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Students hold vigil in chapel for 
domestic violence victims 

BY ADAM KILDUFF '16 
NEWSED/TOR 

The Feminist Associat10n of Wheato1~ a~d 
the office of Service, Spirituality and Social 
Responsibility jointly co-hosted a candle

light vigil for victims of domestic violence in the 
Cole Memorial Chapel on Oct. 22 at 8 p.m. 

Led by Emily Bergmann '16 and D,rni Dickin
son '17, the vigil was held in the quiet, candlelit 
chapel as a storm raged outside. Participants, who 
included Associate Dean of SSSR Vereene Parnell, 
Dean of Students Kate McCaffrey and Associate 
Professor of Women's and Gender Studies and Art 
History Kim Miller in addition to students, were 

each given a candle to hold. 
Parnell led with a few words about dome tic vi

olence, having the other participant say "we are 

all healed," after each statement she made. 
''When someone says ' it' · not your fault,' we arc 

all healed," she said. "Intimate violence damage~ 
the individual horrifically, but it also damages the 

community. 
"Making a safe space for all of the member of 

the community is important to us," . he continued. 
A ~tudent then read two poems in honor of the 

event. 
After the reading, Bergmann lit her own can

dle and pas ed the flame on to the per on standing 
next to her. The circle was . lowly lit, one person at 

a time. 
After a few minutes of silence, Bergmann blew 

out her candle and invited·the group to the hapcl 

basement for coffee, apple cider, hot chocolate and 

tea. 
Cont'd 011 Pnge 5 

Preparation ramps 
up for proposed 

dining renovations 
Payment options remain uncertain as 

campus prepares for overhaul 
BY LUCAS ROSA '18 
WIRE STAFF 

The next year will bring ma
jor changes to dining at 
Wheaton College as a seri

ou overhaul of the dining systems 
and facilities are set to take place. 

The change set to take place 
will hopefully improve the atmo
sphere and aesthetics of each fa
cility, as well as appeal to a more 
diverse group of students, with an 
emphasis on organic and vegetar
ian options. The payment method 
for the new dining i · still under 
con ideration, but a final conclu
sive method for students to pay for 
their food has not yet been estab
lished. 

The reason that these renova
tions are set to take place is the ap
parent fact that there was a lot of 
feedback concerning the current 
tate of dining at Wheaton. 

"As we investigated the range of 
facilitie needs aero s the campus, 
and as we considered feedback 
from students and families about 
their priorities, it became clear 
that we needed to move on these 
renovations," said Brian Douglas, 
the vice president for finance and 
administration at Wheaton. 

The dining menu in particular 
was something that has needed a 
reboot for several years, as Doug 
las aid "this project surfaced a a 
very high priority during the de 
velopment of our multi-year cap
ital plan a year and half ago, but 
in truth, our awareness of the need 

for renovation extends further 
back. The renovations to Cha , 
in particular, arc long o erdue." 

The new menus differ for each 
of the four dining areas (Chase, 
Erner on, Balfour-Hood and the 
Diana Davis Spencer '60 Cafe). 

Chase will eemingly have an 
empha is on offering a more di
verse menu that offer more glob
al choices. It will still offer cook
to-order meals, but there will be 
a heavy expansion of the organ 
ic, vegan and vegetarian option . 
Erner on will have a casual cafe 
type of menu, with salads, wrap 
and made to order meals. 

Balfour-Hood' menu will still 
include tarbucks coffee , but aside 
from that it will become almost ex
clusi ely a dining area for lo ally 
grown and organic food . The Di 
ana Davis Spencer '60 Cafe's menu 
will be virtually un hanged, as it 
will still offer its current choice. 
of yogurt, paninis and salad . 

As far as aesthetic renovation s 
go, Chase will seemingly be re 
vamped the most. From a practi
cal standpoint, the kit hen wi II b 
completely replaced with better 
equipment. 

The atmo phere of Chase will 
undergo quite a chang as wd I. 

cw furnishing, like barstools 
and sofa chairs, will replace the 
current furnishings in order to 
give the area a more pleasant and 
friendly atmosphere. 

Cout'd on Page 5 
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Letter from the Editor 
Dear reader, 

On our small campus, it's easy to 
disconnect from the outside world. As 
l drove back north to ew Hampshire 
for October Break a few weeks ago, I 
watched the yard signs pass by and it 
hit me for the first time that it's mid
term season. For the first time. Some
how I had hut out the fact that in just 
a few days we could be seeing major 
changes in congressional makeup. 

I'm a poli-sci major and this hap
pened; urely, then, ii must happen on 
a larger scale. 

Admittedly, I do not speak for all . 
I think al the moment I've just made 
my elf unworthy of my major fo r my 
failure to pay attention. But on the 
whole, it' ea y to forget. Thanks to 
our friends at the Roosevelt Ins titute 
and their voter regi tration initiatives, 
the tendency toward small-campus 
isolation and apathy i somewhat mit
igated. But I still think it's important 
to talk about. 

There's a culture of "busy-ness" 

that seems to permeate Wheaton cam
pus li fe and l think it detracts from our 
involvement in the outside world. We 
become wrapped up in our (albeit im
portant) commitments here on cam
pus and forget to remember what's 
going on in - just as an example - the 
midterms (my on ly reminder now is 
the fu ndra ising emails that inundate 
my inbox in unimag inable numbers 
- and it's become so second-na tu re lo 
delete those that they rea lly lo e their 
value as remi nders). 

So, if you've already sent in your 
absentee ballot (I did ii while l was 
home - winn ing!), good for you. If 
you've reg istered to vote here in Nor
ton, remember to go do it! Let's not let 
our projects or club meetings make 
us forge t about the world in which 
W heaton ex ists. We ought to be parts 
of both communities, because both 
communit ies need our involvement. 

AB 

"No, they're not real. She highlights her 
boobs." 

"She was such a b*tch, so one night we 

dipped her towels in the toilet." 

"I'm all about the money. I would have 
been a great hooker!" 

"It's all about the boobs." 

"My cousin took a selfie with her newborn 

baby and a duck face. What?" 

Public Safety Log, Oct. 16-21 

.MEDICAL Medical Incident 
Thursday Oct 16, 2014 at 10:37 
Location : MEADOWS HALL EAST 
Summary : RP states fomale 
student complaining of stomach 
pain. Ul3 responding, requests 
Noton Rescue for eval. Rescue will be 
transporting. Deans office notified. 
Disposition : Closed. 

ALCOHOL/DRUGS Any Alcohol 
Violation 
Friday Oct 17, 2014 at 19:16 
Location : STANTON HALL 
Summary: Officer reports alcohol 
violation. 
Disposition : Closed. 

ALCOHOL/DRUGS Protective 
Custody 
Saturday Oct 18, 2014 at 00:01 
Location : YOUNG HALL 
Summary : Intoxicated male placed 
in protective custody. 
Dispoiton:Closed 

ALCOHOL/DRUGS Medical lnci 
dent, Alcohol-related 
Saturday Oct 18, 2014 at 11:34 
Location : CLARK HALL 
Summary : Sick student transport 
ed to Sturdy Hospital. 
Dispoiton : Closed. 

MEDICAL Medical Incident 
Saturday Oct 18, 2014 al 14:14 
Location : EMERSO DINING 
Summary: Alumni fell, sustained 
minor injury. 
Dispoiton : Closed. 

SAFETY & SECURITY Harassment/ 
Annoyance 
Saturday Oct 18, 2014 at 17:10 
Location: PARKING LOT 3 
Summary : RP reporting obscene 
drawings on her vehicle. 
Dispoiton : Closed. 

ALCOHOL/DRUGS Unregistered 
Party 
Saturday Oct 18, 2014 at 23:14 
Location : METCALF 
Summary : Noise complaint from 
Metcalf. 
Dispoiton:Closed 

MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT Recover 
Motor Vehicle 
Tuesday Oct 21, 2014 at 09:10 
Location: PARKING LOT I 
Summary : RP found vehicle 
parked on campus. 
Dispoiton : Closed. 

PROPERTY Found Property 
Tuesday Oct 21, 2014 at 14:00 
Location : METCALF 
Summary : RP states there is a 
stolen item in Metcalf. 
Dispoiton:Closed 

SAFETY & SECURITY Harassment/ 
Annoyance 
Wednesday Oct 21, 2014 at 15:35 
Location : PUBLIC SAFETY 
Summary : Student in PS to report 
harassing phone calls. 
Dispoiton : Closed. 
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Natale '16: The importance of easy access to print media on campus 

New York Times "hiatus" stirs outrage among Wheaton students. 

BY ALEXANDRA NATALE '16 
FEATURES EDITOR 

Upon returning to Wheaton 
this fall, one of the things 
l wa looking forward to 

most was waking up early to grab 
The New York Times and reading 

it from a window table in Emerson. 
The first few weeks the paper wasn't 
there, and I figured that its arriv
al had been delayed, and it would 
urely be available soon. Then it 

was October, and there was till no 
paper. I started to ask around, and 
heard that the newspaper wouldn't 

RORY SKEHAN '15 / SENIOR EDITOR 

be arriving for financial reasons. I 
was incredulous. 

Last year, the communications 
office adverti ed to tudents that we 
would have ac css to the print and 
digital versions of The New York 
Times, o it seemed strange that 
this would just stop sudden ly. Af-

ter many emails to the Communi
cations Department, I learned that 
the newspaper program would be 
in hiatus, pending a budget re-eval
uation. I was also told that its cost 
is significant, but it only benefits "a 
portion of the student body." 

This is where J would care to 
disagree. The newspaper program 
is incredibly popular; I know this 
because if I got to the dining hall 
after 9:30, my hopes of getting 
the paper were shot. Classes were 
known to integrate the paper into 
their academics, notably Jay Good
man's American Political Sy terns 
and Bill Kole's Journalism course. 
Political Science and International 
Relations majors directly benefitted 
from acce s to the paper in the din
ing halls. The May Fellows program 
once hosted a Sunday morning pa
per and breakfast event, using the 
paper to build community. For the 
burgeoning business major, the pa
per allows the opportunity to fo\lnw 
business news and check the stock 
market. And beyond the discipline 
of major , there are simply many 
Wheaton student who wi h to be 
informed about what is happening 
in the world. 

I guess you could ask, 'why not 
just go to the periodicals?' Whea-

ton students have incredibly tight 
schedules, but everyone has to eat. 
The paper allowed students to en
joy catching up on the new while 
they ate and got ready for class for 
the day. Additionally, students were 
allowed to take the paper out of the 
dining hall, whereas publications in 
the Periodicals cannot be taken out 
of the library. The Periodicals sec
tion provides great access to a wide 
range of magazines and I'm happy 
we have it as a resource. However, 
with acces to the paper, I don't 
think it needs to be an either-or 
deal. The Periodicals section also 
only has one copy of the daily pa
per, making it much less acces. ible 
for students. 

At an institution who e goal is 
to produce engaged, informed cit
izens, it is sad that the importance 
of the paper has fallen to the way
side. l have reached out to tudent 
Government Association, and it i 
my hope that they will advocate for 
the return of the paper to the din
ing halls. I will miss the mornings I 
spent in Emerson reading the paper 
before heading to da . They were a 
defining part of my Wheaton expe
rience. l hope they arc not gone for 
good. 

Gilman '15 on the misconceptions and myths of domestic violence 
BY COURTNEY GILMAN '15 
FOR THE WIRE 

There are many myths sur
rounding domestic violence. 
There are misconceptions 

that people who either perpetrate 
or experience abuse are from poor 
families, are mentally unstable, are 
not religious, or arc uneducated, 
among others. These myths arc just 
that: myths. Anyone an experi
ence domestic violence regardles 
of race, gender, exual orientation, 
religion, nationality, or age. It does 
not matter if either partner is rich 
or poor, uneducated or educated, 
and abuse does occur in partner
ship that practice religion. It does 
~ot make a partner weak or stupid 
if he or she ~tays in an abusive re
lationship as there are countless 

- factors that lead to a partner . laying 
in an abusive relation h'p such as 
threats, economics, fear, children, 
lack of resources, isolation, and so 
forth. 

There is also a common miscon 
ception that domestic violence only 
occurs in heterosexual relation
ships. Domestic violence can, and 
docs, occur in non-heterosexual re 
lationships. In fact, according to the 

National Resource Center on Do
mestic Violence, 39 percent of male 
involved in intimate homosexual 
relationships have experienced 
battering within the past five years 
and lJ percent of women involved 
in intimate homosexual relation
ships report having been physical
ly assaulted, raped, and/or stalked. 
The Network/La Red estimates that 
25 to 33 percent of LGBTQ people 
are abu ed by a partner. There are 
many ways in which societal struc 
ture. allow partner in homosexual 
relationships to gain further power 
and control over their partner as 
well. Some of these ways include the 
threat of "outing" a partner when 
the partner ha not chosen to iden
tify hi /her exual orientation yet, 
convincing the partner that no one 
wi ll help him/her because of sexu
al orientation, making the partner 
feel as though no one would be
lieve that domestic violence o curs 
in non-heterosexual relationships, 
and/or using the partner's past rela
tionships (perhaps with a partner of 
the opposite sex) as a way to exam 
ine \ hether the pJrtner is "really" 
transgender, lesbian, or gay. 

However, there are resources 
and help for those who experience 

domestic violence in the LGBTQ 
community. Many domestic vio
lence agencies provide information, 
resources, and services but there 
are also specialized agencies that 
focus on providing services pe
cifically to people who identify as 
members of the LGBTQ commu
nity. For instance, The etwork/ 
La Red is ba ed out of Boston and 
"offers free services for survivors of 
partner abuse in lesbian, gay, bisex
ual. queer and/or transgendcr (LG
BQ/T), SM/kink and Polyamorous 
communities." Their services in
clude safe homes, counseling, com
munity organizing, and education. 
In fact, they will be on campus on 
Tuesday, Oct. 28 presenting a work 
shop on LGBTQ Partner Violence 
from 6 to 7:30pm in Meneely 102. 
I encourage everyone to come and 
participate in thi incredibly im
portant workshop. 

I wrote a few weeks ago that do
mestic viol nee does occur on our 
campu. and that some members of 
our community are perpetrators 
of that vmlence and some mem 
bers ,ire victims/survivors. T would 
like to also reiterate that this is not 
just occurring in the heterosexual 
partnerships on our campus and 

we should all be aware of how we 
discuss this issue as we can never be 
sure of who around us has experi
enced abuse or i currently experi
encing abuse. 

For more information, check out 
the board in Balfour all week long 
or visit the ational Domestic Vi
olence Hotline's web ite at www. 

thehotline.org or call the 24-Hour 
Hotline at I-800-799-7233. For The 

etwork/La Red, visit their w b ite 
at tnlr.org or call the 24-Hour Ho
tline at I-617-742-491 1. And if you 
or someone you know is in imme
diate danger, call 911. 

And always remember that an)' 
form of abuse i never okay. 

RORY SKEHAN '15 / SENIOR EDITOR 

The Domestic Violence Awareness Month board, located in Balfour. 
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Food hub director talks sustainable farming 

IAN OPALUCH '17/PHOTOGRAPHV EDITOR 

Laura Edwards-Orr, associate director of Red Tomato, speaks to stu
dents about sustainable farming. 

BY JAN OPALUCH '17 
PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR 

While hundreds of stu
dents crammed into 
Emerson Dining Hall 

last Thursday, only a few made 
their way to the Faculty Dining 
Room to hear about the impor
tance of sustainable fanning. 

Laura Edward -Orr, associate 
director of Red Tomato, addressed 
just under two dozen students 
about the company's radical busi
ness model, which doe not in
clude any warehouses or delivery 
trucks, to help farmers distribute 
fre ·h, local produce as ethically as 
pos ible. 

''It's a totally new kind of busi
ne s," she said. "It's mostly respon
sive to community problems. So 
this kind of farmer needs thi type 
of market, or this kind of market 
needs this type of product." 

Based in Plainville, MA, Red 
Tomato grossed over $3.7 million 
last year from grocery stores, pro
duce distributors, neighborhood 
restaurants, schools and colleges 
across the Northeast. The compa-

ny describes itself a one of many 
food hubs tha, help distribute and 
market locally sourced farm prod
ucts. 

"If it can be grown in New 
England, and it's in season, you 
should be able to buy it or eat it 
where you're shopping or eating," 
Edwards-Orr said. 

For globalized farm , produce 
must be selected before it i ripe so 
that the food can survive trips to 
stores that are thousands of miles 
away. Local farms, however, are o 
close to stores that produce can be 
picked when ii is ready to eat. 

"We ship them in products 
that are harve led in the morning, 
packed and cooled in the after
noon, and shipped into the grocery 
store the next day," Edwards-Orr 
aid. "Twenty-four hours from 

harvest to store shelf." 
So why is the globalized busi

ness model still succes fut? Ac
cording to Edward -Orr, mar
keters do an excellent job at 
manipulating images to make 
their globalized farm appear 
more sustainable. She emphasized 
that lively commercials with at-

urated colors and peppy music 
highlight a marketing scheme that 
is convincing consumers to make 
uninformed decisions about the 
foods they eat. 

"Some of the discussion hap
pens at the community level," said 
Edwards-Orr. "But we need to do a 
better job trying to figure out how 
to tell a story in a way that wins 
people's hearts and minds." 

Without the budget of larger 
operation , Red Tomato turned 
to tote bags to make their voices 
heard. The company's packaging 
comes complete with Red Toma
to's story, the farmer's story and an 
explanation of the eco program. 
Edwards-Orr said that this and 
other mini-advertising campaigns 
seem to have had an effect, as con
sumers now value local produce 
even more than organic produce. 

Wheaton's dining halls erve 
their share oflocally sourced food, 
purchasing from twenty-four dif
ferent farms in the Northeast. The 
Loft is the most sustainable of the 
bunch, using ingredients that are 
all produced within a 150-mile ra
dius of Wheaton. 

Fahoum '18: The significance of educated Tunisian fundamentalists 
BY SHAHD f'AHOUM '18 
FOR THEW/RE 

F
our years after the Arab 
Spring, Tuni ia is an excep
tional example of democracy 

compared to its neighboring Arab 
states. As one of the most educated 
and cosmopolitan populations in 
the Middle East, Tuni ia ucceedcd 
at managing its law and order af
ter the revolution and is having its 
econd free election this month. 

However, Tuni ia's exceptional
ly positive status takes a different 
form regarding the issue of the l -
lamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS); 
Tunisia has the biggest number of 
young and educated supporters of 
ISIS, who choose to move to Syria 
and join the I Jamie State. 

This doesn't come across as a 
urprise considering the fact that 

not many changes have occurred 
after the revolution. In spite of 
having a new constitution that 
provide protection of rights, cit
izens are still demanding change 
of ocial and domestic policies. 
Such policies can raise the level 
of living condition · and provide 
the Tunisian population with the 
social justice it demanded during 
the Arab Spring. In spite of hav
ing an inexpensive and beneficial 
higher education, general scarci -

ty of jobs in Tunisia leads newly 
college graduates to take extreme 
measures. 

While ISIS is seen a a threat
ening terrorist group in the Unit
ed States and other parts of the 
world, these young adults look at 
ISIS from a social point of view. 
The Islamic State managed to have 
de facto social policies; it pro
vides food, water and shelter to 
the citizens and promotes family 
values. These different elements 
result in the perception of ISIS a 
place where social justice i reality, 
which leads to the growing sup
port of young Tunisians. 

Despite the fact that the biggest 
number of fighters supporting ISIS 
is from Tunisia, one should keep in 
mind that this group of supporters 
i a very small minority among the 
Tunisian population. Additional
ly, most of these supporters don't 
agree with the actions of ISIS, but 
with its vision; the Caliphate State. 
The current borders of the Arab 
states were drawn by the British 
and the French colonizers po t the 
First World War. This division of 
land i often seen as artificial and 
forced. 1he vision of ISIS promises 
a pan-Arab state which is ruled by 
the law of Sharia. This vision can 
result in the oppression of differ
ent religious minority, but it is still 

Tunisian's march for interfaith harmony in 2011 in Tunis. 

praised by some. Young Muslim 
Tunisians who join the Islamic 
State clearly don't oppose its vi
sion, however, that doe n't mean 
that these supporters join ISIS to 
fight. Most of these supporters 
join only as a result of the "social 
justice" notion that their own State 
is lacking, and when asked to fight, 
some of these young Tunisians 
choose to go back home instead. 
Moreover, another sector of Tuni-

ian supporters decide to go back 
to Tunisia after living the reality of 
the I Jamie State, which, in itself, 
has multiple ideological, political 
and religious divi ions. The over
all not-so-ideal ituation of the Is
lamic State results in the return of 
many of these supporters. 

When looking at the reality of 
Arab states, one shouldn't blame 
these young, educated Tunisians 
for choosing to move to the Islamic 

SOURCE: ICCIT·CONF.ORG 

State. Thi choice is merely an eco
nomic one; the Islamic State is a 
rare opportunity when it comes to 
economic development, respectful 
living tandards and social justice 
in the area. Accordingly, the Is
lamic State seems like a great place 
to live, keeping in mind that you're 
a heterosexual Sunni Mu lim male 
who keeps his thoughts to himself. 
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Participants in the vigil hold their candles as they wait for the event to start in the chapel. 

A rendering of the inside of Emerson Dining Half, post-renovation. 

Dining renovation plans 
Proceed, questions ~bout 

payment remain 
Co 11 t'd from Page I 

'Unlike Cha e, Emerson will re 
tai · 

n tis current atmosphere, yet it 
Will add several items to make it 
even more of a student hang-out, as 
it Potentially could serve to host stu
dent event as well. 

Erner on' new style will allow it 
to be more casual, and it will be get
ting a flat screen television as well 
as a new audio ystem and a dance 
Ooor. Balfour-Hood's renovation 
will simply make the cafe a larger 
space. 

lhe renovations are both vari
?us and impactful, although there 
is some debate as to how the mea l 
Plans will be paid. 

lhe current proposal are various 
and quite different from one an
other. Douglas said that while the 
all-you-can-eat option will persist, 
there will be other payment options 

which are not expected to cost more. 
"The details of the meal plans are 

still being sorted out as we work to 
incorporate input we recently re
ceived from student , but the idea is 
to provide more flexibility," Douglas 
said. The new plans, whale er they 
end up being, are ba ically meant to 
give student a variety of options. 

Overall, the current dining sys
tem is being improved to both give 
·students a better environment to 
dine in as well as provide a range of 
choices. "What we have consi tently 
heard from students is an interest in 
more options and more flexibility. 
We are eeking to respond to that," 
Douglas said. "It is our hope and 
expectation that the combination of 
the renovations ... and the new meal 
plan options will improve the overall 
dining experience." Emerson Dining Hall's new floor plan. 
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FAW's chapel vigil 
shows solidarity 

Cont'd from Page 1 

The vigil is one of a number 
of events being hosted by FAW 
as a part of Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month, a national 
initiative lo bring attention 
to cases of domestic violence 
over the month of October 
each year. It i the second time 
that FAW has hosted one; they 
also did o in 2013. 

The executive board of 

FAW, which is currently led 

by Kate Gannon '16 and Alex

andra atale '16, met last year 
to come up with the idea for 
the vigil. 

Of Cf. 

N 

Gannon said that she 
thought the vigil wa an op
portunity to ''reflect, heal and 

be mindful of the people we 
know in our own lives who 
have been affected by intimate 
partner violence." 

Domestic Violence Aware 
ness month wa started by the 
National Coalition Against 
Domestic Violence, a Den

ver-based nonprofit that 
works to eliminate dome -
tic violence and inform the 

public about it, among other 
goals. 

WHEATON COLL GE COM U ICA 10 S 
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FAW and Music Co-Op unite to rock the Den 
BY TAYLOR MATOOK '16 
COPY EDITOR 

T his past Saturday, the 
Lyon's Den came alive 
with the help of the Bos

ton based feminist punk band 
Tomboy. Matched with a tab for 
students to enjoy and an appear
ance from Wheaton's own stu
dent band, Mike's Bakery, the 
night was a huge succes . 

Over the summer, Jordan 
Wolfe '15, the President of Mu
sic Co-op, received an intrigu
ing Facebook notification from 
Lena Sawyer '15. The band Tom
boy had posted a statu that 
shared their interest in complet
ing a college tour in the coming 
months and to contact them if 
interested. Sawyer tagged Wolfe 
in a comment that asked him 
to book the band for Wheaton. 
Wolfe emailed back and forth 
with the band to set up a perfor
mance at the Den. 

"Because Tomboy is a feminist 
punk rock band, the Music Co
Op club and I decided it would 
be great to collaborate with the 
Femini t As ociation (FAW) of 
Wheaton to make it into an even 
bigger event," Wolfe said. 

Kate Gannon '16, Co-Presi
dent of FAW, remarked that ev
eryone in FAW was very excited 
about Wolfe's proposition and 
jumped on board by creating 
flyers and posting the event on 
ocial media. FAW also handed 

out condom at the door. ''FAW 
has been trying to explore oth
er avenues of feminism through 
performance, art, and music. 
Last year, we brought ister 

JACK BROTHERTON '17 / WIRE STAFF 

Feminist punk band, Tomboy, performs at the Den during their college tour. 

SOURCE: MIKE'S BAKERY FACEBOOK PAGE 

Student band Mike's Bakery perform at Wheaton's 2013 Battle of the Bands 

Outsider, which is a spoken 
word duo. We thought this band 
would be a great way to explore 
feminist messages in a really 
fun way. This is an easy and fun 
introduction to FAW that will 
hopefully allow new people to 
take something positive from 
feminism." 

Wolfe commented that this 
event is outside what the Mu· 
sic Co-Op club usually does, as 
they mostly focus on supporting 
student bands on campu . They 
dedicate their club ti me to pro· 
viding rehearsal space for stu· 
dent musicians and pulling on 
concerts. 

As a member of a student 
band, Wolfe understands how 
important it is for tudents to 
explore their musical ability. 
Wolfe's own band, Mike's Bak
ery, certainly felt this on Sat
urday night. Wolfe formed the 
band in ovember of 2011 with 
Ryan Lloyd '15 and Jeff Horn 
'16, and in their fourth year to
gether has rounded out the ros· 
ter with Nick Elliot 'IS. '"fhis 
year, in particular, we arc really 
strong. We've played on campus 
a bunch and at other schools, 
like UMass Amherst and Salem 
State University, so this is shap
ing to be a really big year for us." 

In the future, look forward 
to more events from both FAW 
and Music Co-Op. Their col· 
laboration on this event was a 
great way to bring the campus 
together to celebrate good music 
and new form of feminism, for 
as Gannon said, "feminism is 
about collaboration." 

Roosevelt aunches new initiative to combat political apathy 
BY AMARA SARDELLI '15 
WIRE STAFF 

With the combination 
of the hectic life of a 
college student and 

the seeming inescapability of the 
Wheaton bubble, it can be diffi 
cult for students to find the time 
and resources to vote. As part of a 

continuing trend from yl'ars past, 
Wheaton's own Roosevelt Insti 
tute has been hoping to change 
the trend of student politic.11 ap
athy by encouraging students to 
vote, and helping them lo regis
ter. Thi }Car, Roosevelt Institute, 
with the help of SGA and SSSR, 
has helped register 187 Wheaton 
students to vote through it Vot-

ing Initiative, not including the 
over 300 student that the Insti
tute has helped to register over 
the past couple of years. 

The Roosevelt In litute, which 
is the largest student-run poli
cy organization in the country, 
ha over 120 chapters at differ
ent schools. Wheaton's chapter is 
somewhat unique in that it leads 
a voting in itiatJve on campus. 
Sarah Estrela '15, an executive 
board member and an organizer 
of the Voting Initiative, said, "It 
[the voting initiative] is unique to 
Wheaton in that we don't have ac
tive Democrats and Republicans 
clubs, s~ this kind of fell onto 
Roo evelt because we're really the 
only resource on campus for peo-

pie who arc interested in politic 
and policy." Through on-campus 
advertisements, Twitter updates, 
and email reminders, Roosevelt 
Institute has been able to register 
about 50% of the campus, includ
ing those who have registered not 
through Roosevelt but did so be
cause they were encouraged lo by 
the initiative, said Estrela. 

Wheaton's Voting Initiative is 
in part a response to the lack of 
college student voters throughout 
the country. Estrela notes that the 
lack of voting among college tu
dents is not just a trend within the 
Millennial generation, but within 
past generations of college stu
dents as well. "Stati tically speak
ing, college students just don't 

vote," said Estrela. "A lot of peo
ple become really disillusioned 
with the political process. They 
don't feel like they have as much 
of a voice, especially because the 
people voted into office don't al 
ways look like us, speak like us, or 
come from the same backgrounds 
as us. So it's really hard for stu
dents to identify with the policies 
that are being put forth." 

'lhe Voting Initiative i not just 
about encouraging students to 
vote as an end in itself, however. 
By encouraging students to vote, 
Roosevelt Institute hopes lo make 
students more politically engaged 
and politically aware in general. 
Estrela noted, " tudies show that 
people who vote from an earlier 

age actually become a lot more 
politically engaged and arc more 
informed as citizens and arc more 
invested in the political system." 
Estrela expressed her belief that 
students who vote will hold their 
elected official more accountable 
for their policies and decisions, 
and they will therefore become 
more actively engaged ,vith poli 
tics . 

Estrela emphasized that Roos
evelt Institute did not work alone 
in organizing the Voting lnitia 
tive. SSSR and SGA, and particu 
larly the help of both Dean Kate 
McCaffrey and Dean Vereenc 
Parnell, were all instrumental in 
ensuring the success of this proj· 
ect. 
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The first (and probably last) annual 
Feline Film and Video Festival 

BY NICOLE LABRESH '17 
WIRE STAFF 

The internet loves cats - that 
much is clear to anyone 
with an internet connec

tion. They are featured in memes, 

~~rtoons, and especially YouTube 
. ideos (keyboard cat, anyone?). But 

~ st how much do people love cat ? 
pparently, enough for there to be a 

film festival all about cat . 
The First (And Probably Last) 

Annual Boston Feline Film and 
V·d 1 eo Festival for Humans took 
place on "Caturday" Oct. 11 at the 

~rattle Theatre in Cambridge as the 
aSt st0P on its U.S. tour. Hosted by 

)
Mike Keegan (who, ironically, i al
er · gic to cats) and Jay Wertzler, the 

fe . 
stiva] consisted of two hours of 

cat videos in front of an audience of 
cat-lover meowing in excitement. 
Anyone was able to submit a video 
~hrough their website. Submissions 
1nduded vintage black and whites 
as well as animated videos and ev
erything in between. 

. Four volunteers were chosen to 
Judge: Holly, owner of two cats, who 
co ·d ns1 ers her elf the step-mother of 
her f · d • nen s and family members' 
cats and enjoys dressing up cats and 
tak" 1ng them for a walk in a stroller· 
M· h ' ic ael, one of the youngest audi-
ence members, who believes himself 
to be the owner of "the cutest cat in 

the world"; Heather, a cat video afi
cionado; Suzanna, a vet technician 
and another lover of cat videos. 

1ne highly coveted prize for the 
winning submission was a Poop
er Scooper D'or -- a pooper scoo
per spray painted with gold glitter. 
Unfortunately, the award-winning 
submission did not have a repre
sentative present, so lucky volunteer 
judge Michael got to take it home. 

Prior to Cambridge, the festival 
had a special engagement in Brook
lyn leading up to NY Comic Con, 
featuring celebrity guest judges and 

the first-ever silent cat film. 
Surprisingly, this is not the only 

at-themed film festival of its kind. 
The most prominent is the Inter-

net Cat Video Film Festival, which 
will be coming to Boston on Oct. 
30. This festival is much mo.re cen
tered on the mainstream internet 
cats we all know and love; Grumpy 
Cat was the winner of their biggest 

award last year. 
Cambridge was the last stop of 

the season for the Feline Film and 
Video Festival for Humans, and as 
it was referred to as the First (And 
Probably Last), it will probably not 
return. Fortunately, there is no 
shortage of cat videos out there on 
the internet for any and all procras

tination needs. 
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Guest writers share work 
with Wheaton community 

BY ERYN HOANG '18 
WIRE STAFF 

0 n Thursday, Oct. 
16, poet B. K. Fisch
er, writer Michelle 

Hoover, and playwright Masha 
Obolensky read from their re
spective works in Mary Lyon. 
Those who attended the event 
heard selections of poetry as 
well as excerpts from a fiction 
novel and plays. 

The evening opened with 
B. K. Fischer, who shared sev
eral poems from her memoir 
style book, St. Rage's Vault, 
which follows women in differ
ent stages of pregnancy. Each 
poem is coupled with a piece of 
art, and Fischer showed these 
art pieces as she read each of 
her poems aloud. By reciting 
poems from the weeks after 
conception in chronological 
order, Fischer told a vivid sto
ry saturated with imagery and 
emotion. 

The next to share her work 
was Michelle Hoover. Hoover 
shared an extended passage 
from her fiction novel, The 
Quickening, which originated 
from a memoir written by her 
great-grandmother about her 
farm lifestyle . Set in the early 
1900s, it tells the story of two 

female neighbors, who struggle 
with their work on the farm. 
The lyrical style and represen
tation of women who lived very 
different lives from modern 
women appealed to the audi
ence's senses and left a deep 
impression, letting the images 
sit without explanation. 

Following Hoover' work 
were excerpts from three dif
ferent plays of Masha Obo
lensky: first Marvelous Fruit 
then The Bluebeard Project: 
and lastly Girls Play. Student 
from Wheaton read everal 
roles from each play for the 
audience, from scripts provid
ed. Although they were sim
ply cold reading, their voices 
tinged with emotion a the 
events of the scripts unfolded. 
Because Obolen ky write for 
the stage and focuse on the 
energy between the actors, she 
says that the audience has to 
see everything played out in 
order to better understand her 
plays, despite the vivid manner 
in which one can imagine the 
actions of the voice actors. 

The evening concluded 
with a panel discussion with 
all three writers who answered 
questions about their literary 
works, inspirations, and expe
riences. 

RR~~A~,tight},~unche~_,I!~~t,.~~.ading Room event 
WIRE STAFF In the Reading Room, there "What would happen was that the 

M embers of the Wheaton 

community rushed to 

. the Rushlight Read
ing Room in the Lyons Lounge on 

Wednesday, Oct. 22, and Thursday, 

Oct. 23, to read original literary 

Works by students. In the midst of 
he t' c le schedules, one could stop by 

and stay for any amount of time 

between 2 and 7 p.m. to relax and 

enjoy refreshments while reading. 

Ruslilight is a literary magazine 
that contains creative student writ

i~g in the form of poetry, short sto

ries, plays, fiction, and nonfiction. 

The works explore a multitude of 
sub· Jects - from beauty standards 
to · . 1rnag111ary friends to lost loves. 

People visited the Reading Room 

to read and vote on submissions, 

helping the Ruslliight staff decide 
Which . ·11 b . ' pieces w1 e put m their 

were packets with differently col- first.. .10 to 15 pieces would get a 

ored covers, each of which con- handful of votes ... around the 50 

tained a different set of submis- a ll the way up to the 200s ... and the 

sions. After choosing a packet, a ones at the end would get l or 2 

reader took a voting sheet of the or no votes." This random sort ing 

corresponding color where they placed the works near the bottom 

wrote down, in no particular or- at a severe di advantage, as not 

der, their three favorite works many people would finish reading 

from the packet. Visitors signed in submissions. 
on a sheet and checked off which With this new voting process, 

packets they read, even though, of and thanks to the new color-coded 

course, they could read as many as packets, the process wa more ran

they pleased. domized. As a result, every single 

The voting process has not al- work was read multiple times, giv

ways worked in this manner - in ing every student writer an equal 

fact, it's brand new. Previously, opportunity to be featured in the 

people cast their votes through magazine. 
an onCourse page on which they Mercurio said that she's very 

could read submissions. There happy with the new process. "I like 

could provide a verdict and com- this a lo~," she says. "So far it's been 

ments. This process proved to be working great." 
problematic. Though the votes play a large 

Emily Rosello Mercurio '16, role in determining what gets into 

PHOTO BY CHARLOTTE FRESSllll '1S 

Emily Bryer '15 at Rushlight's first Reading Room event. 

the magazine, having many vote 

does not necessarily guarantee get

ting published. 

The core reading editors, along 

with 5 or 6 other noteworthy and 

respected poets or workshoppers, 

convene to read and discuss all of 

the ubmis ions. 

Together, they can veto works 

with many votes and choose to 

publish those with lesser votes. 

However, for the most part, the 

team relies heavily on the votes. 

"It's semi-democratic," says Mer

curio. 
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Basketba I teams head into preseason with hopes of NEWMAC glory 
BY KEVIN A. GIL '16 
SPORTS EDITOR 

T
he Wheaton men's and 
women' basketball teams 
recently kicked off their 

preseason affairs to prepare for the 
2014-15 ea on with two separate 
mentalities but similar objectives. 
The women' ide plays to "get bet
ter everyday" and grow from the 
present, one of the team philo o
phies set by head coach Meli a L. 
Hodgdon. The men' program looks 
to simply "win games and grow 
as a team", as expres ed by senior 
co-captain Michael Cannon '15. 

Coach Melissa L. Hodgdon will 
soon begin her 12th season as head 
coach of the Wheaton women's bas
ketball program. The 2013-14 sea
son ended with an impre sive 20-8 
winning record with berths in both 
the NEW 1AC Tournament and 
ECAC Tournament. After graduat
ing Sarah Fitzgerald '14 and Lauren 
McClelland '14, the program has 
brought in ix. fir I-year member 
to strengthen the team with young 
talent. The team also has a et of re
turner including four seniors that 
immensely contributed la t sea on. 

enior co-captain Laura Pierce 
'15 ha been top 10 in assist in 
all of CAA Division III wom
en' basketball and plans to win a 
NEWMAC Championship in what 
could be her final season as a Lyon. 
"We fini hed with a olid record 

Recent Resu Its 

Men's Soccer 
10/25 T, 0 0 vs. Coast Guard 

Womens's Soccer 
10/25 W,3 0 vs. Clark (Mass.) 

Field Hockey 
10/25 l, 4-1 vs. WPI 

Volleyball 
10125 L, 3 0 vs. Williams 

Women's Tennis 
10/22 L. 5 2 vs. Mount 
Ho yoke ( JEWMAC 
Tournament Quarterfinal) 

Upcoming 
Home Games 

Men's Soccer 
11/1 vs. Clark (Mass.)@lpm 

Women's Soccer 
11/1 vs Smith. @2pm 

Field Hockey 
11/1 vs. ,1ount Holyoke 
@12pm 

Volleyball 
11/4 NEWMAC Tournament 

last year, but we can definite!)' im
prove," said Pierce. "Looking back 
on last year, we didn't do as well a 
we would've liked the ccond half 
of the season, so we can definitely 
build off of that." 

Another senior co-captain, Ken
zie Kuhn '15, has played and start
ed the majority of the games since 
her freshman year. She's received 
several EWMAC Academic 
All-Conference honors maintain
ing a 4.0 GPA while al o dominat
ing the court as a guard. Kuhn ex
pressed how impressed she is with 
the new additions to the team and 
like Pierce, aspire to win a NEW
MAC title. "I am really pleased with 
pre-season this year," said Kuhn. 
"Every player has brought high en
ergy and intensity to each practice 
and the six freshmen are competi
tive and catch on quickly which is 
really great." 

Another senior co-captain who 
has started the majority of her 
games a a Lyon, Abbie Brickley 
'15, won her l ,000th career point 
in the final game of la t season 
against Framingham State Univer
sity. Brickley feel strongly about 
the team's hopeful ambition to be
come NEWMAC Champions in the 
upcoming season and know ju t 
the way the team will strive to do 
so. "Everyday in our pre-practice 
huddle, coach asks us 'what's your 
purpo e?' and the team responds 
'get better','' said Brickley. "It may 
sound like such a simple goal for the 
season, but if we get a little bit bet
ter every day then winning a NEW
MAC Championship becomes that 
much easier." 

Last season, the team fell hort 
in the EWMAC Tournament 

losing to Springfield College in the 
semi-finals. lhe team was seeded 
2nd going into the tournament. 
This left the Lyons even hungrier 
for a conference title. Their season 
begins on ov. 15 against Plymouth 
State at ti pm in Erner on Gymna
sium as they host the Cheryl War
ren-Powers '95 Memorial Tourna
ment. 

The men's program finished 
last season with a 9-14 record and 
slipped away from qualifying for 
the NEWMAC playoffs. ln their 
final game of the season against 
Emerson College the team sent off 
senior point-guard William Bayliss 
'14 as he moved to third all-time on 
the career a si t list. 

"We're looking to build off of 
last year," aid senior co-captain 
Edward Capstick '15. "Everyone's 

a year older and has been working 
hard in the off sea on, so we are 
looking to improve our record in 
and out of conference. We've made 
good strides over the past few years, 
and hopefully thi year we can put 
it all together and make the jump." 

lhe team ha certainly put the 
work in during the off-season and 
it was displayed during their fit
ness tests when every member of 
the team improved on hi mile time 
from the previous sea on. They 
also made sure to stay active in the 
weight room: just another result 
that showed when they did their 
annual lifting tests. 

Senior co captain Mi hael Can
non '15 al o expressed how well he 
believes the team has been doing in 
preseason. "Preseason is usually a 
time when teams get in shape and 

start with the basics but due to our 
team being in great shape alread}', 
we were able to skip that step and 
get right down to busines ," said 
Cannon. "There's not been one 
'bad' practice yet and we are how· 
ing a lot of potential, both great 
thing to have going into our fir t 

scrimmage in November and into 
the regular season." 

Cannon is a dynamic forward 
whose minutes and points per garne V 
have increased every year ince he 
fir t arrived at Wheaton. Capstick's 
stats have also progre sed over the l 
years as a guard and the t WO look to r 
captain the team into a NEWMAC 
tournament berth with the help of 
other influential players like Bill) 
Battaglia '16 who over a long stretch 
of last season averaged 15.6 points 

a game. •, 
The team has also improved 

on their shooting abilities, which 
hould ultimately help them score 

more thi . season. "1.ast year we 
truggled in this area so it's great to P. 

see how much of a difference there 
is in our shooting this year," said 
Cannon. "Staying confident shoot b 
ing the ball will be huge for us thi, 
sea on," said Capstick. 

The Lyons aim to make the 8 
NEW MAC tournament for the first N 
time since the 2011-12 season. "We 
have a good gr~up of guys who ar~] 
all about putting the team fir I. 

said Capstick. 
The men's basketball team wiJldr 

travel to Keene State College for 0u 
the annual KSC Tip-Off Tournu th 
ment where they will meet up witr ~ 
Western New England Universi to 
ty to start off their season on Nov 
15. Their first home game will bla 
against Roger Williams Universit)n 
on Nov. 22 in Emerson Gymna iun•l1l 
at 7 pm. t 

ti 
KEITH NORDSTROM PHOTOGRAPt-11 

Wheaton men's basketball before game-time at the end of their 2012-13 season. 


