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0TR CALLING ALL WRITERS: I 

Readers, 
Welcome back! Here we are on 

the final sprint to the end of the 
seme ter. 

With the end of pring break 
came the end of Cha ·e - at least 
for me. I will never sit in Cha ·e 
Dining Complex again as a stu 
dent (though, thanks to Dining 
Services, I have kept a piece of the 
infamou green carpeted wall -
and, naturally, will treasure it for
ever). 

People were naturally ambiva
lent about what this would mean 
for campus dining options. l was, 
too - I had nightmare of an 
over -crowded Emerson and im
mense student unrest - pitchforks 
in the Dimple, that kind of thing. 

But, m the first week, at least, 
things have been well, better. 
Let's be honest: Erner ·on has never 
been a comfortable place to fi nd a 
place to sit during peak (read: 12 
and 6) mealtimes, and that hasn't 
changed. But suddenly, for the 
majority of our meals, Wheaton 
students have a grand total of four 
places to e,lt lunch, all on the meal 
plan (and who would have thought 
walking into the Loft in the day
time would be such a novelty?). 

Compare thi weal th of vari
ety to before spring break, when 
we actually had a. few as half the 
option - locat ion-wise, anyway 
- now ava ilable to u . The new 
option don't parti cula rl y disperse 
the crowds from any one location, 
but I can switch it up more easily, 
and that's welcome. Or, I ca n top 
by the food truck a I run - late, of 
cour e - to a lunchtime clas . 

The admin i. tration hould 
be commended for making th i 
transition a student-friendly as 
possible. But there mu t be people 
who think differently - and we'd 
love to publish you! Drop me an 
email at butcher-ne bitt_robert@ 
wheatoncollege.edu if you'd like 
to agree, sound off, or tear the new 
dining option · apart. 

One final note on the dining 
changes: as an aggrieved up
per-campus resident forced to 
walk ,ill the way to Chase on Sat 
urday and ·unday mornings for 
weeks on end, it wa tru ly delight
ful to roll out of my bed in Cragin 
this Saturdar and find myself half
war to food already. (Lower cam
pu residents - I feel your pain. 
Thankful!)" the majority of you wil l 
be here to experience what looks to 
be an exciting Chase renovation, 
o thanks m advance for allowing 

me thi small indulgence.) ABN 

Are you a potential or declared 
English major? 

If you answered yes to any of these, 
consider writing for 

Have you written for the literary 
magazine, Rushlight? 

The Wheaton Wire, 
Wheaton College's student newspaper. 

Do you have strong opinions? For more information, contact editor
in-chief Alex Butcher-Nesbitt: 

Or are you interested in photography? 

Do you keep up with current events? 
butcher-nesbitt robert@ 

wheatoncollege.edu 

Public Safety Media Log, Mar 7-16 
LARCENY-THEFT 
Mar 07, 2015-Saturday at 17:26 
Location: 26/28 TAUNTON AVE 
Sumn1ary: RP walked in to Pub
lic Safety to report his wallet was 
stolen from his room. 

MEDICAL lvledical Incident 
Mar 10, 2015-Tuesday at 11:11 
Location : PARK HALL 
Summary: Norton dispatch ra
dioed a 911 call for Park Hall 1st 

1 vel for 21 year old female hav
ing a seizure. Sending 
Rescue. Ul0 and 013 respond
ing, detern1ined Rm 106. Rescue 
transporting. Deans office has 
been notified. Units clear. 

MEDICAL Medical Incident 
Employee 
Mar 16, 2015-Monday at 06:29 
Location: SCIENCE CENTER 
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Fahoum '18: On Benjamin Netanyahu's win 
How his re-election impacts Palestinian statehood 
SHAHD FAHOUM '18 
COMMENTARY EDITOR 

C?ange seemed realistic when poll s_ sho"'.ed that Ben
Jamin Netanyahu would lo e to his marn opponent, 
Isaac Herzog, of the Zionist Union. Yet the re ults 

of the recent Israeli Knesset Election , which took place last 
Tuesday, showed the close, but clear victory of HaLikud, e
tanyahu's right-wing political party. 

Netanyahu's campaign used the 'Iranian threat' and the 
'Pa lestinian problem' as tools to promote his right-wing 
approach. However, tho e two issues did not strike the 
Israeli publ ic as urgent or central to present-day 
problems. owadays, most Israeli citizen bare
ly care about the matter of peace in the Middle 
East between the Palestinians and Israelis and 
the idea of two states for two nation . After 
the 2008 economic crisis, the Israeli pub-
lic has been bu. y oicing its disapproval 
of the expen es of living in Israel. The 
simple t issue of the increasingly high 
expense of cottage cheese sparked the 
2011 ocial Justice Protests that shed 
a light on the importance of reform in 
Israeli economic policy. These protests 
directly affected the political cene in hav
ing Yair Lapid, a famous Israeli journalist, 
and tav Shaffir, a young socia l activist 
and one of the prominent figures 
of the 2011 protests, 
both join 
t h e 

Knesset. Lapid and Shaffir joined Knesset as a part 
of Yesh Atid and the Labour Party respectively, due 
to their rapid work in advocating for a reformed eco
nomic policy. 

Yet the emphasis on economic policy left the ques
tion of a Palestinian State unanswered. Just a few days 
before the elections, etanyahu stated that there 
would be no Palestinian State under his adminis
tration in order to appeal to the conservative Israeli 
voter. In pile of reconsidering his statement regard-

ing the Palestinian State a week after the 
elections, Net.inyahu is surely not in

tere ted in peace talks with the 
Palestinians: a matter that is 

also obvious to Wa hing-
ton. This may partially 
explain the growing 
tension between Presi
dent Obama and Prime 
Minister etanyahu. 

The re-election of 
Benjamin Netanyahu 
can only mean one 

thing: Israeli policy regarding Pal
estine is going to be no different 

than the one we have witnessed 
for the past nine year . et

anyahu' apathetic approach 
to the e tablishment of the 

Pale tinian State, and his 
pro- ettlement policies 
that give away an in
credibly large portion of 
the tate's budget to the 
settlement and military 
domination, are going to 
result in international 

anctions on the tale 
ofl rael. lhe interior 

tatus quo in Israel 
during etanya
hu'. administration 
will eventually lead 

to creating exteri
or pre sure from 

Europe, where many 
countries are officially 

recognizing Palestine as a 
state. The United States will 

work on contmumg peace 
talk between the hraclis and 

Palestinians and the two-. tate 
solution. 
P rhaps in the next few years, the 

State of Palestine will have to thank 
Benjamin Netanyahu for hi oppre -
ive, anti-Palestinian and inhumane 

policies. lronicallr, they may very well 
lead to the creation and independence of the 

Palestinian tate. 

PHOTO SOURCE: WWW.PALESTINE .COM 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu accepts victory in 
Israel. 

Costa '17: Anthropologists and the fight against torture 
CAROLINE COSTA '17 
FOR THEW/RE 

The Abu Ghraib detention facility, lo
cated near Baghdad, Iraq, served as 
a United States prison for captured 

Iraqis from 2003-2006, during the Iraq War. 
The 3,800-detainee prison was the site of 
numerous human rights abuses during its 
time of operation; some of which were pho
tographed and became public. The horrify
ing, outrageou act of torture committed by 
Us soldiers toward detainees were captured 
through iconic photographs, which show 
prisoners, often naked, being tortured and 
forced to perform a number of humiliating 
acts. lbe prison has since been taken over by 
the Iraqi government-but the memory oft he 
human rights abu es is still a haunting ex-

ample of a sys tem of discipline gone wrong. 
Abu Ghraib has been compared to instanc
es of abuse during the Vietnam War and at 
the Guantanamo Bay Detention Camp, but 
it public nature, due to the circulation of 
photographs, has made the case of the Iraqi 
prison unique. 

In the case of Abu Ghraib, anthropologi ts 
have established a unique position as cultur
al liaisons to aid tho e in need. At its annual 
meeting in 2006, the American Anthropo
logical Association called for, "A omplete 
end to all U.S. military operations in Iraq and 
full U.S compliance with the United at ions 
Convention against Torture." Ethical ques
tions also emerged at the meeting-when the 
possibility emerged that anthropological tac
tics were used to contribute to the torture at 
Abu Ghraib. However, the Association con-

demned both the US occupation of Iraq and 
torture practices, as well as the u e of anthro
pological work in the aid of these practice . 

Many times, anthropologi ts get more di
rectly involved in situations regarding Im
man rights, as in the case of the Guantanamo 
Bay Detention Center. Located in southeast
ern Cuba, Guantanamo is a US detention 
center that now primarily holds detainees in 
the "war on terror." Tactics used again. t pris 
oners, including solitary confinement and 
extremes in temperature, have called into 
quc tion the legitimacy of its disciplinary 
methods. Cases of torture, and thus cases of 
human rights violation , have o curred at the 
prison. This is an ongoing problem, and an
thropologists have offered tangible networks 
of support in addition to writing statements 
of condemnation. 

ln the case of the Abu Ghraib Detention 
Center and the ongoing is ue of Guantana
mo, anthropologists can pla)' a deciding 
role in the fight against torture in detention 
facilitie.. Through analytical article ex
ploring solu tions for the future and direct 
involvement with human rights organiza
tion , anthropologists can not onlr tudy, 
but also combat the truggle against human 
rights abuse. Ry exploring the ethic of pri -
on situations, anthropologi ts demon trate 
that prisons and prisoner of war hould not 
be equated with torture. Although ii i~ loo 
late for the victims of Abu Ghra1b, there is 
still hope that Guantanamo will halt its un
fair treatment of prisoners. With the help of 
anthropologists, organizations, and ordi
nary people, this goal\ ill hopefully soon be 
achieved. 
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selected, this year with more community input 
CHOENING OORJI '18 
WIRE STAFF 

In 1919, Wheaton College conferred its 
first Honorary Degree at commence
ment to alumna Kate Up on Clark '69. 

Throughout the years, Wheaton has con
ferred Honorary Degree to many distin
gui hed and talented individuals. Recently, 
the process of recipient election ha gone 
through changes and become more inclu
sive to community input. 

President Dennis Hanno said that this 
year, the proce of nominating and select
ing the recipients was different a members 
of the Wheaton community were encour
aged to become involved in the process. 
"Typically it's operated in a black box 
where all of a sudden there is an announce
ment about who the new candidates are. So 
at the beginning of thi academic year I put 

together a committee who consisted of fac
ulty, staff and students," said Hanno. "We 
put out a call to the whole community both 
on and off campus to nominate people that 
they thought were deserving of an honor
ary degree from the college." 

This was just the initial stage of the pro
ces as Hanno went on to explain, "When 
we put the call out, we received 50 to 100 
nominations. Thi committee that I put 
together, reviewed the nominations and 
made recommendations about who they 
thought would be very deserving candi
dates to award the honorary degree. They 
gave me a list of names in October and I 
used that list to reach out to people to ex
press our interest in honoring them." 

Hanno concluded by saying, "That way, 
in a nutshell, the way the Ii ·twas developed 
wa with significant community input and 

a committee that put together a list for 
Trustee review because they are ultimately 
the ones who decide who gets an Honorary 
Degree." 

This year for Wheaton's 180th Com
mencement Ceremony, there will be four 
recipients of the Honorary Degree. They 
include Keynote Speaker Lisa Szarkowski 
'90 who is vice president of humanitarian 
emergencies and executive communication 
for the U.S. Fund for U ICEF. 

Hanno said, "Lisa Szarkowski exem
plifies the power that Wheaton graduates 
bring to changing lives and strengthening 
communitie through their leadership and 
service. Wheaton's objective is to make the 
world a better place through liberal arts 
education, and Lisa's work undoubtedly is 
creating a better and more just world." 

The other recipients include former 

NASA astronaut, Steven A. Hawley; Chair· 
man and Principal of Evanston Capital 
Management, David Wagner and former 
trustee and retired senior managing di rec· 
tor of the Business Council for Internation
al Understanding (BCIU), Virginia Weil 
'65, P'98. 

"I cannot do justice to all their accom
plishment ," said Hanno. "But I can tell 
you that what I like about it is that there are 
two Wheaton alums and two non-alums 
and a balance of inside and outside. Their 
accompli hments come from all different 
areas and I think the four of them mirror 
the diversity of interest that we have here 
at Wheaton. o matter who you arc, as a 
current student, you can look at them and 
say - I can be that person someday." 

Card swipe system at library faces setbacks 
KUNZANG TSHERING '17 
NEWSED/TOR 

0 
n March 16, the Wallace 
Library put into effect 
a new card reading sy -

tern that member of the Whea
ton community can u e to enter 
the building dunng evening and 
weekend hour . This proximity 
card reader for the Wheaton ID 
card i located to the right of the 
inner doors at the main entrance. 
lhe sy tern wa tested during 
spring break, but there are till 
kink that need to be worked out. 

The Library Director of Research 
and Instruction, who also oversees 
Public Services, cott Hamlin, 
stated that there were no specific 
incidents that led to this decision 
but rather a general feeling that 
the facilities needed to be more se
cure than they are currently. 

Hamlin said, "Event in the 
world and incident on other cam
puse made us think about how we 
would want to make our library 
safer as this i one of the most pop
ular places for students to study. 
We want to make sure that the stu
dents feel safe when they are here." 

This card reader will be in effect 
from 8 p.m. to 2 a.m. on Monday 
through Thur day, 5 p.m. to 10 
p.m. on Friday, 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
on Saturday, and 8 p.m. to 2 a.m. 
on Sunday. This is when visitors 
are not allowed in the building 
and all other entrances besides the 

front door will be locked. Hamlin 
said, "During the day, the doors 
will be unlocked and wide open 
for anyone in the campus commu
nity to u c, including hours when 
the library is open to visitors." 

Though this system was sup
posed to go into effect last week, 
Hamlin stated that it still had 
some glitches. Ile said, "We are 
resolving those and hopefully it 
will be fully implemental by the 
weekend. The company we work 
with is trying to figure out the is
sue. From their point of view the 
schedule is correct, I think that 
they're determining that not all 
students are in the system." 

In terms of re ponsc from the 
community, Head of Circulation, 
Mary Savolainen, stated that this 
new system affected the opening 
and clo ing times of the two other 
library entrances. On the i ue 
with the new system, she said, "I 
don't know what is causing the 
card swipe system not to work 
correctly. We are working with 
Integrated Systems and Public 
Safety to resolve the is ue." 

Students had somewhat apa
thetic feelings toward this new 
system. Ciara Sidell '15 said, "I 
never felt unsafe in the library and 
this doesn't really change my feel
ings." Two student employees of 
the library said they had not yet 
used the card system and did not 
see the need for it. One of them ex
pressed concern for the jobs of the 

PHOTO CREDIT: WHEATONCOLLEGE.EOU 

The Madeleine Clark Wallace Library at Wheaton College. The library is now implementing a card entry 

system to increase security. 

people who do ~ecurity at night or 
on the weekends. 

In re ponse to this, Hamlin 
said, "We won't make any changes 
to the Safety and Security student 
employees this semester, espe
cially since the system is so new. 

With the card access lock in place, 
we may make some adjustments 
next year, but we haven't had the 
system in place long enough yet 
to determine if we would do that 
or what the adjustments might be. 
Having said that, l do think we're 

going to continue to need Safety 
and Security student employee in 
the Library next year, because they 
do more than monitoring the front 
door." 
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Gebbie leaks lead to student room relocation 
BY LUCAS ROSA '18 
COPY EDITOR 

Even as spring begins to ar
rive to the Wheaton cam
pus, some effects of the 

har h winter till linger. One 
such effect occurred earlier this 
semester to roommates Matisse 
Baumann '16, Jeffrey Sanborn 
'16 and Michael Cronin '16. They 
Were moved out of their room in 
Gebbie and relocated, presumably 
because the freezing pipes and a 
snow-heavy roof caused leaking 
and flooding in the room. Yet, 
there appears to be disagreement 
among staff and students as to 
what caused the flooding was and 
how effectively the situation was 

handled. 
Baumann said that the situation 

in the room was noticed quite ear
ly and quickly became dire. "After 
the initial bliz1.ard ... we noticed 
that the corner of our carpet was 
pretty damp. We didn't think 
much about it, placed a work or
der and then they vacuumed the 
wet carpet," Baumann said. "This 
started to happen repeatedly with 
all the snow and as time went on 
there were leaks in the ceiling, as 
well as by the window, due to all 
the ice and snow on top of Gebbie." 

Baumann said that because of 
their room's location, the snow on 
their part of the roof could not be 
shoveled off because it would be a 
hazard to the workers. The situa-

As Adn1ission office 
revamps ambassador 
program, tour guides 

will go unpaid 
LUCAS ROSA '18 
Copy EDITOR 

W
heaton continue to 
have more student ap
plications with each 

Passing year and this has caused 
the Admi sions Office to revamp 
its ambassador program. 

Among the changes arc two 
new student volunteer po itions 
that have been created. The first is 
the entirely new position of panel 
ist, while the second is a change to 
the tour guide position, which will 
no longer be a paid campus job. 

Each position requires a sep
arate application that focuses on 
a di tinct set of responsibilities. 
According to the email sent out by 
Senior Assistant Director of Ad
lllis ion Timothy Cushing, tour 
guides will be in charge of "[pro
viding] students and their families 
With a comprehensive and engag
ing campus tour. Tour Guides will 
not only provide historical and in
formational facts about the college 
(with the training provided) but 
Will also reflect on and share their 
own Wheaton experiences." 

Students will no longer be able 
to earn money in the position 
through their federal or Wheaton 

work study allotments, as they 
can now. The change has sparked 
some criticism from current 
guides. 

The panelist position will con
tribute to "an expanded version 
of our Information Sessions, in 
which current students will be the 
star of the show," wrote ushing. 
"l nformalion Session will be 
moderated by a member of the 
admission staff and a senior in
tern, but will showcase a panel of 
Wheaton students educating pro
spective students about Wheaton 
through their own personal expe
riences." 

The idea to create a dedicat
ed panelist position came from 
Vice President of Enrollment and 
Dean of Admission & Student 
Aid Grant Gosselin, who said that 
he had spent some time over the 
ummcr thinking about ways to 

improve Wheaton's ambassador 
program. The idea came from his 
experiences while working at Bos
ton College. 

"l had this notion of a panelist 
program that would [allow] more 
tudents to share their stories 

with prospective students rather 
than simply having an admission 
counselor spend an hour giving an 

tion quickly deteriorated and the 
roommates had to be innovative. 
"After about the second serious 
leak which left [more than half] 
of the carpet oaked, my room
mates and I decided to go down to 
the storage room of Gebbie where 
there were extra wooden planks," 
Baumann said. "We u ed these to 
cover the wet rug so we could still 
use the common room." 

Despite their efforts, the smell 
of the mold that had formed on 
the walls, and the fact that the rug 
began to soak more than just the 
common area, made the living con
ditions even more difficult. Bau
mann said that he felt somewhat 
frustrated by the low re ponse 
that the faculty and workers had 

toward the serious problems pres
ent in concerns about the room. 

"Personally I believe that it took 
them a little too long to make a 
decision because we were living 
with mold and a wet carpet for 
almost a month [until] we were fi
nally moved out," Baumann aid. 
1he building service management 
disagreed as Chief Engineer Gary 
Pavao said, "The staff did a great 
job of responding to this emergen
cy." 

As to why exactly the leak oc
curred, Pavao said, "A steam heat
ing coil froze due to a window be
ing left open. Thi has been quite a 
problem during this winter." Pavao 
said that he thought it would be 
beneficial if students learned from 

this, as open windows can be dam
aging during the winter. 

Baumann disagreed that he or 
his roommates had anything to 
do with the leaks and said that a 
worker informed him that this 
was not the cau e of the issues in 
his room. "That only happened 
on the third floor,'' Baumann 
said. "I don't think our room was 
involved in that situation. Due 
to the e events, the roommates 
may further seek reimbur ement 
concerning their 'rooming and 
boarding' charges. Baumann said 
that if it takes too long to get back 
into their old room after this past 
break, then there could be is ues. 
He stated, "Hopefully nothing bad 
will happen [from all of) thi ." 

CAREER SERVICES 

Hundreds of job and internship 
opportunities are being posted to 
Career Connections this spring. 

Check out the fallowing link: 
https://wheatoncollege-csm.sym

plicity.com 

STUDENTS: 

Drop by the Filene Center to see the 
many internship opportunities list
ed on our newly-designed Bulletin 

Board! 

overview of Wheaton." 
The panelist program is al o a 

way for prospective students to be 
exposed to students of the same 
academic interests and give them 
even more reason to apply to the 
college, according to Gos elin. 

"Our hope is to find a many 
ways as possible of helping pro
spective students find out about 
Wheaton," said Go selin. 

Explaining why tour guides 
would no longer be paid, Gosselin 
aid, "Some of it is to free up ome 

funds, to be honest. It allows u 
to have fund available so that we 
can have way of appreciating all 
of our student volunteers." 

He believes that having volun
teer tour guides rather than stu
dent workers will be beneficial for 
everyone involved. 

"The whole point in this is to 
build even more energy. I think 
it say a lot when prospective tu
dents come into the amba sador 
program and realize that [tour 
guides] are not there because they 
are being paid, but because they 
lo e Wheaton." 
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First-year trio hosts new contedic web series at Wheaton 
BY STEPHANIE LANGLOIS '17 
FOR THE WIRE 

Three freshmen have em
braced Wheaton life and 
their fellow Wheaties by 

creating a YouTube series called the 
"Wheat Seat," featuring unique as
pects of Wheaton and its students. 
Kate McLaughlin '18, Livie Ray '18 
and Ellie Levine '18 came up with 
the idea for the "Wheat Seat" over 
October break. 

Their inspiration came from the 
infamous old desk in the front lob
by of Young Hall. They remarked, 
"When we first thought of it, we 
were in Young. We ju t aw the 
counter in the front and began pre
tending we had a new ·how. Then 
we thought, wouldn't it be fun if we 
had an actual new show?" 

Luckily for the e ambitious young 
,. omen, Levine has had a lifelong 
interest in filmmaking. Levine aid, 
"When I wa nine, I tarted making 
mo\·ies. I did a lot of film programs 
as a kid and then I had a comedy 
skit show in high school. , ow I'm a 
film major here." McLaughlin al o 
plan · to pur ue Film Studies and is 
an a piring screen writer for televi
~ion shows. \\'hile Ray plans to be 

a busine s major, all three students 
plan to continue making Wheat 
Seat episodes during their time here 
at Wheaton. 

The show typically consi ts of 
segments such as Wise Words from 
Stir-fry Mark, Shirt of the Week, 

are lucky to have found each other 
and enjoy working together. In fact, 
brainstorming is one of their favor
ite parts of the show. They contin
uously brainstorm ideas through 
group texts, but when it's time 
to get to business, they typically 

"I remember being in Roche Bros. 
and getting this notification and I 
thought, 'Oh no, the whole world 
can ee this now.' But then I watched 
it and I realized, 'Wow, the editing 
really makes a difference."' Since 
then, they have made six more ep-

PHOTO CREDIT: WHEAT SEAT VOUTUBE CHANNEL 

Kate Mclaughlin '18 (left) and Livie Ray '18 (right) interview President Hanno on their YouTube series 
"Wheat Seat" 

highlights of Wheaton events and 
mtervicw with Wheaton ath
letes, RA's, clubs and other student 
groups. Ray noted, "Because we arc 
friend , it's not like a job, it's more 
like fun." They all agree that they 

brainstorm for an afternoon, then 
shoot the episode in a few hours on 
a Sunday. 

Mclaughlin recalls the moment 
the first episode of the "Wheat 
Seat" was uploaded to YouTube: 

isodes and have gained recognition 
on campus. However, they agree 
that it feels odd to be freshmen, not 
knowing many people while sinml
taneously having fans recognize 
them around campus. 

McLaughlin, Ray and Levine 
have recently decided to expand 
their show outside of Young and 
into the Wheaton community. They 
have successfully reached this goal 
and included the Wheatones and 
Pre ident Hanno in their latest ep
isodes. However, one of their favor
ite subjects remains Sam Hickson, a 
sophomore, RA and Dimple Diver 
at Wheaton College. The women 
admit that they like to "troll him a 
little bit" but that he likes it. They 
also like to make their show inter
esting by coming up with strange 
questions for their interviewees. 
Ray explains, "It is all about the 
comedy." 

While the "Wheat Seat" pro
vides hilarious entertainment, it 
al ·o aims to expose the uniqueness 
of Wheaton and its community. 
Levine, Ray and McLaughlin said 
that they want to make the show 
a much about the school a· possi
ble. They invite people to approach 
them if they would like to be on 
the show. "Everyone is involved in 
something," said the three. "We 
want to get as many groups a we 
can." 'lhc women also encourage 
more people to watch their how 
and to like their Pacebook page. 

The Dimple Divers explore new improv horizons 
BY COURTNEY ROQUE '17 
FEATURES EDITOR 

When at the Activities Fair 
at the beginning of the 
semester, there arc end

less clubs and organizations to get 
involved with on campus. One of 
the most fun group i one everyone 
on campus recognizes: The Dimple 
Diver . This improv comedy troupe 
i con i tently entertaining, but 
there's more to the group then just 
the surface laughs they provide; thi 
group con iders itself a family. 

The Dimple Divers started in the 
1990 , and is continuing to progress 
as the year go on. In February, the 
group went to Improv Bo ton', Col
lege Comedy Festival, where they 
placed 9th out of 18. Dimple Diver 
Audrey Dubois '17 commented on 
the experience, "It was definitely 
the next logical tep for us." Dimple 
Diver co-president Linnea Wilh
jelm 'JS was in agreement, glad that 
the group is moving in new direc
tions. Dubois wa n't sure if any of 
the other group would think they 
were funny, ince they had never 
done a how outside orion. Al
though both were nervous for the 
fe tival, the group wa very well re
ceived, Wilhjelm noting, "We were 

able to make an impre sion just by 
being ourselves." 

A student-run group, The Dim
ple Divers had never had training 
with a coach, which they received 
at the Festival. Wilhjelm mentions 
that their coach has even offered to 
meet with them for free thi semes
ter. Dimple Diver Benjamin arat 
'18 remarked on the festival and 
coaching, "We had a great coach. 
We learned a lot, and it was a really 
helpful and great experience for ev
eryone." Although they were being 
judged at this fe tival, Dubois com
mented, "It didn't feel like a com
petition; it just felt like a truckload 
of friends who were making each 
other laugh." 

omellmes making people laugh 
can be one of the hardest parts, 
however. Wilhjelm said, "Feeling 
funny is hard. It's not a natural 
to some of us as it is to others. It's 
difficult if you've had a bad day and 
you have a show or rehearsal. You 
ju t have to pull it together because 
the group depends on you. If one 
person isn't in it all the way, you can 
tell." The comedy seems to come so 
naturally to the group, but Wilh
jelm admits that comedy is fluster
ing, and a big part of performing is 
hiding that y<;m're flustered. Dubois 

mentioned a. imilar challenge, "The 
hardest part ince day one has been 
opening up in general. I'll have an 
idea and then think it's not funny 
enough and there' just this perpet
ual paranoia, but you'll never know 
if it's funny if you don't try. It's a 
matter of taking initiative." 

lhis ability to take initiative is 
one of the many benefits of being 
a part of the Dimple Divers. "It's 
definitely affected the way l speak 
to people," stated Wilhjelm, "You 
have to be able to adapt to change 
and not let it outwardly fluster you." 
Dubois also commented on how it 
has helped her social interactions, 
mentioning, "I feel like it' exactly 
what I needed for my college ex
perience. I had no direction and 
I wasn't part of any clubs. When I 
joined the Dimple Divers I gradu
ally became a more social and ac
tive person who takes initiative in 
things. I'm so happy that I got that 
chance." Sarat remarks, "It's a good 
way to just blow off steam but also 
think about stu,:i: in other ways than 
just sitting in a cla sroom." He also 
mentioned, "It's a good way to let 
other people on campu experience 
improv, see what it is, and let people 
laugh. That's important." 

Wilhjelm enjoys "the communi-

ty and the safe zone that it provides 
on campu . It's a different sense of 
friendship and it's very family-ori
ented. It's like that quirky family 
you get at Thanksgiving. We all 
like and love each other, and those 
things aren't mutually exclusive. 
That's something the Dimple Divers 
have fostered and 1 haven't found 
anywhere else on campus." Dubois 
said, "It's just such a great commu
nity of people who otherwise never 

would have met. We have people 
from all different majors, interests, 
and clas years." "!he group, which 
currently stands at eleven people, 
works well at this number. Dubois, 
Sarat, and Wilhjelm all agreed 
that it's the perfect size, offering a 
great place to work and play. Wil
hjelm, who is graduating this May, 
remarked, "You get attached to it, 
that's for sure." 

SOURCE: THE DIMPLE DIVERS FACEBOOK PAGE 

The Dimple Divers pose at lmprov Boston's College Comedy Festival 
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New exhibit 'Beyond the Frame' 
opens at Beard and Weil Gallery 

ERYN HOANG '18 
COPY EDITOR 

F
rom Feb. 27 to April JO, the Beard and Weil Galleries in Watson Fine 
Arts arc hosting the "2015 Wheaton Bien_nial: Photography Bey~nd 
the Frame." The exhibition features the innovative works of many 

modern American artists who transcend the limits of photography by us 
ing various media outlets. Showcasing various artworks with vibrant colors 
and interesting lighting effects, the galleries cover a range of subjects in
cluding portraits, places, scenery, object and even designs. 

Gary Wahl depicts winter weather from in ide the comfort of his home, 
een through his eyes. The ropped, circular shape images con~bi~ed with 

the color effects echo characteristics of Chinese landscape pamtmgs and 
provide a sense of peace and security. 

Erin Kyle Danna's work with El Raval, Barcelona's ChinatO\~n, reve~ls 
the complexities of the neighborhood. She capture the small, gntty d~tails 
that make up its streets and the interesting textures of her surroundmg , 
presenting them in their raw form in order to capture the neighborhood' 
essence. 

Similarly, Chad Joiner's art reflects the culture and history of desolate 
locations throughout the country, expressing their palpable loneline sand 
isolation. 

Jennifer Liston Mun on combines print and oil-based images to give her 
photographs the qualities of a painting. She experiments with line, color 
and space, thus creating feelings of concreteness-abstractness, as her work 
crosse over from photography into something more. 

Ed Grant also merges painting with photography, albeit in a complete_ly 
different way. Through lighting and color, he evokes texture and depth Ill 

hi artworks and gives them the effect of movement. . . 
Laura Wulf goe beyond traditional photography by creatmg designs 

using solid color , shapes and scratched lines against a dark backgr~und. 
1hrough various techniques, the artists express a variety of sent~ments 

and provide viewers with insights and deeper connections to their sub
jects. The multiple media that they use give their photographs a sense of 
abstraction, thereby leaving room for limitless interpretations of "beyond 
the frame." 

ALEXANDER GIM·FAIN '17 / STAFF WRITER 

Various displays at the new gallery show, "Beyond the Frame." The exhibition will run until April 10. 

25 years later, Gardner art theft remains unresolved 
Historic Boston museum heist still under investigation by FBI 

SARAH GOULD '17 
ARTS AND LEISURE EDITOR 

This Wednesday, March 18, 
marks the 25th anniversa
ry of one of the largest art 

heists in American history. Near
ly 25 years ago, two men broke 
into the Isabella Stewart Gardner 
Museum in Boston and stole over 
a · dozen masterpieces, including 
Works by Vermeer and Rembrandt 
valued at approximately $500 mil
lion. ]here have been thous,1nds of 
leads over the years and a $5 mil
lion reward offered for the return of 
the missing masterpieces. De pite 
extensive investigation, none of 
the paintings have been recovered, 
making the Gardner Museum heist 
one of the nation's most perplexing 

unresolved mysteries. 
Around 12 p.m. on March 18, 

1990, a pair of thieves di guised 
as officers broke into the mu cum, 
stating that they were Boston po
lice responding to a call. One of the 
security guards for the museum 
broke protocol and allowed the "of
ficers" to enter through the muse
um's security door. Ultimate!)', the 
security guard was threatened and 
tied up by the robbers, giving the 
thieves easy, unrestricted access 
into 1 he museum's galleries. 

Stolen works included Rem
brandt's Storm on the Sea of Gali
lee (1633), A Lady and Gentleman 
in Black (1633) and Self Portrait 
(1634), Vermeer's The Concert 
(1658- 1660), Govaert Flinck's 
Landscape with an Obelisk {1638) 

and a Chinese va e or Ku. Work 
by the impressionist arti t Edgar 
Degas and a finial from the pole 
support for a apoleonic flag on 
the second floor were also stolen. 
Edouard Manet's Chet Tortoni 
(1878- 1880) was taken from the 
first floor. 

The museum director, Anne 
Hawley, has been working with 
ex-con arti t William Youngworth 
who told the FBl directly that he 
could facilitate the return of 13 
prized works stolen from the muse
um. At a back-channel meeting in 
1997, museum board member Ar
nold Hiatt lent the ex-con $10,000 
to aid in the recovery of the miss
ing masterpieces. Working with 
Youngworth, the FBI has been fol
lowing leads in Boston, Japan, Ire-

land and France. In 2013, the FBI 
announced that they thought they 
had the identity of the two thie es, 
and speculated that they were a 
part of a large crime network op
erating in cw England. The FBI i 
fairly certain that the artwork was 
taken to Philadelphia and sold, but 
have not been able to trace the loca
tion of the art from there. 

Hawley wa one of the first peo
ple to see the museum in hambles 
with frames and glass sma, hed on 
the floor shortly after the robbery 
occurred. Since the time of the 
incident, the theft has taken an 
emotional toll on her. She endured 
death threats in the weeks follow
ing the robbery and twice had to 
evacuate the museum due to bomb 
scares. Hawley was scared to walk 

to and from work and was forced 
to take alternative routes home to 
a oid being spotted by potential at
tackers. 

Hawley recently revealed that she 
ha plans to retire at the end of this 
year. The Gardner theft has been 
both a profernonal and penonal 
loss for Hawley. The unrnlved case 
has cast a shadow on her tenure and 
has left her feeling uncertain about 
the museum's future. 

De ·pile dozens of fat e leads and 
emotional turmoil, Hawley still 
hopes that the masterpi ces will be 
recovered. The museum plan to 
continue inve ligating 111 the years 
following Hawley's retirement and 
will work clo ely with the FBI and 
US Attorney to facilitate the return 
of the stolen artworks. .. 
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Podbelski looks to lead Wheaton baseball to 
unprecedented 14th NEWMAC title 

BY IAN OPALUCH '17 
WEB EDITOR 

In his 19 seasons as head coach 
of the Lyons, Eric Podbel ki has 
achieved virtually every acco

lade a Divi ion Ill coach can pos
sibly attain. He's been NEWMAC 
Coach-of-the-Year nine times and 
1 ew England Intercollegiate Base
ball Association (, 'EIBA) D1v1sion 
Ill Co,ICh of-the Year h\e limes. 

'I hcse achievement an: cspe
ci,dly astounding given that the 
L> ons only began va1 ity pby in 
1997-when Podbd ki was 111 his 
second p:ar a~ a coach. Since tht:n, 
the te,1111 has n~\'er fimshed below 
.S00-clmch111g 15. 'E\ MAC reg-

ular season titles and 13 NEWMAC 
Tournament championships. In 
2006, the school reached its first na
tional championship game after fin
ishing with a 42-10 record-good 
enough for the highest win total in 
Wheaton history. 

During his time with the Ly
ons, Podbelski has produced 12 
A II-America selections and eight 
professional players. One such play
er, Chri Denorfia '02, was elected 
br the Cincinnati Reds 111 the 2002 
Major League Draft. Denorfia h,1s 
enjoyed a successful 9 year Major 
League earl.er with the Reds and 
Padres-and he attributes much of 
his success to his former coach. 

"Two }'CM before I \ ·ent there, 

it was a JV program. When J left, it 
was a powerhouse," Denorfia said. 
"What he's able to do with no mon
ey ... what he's selling is very im
pressive. It's very easy to buy into." 

Podbel ki's success for the Lyons 
shows no signs of slowing down. 
Last year's team may have broken a 
streak of nine straight 30 win sea
sons, but the Lyons still finished 
with a 27-16-1 record. '!hen, m the 
NEWMAC tournament, Wheaton 
defeated Babson in the semi finals 
before narrowly falling to MlT m 
the championship. 

This spring, the Lyon's opened 
their se,1son in Auburndale, Flon 
da for the annual RmsM,1tt Crntral 
Horida lnvitation,11-whcrc they 

finished 6-4 over ten games. Offen
sively, the team has only produced 
4.3 runs per game despite an im
pressive .764 on-base plus slugging 
percentage. Justin Silvestro '16 and 
Apolinar De La Cruz 'IS have been 
the major run producers-hitting at 
.500 and .304 respectively. Silve tro 
has been an especially important 
part of Wheaton's line-up-leading 
the team in avcr,1gc, on-base per
centage, slugg111g percentage, and 
RBIs. 

Despite only hav111g one senior, 
the Lyon's pitching staff has been 
nothmg but domin,mt, collecting 
53 strikeouts to go along with a 
1.89 F RA. One of the Lyon's young
est pillhtrs, Joe Bongiovanni '18, 

has stood out the most, notching a 
0.93 ERA in hi first three games. 
Jared Clement '16 is also on pace 
for a dominating sea on-his 0.47 
WlIIP is nearly half that of any oth
er Lyon pitcher. 

Wheaton's next home game will 
be March 27 against Bridgewa
ter tate. The contest open, a sev
en g,1me home stand in which the 
Lyons will face ix different teams
including Clark and Babson. 

"Our focus at the moment i to 
win the conference regular season 
champion hip," Podbelsk1 said. 
"With conference play just begin
ning, it would be unproductive to 
look any further down the road 
th,m th,1t." 

PHOTO CREDIT: KEITH NORDSTROM 

left: Senior Apolinar De la Cruz '15 at bat for Wheaton's baseball team. Right: Members of Wheaton women's lacrosse team gather before a recent home game versus Salve Regina. 

Wheaton women's lacrosse aims to defend 2014 NEWMAC glory 
BY PAT O'ROURKE '18 AND 
KEVIN A. GIL '16 
FOR THE WIRE & SPORTS 
EDITOR 

B
uildingoffa2014 'EWMAC 
Championship and a run 
in the CAA Tournament 

that reached the second round, the 
Wheaton women's lacrosse team is 
hoping to continue with both their 
conference success and , CAA suc
ce. s this 2015 season. 

The Lrons concluded their last 
sea. on with a deserving fir t seed 
in the NEWMAC tournament that 
lead to a 15-5 blowout against MIT 
in the conference emifinal and a 
close 8-5 win over conference rivals 

Babson in the championship game. 
The conference title gave the Lyons 
an automatic bid into the CAA 
Tournament where they would de
feat Emerson College in the first 
round but fall short to cw En
gland powerhouse Williams in the 
second round. 

Starting off their 2015 campaign 
with two important non-confer
ence wins at home against Gordon 
and Salve Regina, the Lyons set a 
winning pace they strived lo main
tain for the rest of the year. Howev
er, a series of games would postpone 
further wins. The Lyons dropped 
their third game to Wesleyan in a 
nail biter that finished with an 8-7 
score line and followed with three 

straight losses against Tufts, Trin
ity, and then Endicott in double 
overtime. 

"Over break we faced two tough 
opponent in Trinity and Tufts," 
said junior Madi on Cohen '16. 
''We learned a lot from playing 
those types of teams and the tough 
game have definitely made us a 
better team." 

The team recentlr traveled to 
Becket Corners YMCA camp in the 
Berk hires for some team bonding 
after the tough ESCAC losses to 
Tufts and Trinity. "Like I said, those 
games really pushed us to become 
better and the team trip without a 
doubt brought u clo er and defi
nitely gives us an advantage going 

forward," said Cohen. 
After break the Lyons would re

turn to their winning way with 
wins at Roger Williams, 11-8, and 
then a blowout win this past Satur
day against Bridgewater State, 19 8. 
The team currently has a 4-4 record 
going into their first home confer
ence game against Smith at 7 p.m. 
on Wednesday night. 

" ow that we got out of our rut, 
we're ready to prove how good we 
are going forward," said sophomore 
Jo Bishop '17. "We're really confi
dent in our 1one defcn e and look 
forward to the upcoming NEW
MAC play. 'Ih is is reallr where we 
need to start showing our true col-
ors. " 

The team has goal of defending 
their EWMAC glory from the 
previou season where they ended 
conference play with a perfect 7-0 
undefeated record. "We have a ti
tle to defend and the ball is in our 
court," said Bishop. "We plan on 
repeating 1f not improving on the 
season we had last year." 

The difficult task of going unde
feated in the conference regular and 
post sea ·on for the econd year in a 
row will certainly require immense 
efforts from the Lyons. With fellow 
NEW MAC teams lurking to avenge 
them elves from last year's results, 
the blue and white will have to be 
ready for some more competitive 
games this season. 


