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Humans of Wheaton: 
a snaps~ot of student life 
OLIVIA MILNE '18 
FEATURES EDITOR 

Sophomore Nina Kenny 
has found a popular way 
to showcase the lives of 

her fellow Wheaton students 
through her Humans of Whea
ton Facebook page. Most of us 
are familiar with the popular Hu
mans of New York page, which 
features portraits and interviews 
collected on the streets of New 
York City. However, Kenny has 
put her on twist on the idea, fea
turing a new Wheaton student 
and a candid portrait on the 
pag·e nearly every week. 

Kenny g.ot her start ilil photog
raphy when she was given her 
first digital camera at the age 
of thirteen, and started pho
tographing people at her her 
brother's sports games in high 
school. "The combination of 
people and photos is something 

..that I think is great," she says. 
When she got to college, Ken

ny conceived the idea to start a 
Humans .of Wheaton page, gar
nering inspiration from its origi
nal New York counterpart. Kenny 
says, "I'm a big fan of the original 
Humans of New York. I saw it as 

an opportunity to meet people I 
never thought I'd meet before." 

For her subjects, Kenny tries 
to balance between capturing 
portraits of people she already 
knows and random students 
she spots on campus. "One of 
my first posts was abo~1t a g~y I 
had never seen before rn my l.ife. 
It was a great feeling to meet 
someone new and we ended up 
having a really good conversa
tion," she says. Kenny keeps a 
list of interview questions for her 
subjects on her phone, and the 
answers to these questions turn 
into the blurbs that go along with 
her photos. 

"Peop'le usually g:et aU nervous 
for the question I'm going to ask, 
and often times they questions 
are things I really do want to 
know," Kenny says. 

Kenny says she wants to con
tinue to photograph and capture 
the students of Wheaton in their 
natural setting, meeting new 
people and sharing the faces 
that comprise the college. 

S:he says, "The student body 
are the ones that make up Whea• 
ton, and they're the ones to fo. 
cus on." 
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Wheaton's first Diversity Day sets 
precedent fo.r students an,d faculty 
ADAM K1ILDUFF '16 AND 
ALEXANDRA NATALE '16 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF AND 
MANAGING EDITOR 

W
heaton's first Diversity 
Day was hosted by the 
Student Government 

Association, the lntercultural 
Board and RISE on February 12. 
The event began with several 
discussions in the Hindle Audito
rium and ended with a wrap-up 
at The Lyon's Den. 

"'For me it was hugely 
exciting because I wasn't sure 
how the turnout would be," said 
Class Senator Grace Kelly '16, 
who ran the SGA side of the 
event. 

Kelly and lntercult,i.iral Board 
Chair Cynthia Mercedes '17 
opened the event, which began 

at 1 p.m. 
From the start until 4 p.m., 

SGA hosted a series of activities 
in Hindle, beginning with "Build 
My Wheaton." 

"Build My Wheaton" was a 
session that aimed to identify 
areas of growth for the campus 
community. Many students sug
gested making Diversity Day an 
annual evelilt, with mandated 
participation for first-year stu
dents in their second semesters. 
The facilitators noted that this 
was already one of their goals. 

Other participants expressed 
frustration that members of the 
campus community who needed 
to engage with these issues were 
not pr,esent. 

Both Kelly and Mercedes not
ed a positive impact in the inclu
sion of foculty and staff perspec-

tives in the event, which they said 
is uncommon. Discussions with 
faculty included the mention of a 
possible "social justice" require
ment for Wheaton students in 
the future. 

The faculty also expressed a 
desire for more diversity in their 
own ranks, and for more diversity 
training. Faculty in ar,eas outside 
of the human.ities said that t:hey 
would like to find ways to incor
porate issues of social justice in 
their relationships with students, 
both in and out of the classroom. 

"I think it was very interesting 
to have students other than the 
generic student leaders," Mer
cedes said. 

The Build My Wheaton event 
was hosted by 

Cont. on page 4 

Dean of Students' office, staff 
continue to work on Title IX 
IKUNZANG TSHERING '17 
NEWS EDITOR 

te Kenny, Vice President 
f student affairs and 

. ean of students, sent out 
an email to the community with 
Title IX updates. According to 
the Wheaton website, Title IX of 
Education Amendments of 1972 
from the federal government 
provides guideliines for colleges 
and universities when respond
ing to students' charges of sexu
al harassment. Kenny's February 
4 email included a list of priori
ties such as applying for a con
tinuation grant, hiring a full-time 
Director of Title IX compliance 
and sharing results of the cam
pus climate survey. 

An important update for this 
semester is that the college has 
applied for a continuation grant 
through the Department of Jus
tice (DOJ). The $300,000 grant 

that Wheaton had rec•ei,ved over 
the course of three years allowed 
different programming and staff
ing initiatives. Courtney Ruggles, 
Sexual Misconduct and Assault 
Resource Team (SMART} Coordi
nator, said that she was working 
on grant writing with Molly De
schenes and Jane Murphy in Park 
Hall. 

This grant is due early March 
and "(is) a pretty involved pro
cess. Its a 25-page document 
that we submit to the DOJ. 
Readers evaluate it and deter
mine how many institutions get 
the grant funding," said Ruggles. 
The grant application has proved 
to be a competitive process as 
there is last year there were 
funding requests for 76 million 
dollars and the DOJ only had 
12 million to give. Said Ruggl'es, 
"We are hopeful that we can get 
a continuation grant for similar 
amount of funding." 

The new grant application 
would focus on collaborations 
with faculty; reaching out to 
students of color, international 
students and members of the 
LGTBQ community; and trying 
to extend the bystander inter
vention curriculum. Ruggles 
said, "We want to create a mod
el more appropriate for upper 
class students in a way to revisit 
what was taught when you were 
incoming freshmelil but recog
nizing that upper class students 
have different perspectives. Also 
we are looking to expand the ed
ucation for incoming students as 
well." 

Another update was that the 
college would be hiring a full
time Director of Title IX Compli
ance to oversea aspects of this 
work on campus. This is neces
sary as 

Cont. on page 4 

Inside this issue: The nominations for Wheaton's first Martin Luther King Legacy Award are in (page 5), students travel 
to Ghana and South Africa over break (page 6) and a look at the synchronized swimming team this year (page 8). 
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Suggestions from Wheaton's first Diversity Day. Credit: Olivia Benissan '19 

Wheaton College Public Safety log 
ALCOHOL/DRUGS Medical Incident Alcohol related, Feb 06, 2016-Saturday at 01:02 
Location: CHASE SERVICE ROAD 
Summary: 

HAZARD Safety Hazard, Feb 06, 2016-Saturday at 9:32 
Location: WATSON 
Summary: Report of ice falling from the inside of the roof above the stage area of Watson. Event 
scheduled for this area, this morning. Officer Knox checked the area and found that ice has formed 
on the fire alarm smoke vents, vents not working properly that have been reported to Craig Kilburn 
some time ago, and as the temperature is warming up, causing the ice of fall. Area will not be used 
for this event, deemed a safety concern 

HAZARD Safety Hazard, Feb 06, 2016-Saturday at 09:54 
Location: CLARK RECREATION CENTER 
Summary: 

HAZARD Safety Hazard, Feb 06, 2016-Saturday at 09:54 
Location: CLARK RECREATION CENTER 
Summary: 

PROPERTY Property Damage, Feb 07, 2016-Sunday at 08:50 
Location: CLARK INTRAMURAL/CLUB FIELD 
Summary: 

MEDICAL Medical Incident, Feb 11, 2016-Thursday at 15:30 
Location: EVERETT SLYPE 
Summary: Report of individual that fell at Slype. U101, U104 and Norton Fire Department respond
ing. Patient being transported to Morton Hospital. 

ALCOHOL/DRUGS Any Drug Violation, Feb 11, 2016-Thursday at 17:30 
location: KILHAM HALL 
Summary: Report of marijuana smell on 2nd floor of Kilham 

ALCOHOL/DRUGS Any Drug Violation, Feb 11, 2016-Thursday at 20:30 
Location: MEADOWS HALL WEST 
Summary: Report of marijuana smell on the 4th floor of Meadows West 

From the editor 

By the time this is published, 
the newly renovated Em
erson Dining Hall will be 

open to students. The opening 
will test students' willingness to 
try out one of the second two 
meal plans. It will also hopefully 
create a more accessible place 
for upperclassmen to eat. 

At one point, it was a mark 
of pride to move to upper cam
pus and start eating at Emerson 
more regularly. Now, the culture 
around that move may have 
changed. 

It was freezing on Saturday 
night, as predicted by Cynthia 
Mariele's email that warned of 
extreme cold. Just as predict
ably, everyone went out any
way; the Hood Cafe was full of 
people at midnight. Slype night 
also went off without a hitch on 
Friday, despite the weather. 

As for news, the main bit ap
pears to be fruition of the long
planned Diversity Day, which will 

hopefully continue to be a fo· 
rum for discussion in the future, 
as Wheaton works on tackling 
diversity issues. 

This week, the dance group 
TRYBE will stage its annual per· 
formance, usually notable for its 
energy. 

Wheaton's admissions office 
(and students' dorms) will host 
the largest group of accepted 
students ever this coming Sun
day, mostly based on the notion 
that more people choose to 
come to Wheaton after staying 
with students here. 

I'll probably never forget stay· 
ing in a cramped, messy roortl 
in Macintire, surrounded by the 
strange DJ equipment of my 
host's absent roommate. 

That one night was, oddly, 
nothing like the real thing. 

ASK 

~taff 
Adam Kilduff '16 
Alexandra Natale '16 
Taylor Matook '16 
Kunzang Tshering '17 
Shahd Fahoum '18 
Olivia Milne '18 
Jordana Joy '17 
Kevin A. Gil '16 
Alex Gim-Fain '17 
Audrey DuBois '17 
Sara Petrangelo '17 
Amaya llluri '16 
Emily Bergmann '16 
Lucas Rosa '18 
Eryn Hoang '18 
Casey Hess '16 
Sandy Coleman 

Editor-in-Chief 
Managing Editor 
Senior Copy Editor 
News Editor 
Opinion Editor 
Features Editor 
Arts and Leisure Editor 
Sports Editor 
Photo Editor 
Web Editor 
Design Editor 
Design Editor 
Copy Editor 
Copy Editor 
Copy Editor 
Copy Editor 
Administrative Advisor 

WHEATON COLLEGE HONOR CODE 

As members of the Wheaton community, we commit ourselves to act 
honestly, responsibly, and above all, with honor and integrity in all areas 
of campus life. We are accountable for all that we say and write. We are 
responsible for the academic integrity of our work. We pledge that we 
will not misrepresent our work nor give or receive unauthorized aid. We 
commit ourselves to behave in a manner which demonstrates concern for 
the personal dignity, rights and freedoms of all members of the com mu• 
nity. We are respectful of college property and the property of others. 
We will not tolerate a lack of respect for these values. 

I accept responsibility to maintain the Honor Code at all times. 

Have a correction or let~er to the editor? Send an email to kilduff _adam@wheatoncollege. 
edu, or come visit us! We meet in the 1960 Room in Balfour on Tuesdays at 7 p.m. 
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Learn students' real names 
LEURY HOLGUIN '19 
FOR THE W/RE 

I I M y name is Leury, 
but you can call 
me Leo." This is 

rny conversation starter when 
speaking to someone new. 
When encountering a name from 
a different culture or tradition, 
many Americans instinctively 
assume an Americanized and 
rnuch simpler form of that name 
exists. People with "foreign" 
names often have their names 
forgotten, as they are usually 
not acknowledged with it. How
ever, they are also usually not 
acknowledged with their original 
name, as they either change 
their names themselves or have 
someone change it for them. Do 
people change their names be
cause they genuinely prefer hav
ing an Americanized name that 
is much simpler and easier to 
pronounce? Or, do they change 
their name because they feel 
compelled to fit society's expec
tations? I believe that the more 
that society changes our names, 
the more we allow society to 
strip away our cultural identities. 
We must put an end to the end
less question, "Is there another 
name I can call you by?" 

When I was first introduced to 
the principal and administration 
of my high school, for instance, 
my principal immediately asked 
whether "Leo" would be fine. 
I did not argue with him as I 
sympathized with how difficult 
Jt might be for him to remem
ber at least 30 other names. 
I adapted to being called this 
name, and from that moment 
on, you could have called me 
Leo instead of Leury. 

It wasn't until my freshman 
Year in college that I realized 
how often this scenario oc
curred. I would sit with my class
mates on the first day of classes 
and the structure of the intro
ductions all seemed very similar 
to one another. "My name is 

Babacar, but you can call me 
Bob." "My name is Kexin Zhen, 
but you can call me Casey." This 
is how my peers introduced 
themselves upon meet ing the 
people with whom they would 
eventually spend their next four 
years. Four years of their lives 
being called something other 
than their actual names! The 
more students introduced them
selves on the first day of classes, 
the more drastic their Ameri
canized names would sound in 
relation to their original names. 

Wheaton College courts 
students outside of the Mas
sachusetts area by advertis-
ing that 23% of students are 
self-declared students of color. 
Its homepage also states that 
Wheaton College has students 
who originate from twenty-sev
en states as well as twenty-sev
en countries outside of the 
United States. Clearly, Wheaton 
is proud of its diversity. With 
more diversity, however, comes 
more responsibility not to disre
gard our different backgrounds. 
The more that students from 
different backgrounds and loca
tions arrive to campus, the more 
similar they become to one 
another as their names become 
Americanized. This then takes 
away from the diversity the cam
pus works so hard for and makes 

h I "d" ,, everyone muc ess 1verse. 
Ultimately, the solution for an 

issue this complex cannot be 
definite. It is up to the person 
who is introducing him or herself 
to take pride in his or her own 
name. It is also the responsibility 
of our community as a whole 
to take the initiative to learn 
the name of every individual, 
instead of asking for an Ameri
canized alternative. Maybe this 
issue will not be solved tomor
row, at the end of the semester 
or even by the time my freshman 
class graduates. However, I plan 
to start making a change today 
by saying "Hello, my name is 
Leury. What is yours?" 
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A taxi ride in Shanghai: Why 
going abroad matters 

Shanghai at night. Credit: Wikipedia 

ADRIAN JENNINGS '19 
FOR THEW/RE 

I 
twas midnight in Shanghai 
and public transport wasn't 
running anymore. It was a 

Thursday night and I had a test 
the next morning, so I left my 
friends drinking their Tsing-
taos in the bar just up the road 
from the Tonghe International 
Student Village where they were 
staying. I was studying abroad in 
the Intensive Chinese Language 
programme, and so I was doing 
a homestay with a Chinese fami
ly who lived 45-minutes from the 
Village. There was a taxi idling 
just outside the bar, so I climbed 
into the front seat and told the 
driver my destination. Thankful
ly, a taxi ride home would only 
take about 20 minutes. 

As we set off, we began to 
chat. He was a native of Shang
hai and had never met anyone 
from Africa, let alone from South 
Africa. He asked the typical 
questions: There are white peo
ple in Africa? They speak English 
where you are from? Is it very 
dangerous? Did you go to the 
World Cup? Nelson Mandela? 

I answered all these questions 
with good humour. After all, he 
was blissfully ignorant, not mali-

cious. I spoke with him about my 
experience living in Shanghai for 
two months. We spoke about 
his family. We spoke a lot about 
football. Soon, we arrived at my 
homestay. I paid him the elevat
ed rate taxis in Shanghai charge 
late at night to take advantage 
of stragglers making their way 
home from the bar or the club 
- still, it was much cheaper than 
a taxi in most Western nations. 
I bade him farewell, and we 
parted ways. 

This interaction may seem 
commonplace, especially to 
those who have spent much of 
their lives in major cities. Howev
er, it stands out for me for one 
major reason: the entire conver
sation happened in Chinese. I 
started learning Chinese when 
1 first came to Wheaton. I loved 
the language, so during my 
second semester at Wheaton, I 
applied to spend two months of 
the summer studying Chinese 
in Shanghai with the Alliance for 
Global Education, the organ
isation Wheaton uses to send 
students to China during the 
regular academic year. 

When I arrive in Shanghai, 
my Chinese ability - and most 
importantly, my confidence 
speaking the language - was 

laughable. In those first weeks, 
I would use an app when I took 
a taxi that would give my driver 
directions in Chinese. In restau
rants, I would just point at the 
pictures on the menu. One time 
my friends and I mistakenly 
ordered donkey meat - and it 
tasted like ass. 

As part of my programme, 
I took a language pledge to 
only speak Chinese all day. Of 
course, I didn't follow this very 
strictly. However, after a few 
weeks I began to notice subtle 
improvements in my Chinese 
ability. Soon, I was confidently 
discussing South African politics 
with my homestay family over 
dinner after just two months in 
China! 

Learning a language is diffi
cult, and it takes a lot of work. 
However, if you really want to 
become fluent in a language -
including in the socio-cultural 
features that give language 
context - there's no better way 
than to immerse yourself in the 
country of that language. We 
all have the opportunity here at 
Wheaton to study abroad. Take 
it! There are some things you 
just simply can't experience in 
Norton, Massachusetts. 
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Dean of Students' office continues to work on Title IX 
Cont. from Page 1 

current Title IX Coordinator, 
Darlene Boroviak Professor of 
political science, will be retiring 
after three years in this role. Said 
Boroviak, "Wheaton has started 
to look for my replacement. We 
have started to interview some 
individuals for the position who 
bring a variety of legal and stu
dent life experience." The hiring 
process will be complete by mid
April. 

On these changes, Professor 
of Sociology Kersti Yllo who is 
the new Deputy Title IX Coor
dinator for Faculty said, "She's 
(Boroviak) been doing an amaz
ing job for the past several 
years. The nature of the Title IX 
coordinator job has grown enor
mously over recent years as the 

White House and DOJ have paid 
more attention to how colleges 
manage issues of discrimina
tion, harassment, sexual assault 
and violence. Yllo said that this 
new full-time position of Title IX 
compliance would most likely be 
filled with someone with a legal 
or attorney background. 

In her new role, Yllo will assist 
with training and education for 
faculty and staff; as well as as
sist with future projects such as 
the Campus Climate Survey. Yllo 
has researched violence against 
women her whole career and has 
vast knowledge in this area. As 
this is her last year teaching, Yllo 
will work part-time in this posi
tion. 

"My position will be more lim
ited to training faculty and to 
working on the research aspect 

of it. I look forward to working 
with faculty on this," said Yllo, "I 
know the research and the back
ground but now I need to get 
focused on what faculty need to 
know in order to uphold the pol
icies and guidelines required by 
title IX." 

The results of the 2015 cam
pus climate survey will also be re
leased by then end of this month. 
This survey "reflects what our 
community thinks about sexual 
assault on campus. This informa
tion can support or shape how 
we move forward," said Ruggles. 
"We want to know what is the 
level of assault, what students 
think about it, what kind of ser
vices they have used or would 
need. We can also get a sense 
of how our campus compares to 
other colleges and universities 

First Diversity Day sets 
precedent for sudents, faculty 

Students participated in the "In Your Shoes" exercise during Diversity Day. Credit: Grace Kelly '16 

Cont. from page 1 

Haley Deluca Lowell '19, Yuheng 
Li '19, Olivia Benissan '19 and Jo
van Ferguson '18. 

It was followed by "In Your 
Shoes," an event in which stu
dents could identify themselves 
using post-it notes. The hosts 
wrote 12 "genres," such as gen
der, ability and sexual orienta
tion, on the board, and the group 
viewed the results after all the 
notes had been placed. 

After this, participants were 
read a series of statements such 
as "I feel comfortable practicing 
my religious beliefs at Whea
ton," and indicated whether they 

agreed or disagreed. The activ
ity was followed by small group 
discussions of how they would 
respond to hypothetical scenar
ios, such as racist comments on 
the discussion thread app Yik 
Yak. 

The next session was "Pardon 
My Ignorance," a discussion in 
which students could submit 
anonymous questions and re
ceive the answers. Questions 
included "What is diversity?" 
and discussion of what a diverse 
campus would truly mean. Mer
cedes note:1 that the session 
challenged participants. 

"That one was the most diffi
cult one in terms of having peo-

pie speak up," she said. 
SGA's Committee on Student 

Life, which Kelly chairs, had been 
in meetings for much of the fall 
semester planning the event. 

"A lot of what diversity and 
perspective is is understand
ing yours respective to others'," 
Mercedes said. The event had 
made participants interacting 
with new people a central goal, 
and because of this, participants 
heard many new perspectives. 

The event concluded with 
an open tab at the Lyon's Den, 
where students were encour
aged to provide feedback and 
discuss the ideas of the day with 
other participants. 

done across the country," said 
Yllo. 

Other priorities for this semes
ter include the promotion of the 
LiveSafe app among members of 
the campus community; working 
with the organization Men Can 
Stop Rape to create a healthy 
masculinity program; and plan
ning events and programs such 
a panel presentation on stalking, 
consent day, domestic and in
timate partner violence aware
ness. 

The three coordinators agreed 
that attitudes toward sexual mis
conduct had shifted positively 
on college campuses. "Whea
ton was an all-women's college 
and our programming wasn't as 
coordinated as it might be. It 
has become much more proac
tive rather than just responsive," 

said Boroviak. Ruggles added 
that there had been good feed
back from graduating seniors 
who talked about differences 
between orientation when they 
were a freshman and how the in
formation is taught to incoming 
students now. 

"When I started this work on 
violence against women, there 
was a lot of denia l that it was 
even a problem. It wasn't really 
discussed and there weren't ser
vices in place," said Yllo, "The 
research and our understanding 
of these problems has increased 
many fold. We have policies and 
practices in place built on that. 
The college is doing well and our 
commitment is to do better." 

Weather couldn't 
stop Slype night 

The Wheatones, one of the groups from Slype night. 
Credit: Grace Kelly '16 

ALEXANDRA NATALE '16 
MANAGING EDITOR 

Despite the frigid tempera
tures, students gathered 
to see their favorite a cap

pella groups perform at one of 
Wheaton's most cherished tradi
tions, Slype Night . 

The Whims had their Slype 
night on Thursday, and the group 
did not take any new members. 

The Blend. The Wheatones 
and the Gentlemen Callers all 
performed on Friday night. The 
Blend took two new members, 
Molly King '19 and Steven Water
house '16. They performed a live
ly set which included Girlfriend 
by Avril Lavigne. 

The Wheatones added Emily 
Toma '19, Madi Cook-Corney '19 
and Anna DeGregorio '19. They 

performed their signature song, 
26 Miles (Santa Catalina,) and 
Time Machine by Ingrid Michael
sion. 

The Gentlemen Callers per
formed their signature song, Ce
cilia, 

Voices United to Jam opted to 
move their Slype night into Bal
four, as several winter weather 
warnings had been issued for 
Saturday night. 

The gentlemen callers per• 
formed Cecilia with their new 
members. 

For vuj: they took two new 
members and sang in Balfour, 
modifying the Slype night tradi
tion so as to not freeze. 

The groups will begin rehears
ing with their new members for 
upcoming jams and performanc
es this semester. 

r 
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Nominations for Martin Luther King Award are in 

~lint_Smith will be the keynote speaker on MLK Legacy Day. 
red,t; Speakers' Spotlight 

~LYNN DONCASTER '19 
FOR THEW/RE 

The Kresge Experimen
tal Theatre hosted famed 

f LGBTOIA activist and per
Forrnance artist Tim Miller, on 
/~bruary 4, for his performance t1ed 'Sex/Body/Self'. The piece 
oc~sed on his thoughts and ex

Penences as a seasoned social 
acr . C 1v1st, in light of the Supreme 

0 urt ruling that legalized same-
1 :.x rnarriage in June of last year. 

1ller did this piece as part of his 
Week-long residency with Whea
to , 

n s Theatre Studies Depart-
ment. 

This is Miller's second project 
~n the Wheaton campus. "I've 
Dee_~ friends with Stephanie 
D an1els (Chair of the Theatre and 
M~nce Studies Department)," 

1ller said "I respect her work 
at ' . Wheaton, reflecting the ways 
in Which theater and the perfor
~ance and identity can make life 

0tter." His show 'Body Maps' 
~n Feb 6 was performed in con
Junction with Wheaton theatre 
:tudents and made an attempt 
0 "address what it means to 

l'l'lake the world a better place, 
and how every person is a mi-

crocosm for the world around 
them," Miller said. 

While Miller's show focused 
on what it means to be a gay 
rights activist in a post-marriage 
equality country- he describes 
the work as being far from over. 
"It's easy to say when you're in 
a state like Massachusetts, which 
was always leading the charge 
on gay rights," Miller said, "But 
I do work in states like Alabama, 
where gay people still have very 
few rights. It's still very danger
ous, in many parts of our country, 
in terms of violence, and job se
curity; it's still legal to fire some
one on the basis of their gender 
or sexuality in many places." 

His show at Wheaton was one 
of the last on his tour on these 
issues, but he has many more 
shows planned for the future. 
He plans to focus primarily on is
sues he described as "not often 
brought to theatre," such as eco
nomic inequity, immigration leg
islation, and the slow moving is
sue of climate change. "Working 
with the youth of today is what 
I find to be the most valuable, 
however, it's important to keep 
the work moving." 

LUCAS ROSA '18 
COPY EDITOR 

President Dennis Hanno 
announced via email that 
the college would have it's 

first Martin Luther King (M LK) Jr. 
Legacy Celebration on February 
25. Hanno encouraged students 
to submit nominations for cam
pus leaders who 'are helping our 
community to live in a manner 
that is consistent with Dr. King's 
values.' A student and faculty/ 
staff member will be awarded 
during the MLK Legacy Cele
bration, which will also feature a 
student creativity showcase and 
a keynote address by Clint Smith 
111. 

The keynote speaker is a re
nowned poet and educator who 
has over four million views for his 
two TED Talks on the danger of 
silence. Smith will spend half of 
his time presenting and the oth
er half opening up a dialogue 
with the students. "Clint Smith's 
visit to campus should be a high
light of the spring semester and 
will foster continuing dialogue 
around many of the issues that 
we have been discussing on cam
pus," said Hanno in his email. 

Hanno received around 

two-dozen emailed nomina
tions from members of Wheaton 
community. "(Looking through 
the nominations) caused me to 
have great pride in the number 
of people who are committed to 
good causes here," Hanno said. 
He also said that many of the 
nominations were people that 
were well recognized on campus 
for their charitable or significant 
activities. 

The idea for this celebration 
came last semester during a 
meeting between Hahno and the 
Black Student Association (BSA). 
"We discussed a desire to try to 
have some higher profile events 
that brought relatively big-name 
speakers to campus," Hanno 
said. The members of the meet
ing also realized that students 
at Wheaton are not at college 
for MLK day and would instead 
celebrate it during Black History 
Month. 

Hanno's email also mentioned 
that the Council on Inclusion and 
Diversity (CID) and BSA invited 
submissions of creative student 
work that 'offers tangible re
flection on King's philosophies 
and principles of equity, justice 
and/or peace.' Submissions were 
due on February 10 and could 

be in the form of a short literary 
work or speech, dramatic mono
logue, dialogue, visual art, vid
eo, screenplay, dance or music 
among others. 

The CID and BSA will evaluate 
these entries and award prizes 
(First, $250; second, $150; and 
third, $100) based on creativity, 
relevance, clarity and consisten
cy of message with Dr. King's 
ideals. The MLK Legacy Cele
bration will showcase the best of 
these submissions during a Cre
ative and Expressive Arts Show
case and Reception. The winners 
will then kick off the award cere
mony in the Chapel at 7 p.m. by 
discussing their creative work. 

The MLK Legacy Celebration 
day is one that the administra
tion is excited for and an event 
that could certainly help unite 
the members of Wheaton. "I 
hope the community turns out," 
Hanno said, "What MLK s1ood 
for shapes us all today. His work 
is still not done, so it's up to us 
to pick up his work. Honoring his 
legacy [with) events like this help 
[us to) remind ourselves what we 
have to do and how to build a 
stronger community." 

Tim Miller performed "Sex/Body/Self" a performance art piece. Credit: Speakers' Spotlight 
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Don't Panic: Audrey and 
Emily help Chicken 

Credit: Courtney Roque '17 

AUDREY DUBOIS '16 AND 
EMILY BERGMANN '16 WEB 
EDITOR AND COPY EDITOR 

Dear Audrey and Emily, 
I recently went out to dinner 

with a guy but I'm not sure if it 
was a date... we've been friendly 
for a wh,'le but uncertain where we 
stand Should I just ask him if he's 
into me? Or get someone to find 
out for me? 

•· Chicken 

Audrey: 
Dear Chicken, 
It seems that you're suffering 

from a bit of the jitters! The best 
way to figure out how he feels 
about you is to procure a small 
bluejay. Play recordings of your 
date's voice and only feed your 
bfuejay while the recording is 
playing. The bluejay will come to 
associate his voice with eating, an 
exercise in classical conditioning. 
After at least six months of train
ing, attach a walkie-talkie with 

suet glued to the buttons to your 
bluejay and send it in the gener
al direction of your man. When it 
hears his voice, the bird will start 
furiously pecking at the push-to
talk button, allowing you to listen 
in from your own two-way radio. 
Sooner or later, the object of your 
affections will mention you and 
how he feels about your relation
ship. Patience is key; you can't 
rush romance. Or bird training. 

Best of luck! 

Emily: 
Dear Chicken, 
I'd suggest dropping the talk of 

birds a/together as well as the fly 
on the wall act. While you'd get 
the information you wanted, if he 
does like you, how would you tell 
him you know? I think it's best to 
just ask outright •· best case sce
nario, you start dating, worse case 
scenario, you evaporate into thin 
air and vow never to make eye 
contact again. 

FEATURES 

Table Mountain in South Africa. Credit: Alexandra Natale '16 

Students travel to South Africa and 
Ghana over winter break 
NICOLE LABRESH '17 
WIRE STAFF 

Over the winter break, 
two groups of Wheaton 
students embarked on 

journeys halfwayacross the world 
for the purposes of learning and 
changing the world. These two 
groups led by Wheaton faculty 
members travelled to Ghana and 
South Africa respectively. 

The Ghana trip was led by our 
own President Hanno. The trip was 
entitled "Innovation and Social 
Change in Emerging Economies: 
Ghana." The twelve students on 
the trip were all paired up and sent 
off to high schools in the region 
to teach entrepreneurial skills to 
a class of approximately 30 high 
school students. These students, 
with the guidance of their Whea
ton guests, spent a week crafting 

a business plan to be presented at 
the end of the week in a compe
tition between the high schools. 
Throughout the week, the Whea
ton students on the trip formed 
bonds with their Ghanaian stu
dents and had the opportunity to 
watch them progress. 

In addition to the academic com
ponent of the trip, the group also 
had a plethora of opportunities to 
experience the culture and see the 
sights of Ghana. These activities 
included visiting Ashesi University 
(whose website they are now fea
tured on) in order to interact with 
students, faculty and staff, seeing 
a West African drum and dance 
group, participating in a canopy 
walk in the jungle, and visiting El
mina Slave Castle. 

Meanwhile, the trip to South 
Africa was entitled "Witnessing 
Contemporary African Society 

and Culture: South Africa." It was 
led by Professors James Freeman 
and Sue Standing, the former of 
whom had led the trip numerous 
times, while the latter had spent 
quite a bit of time in South Africa 
and other parts of the continent. A 
lot of the focus on the trip was on 
Apartheid and how its effects still 
permeate South African society, as 
this is often under taught here in 
the US. Their cultural experiences 
included visiting Langa Township 
in Cape Town, Green Point Market 
in Cape Town, visiting Soweto out· 
side of Johannesburg, and goin9 
on a safari outside of Johannes· 
burg. 

Both groups have taken their 
their life-changing experienceS 
and new insights into African cul· 
ture and society with them as thet 
have returned to the States and to 
Wheaton. 

Posse retreat stimulates conversation on language and diversity 
CARLY LEWIS '18 
WIRE STAFF 

During the first weekend 
back on campus many 
students were fortunate 

enough to partake in the annual 
Posse Plus retreat, a weekend long 
trip to Cape Cod, where students 
talked about issues of language 
and diversity through participating 
in workshops designed to spark 
dialogue. This year the retreat was 
focused around the discussion of 
"Language and Speech in a Di-

verse Society." 
The Posse Plus Retreat is de

signed to create trust among stu
dents and engage them in discus
sion of important issues in order 
to create a better community on 
campus and beyond. Each Posse 
scholar is allowed to nominate stu
dents to come along on the retreat 
so there is usually a diverse group 
of students that attend and bene
fit from the variety of workshops. 

These workshops addressed 
topics that are not often discussed 
but are extremely important in 

establishing a better community. 
While these workshops covered a 
wide range of issues, they tended 
to connect to the overall theme 
of language and diversity. Leana 
Laraque '17, a Posse Scholar, de
scribes the workshops, "You get to 
tackle issues you are afraid of and 
feel supported," she said. 

Throughout the workshops 
students had the opportunity to 
break into pairs, or dyads, that 
allowed the students to connect 
with each other on a more inti
mate level. Laraque emphasized 

the workshops and dyads as a 
powerful and illuminating way to 
get to know peers. "Sometimes 
people see something in you that 
you might not see in yourself," she 
said. 

Katy Hegarty '16, who also at
tended the retreat, had nothing 
but positive feedback, "It was re
ally eye opening and nice to hear 
other people's perspectives," she 
said. She went on to emphasize 
the importance of continuing the 
dialogue on campus. "It is really 
nice that people are able to open 

up and express themselves, but it 
is important to carry that forward 
at Wheaton since it creates a more 
cohesive and understanding corn· 
munity," said Hegarty.Programs 
such as the Posse Retreat are in· 
valuable since they expose stu· 
dents to a wide array of experienc· 
es and perspectives while teaching 
them more about their peers and 
themselves. Hopefully those that 
attended will continue the dia· 
logue on campus so that the whole 
community will benefit." 
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!he top three black artists to wat~u~--~,~,;.~2~~ 
MILY BERGMANN 16 interested in telling the truth 

Copy EDITOR - my truth. I'm interested in 

Kara Walker's body of work 
explores themes of race, 

. violence, and gender. She 
1s best known for her recogniz
able silhouette-based images. 
These images confront the his
tory of African-American slavery 
and also connect this imagery to 
~odern black issues, such as po
lice brutality. In 2014, Walker ex
hibited her first public sculpture 
at the now demolished Domino 
Sugar Refinery in Brooklyn, New 
York. Known as A Subtlety for 
short, the sculpture was a giant 
sphinx, about 35 feet high, made 
and covered with sugar. This 
Project delved into the history 
of the sugar industry, its past 
With American slavery, and black 

The singer Janelle Monae. Credit: jmonae.com 

women's sexuality. forms as part of the duo Sister 
Dominique Christina is a Outsider, which visited Whea-

writer and slam poet who was ton in 2014. Her most recent 
the 2011 National Poetry Slam collection, The Bones, The 
champion as well as the 2012 Breaking, The Balm: A Colored 
and 2014 Women of the World Girl's Hymnal empowers black 
Slam champion. She also per- women and addresses their 

women recognizing the value 
of their voices and the urgency 
of their voices. I want to chal
lenge old ideas." One of the 
most well known poems in the 
book is "The Period Poem," 
written for her daughter upon 
menarche. The poem sparks 
from a tweet Christina reads 
from a man saying that he 
dumped his girlfriend because 
she started her period during 
sex. Christina says, "Herein be
gins an anatomy lesson infused 
with feminist politics because I 
hate you." This is just one illus
trative example of the beauty 
and politics of her work. 

Janelle Monae is a power
house artist (who you may 

recognize from her tuxedos), 
releasing concept albums 
inspired by the film Metropolis 
and the concept of "androids" 
as an Other. Her funky, po
litically aware, and utterly 
danceable tunes place her in 
a new wave of the Afrofuturist 
movement, one largely por
trayed by men such as Sun Ra 
and George Clinton. Recently, 
Monae started her own label, 
Wondaland Records, promot
ing and supporting the work of 
black artists in her collective. 
The label led a Black Lives 
Matter protest in Philadelphia 
this summer, releasing a remix 
of The Electric Lady's "Hell 
You Talmbout" to include the 
names of black victims of po
lice brutality. 

Bon Iver's unreleased 
track brings band back 

Five songs for students' winter playlists 

Bon Iver. Credit: kevinalanlamb.com 

JORDANA JOY '17 of the song's lyrics sheet and 
ARTS AND LEISURE EDITOR gave the estimated date of 

Bon Iver resurfaces in the 
music industry for a brief 
moment due to an on

line upload of an unreleased 
track that dates back to 2009 or 
2010. Having not released any 
new music for nearly five years, 
the uncovering of the indie folk 
band's track "Haven, Mass" has 
been experiencing an intensive 
circulation through social me
dia and online. The track was 
discovered after ticketholders 
of the Eaux Claires Music and 
Arts Festival received a limited 
edition cassette. "Haven, Mass" 
Was among other B-sides and 
miscellaneous demos by Na
thaniel Rateliff, Arcade Fire, Jon 
Hopkins, and many others on the 
cassette. 

Justin Vernon, the lead 
singer and vocalist of Bon Iver, 
also contributed a few other 
tracks to the cassette, includ
ing a potential collaboration 
With James Blake in the song 
"Fall Creek Boys Choir". In a 
response to the song's online 
release, he tweeted a photo 

when the song was written and 
recorded. 

Back in 2012, Vernon had 
stated that Bon Iver was 
"winding down", and left the 
band to release music with 
Volcano Choir, a separate indie 
band. As of last year, Vernon 
still state that there was no 
plans for Bon Iver to release 
any new albums or tou~. 
However, in a recent Billboard 
interview, he claims that he is 
"definitely been working on 
new music" with the band. 
"The last few years have given 
me a lot of perspective," said 
Vernon. "It's been valuable. 
But I'd rather be busy, and I'd 
rather be engaged. I learned a 
lot of lessons ... l'm not inter
ested in having my priorities all 
screwed up." 

Although there is no dis
tinct date of release for a new 
tour or album, the release of 
,, Haven, Mass" has seemed to 
rekindle Bon Iver's publicity 
and Vernon's open dialogue 
concerning his work. 

DESTINEE DUBOSE '19 
FOR THEW/RE 

"Gold" by Kilara 
Singer Kiiara teams up with 

producer Felix Snow to create 
this beautiful piece of magic 
called "Gold", the first single 
off of her debut album "Meet 
Me In The Cornfield." Kiiara is 
definitely an artist to follow. 

"Stressed Out" by Twenty 
One Pilots 

This relatable hit single by 
Twenty One Pilots will definite
ly get you thinking about the 
transformation from childhood 
to adulthood, which is the ulti
mate theme of "Stressed Out". 

The song contains intense 
music and a deep meaning 
within the lyrics. In fact, the lyr
ics of "Stressed Out" are said 
to be even deeper than most 
of the other songs from the 
album, "Blurryface". Twenty 
One Pilots has also announced 
their 2016 tour. Tickets are sell
ing out fast for almost every 
location. 

"Hang On" by X Ambassa
dors 

This upbeat, empowering 
single from the album, "VHS", 
can put almost anyone in a 
good mood during the winter. 
This is a great tune to check 
out, especially when the snow 
and cold weather are sending 
out depressing vibes. 

"White Teeth Teens" by 
Lorde 

White Teeth Teens" is a song 
for all the outsiders out there. 
This song is a tribute to Lorde 
and to others like her who 
have never related to the "in 
crowd", or the ones who "do 

nothing and love it". Lorde is 
trying to say that you don't 
have to be a White Teeth Teen 
to become like her. "White 
Teeth Teens are out", she 
sings. 

"Shine" by Years & Years 

Years & Years are a British 
electronica trio founded in 
London. "Shine" is the fifth sin
gle from Years & Years' debut 
album "Communion". This is a 
song that should be listened to 
when in need of some positive 
vibes. 
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Wheaton's synchronized swimming team this season 

The synchronized swimming team participated in the Boston University invitational last weekend. Credit: Wheaton Athletics 

KEVIN A. GIL '16 
SPORTS EDITOR 

T
he Wheaton synchronized 
swimming team has been 
executing flawless routines 

that have earned them top finish
es not just in their recent compe• 
titions in 2016 but also through
out the history of the program. 
In their first two meets of the 
year the team has finished first 
at the Wheaton Invitational and 
second at the Boston University 
Tri-Meet. 

The Lyons opened up their 
2016 set of competitions with the 
Wheaton Invitational in Balfour 
Natatorium hosting Boston Uni
versity, University of Incarnate 
Word, and Smith College. Whea
ton topped their regional rivals 
placing first in three of the four 
routine events of the afternoon 
to place first at the invitational 
for the third consecutive season. 

"Placing first was a great 
feeling!" said senior Ann Ma
rie Brascacchio '16. ''There was 
some tough competition, and 
the team worked so hard to pre
pare. We've also been doing a 
lot of mental training to improve 
our focus and cohesiveness as a 
team--very important when you 
need to be synchronized--and I 
feel like this training really paid 
off." 

The Lyons began the meet 

with a 1st place finish in the trios 
wi1:h first-year Gaby Eustache '19, 
sophomore Andreina Rojas '18, 
and junior Emma Willing '17 scor
ing a 65.1750. Willing and first
year Margy Mackin '19 would lat
er win the duet routine category 
with a 66.9500 score. Mackin 
won the solo routine category 
with a score of 68.6500. In the 
team routine Brascacchio, first
year Molly Spalding '19, class
mate Sammy Schlundt '19, joined 
Mackin, Eustache, Rojas, and 
Willing to earn a second place 
finish with a score of 66.3750. 
The University of Incarnate Word 
finished ahead of Wheaton in the 
category. 

Willing concluded the Division 
A figures with 67.7292 points. 
Mackin finished in second place 
in Division B with a score of 
65.6969 points. Rojas finished in 
first place in the C Division with 
63.1852 points while Brascacchio 
finished in second with 60.9629 
points. The Lyons concluded the 
meet with scores that earned 
them an overall first place finish 
out of four teams that competed 
in the meet. 

Wheaton would travel to Bos
ton University on the following 
morning to compete in the Bos
ton University Invitational in the 
Boston ·University Fitness and 
Recreation Center against the 
same regional rivals from the 

previous day. This time, Universi
ty of Incarnate Word would earn 
first place honors with Wheaton 
trailing not to far behind in sec
ond place. 

"We were actually not sur
prised that we placed second," 
said Brascacchio. "In synchro
nized swimming competitions, 
each team can choose up to sev
en events to count toward their 
overall score. At the Wheaton 
home meet. we had 'Figures', an 
individual technical skills com
petition, in the morning, which 
counted toward our total score." 

Despite the overall second 
place finish, Wheaton conclud
ed the meet with victories in 
the duet routine, solo routine, 
and trio routine categories. 
Mackin and Willing earned a 
score of 68.4667 points in the 
duets. Mackin earned a score 
of 68.9333 with her solo routine 
later in the day. Eustache, Rojas, 
and Willing teamed up in the tri
os to take first place in the event 
with a score of 67.9333 points. In 
the team competition Wheaton 
scored a 6/.0833 to finish in sec
ond place. 

"The BU Invitational only in
volved routines," said Brasca
cchio. "We were entering four 
routines, and UIW, the team that 
won the meet. entered five. We 
knew it would be tough to win 
overall, despite having won the 

day before, so we changed our 
focus: our main objective was 
correcting the individual mis
takes we had made at the Whea
ton meet. I'm proud to say that 
the team met our goal. Though 
we placed second in the team 
event, we improved our routine 
score, which is an encouraging 
sign for the rest of the season!" 

Wheaton synchronized swim
ming is the one team at Whea
ton that competes with Division 
I opponents both at the regional 
and national level. At last year's 
U.S. Collegiate Championship 
at Ohio State University for ex
ample, Wheaton placed fifth out 
of 16 teams including the hosts 
Buckeyes, Stanford University 
and the University of Incarnate 
Word. At last year's East Colle
giate Regional Championships 
they defeated the University of 
Pennsylvania, Boston University, 
and Smith College when placing 
first out of the four. 

The team also logs in the most 
miles out of all of the athletic 
programs at Wheaton. This past 
weekend they traveled to the 
University of Arizona for the Ar
izona Collegiate Open, and they 
also anticipate traveling to both 
the University of Pennsylvania for 
the 2016 East Collegiate Region
als and the University of Florida 
for the 2016 U.S. Collegiate Na
tionals in March. 

"The trips are fun, but alsC 
stressful," said Brascacchi0 

"Because the trips are so short 
we often don't have time for 
our bodies to adjust to jet la9 
changing temperatures, or beiri9 
in a new place. We've traveled a 
lot as a team, so we know hoj 
to handle the stressful parts 0 

traveling, and instead can focu! 
on the team, representing Whea· 
ton, and having fun at the coro· 
petitions. I am thankful for d1• 

opportunities we have to trave 
because I get to see new places 
while doing the sport I love witr 
some of my closest friends." 

Head coach Rebecca Ercol 
registered her ninth season a~ 
Wheaton's head synchronize 
swimming coach in 2015-16. Uri· 
der Ercoli, the team finished fifth 
at nationals last season, which 
matched the program's higheS1 

finish at nationals since 2001-
02. Wheaton also registered 
their 27th straight top-10 perfor· 
mance at the U.S. Collegiate Na· 
tional Championships and 29tr 
overall in program history after 
last season. 

Results are still pending frol'l1 
this past weekend's competitio~ 
in Arizona but the team will have 
their final home meet of the sea· 
son this upcoming weekend o~ 
Saturday at 1pm in Balfour Na· 
tatorium with the Wheaton Tri· 
Meet. 


