
l'he Lyon's Den reopened in its new space in Balfour-Hood this semester. Credit: Alex Gim-Fain '17 

The Lyon's Den staff adapt to 
new location, increased sales 
l<UNZANG TSHERING '17 
News EDITOR 

After 20 years of oper
ation, the student-run 

D coffee shop 'The Lyon's 
Hen' moved from its crumbling 
f 0 ward Street building to Bal
our-Hood. Though it occupies 
te space that used to be 'The 
h 0ft', the Den has been set up to 
ave a different atmosphere and 

r~vamped menu. Furthermore, 
t e Den is not a part of Aramark 
;nd is unable to accept Lyon's 
. Ucks but have kept all menu 
items under $5. 
b The Den's moving process 
egan two weeks before spring 

;ernester when six current and 
~ture managers returned to 

1 
heaton. Manager Ella Hays

ett-Ubell '16 said that it was a 
rnultiple step process that in
Volved moving furniture and 
a~t~ork, painting the space and 
~IV1ng it a new feeling. Manager 
aylor Hale '18 said that they also 

scavenged furniture from cam
Pus and were given some items 

by faculty and staff members. 
A big renovation made to the 

space was to change how the 
stage is set up from previously 
in the Loft. Hayslett-Ubell said, 
"We did that in the hopes that 
the space would open up and 
that more tables would be fac
ing towards the stage. People 
watching from the elevated sec
tion could see the show clearly 
and the couches down here." 

"It speaks to the greater vi
sion of what we are trying to 
accomplish on campus. Physi
cally we opened up the space so 
that more people could engage 
with the performers and we also 
opened up the atmosphere," 
Manager Wilson Sadowski '16 
said, "People don't have to leave 
their bag at the door, get clicked 
in and sign in at the door. This 
openness is first and foremost in 
our mission statement and some
thing that we will continue to de
velop." 

Sadowski also said that their 
move would not have been pos
sible without the help of Whea-

ton Administration and Staff. 
"The Buildings and Grounds 
department, John Bragel, Jeff 
Dalrymple, and Andrea Holden 
have been incredible. The staff, 
carpenters and plumbers are the 
guts of Wheaton. These are ex
cellent people and ... throughout 
this process we had a better un
derstanding of what Wheaton is 
all about," he said. 

Hayslett-Ubell also said she 
was amazed that administration 
would allow students to use that 
space for the Den. She said, "It 
made us realize that this is an 
opportunity for us to make the 
space much more community 
oriented. Before we were on 
the very edge of campus ... and 
weren't accessible to faculty and 
staff." 

"We want to flood the space 
with programming and activities 
and also invite clubs and orga
nizations to reach out to us and 
facilitate their 

Cont. on page 5 
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Wheaton is caught in 
crossfire from Illinois 
ADAM KILDUFF '16 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

A
dministrators and staff at 
Wheaton have received 
about 100 messages from 

various people who have con
fused the college for another 
with the same name in Wheaton, 
Illinois, including three emails 
from a former Republican presi
dential candidate. 

Wheaton in Illinois, which is 
an evangelical Christian school, 
reached an agreement to part 
ways with Associate Professor 
of Poli-tical Science Larycia Haw
kins after scheduling a hearing 
that would have decided on her 
termination. Hawkins had worn a 
hijab for Advent in order to show 
solidarity with Muslim communi
ties, who she believes worship 
the same God. 

A viral Facebook post from the 
professor, and Wheaton in Illi
nois' reaction to it, ignited a na
tional debate. Wheaton in Mas
sachusetts, an unaffiliated school 
with the same name, began to 
recieve messages from people 
who confused the two colleges. 

"Some of them, even at that 
early stage, were rude, crude, 
nasty," President Hanno said in 
an interview. 

Some of the emails that Hanno 
received criticised him for "fir
ing" the professor, while others 
praised him for "firing" the pro
fessor. He responded to all of 
the emails that he received, clar
ifying the mistake on the part of 
those that were sent. 

The college also emailed par
ents and alumnae/i to explain 
that the news was from the other 
Wheaton. 

Hanno received emails and 
messages from people across 
the country, including a Boston 
College professor, a woman from 
Hawaii and former members of 
the Gentleman Callers. 

The activity at Wheaton in Il
linois also created problems for 
the Office of Admission, which 
received messages from high 
schools that were angry with its 
"decision." Admissions respond
ed to all of the messages it re
ceived, and sent an email to its 
entire listserv 

Cont. on page 5 

College remembers 
Brandon Williams 116 
ADAM KILDUFF '16 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

B
randon Williams '16 passed 
away unexpectedly on Jan
uary 16. He was 21. 

Brandon was a biochemis-
try major at Wheaton and had 
planned on going to medical 
school. He had interned as a re
search assistant at the University 
of New England in Biddeford, 
ME during the summer of 2015. 
He lived in Beard Hall. 

At a service for him in the Cole 
Memorial Chapel, friends, facul
ty and President Hanno spoke 

about Brandon and the impact 
he had made on their lives. 

"He was and will be an import
ant part of our community," Han
no said. "His impact will continue 
long after his three short years at 
Wheaton." 

Several of Brandon's friends 
also spoke at the service, de
scribing him as caring, empathet
ic and a hard worker. 

"In short, he was one of the 
most comforting and empathetic 
people I've ever had the honor to 
know," said Samantha Scott '16. 

The service also 
Cont. on page 4 

Inside this issue: Simmons '16 on hate crimes in the classroom (page 3), NOLA reflects on its trip to New Orleans over 
Winter break (page 6) and a recap of Wheaton sports while we were gone (page 8). 
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w eaton Co lege Public Safety log From the editor 
ALCOHOL/DRUGS Any Drug Violation, Jan 30, 2016-Saturday at 00:32 
Location: CLARK HALL 
Summary: 

ALCOHOL/DRUGS Any Drug Violation, Jan 30, 2016-Saturday at 2:26 
Location: CLARK HALL 
Summary: 

ALCOHOL/DRUGS Any Drug Violation, Jan 30, 2016-Saturday at 2:35 
Location: YOUNG/MCINTIRE/CLARK 
Summary: 

PROPERTY Property Damage, Jan 30, 2016-Saturday at 12:51 
Location: 11 HOWARD STREET 
Summary: 

LOGON Beginning of Shift, Jan 30, 2016-Saturday at 22:30 
Location: PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICE 
Summary: 

ALCOHOL/DRUGS Medical Incident Alcohol related, Jan 31, 2016-Sunday at 00:53 
Location: EVERETT HALL 
Summary: 

ALCOHOL/DRUGS Any Drug Violation, Jan 31, 2016-Sunday at 2:03 
Location: MEADOWS HALL EAST 
Summary: 

MEDICAL Medical Incident, Feb 01, 2016-Monday at 00:21 
Location: HOWARD STREET 
Summary: 

MEDICAL Medical Incident, Feb 01, 2016-Monday at 13:55 
Location: YOUNG HALL 
Summary: RP states room mate not feeling well and seems to have a fever and throwing up .. Would 
like her to be seen. Rescue on scene and transporting to Sturdy. Room mate will accompany the 
patient. Deans office notified. 

LARCENY-THEFT From Buildings, Feb 02, 2016-Tuesday at 19:36 
Location: CRAGIN HALL 
Summary: Students report monies stolen from dorm room 

MEDICAL Medical Incident, Feb 03, 2016-Wednesday at 14:52 
Location: BALFOUR-HOOD CENTER 
Summary: RP states a female fainted in the Balfour Dance Studio 

LARCENY-THEFT From Buildings, Feb 03, 2016-Wednesday at 16:20 
Location: BALFOUR-HOOD CENTER 
Summary: Wallet left behind in the Loft. Upon retrieving wallet monies had been taken. 

ALCOHOL/DRUGS Any Drug Violation, Feb 03, 2016-Wednesday at 19:58 
Location: BEARD HALL 
Summary: Report of strong odor of marijuana on 2nd floor of Beard 

MEDICAL Medical Incident, Feb 04, 2016-Thursday at 17:57 
Location: CHASE DINING HALL 
Summary: Professor called to report student in Chase Square having symptoms of panic attack. 
U104, U11 & U101 responding. 

ALCOHOL/DRUGS Any Drug Violation, Feb 04, 2016-Thursday at 21:49 
location: BEARD HALL 
Summary: RP reporting smell of marijuana on 2nd floor of Beard 

I t's hard not to talk about the 
first week of classes without 
ignoring it completely and 

focusing on the snow. After 
a week of summer (basically), 
power outages across campus 
on Friday confirmed that winter 
is officially here. 

A lot happened while we were 
gone. Wheaton has struggled to 
assert itself in the face of a bar
rage of completely misdirect
ed criticism; a professor at the 
evangelical Christian Wheaton 
College in Illinois may be fired 
for wearing a hijab in solidari
ty with Islam, and we're taking 
some of the heat for it. 

The incident's effect on this 
school has provided an opening 
for Wheaton to be more public 
about its values. However, as 
long as two colleges have the 
exact same name, there will no 
doubt be more confusion. 

This has led to the rumor 
that Wheaton might change its 

name. As of now, seems it's hal 
true; although the name Whet 
ton will still exist, administrator! 
will discuss adding someth'.r! 
to it, like the college's locat1 

("Wheaton College in Mass3 

chusetts," etc.). An unfortuna'., 
deal, but perhaps not a big one 
(Grant Gosselin unequivoca: 
ruled out "Mary Lyon College, 
when I interviewed him las', 
week.) Nothing's final, but 1~

1 

option is on the table. 1 
We also mark the passing 0 

Brandon Williams '16. At t~• 
memorial held for him in tb 
chapel, it was easy to see tlit 
positive impact that he had d 
students, faculty and staff. H 
presence will be greatly missed 

There's less than one seJl'les 
ter of college left. We'll bf 
thinking about that a lot as "' 
trudge through the snow. 
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WHEATON COLLEGE HONOR CODE 

As members of the Wheaton community, we commit ourselves to acl 
honestly, responsibly, and above all, with honor and integrity in all arei 
of campus life. We are accountable for all that we say and write. We a/i 
responsible for the academic integrity of our work. We pledge that VI' 

will not misrepresent our work nor give or receive unauthorized aid. I# 
commit ourselves to behave in a manner which demonstrates concern fol 
the personal dignity, rights and freedoms of all members of the commv· 
nity. We are respectful of college property and the property of otheti 
We w;J/ not tolerate a lack of respect for these values. 

I accept responsibility to maintain the Honor Code at all times. 

Have a correction or l~tter to the editor? Send an email to kilduff _adam@wheatoncollege. 
edu, or come visit us! We meet in the 1960s Room in Balfour on Tuesdays at 7 p.m. 

Ir ,' 
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We must begin to combat hate crimes in the classroom 
LIZA SIMMONS '16 
FOR THEW/RE 

Three weeks after Meadows was marred by offen
sive imagery, our Neurobiology class strayed from 

h· the syllabus to address this gross act. Instead of 
~s usual cheery disposition, Professor Morris addressed 

t e class in an uncharacteristically solemn tone. He ex
~~essed the way in which this event was devastating to 

irn and to our community, and he extended an offer of 
~upport to suffering students. Professor Morris prom
~ed that his door would be open at any time for stu-
d e~ts to come speak with him. The classroom was silent 
unng this brief speech as these facts were addressed. 

S In a letter to the faculty regarding the One Wheaton: 
tand Against Hate event, Provost Linda Eisenmann 

Wrote, "students rightly pointed out that a self-select
ed group attends such events, while the classroom 
;eaches everyone." The classroom is the optimal place 
_or addressing these issues, but that does not mean it 
is easy. Professor Morris explained his concern prior 
~o ad~ressing the class: "I am worried that, despite my 
/st intentions, I might end up saying something that 
pid more harm than good." Despite his trepidations, 
rofessor Morris stood up for what he believed in and 

"What happened in Meadows threat
ens the safety of oppressed individuals 
on our campus and therefore affects 

the entirety of Wheaton College." 

put the health of our community above his own discom
forts. After class he expressed, "Based on the thanks 
I've heard from students for raising the subject of race 
in Neurobiology class, I'm very glad I did [address the 

issue]." 
Professor Deyonne Bryant of the English department 

set aside ten minutes for a similar discussion. "It was 
essential," she said of the conversation. "The somber 
mood in the seminar room improved significantly after 
our discussion, in which all members of the creative 
writing workshop willingly participated." On a larger 
scale, Professor Bryant added, "acts of discrimination 
and hatred outside the classroom have a direct bearing 
on attitudes in the classroom. Students who are dis
criminated against are left feeling excluded, isolated 
and defenseless. I think that faculty members have an 
obligation to correct this situation." 

. Professor Michael Berg of the Psychology department 
discussed the reasons behind committing hate crimes 
and micro-aggressions with his First Year Seminar. He 
~oted that "st~dents are often hesitant to speak up 
in class about issues pertaining to diversity and issues 
regarding race in particular. But rather than take this as 
a sign of _apathy, I see it as a sensitivity to the delicacy 
of these issues and the fear of not wanting to appear 
racist." 

As comfortable as it is to hide behind our textbooks 
and laptops, we cannot hide from hate crimes. These are 
~einous acts ~~at intend to provoke fear in our marginal
ized communities. What happened in Meadows threat
ens the safety of oppressed individuals on our campus 
an~ therefore a_ffects the entirety of Wheaton College. 
This cannot be ignored. Emotional and physical safeties 
are critical in creating a campus that facilitates both 
learning and community. I can only hope that other Pro
fessors and students will follow the leads of Professors 
Morris, Br~ant, ~nd Berg, and take the initiative to bring 
these pertinent issues of marginalization into classroom 
discussion and beyond. 

Island-hopper tourists miss out on unique Greek culture 
NEFELI BATlSTATOU '19 
FOR THEW/RE 

Greece has always been 
the designated hotspot 
for vacationing. Many 

People associate it with summer, 
~un_, and beaches.They tend to 

eheve that Greece is synon
Yrnous with the Greek Islands 
a d ' ~ they are not to blame since 
~ ere are 6,000 islands and 
islets scattered in the Aegean 
and Ionian Seas. When people 
1/. 
• 151t Greece, they go usually 
island-hopping in search of the 
sun and fun. The problem with 
that is that they miss the history 
and culture of my Greece. 

Lately, the island-hopping 
Phenomenon has been real-
ly popular. This entails travel 
agencies taking advantage of 
the desire of millions of people 
~round the world to visit Greece 
Y organizing trips to Greece 

that include several destina
tions-mainly islands. This sounds 
really attractive, as it gives the 
~Pportunity for someone who 
as never been to Greece to 

v·. is,t many places all at once. 
However, this practice is not 
effective at all and becomes a 
real problem. 

ihis makes the decision of 
Potential tourists difficult, as 
~hey never know which Greek 
islands to visit. The options are 
so numerous, but people's time 

and budgets are usually limited. 
In this case, island-hopping is 
a solution. You pick four or five 
islands or an agency-organized 
package, and in a week you 
have been to all of your dream 
destinations. 

However, Greek island-hop
ping detracts from the real ex
perience of traveling _to Gr_eece. 
The only thing you will do 1s 
visit the famous beaches, enjoy 
cocktails at the beach bar, eat 
in the popular taverns and enjoy 
more drinks in the well-known 
clubs. Tourists will have no time 
for sightseeing, museums or iso
lated beaches-only partying and 
sunbathing. Greek civilization, 
culture and history are set aside 
in these tours. 

Unfortunately, a lot of people 
tend to forget what Greece is 
mainly known for: its immortal 
civilization and unique culture. 
Rick Steves states in his article, 
"Greek Island-Hopping Basics," 
that "whenever you visit, enjoy 
your time here and simply give 
yourself over to the Greek 
islands. With a few exceptions, 
the sights (museums and ruins) 
are not worth going out of your 
way for-you're here to relax 
on the beach and explore the 
charming towns." In my opinion, 
this is the worst way to approach 
the Greek islands and Greece 
in general. It is ignorant to treat 
the Greek civilization and culture 

T~e island of Santorini. While the Greek Islands are certainly beautiful, if you only island ho , ou'II 
miss the powerful Greek culture. Credit: Lonely Planet. p y 

in th!s manner, as they have ping can be fun and a great kind its sights. 
survived so much through the of tourism provided that the Greece is undoubtedly a 
centuries and they have offered tourists acknowledge that the promising destination. Let your-
so much globally. places they visit have historical self experience the real Greece. 

~reek-island hopping wil_l and cultural background. They Live your myth in Greece. Learn 
be m effect as long as tourists should take the time to talk to its civilization and culture and 
misunderstand the real signifi- the locals so that they can come combine vacation, sun and sea 
cance of traveling. Tourists could closer to the Greek way of living with the history and insuperable 
probably try to spend more than and temperament, or at least monuments of a country that 
three or four days on each island spend a morning or the whole combines everything in harmo-
so that they have ample time to day learning about the island's ny. 
get familiar with it. Island-hop- history and traditions by visiting 
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Seniors are victorious in 2016 Class Wars 
KUNZANG TSHERING '17 
NEWS EDITOR 

T
he audience looked on 
with bated breath as a 
participant poked at a Jen

ga block, slid it out and placed 
it carefully on top of the pile. 
This was met with a roar of ap
proval as that class came one 
step closer to winning the $600 
grand prize. This was the atmo
sphere present at the 2016 Class 
Wars on February 5th in Balfour 
Hood. After competing in vari
ous events, seniors won with 66 
points followed by juniors (46), 
freshmen (45) and sophomores 
(43). 

To earn these points, partici
pants from each class competed 
in games such as Jenga, connect 
4, pool, ping pong, trivia, dance 
battle, Wild n' Out and Voice of 
Wheaton. The winner would get 
10 points for their class, the run
ner-up seven then five and three 
points respectively. Participants 
also won individual gift cards to 
Amazon and Chipotle. 

This event came about as the 
Class of 2018 council discovered 
that class wars were an annu
al tradition at Wheaton until 
around 2008. They wanted to 
bring the games back and start
ed planning for this event at the 
end of last semester. The council 
put in a proposal to the Student 
Government Association (SGA) 
in order to get approval for fund
ing, planned the events and then 
invited the representatives of 
other classes to recruit their par
ticipants. 

Treasurer Dolma Yangdon 
'18 said that the budget for the 
event was approximately $3600. 

This covered the prizes, t-shirts 
and food for the participants. 
Yangdon said that everyone was 
very willing to bring back this 
tradition of friendly competition 
between the classes. She said, 
"Everyone was very responsive; 
they (class representatives) sent 
out surveys to their classes to 
get participants and SGA was 
ready to fund us." 

Yangdon also said that she was 
surprised to see the good turn
out and response to the event. 
She said that they anticipated 
around 40 people but had 90-
100 instead. "We didn't expect 
anyone else but the participants 
to come. We also didn't expect 
the audience to be there till the 
end and be very responsive to
wards the singing competition 
and dancing competitions," said 
Yangdon. 

Class Vice President Forrest 
Sung '17 said that the class rep
resentatives got in touch via 
email and spread word of the 
event on Facebook and by word 
of mouth. Sung was interested 
in having the class wars become 
and annual event. He said, "May
be we could have more activities 
or events or have it in better 
weather like class Olympics. But 
this was during the winter, so we 
had somewhere to get togeth
er when its too cold outside. It 
brought people together as a 
community." 

Yangdon echoed these 
thoughts and said, "We hope 
that class wars become a tra
dition and that the Sophomore 
class council be responsible for 
organizing these class wars. We 
were planning on doing more 
next year such as moving the 

Class competitors compete in events such as jenga and ping-pong. 

event to Haas and having basket- said, "I'm surprised there are so 
ball, soccer. (For that we would) many people that have come out 
need more participants." despite the bad weather today. 

Phuntsho Norbu '19 who was I hope this is a regular deal and 
the snooker champion said that I would like to see it in the sum
he would like to see the events mer." 
be done one at a time and with 
better equipment. Audience 
member Shruti Sudarsan '19 

Sara Zhang '16 who was the 
ping pong champion said that 
the class wars allowed students 

Credit: Andrea Holden 

from different class years to get 
together together and have fun
Zhang's self-appointed 'coach' 
Javon Mullings '16 said of her 
performance, "Sara always 
showed a lot of promise. All she 
had to do was breathe. When 
she is at her best she is her very 
best." 

College comes together to remember Brandon Williams 
Cont. from page 1 

included words from Assistant 
Professor of Biology Jenny Lanni, 
who was Williams' advisor. 

Friend Jacqueline Richards '16 
also gave a eulogy, which she 
provided to this newspaper. 

"Brandon taught me more 
about myself in the last year and 
a half than I taught myself in 21 
years," Richards said. "Brandon's 
name is a name we should not 
avoid. It is important to honor 
Brandon by not pretending as 
though he did not influence our 
lives. It is easy to lose yourself 
in the death of a loved one and 
I know that in talking about his 
death we find sadness and con-

fusion, but we have to remember 
that Brandon lives on through 
our memories and us sharing 
those memories." 

Brandon was an active mem
ber of the May Fellows, and 
served on the May Fellows Ad
visory Board. He also served on 
the Wheaton Chorale and Cham
ber Singers. He had a high grade 
point average at Wheaton, and 
had been published in the Whea
ton Journal of Neurobiology Re
search. 

He was the subject of a sto
ry in the Winter 2015 Wheaton 
Quarterly about his summer in
ternship; which was titled "First 
Internship, Lasting Lessons." Brandon was interviewed by the Communications Office about his summer internship. 

Credit: Communications Office 
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Wheaton is caught in crossfire from Wheaton in Illinois 
its image and build itself as a 
recognizable brand. A national 
survey conducted by the college, 
the largest ever, is a centerpiece 

made as of now. him. He expressed interest in 
holding events on campus in re
sponse to what has happened at 
Wheaton in Illinois. 

Cont. from Page 1 

that attempted to correct the 
mistake. 

Hanno and his staff have used 
!he opportunity to get Wheaton 
in Massachusetts' name out in 
the open. "If the name Wheaton 
~s ,'.n the news, let's capitalize on 
it, Hanno said. 

The college sent an op-ed with 
Hanno's byline to several differ
ent newspapers. It was picked up 
~y The Washington Post, which 
titled it "My college got caught 
up in the horrifying rage over 
Wheaton's Muslim-Christian God 
debate." The title that the col
~~ge submitted for the piece was 
Reckless Incivility: The Talk That 

Ails Us." 
The opinion piece criticises "a 

growing culture of harassment 
and rage" that it says animates 
much of contemporary political 
discourse. Hanno said that they 
received hundreds of responses 
after it was published. 

Grant Gosselin, who is vice 
president of enrollment and 
dean of admission, received a 
message from a guidance coun
selor in Houston, Tx. who alerted 
him that she had stopped telling 
the students she was advising to 
go to Wheaton and had alerted a 
number of other high schools in 
the area. When told of her mis
take, she apologized and said 
she would try to remedy the 
damage. 

The confusion between the 
two colleges comes at a time in 
which Wheaton in Massachusetts 
is trying to increase the reach of 

Delay in Emerson 
renovations pushes 
back opening 
LUCAS ROSA '18 
COPY EDITOR 

Emerson Dining Hall, which 
underwent renovations 
over winter break and was 

originally set to be in operation 
at the beginning of this semes
ter, will not be open until Febru
ary 15. During the renovations, 
setbacks in construction caused 
a delay and this has brought up 
some concerns from members of 
the student body. 

The construction to Emerson 
relied heavily on 'as-builts' which 
are detailed depictions of the 
building's architectural struc
ture by former builders. In this 
case, a major steel column was 
overlooked and not included in 
the 'as-builts' which caused the 
delay. "Since it is a critical steel 
support column, we had to work 
around it rather than remove it," 
said Brian Douglas, Vice Presi
dent for finance and administra
tion. 

Douglas said he wasn't aware 
of any complaints or annoyances 
from students and thinks the un
veiling will be great, as he said, "I 
think students are excited to see 
the renovated space ... We have 
Painstakingly restored the wood
Work in the main dining room, 
Which when coupled with the 
new lighting, flooring and furni
ture, and some nice little touches 
throughout the room will make 
this a truly special place to gath
er and socialize." 

Douglas was also quite touched 
that Student Government Asso
ciation gave the Dining Program 
a resolution of thanks and appre
ciation for their efforts. He said 
that the administration has tried 
to take student voices into ac
count. In an email to the student 
body, Douglas said, "Based on 
the results of a recent dining sur
vey, we have already made great 
strides in making our dining pro
gram one of excellence, and look 
forward to successfully complet
ing this important effort." 

Though the administration is 
optimistic, some students were 
of the opinion that the delay was 
unacceptable and has caused 
major inconveniences. Matt 
Wollrath '18 said, "I do think that 
if the administration promised 
that it would be open, it should 
be open." Forrest Sung '17 said, 
"My only concern is that it might 
be contributing to long lines 
at the hood cafe and the Davis 
Spencer cafe." 

Wollrath added that he thinks 
the two weeks may not make a 
huge difference though, due to 
his expectations, as he said, "I 
feel like it almost didn't matter 
that it wasn't open at the begin
ning of the semester. It was ba
sically closed last semester. The 
failure to open is just the latest 
development in the dining disas
ter since the beginning of this 
year." 

of that effort. 
Meetings about the response 

to the at Wheaton in Illinois have 
included the President's Council 
and Gene Begin, the new vice 
president of marketing and com
munications, who started his job 
only a few weeks ago. 

The college had considered 
hiring a public relations firm, but 
decided it had the resources to 
conduct its marketing in-house. 

In an interview, Gosselin did 
not rule out a change to the 
college's name as a possible re
sponse, saying that the college 
might consider adding a location 
to it, for example. He stressed 
that no plans to do so have been 

"I think it would be irresponsi
ble for us not to at least ask the 
question," Gosselin said. 

Hanno has invited Hawkins to 
speak here, partly in response 
to a Facebook post from William 
Blackmer '16. She responded 
and is open to the idea, although 
they have not worked out a date 
yet. 

Gosselin noted that there will 
likely be another media blitz 
when Wheaton in Illinois con
cludes its procedure and decides 
whether or not to fire Hawkins. 
{which happened after the inter
view was held). Hawkins was the 
first African American to receive 
tenure at Wheaton in Illinois. 

Hanno also invited Wheaton in 
Illinois' president, Phillip Graham 
Ryken, to play basketball against 

Ryken's son is the student who 
made a film on Wheaton in Mas
sachusetts' campus about a stu
dent who accidently goes there, 
thinking it is Wheaton in Illinois. 

Meritt Crowley, the vice pres
ident of advancement, also re
ceived angry messages. 

Wheaton in Illinois is named 
after the town it is located in . 
Wheaton in Massachusetts is 
named after Eliza Baylies Laban 
Wheaton, whose wish for a living 
monument was fulfilled by her 
father-in-law shortly after her 
death. 

The Lyon's Den staff adapt to 
new location, increased sales 
Cont. from Page 1 

own events in this space," said 
Sadowski. 

Hale said, "Our programming 
is triple (what it was). That's go
ing to bring in more students 
and increase our revenue." This 
would mean that the same sized 
staff would have to adapt to the 
stressful conditions of the new 
Lyons Den. 

"As a work study job, there are 
some limitations for how many 
we can hire. So we are thinking 
creatively about ways to adjust 
because we have seen the num-

bers skyrocket after we have 
come into this space," said Hays
lett-Ubell, "we were serving 20 
people a night and our numbers 
are upwards of 100 for the past 
4 nights." 

Crystal Blair '18 who works as 
a barista in the Lyons Den said 
that they had a lot more custom
ers in this new location and have 
done a great job of adapting to 
this. "We have become focused 
and become tighter in our tech
niques," Blair said, "Our menu 
has increased to include paninis, 
smoothies and fresh fruit but we 
also have nachos and mozzarella 
sticks. We are just working real-

ly hard to provide what the stu
dents want." 

Sadowski said that the Ly
ons Den would keep on evolving. 
He said, "management staff is 
always going to be turning over. 
It's ever-changing and we have to 
be patient." Hayslett-Ubell said, 
"That's the beauty of it being a 
student run business, there is go
ing to be new life and ideas com
ing in every year and a complete
ly new cycle every four years. Its 
not going to be the same tomor
row and definitely not the same a 
month from now." 

Emerson renovations have left the space unrecognizable. Credit: Chris Vinson 
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Annual Sociology and 
Anthropology Symposium 
explores current issues 

------

Taylor Wilson '16 speaks at the symposium. 
Credit: Alexandra Natale '16 

ALEXANDRA NATALE '16 
MANAGING EDITOR 

cademic exploration can 
be a critical tool for under• 
tanding current events in a 

nuanced way. The Annual Sociolo
gy and Anthropology Symposium 
provides students the opportunity 
to engage with timely issues while 
learning from their peers, one of 
the greatest strengths of Whea
ton's academic community. 

As people continue to be dis
placed by civil war and crisis, gov
ernments are struggling to accom
modate and integrate refugee 
populations. These issues were 
heavily interrogated at this year's 
symposium. Sociology professor 
Hyun Kim moderated a panel ti• 
tied, "Displacement and Resettle
ment," which featured Taylor Wil
son '16, Alyssa Reed '16, and Erin 
Cotton '16. 

Taylor Wilson presented her the
sis, "Political Mobilization and Re
sistance: Activism in the Occupied 
West Bank and Abroad," which 
was informed by her fieldwork in 
the Palestinian territories. She ex
aminedthe different methods peo• 
pie engaged in to bring awareness 
to the plight of Palestinian people 
to the international community. 
Wilson was particularly interested 
in the role of art, and her photos 
of protest art along the Israeli-Pal
estinian separation barrier were a 
highlight of her presentation. Her 
examination of the international 
community's role in activism was 
especially timely, and her analysis 
of the movement to boycott, im
pose sanctions and divest from 
Israel provided an academic per
spective on another topic currently 
debated in the news. 

Alyssa Reed was drawn to ex.am
ine the role of "befrienders," vol
unteers who develop relationships 
with refugees and their families, 
after volunteering as a befriender 
herself. Her research centered 
on social and cultural exchange 
between befrienders and refu-

gees. Befrienders fill a unique role 
that government programs often 
cannot; they help refugees learn 
social cues, and skills we take for 
granted, such as knowing what to 
wear in certain occasions, such as a 
birthday party or job interview. 

Conversely, Erin Cotton situated 
her research from a community re• 
source center in New Hampshire. 
Her thesis, titled, "We Learn the 
Hard Way in Africa: Education 
and Resettlement among South 
Sudanese in Manchester, New 
Hampshire," explored how refu
gees settled into their community. 
Her research centered mostly on 
one informant, Peter, who-Shared 
his experience fleeing South Su
dan, living in refugee camps and 
ultimately resettling. His story 
highlighted many of the issues ref
ugees face upon arrival in a new 
country: language barriers, dis
crimination and lack of knowledge 
of cultural cues, as highlighted by 
Reed's research. He pursued high
er education, ultimately receiving 
multiple degrees from Granite 
State University. Cotton noted that 
the South Sudanese community in 
Manchester had a strong sense of 
national pride and often spoke of 
returning to rebuild South Sudan. 

A common thread in each pre
sentation, as moderator Professor 
Kim noted, was that while the com
munities mentioned had been vic
timized, they were not victims. The 
rigor of Wilson, Reed, and Cot
ton's research allowed the Whea
ton community to engage with 
individuals and communities on a 
micro-level, which was immensely 
valuable. 

News stories about refugees 
and marginalized populations 
are often focused on the large 
challenges they face, sometimes 
eclipsing their individuality and 
humanity. The theses presented 
demonstr~ted the value of aca
demic ex.changed and epitomized 
the strong intellectual community 
at Wheaton. 

FEATURES 

Wheaton students reflect on a 
rewarding experience in New Orleans 

l1
is winter break, a group of 
4 Wheaton students and 
our faculty members made a 

trip down to New Orleans as part 
of the NOLA Club's annual work to 
rebuild homes damaged by Hurri• 
cane Katrina. 

This August will mark the elev
enth anniversary of the natural di
saster, and although eleven years 
may seem like a long time to some, 
the city is still a long way from re
covering completely. Student Ellen 
Fossett '16 has been on the NOLA 
trip twice now, and says "The fact 
that they still needed help there, 
1 didn't really realize that the first 
time I went. You really see how 
much still needs work, and there's 
still so much to do. People still 
want to come home." 

Graham Johnson '18, who par
ticipated in the NOLA trip for the 
first time this winter break, says 

that one of the most interesting 
things about the trip was witness
ing the wealth disparities in the 
city. "There are certain districts 
of the city that are less wealthy 
than others, and you can tell just 
by looking at damage repairs and 
how much has been done to the 
houses," says Johnson. Johnson 
was motivated to revisit New Or
leans after going in 2003 as a child. 
Johnson says, "I remember it look
ing almost unnecessarily pretty. 
It had really unique architecture. 
I wanted to see how much it had 
changed and I really like helping 
people." 

The Wheaton group worked 
with nonprofit organization The 
Saint Bernard Project to rebuild 
a local woman's house, who has 
been waiting for an organization 
to help her for ten years. Students 
who attended the trip say there is 
a large problem with scammers in 
the New Orleans casualty indus
try. "This casualty group she was 

working with had promised to have 
her house finished by the time our 
Wheaton group got there," says 
Johnson. 

Their primary work in New Or
leans over the week was putting 
up drywall in this woman's home. 
"When we got there, none of the 
walls or the ceiling were up, all you 
could see was the framing and in· 
sulation," says Fossett. Students 
say that seeing the end results of 
all their hard work at the end of the 
week was one of the most reward· 
ing parts of the trip. "Seeing how 
much you can accomplish from the 
first day to the last was great. A lot 
of us had never even put up dry
wall before," says Ellen Fossett. 

"It really helped us to recognize 
how fortunate we are. It made me 
appreciate the world around me," 
says Johnson. Wheaton students 
bonded through this trip, learned 
new skills, and gained a greater ap
preciation of their privilege. 

Poet Ross Gay urges students to 
recognize beauty in performance 
EMILY BERGMANN'16 
COPY EDITOR 

garden path sentence is 
one that misleads the read

r or listener -- it starts one 
place andheads another entirely, 
referencing the idiomatic "to be 
led down the garden path." We 
are duped, played, taken some
where and perhaps set in another 
narrative. Ross Gay is a gardener, 
both in practice. He gardens both 
at his own home and as the found
er of the Bloomington Community 
Orchard, a "free-fruit-for-all food 
justice and joy project." In theory 
he places us in stories and thought 
processes that we did not imagine, 
has us watch things grow in his po
etry that we did not know he had 
planted. Gay doesn't intend to 
anger when his pieces grow into 
something we didn't foresee. He, 
rather, seduces the listener, es• 
pecially in the case of last week's 
reading in the May Room. Gay read 

from his most recent book, Cata
log of Unabashed Gratitude, which 
was nominated for last year's Na
tional Book Award in Poetry. His 
broad smile and banter are intox
icating; he seems like a teacher 
that you really hope likes you. Af
ter all, he works as a professor of 
creative writing at Indiana Univer
sity (as if he doesn't have enough 
to do). His first mode of operation 
in this book is praising the beauti
ful things in life, often seemingly 
ordinary things in nature, such as 
fig trees and other things growing 
in the gardens he tends. Several 
times during the reading he called 
on audience members to describe 
what it felt like to eat various fruits 
he wrote about -- a fresh fig or 
mulberry. This is what draws the 
listener initially: his bounding, un
embarrassed, enthusiastic love for 
the quotidian, his true joy in but· 
toning and unbuttoning his own 
shirt. The praise poem is elevat
ed to the spiritual here - sacred 

verse for the secular. But what he 
effectively does, too, is lead us 
somewhere else. Gay also profi
ciently and beautifully writes about 
other subjects. His father, his ad
olescence, a friend murdered at 
the hands of racism in America. 
Gay takes us to these uncomfort
able places because he wants to 
remind us that regardless of our 
cognizance of our own troubles, 
and involvement -- we can still be 
joyful and grateful for beauty, and 
things we love. In a break between 
poems he spoke about his time at 
Sarah Lawrence for his Masters of 
Fine Arts. He said that it felt awk
ward from time to time writing 
about things that one truly loved, 
for fear of judgment from other 
writers. Gay also advised us, in the 
face of this, to brush that off and 
continue. And thus, he signed my 
copy of Gratitude: "Keep keeping 
the gratitudes going! That is one of 
the happinesses, don't you think?" 



The grand opening of the 
n,ew Lyon1s oe,n is m,et 
with rave review 
EMILY BLAY '19 
WIRE STAFF 

Get ready. The Lyon's 
~en is ~ack, an~ t_his 
time, with a P'an1111 

press. 
There have been undeniable 

hesitations over the past few 
months about what the Den 
Would be like once moved into 
the space that was once the 
loft. The somewhat decrepit 
building that housed the Den 
had become part of its identi
ty, and as rumors of the build
ings condemnation spread, the 
student body began to wonder 
what the Den's fate would be. 
The Loft, the site of late night 
greasy food and bingo, had a 
distinctly different vibe from 
that of the Den. Where the 

- Den was welcoming and warm, 
the Loft was crowded and 
loud. 

Upon ent,ering the new Den, 
almost all visions of the Loft 
disappear. The stage is in a 
different place, artwork lines 
the walls and familiar student 
baristas stand behind the 
counter waiting to take orders. 
The energy feels the same; 
ther,e is an air of positivity, 
of humor and of not ta~ing 

anything too seriously. The 
couches are familiar and the 
same pianos rest against their 
respectful waills. Most things 
really have remained the same. 

Besides the Panini press, 
new aspects of the Den in
clude an espresso machine (in 
the coming weeks) and 'open 
mic' events every Wednesday 
evening at nine o'clock as 
opposed to every other week 
in the past. There is also an 
opportunity for stude~ts to . 
curate their own ar-t displays 1n 
a rotating, instil,lation. 

Regardless of its aesthetic 
chang,es, what really defines 
the Den are the spirits of the 
people who manage it and 
those who spend their time 
there. There are consistent 
smiles on people's faces, 
coffee or tea in their hands, 
and music as the backdrop to 
it all. The Den is about commu
nity. Without the community 
of people who share similar 
values, the Den would simply 
not be possible. The Den is 
also about creativity and col
laboration in everyday life and 
in specific pursuits. Coffee, 
cookies and even panini, it 
seems, really can bring people 
together. 
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Twenty One Pilots' sudden 
mlainstrea:m music invasion 

JORDANA JOY '17 
ARTS AND LEISURE EDITOR 

T
he Twenty One PIiots 
have continued to we,ave 
thmugh the cracks and 

dead ends of mainstream pop 
since their break through in 
2014. The American duo, Tyler 
Joseph and Josh Dun, have 
found a way to combine alter
native hip hop, electropop, 
and indie pop genres into an 
appealing sounds favored by 
the youth population interna
tionallly. The release of their 
debut album Vessel in 2013 
and their enormous success 
with sales during their 'Quiet 
is Violent World Tour' are both 
the centerfold of their growth, 
with seemingly underground 
popularity, especially in the 
United States. 

Targeting young, individu
als, according to Joseph, has 
been the band's main goal 
since day one. For Joseph, 
the lead singer, lyricist, and 
composer of nearly all the 
instrumentals, even the band's 
logo is an important tool to 
redirect a young audience into 
a positive, meaningful purpose 
in listening to their music. 
"A lot of kids and people my 
a,ge struggl'e with 'what's the 
point,' and with the logo, what 
it really means is it's an en
couragement. When someone 
asks me what the logo means 
to me, the logo means some
thing to me because I made it 
mean something to me. That's 
the point," Joseph said in an 
interview. 

\ 

\ 

Not only does Twenty 
One Pilots combine several 
genres, they ar,e able to do it 
masterfolly. With poetic and 
empowering lyrics that often 
r,un so long that Joseph must 
rap them for a majority of 
each song, Twenty One Pilots' 

albums t,ell a story of self-dis
covery and creating a reimag
ined self by sifting through 
the impact of the past. An 
especially prevalent subject in 
their album Vessel is suicidal 
thoughts and acts in today's 
adolescent culture. In the song 
"Holding Onto You", Joseph 
uses powerful imagery and use 
of sound to express the impor
tance O•f regaining the control 
of one's own mind back: "Fight 
it / Take the pain, ignite it, / · 
Tie a noose around your mind 
/ Loose enough to breathe fine 
and tie it/ To a tree. Tell it, 
'You belong to me. / This ain't 
a noose, this is a leash. / And 
I have news for you: vou: must 

obey me."' 
The band's most recent al

bum Blurryface, despite b~ing 
the source of many new singl:es 
an,d a great amou1nt of hype, 
fe'II short for many Twenty 
One Pilots fans. According1 to 
a review by James Shotwell, 

"Where Vessel showcased 
a diverse range of influence 
channeled through a fairly 
direct alternative pop sound, 
Blurryface tries to be a bit of 
everything at once and ends 
up delivering a very frustrating 
and disjoint,ed series of tracks 
that try far too hard to be dif
ferent." With the loss of their 
previous themes in Vessel, 
little gets transferred over to 
their newest album; even the 
sound and instrumental work 
becomes unfamiliar at times. 
Even so, Twenty One Pilots is 
a band that should be careful
ly watched and enjoyed for a 
long time coming. 
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A recap of Wheaton sports over winter break 
THOMAS HOLMES '16 
SENIOR WRITER 

Over Winter Break, numer
ous Wheaton sports teams 
kept going. With a few 

teams competing in their biggest 
matches and others wrapping up 
their seasons, The Wire is here to 

ed the Wheaton invitational, the 
school's first indoor home meet in 
three years. Miklovich gained first 
place in the 400 meter dash while 
Spinu placed first in the 800m. 

The women's track and field 
team started the season out 
strong at the Bowdoin Invitation
al. Francesca Flynn '16 and Aman-

Wheaton Swimming and Diving Credit: Wheaton Athletics 

catch you up on what you missed 
during our time-off. 

During the break, men's track 
and field competed in the Bowdoin 
Invitational on January 16 followed 
by the Springfield invitational. At 
Bowdoin, the team placed fourth 
overall at the meet. Brendan Sul
livan '17 managed to secure third 
place in the 60 meter dash, first 
place in 1,00 meter run, third in the 
60 meter hurdles, second in the 
high jump, third in the long jump, 
second in the pole vault, third in 
shot put, and second overall in the 
heptathlon. At the Springfield invi
tational, the team placed sixth out 
of the six competing teams overall 
but had a strong showing individ
ua lly. Sam Miklovich '16 earned 
second place in both the 200 me
ter dash and the 400 meter dash. 
Sullivan qualified for the Division Ill 
New England championships after 
his performance. Alexei Spinu '16 
finished fourth in the 1,000 meter 
run, while the 4x800 relay team 
finished in 7th place. The weekend 
back from break, the team host-

da Peterson '16 earned first and 
second place respectively in the 
60 meter dash. Emily Gustavson 
'17 took first place in the 200 me
ter dash, while Abby Epplet '18 
won the 600 meter run with Emi
ly Hammond '19 and Laura Galib 
'19 taking third and fourth place 
in the event. In the 300 meter run, 
Captain Georgia Crane '16 handily 
beat her competition by roughly 
eight seconds. Jessica Barros '17 
placed second in the 60 meter hur
dles. 

Both the 4x200 meter and the 
4x800 meter relay teams secured 
first place. In the field events, 
Georgia Michalovic '17 placed 
third in the long jump, and Brean
na Joachim '16 came in second in 
shot put and first in weight throw. 
In the pentathlon, Samantha Ka 
plan '17 grabbed second place 
with Meghan Cochrane '18 finish
ing right behind her in third place. 
At the Sprmgfield Invitational, the 
first conference event of the sea
son, the Lyons received second 
place. Notably, Gustavson's win 

in the 200 meter dash tied her for 
first place in the national rankings 
and set a Springfield facil ity record 
with her 25.79 second finish time. 
At the Wheaton Invitational, the 
team earned the top place, domi
nating the competition. 

Men's basketball played 7 
games over the break going 2-5, 

with wins over Coast Guard and 
Emerson. The team soundly beat 
Coast Guard in an 85-64 win to 
open their NEWMAC season. In 
the Emerson game, the team was 
led by senior Billy Battaglia's 23 
point game, as Wheaton won in a 
close 64-61 final score. The team 
currently sits at 8-11 overall and 
2-7 in conference. With the season 
rounding out February 20 with a 
home game against Emerson, the 
team looks to strongly finish the 
season with conference games 
against Clark University, MIT, WPI, 
and Emerson. 

Women's basketball also com
peted in 7 games over the break. 
The team w~t 4-3, including a 
decisive 75-22 conference win 
against Mount Holyoke. The win 
marked Lyon's coach Melissa Hod
gon's 200th career win. The wom
en's basketball team is currently 
14-7 overall with a 7-5 in-confer
ence record. The team presently 
sits in 6th place overall in the NEW
MAC conference. The team looks 
to make its mark before NEW-

MAC quarterfinals begin Febru
ary 24. The season rounds out 
with a home game on February 13 
against the number one NEWMAC 
team, WPI, before the season fina
le at bitter rival, Babson, on Feb
ruary 17. 

The women's swimming and 
diving team competed in four 
meets over break and earned four 
wins out of a possible six. These 
included a big 164-72 senior day 
win against Babson and a fantastic 
241-43 win against UMass Dart
mouth. The Babson meet featured 
a series of strong wins for the Ly
ons. In the 400 yard medley relay, 
the team claimed to the top three 
spots. In the 1,000 yard freestyle, 
the Lyons dominated the leader
board again, taking four of the top 
five spots with Rebecca ldmam '16 
earning the top spot. In the 200 
meter, Skyler Dean-Lee '16 took 
first while Kelley Baylis '17 placed 
first in the 100 yard backstroke. 
Wheaton's wins continued to stack 
up with a set of first place finishes 

in the 200 yard breaststroke, 50 
yard freestyle and 100 yard free· 
style with wins coming from Row· 
an Rice '19, Kelsey Meyer '16 and 
Jenna Hayden '18. The team heads 
to NEWMAC tournament on Feb· 
ruary 18. 

The men's swimming and div· 
ing team also competed in four 
meets over break, earning three 
out of a possible five wins by de· 
feating Clark, Babson and UMass 
Dartmouth. In the meet against 
Clark, the Lyons secured the first 
two spots in the 200 yard medley 
relay, while the team also placed 
first in the 200 yard freestyle relay. 
Todd Lambert '17 took first in both 
the 1,000 yard freestyle and the 
100 yard freestyle. In the 50 yard 
freestyle, Frederick Garneau '17 
grabbed first place with a 22.60 
time. In diving, Richard Davies '17 
placed first in the 1 and 3 meter 
dives on the way to a decisive 160· 
77 point win for the Lyons. Their 
season continues with the NEW· 
MAC tournament on February 18. 

Wheaton Men's Track and Field vs. Bowdoin 
Credit: Wheaton Athletics (Jason Choi) 


