "In all fairness, 

privacy was a problem;· he said. 

"Believe it or not, if you go to 

the laundry room, and you find a 

hirt thrown there, someone lost 

it, you would kn.ow who it be

longed to." 

Two other current Wheaton 

students attended the UWC in 
Hong Kong while harafaddin 

was there. One of them was Mi· 
chael Ratliff '16, who was at the 

time, a year above him. 

Ratliff's first memory of hara

faddin was eeing his name at the 

top of a list of students who the 

second-year were picking up 

from the airport. UWC tudcnts 

often "Facebook stalk" new stu

dents before picking them up. 

'½ll of the girls sort of co· 

alesced over the idea of picking 

this boy up from the airport;• he 

said. 

Sharafaddin heard about 
Wheaton through UWC. The 

college has a relationship with 

UWC, and a fair number of UWC 

students have gone lo Wheaton. 

Wheaton sent a representative 
to Sharafaddin's school in Hong 

Kong, and he was encouraged to 

apply. 

After graduating from school 

in Hong Kong, Sharafaddin re

turned home for a summer. He 

has not been back to Yemen since 

that summer, and thinks he may 

go back until 2015. 

Sharafaddin would like to stay 

in the U.S. after graduating Whea

ton. I le does not want to go to 

graduate school, believing that he 

is done with education. He thinks 

that maybe, he will raise a family, 

but currently is happy to keep hi 

life uncomplicated. 
"It's quite simple;' he said of his 

plan. "You know, I like simple:• 
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"As a Teacher and a Scholar:" Professor Talitha Espiritu's Path to Academia 
BY ANNIE CAMPBELL '16 
FOR THE WIRE 

A ssuming that one cannot find her in her office, and 
prefers not to wait among jammed bookshelves and 
foreign film posters, Profo sor Talitha Espiritu can 

often be found standing by an ashtray outside of Wheaton 
College's Meneely Hall, smoking a cigarette and talking ani
matedly with sh1dents of hers who have stopped to chat. 

Espiritu started her career not intending to go into edu
c~tion, but rather into journalism. Horn and raised in the 
village of forbes Park in the Philippines, Espiritu started her 
P0stgraduate career in l992 as an arts-and lei ure reporter 
for the Mn11i/a Chro11icle, the bigge t newspaper in the coun
try. 

"At that time there was a booming arts scene," she re
called. 

But, she couldn't shake the feeling that she was de tined 
for bigger things - that he was "a big fish in a small pond" -
so he followed a dream that she'd had since she was young, 
and emigrated to New York City in 1994 on a tourist vi a. 

O~ce in the country, Espiritu applied to ew York Universi
ty s Draper Program for the Humanities and Social Thought, 
a graduate program, with the intent of studying critical art 
history. 

Once NYU accepted her application, Espiritu changed 
her visa to an Fl so he could pursue the program, and 
her father followed her to New York as they had planned. 
In those early day , however, her interests quickly began to 
change. 

"I couldn't help but feel ho tility and animosity towards 
people like me ... I basically found my elf becoming not in
terested in art, and much more politicized." 

In particular, she found issues around social justice, im
rnigrant exploitation and raci m caught her attention the 
most. During her pursuit of her graduate degree, she also 
began working for a New York immigrant newspaper, the 
~ilipino Reporter, for which he was paid under the table, 
1n ca h. 

As her graduate car er progres ed Espiritu's interests 
shifted further still, not just in her focus but her professional 
ambitions. As she began to write her thesis she realized she 
Was approaching a crossroads - should she return to Manila, 
Where her family wa , or stay in New York and continue her 

trajectory towards academia? 
"The irony of it is that. .. my political consciousnes only 

came into being during (grad school] classes," Espiritu re
flected, referring to her upbringing in the Philippines during 
the Ferdinand Marco r gime. She described her life there as 
"sheltered" - "To call it what it is, my parents were incredible 
social climbers." 

Espiritu' father was the per onal dre smaker for the Fir t 
Lady Imelda Romualdez-Marco . In her freshman seminar 
at Atcnco De Manila University, the daughter of the presi 
dent sat one seat over. De pile all thi , however, when E -
Piritu wa fifteen her parents became very involved in the 
1986 popular revolt against the Marcos regime (known al 0 

a~ the Yellow Revolution, or the People Power Revolution). 
"My father made hi wealth because of the Marcos regime.•• 

but like everyone else, he'd just had it." 
Espiritu\ introduction to political action and awareness 

Was going with her family to stand in front of the tanks dur
ing the February 1986 nonviolent demonstration in Manila. 
These experience contributed to her growing awareness of 
"the need for social change;' and thus to her decision to pur

sue a career in academia. 
"ln the course of writing that thesis I really came to self

identify as an academic;' E piritu said. She determined the 
life of a teacher and a scholar to be the best way for her to 

"rnake an impact on the world." 
Espiritu's advisor, Toby Miller, was affiliated with the 

Tisch School for the Arts, NYU' Cinema Studie program, 
and encouraged her to apply. She did so, with a little reluc
tance, saying "I never aw myself a a film scholar, but at the 
same time I wanted to find a home for myself at Ylf' The 
program accepted her, with a fellow hip, for the five-year 

PhD track, in 1998. 
Over these five years during which E piritu was working 

on her di sertation, she was simultaneously upporting her
self by coordinating a neurology residency program at Beth
lehem hospital during the day and teaching nights at NYU. 

It was during this hectic and pivotal period that Espiritu 
met her future husband, Kevin Durr. Although the two were 
both in relation hips with other people when they met, cir
cumstances aligned in such a way that both of tho e rela
tion hips ended, and Espiritu ended up needing a place to 
stay. A friend uggested that Durr, whose apartment pace 
had recently opened up, might be able to help her out. Their 
friend hip, though solidified in the hort time Espiritu spent 
on Durr's couch, remained just that right up until Espiritu 
left to visit family for a time in the Philippines. 1ney kept 
in contact through email throughout her absence, until she 
returned. "By the time he came back, we were in a relation
ship;' Durr said in a phone interview. 1he pair married in 

2006. 
Espiritu continued her di sertation - entitled "Revisiting 

the Marcos Regime: Dictator. hip, the Media and the Cultur
al Politics of Development" - with superhuman diligence, 
working on it sometime for eight hours straight without 
interruption. ''l' e never seen anyone el e who has that;' 
marveled Durr. In 2007 she finally published it and received 

her PhD. 
Continuing her academic traj ec tory, in 2008 E piritu be

gan applying for positions as a professor, at Wheaton Col
lege and at Pratt Institute, and received offers from both. Not 
wanting to leave New York, he fir t accepted the offer from 
Pratt, but ended up retracting it, because he felt that Whea
ton wa "so much more per onal, the tudents were ju t so 
much more engaged and alive:' 

Espiritu was under no illu ions about what he had to 
give up for the career she'd chosen. Mo t trikingly, she 
felt the distance it had placed and continued to place be-
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Professor Talitha Espiritu. 

tween herself and her family. ''I've missed a lot of births and 
deaths;' she said. "You can't have everything." 

Espiritu's career wa also the cause of her somewhat non
traditional family structure: he work! as a profes or full
time, while Durr, an as-yet unpublished creative writer, stays 
home to pursue his craft and care for their home o that Es
piritu could commit fully to her career. 

"Have you een Fargo?" he a ked with a sudden grin. 
"He's my Norm!" 

"It's sort of the reality of academic life," Durr added. 

Espiritu was also aware that academia was not the only 
field in which he could thrive: 

"Do I miss being a journalist?" he asked rhetorically, and 
with her signature candor, answered, "Hell yeah. I mi the 
excitement of hunting down a story. I miss reporting, build
ing a beat up:' 

Her professional trajectory as a journalist, howev r, she 
aid would not have been as fulfilling. "Had I not digres ed, 

I would probably be editing a magazine in the Philippine ... 
I do not regret the choice that I made ... Was it, orth it?" 

She paused, before adding, "It really was." 

E piritu's students would tend to agree. " he' one of the 
most engaging profe sors - and one of the genuinely weet
e t people - that I've ever met;' said Lauren Robin on '16, a 
student in E piritu' literary criticism class. 

"She encourages student to deYelop their own ideas 
about the material, but is super helpful when you get tuck. 
I know that personally, she makes theory more accessible, 
and can turn any tangent into a legitimate point;' Robinson 
added. 

Espiritu's popularity is certainly justified: "So much of my 
life right now is about being a teacher." he said. 

o matter where it begins, the road to academic life is a 
tough one - during the years she wa writing her dis crta
tion, E piritu said for a time that she "didn't have a life" - but 
Professor E piritu' personal path is particularly extraordi
nary. Perhaps most telling of all, however, , a the way _ he 
began her story with her usual ardonic eyebrow-rai e and 
the word , "My life' not really that interesting." 
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Wheaton Synchronize Swimming finishes 6th at Nationals 

BY THOMAS HOLMES '16 & KEVIN A. GIL '16 

WIRE STAFF AND SPORTS EDIT/OR 

W
llh ·evcral succcs ·fut programs of all sports in 
Di\ision III, Wheaton has an Athletic Dcpart
ment on the rise on both regional and national 

le\ els. I lowcver, not many speak about one of the most 

I:CE .. :'f ESULTS 

Baseball 
4/28 W 3·2 vs. Babson 

Softball 
4/27 L 8-3 vs Wellesl y 

Men's Lacrosse 
4/23 W 19·7 vs. Emerson 

Women's Lacrosse 
4/27 NEWMAC Final W 8-5 vs. 
Babson 

en's Tennis 
4/23 L 5-3 vs. Co st Guard 
NEWMAC Quarterfn I Round 

UPCOi ll G G i\lF . 

Baseball 
5/3 NEWMAC Finals vs. MIT 
12pm, 3pm 

Softball 
C Tournament

Day Four vs Sm th 10am 

Women's Lacrosse 
CAA Tourn m nt TBD 

decorated teams our com
munity currently possess
es, Wheaton Synchronized 
Swimming. 

At 1,600 or so students: 
the word· Top Tier power
house and Wheaton don't 
seem like something that 
hould go together. While 

the school consistently 
boasts strong teams that 
compete at the Division 
III level, no one confuses 
Wheaton with a school 
like the University of 

ichigan, but once again, 
Wheaton' Synchronized 
swimming team has shown 
that they can compete 
against schools such as 
Ohio State and Stanford. 
Those schools, frankly, 
have facilities, funding, 
anc.l scholarships schools 
the size of Wheaton can't 
challenge. Despite the 
competition, the team fin
ished the year 6th over
all at the US· Collegiate 
Championships. scoring 
higher than schools such 
as the University of Flor-

iun, Arizona, Minnesota, Colorado Stale, lichigan, and 
Pennsyl\ ania. 

Fir ·t established as a club in 1941, Synchronized wim
ming at Wheaton used to compete where Thomas A. 
Pappas Fitnes Center but before it was a weight room. 
Surprisingly, not too long ago a pool existed right in the 
very location before Balfour Natatorium opened in 1991. 
Located in Haas Athletic Center, the Balfour Natatorium 
hosts Wheaton Swimming and Diving e enls as well a 
Synchronized Swimming competitions. This is where the 
team spend their time practicing and rehearsing lo com
pete as one of the best Synchronized Swimming program 
in the entire nation. 

Back in March, the Synchro team finished sixth overall 
at the U.S. Collegiate Nationals with 46 points at the Cor
win M. ixon Acquatic Center at Miami University to stay 
within the top Len teams in the country for the 26th consec
utive season. Along with this succe s at national • the team 
placed second overall for the fifth-season in a row at the 
East Collegiate Regional/Ea" tern Collegiate Athletic Con
ference (ECAC) Championships in the 2013-14 season. 

The sport itself combines swimming, dance, and gym
nastics. It is a judged event in which judges award points 
for the teams' routines. Captains Holly Wagman 'l 4 and 
Janine Kopeski '15 explained that, "[Synchronized Swim
ming] is all about making routines look as easy and effort
less as possible. The easier a routine looks to the judges and 
the audience, the better the techmquc of the athletes. Imag
ine perfonning acrobatics, holding your breath, anc.l not 
touching the bottom ofth::- pool all while coordinatmg your 
every move with sc,·cn other people." The demands of syn
chronized swimming require an athlete who, according to 
Kopeski and Wagman, '•is graceful, ha great core strength 
and strength in general, musical mterpretation, flexibility, 
bn.:alh control, split-second timing, and endurance." The 
swimmers also have to work their routines without the use 
of goggles, which adds yd another challenge lo the e\ ents. 

Rebecca Ercoli, who 1: in her seventh year as the head 
coach, has not only assisted the team in its successe ·, but 

COURTESY or KEITH NORDSTROM 

ha· improved and had aspirations of impro\ ing from ye.If 
to year. As head coach, the lcam placed ninth in thc 2009 
national competihon, scventh in 20 I 0, and sixth in 2011. 
After a seventh place fini, h in 2012, the team regained their 
sixth place rosition in 2013 at the U.S Collegiate Champi
onships. 

The team has quietly made a name for itself: in the past 
five years the Lyon have finished in the top ·even teams 
at nationals, which is impressive. Despite the national suc
cess, the captains till consider the team's only home e cnt, 
The Wheaton lnvitational, to be their favorite, "In front of 
our home crowd we arc able to howcase our hard work 
and dedication. Also, the love and support we receive fro111 
our friend , tudents, and staff is truly incredible and mo· 
tivates us to perform our be t." The way that synchronized 
swimming is set, squads ·do not have the flurry of home 
and away matchc · head to head against one team, so the 
chances to sec the team are few and far between. However, 
the team makes sure to put on a good show at home. Thi 
year the team placed first both as a team and individually 
dominating in the figures section of the invitational. 

Besides the honor the team has collected in the pool, 
four members of the Synchronized Swimming team picked 
up All-Academic team honors. Senior Nicole Chicoine' 14 
collected her fourth ·traight while Captain Janine Kope. ki 
'15 and Ann Marie Brasacchio '16 both earned their second 
selection to the list. Freshman Emma Willing '17 joins the 
three with her first selection to the All-Academic team. 
With the season being over for this year, the Wire asked 
Wagman and Kopeski about what they expect from the 
team next year. The two offered a straightforv;ard re ponse: 
"Our goal is to impro e our standings at national and con· 
tinue to strive for the best team we can be." 

There's no reason lo doubt the team won l achieve these 
goal·. Wheaton's Synchronized Swimming tcam seems to 
just keep getting better. 


