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Athletics department 
looks to expand response 
to sexual assault 
ALEXANDRA NATALE '16 
MANAGING EDITOR 

College athletic depart
ments have a unique re
lationship with Title IX. 

The landmark 1972 Education 
Amendment prohibits sex dis
crimination in any federally fund
ed educational program or ac
tivity. Title IX originally entered 
public consciousness as a tool to 
ensure equity in sports programs. 
While it still serves that purpose, 
Title IX is meant to protect a stu
dent's right to an education free 
of gender discrimination. This 
includes protection from sexual 
violence, the requirement that 
schools have an established pro
cedure in place to handle com
plaints of sexual discrimination 
or violence and accommodations 
for students who've experienced 
sexual violence. 

Student-athletes make up a 
fourth of Wheaton's popula
tion, putting the Athletics De
partment in a unique position 
to reach a large portion of the 
community with education and 
prevention training. 

letics Department was not noti
fied when a student was involved 
with a case. 

"I was so surprised when I 
found out the Athletics Depart
ment wasn't notified," said Tay
lor Wilson '16, a member of the 
Women's Soccer Team. 

Women's Lacrosse player Katy 
Kowal '16 noted that it would 
be useful for athletes to be in
formed about Department's lack 
of involvement. She was espe
cially concerned about protocol 
for cases involving two athletes, 
as "the athletics community is 
very small." 

Students and staff agreed that 
coaches play a critical role in pre
ventative and educational work. 
"A coach can really play a role in 
how teams are seen," said Kow
al. When discussing how to mo
tivate people to care about this 
issue, she said, "the culture of 
your team has a lot to do with it, 
but it starts with the coach." 

"We obviously encourage 
coaches to have these conversa
tions," said Lisa Yenush '90, the 
associate director of athletics 
and deputy Title IX coordinator 
for athletics. 

Annual TRVBE gala brings 
fairytale theme to stage 

"We happen to have an audi
ence in front of us we can talk 
to," said Athletics Director John 
Sutyak '00. "We want to be a 
part of the process. Everything 
we do here is for the greater 
good of the campus." 

While the Athletics Depart-

Michael Gibson '16, a mem
ber of the Swim Team, says that 
his coach has been effective in 
stressing the issues and provid
ing educational programming. 

Two years ago, speaker Mike 
Domitrz presented a program 
about consent called "Can I Kiss 
You," which Sutyak mandated all 
male athletes attend. There was 
a backlash against the singling 
out of one gender, and Sutyak 
said that in the future he'd man
date these events for all athletes. 
The issue highlighted the chal
lenges of getting men involved 
in taking 

JORDANA JOY '17 
A.RTs AND LEISURE EDITOR 

The annual TRYBE Gala, one 
of the most anticipated 

- dance performances of the 
~ear, premiered this past Thurs-

ay. TRYBE's cast consists of 17 
~~rnbers and the Gala featured 
b 1rteen different dance num
h ers, with Nataja Flood '16 as the 
c°st . Featuring SOLE and Dance 

0 rnpany over the course of a 

----

two hour production, TRYBE re
ceived an enthusiastic response 
from its audience. 

The Gala performance, "Once 
Upon a TRYBE," referenced 
childhood, fairy tales and the 
act of raising children, as well as 
college life and adulthood. Given 
the provocative nature of their 
performances, the juxtaposition 
between childhood d reams and 
suggestive choreography ran 
along a thin yet well balanced 

-----

line throughout the show. ment has provided education 
The theme of fairy tales and training to their athletes in 

and child-like imagery was also the past, they are not directly 
prevalent in the guest dance involved in any investigations 
group performances, such as and do not play a role in the sen
Dance Company, who resem- tencing of students. They are not 
bled a collection of synchronized supposed to know when an ath
dolls, silent and glass-like. In per- lete is involved in a case in order 
forming to the theme of silence, to protect the dignity of the in
the group presented an emo- vestigation. 
tionally challenging and The student athletes inter-

viewed for this piece were for the 
Cont. on page 7 I most part unaware that the Ath-

Cont. on page 4 

1riside this issue: Donald Trump versus Pope Francis (page 3), Lawrence Lessig will speak at Wheaton next week (page 
S) and the departure of Wheaton's seventh-best scorer in men's basketball (page 8). 
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Students talk to a representative at Elect Her on Saturday. Credit: Alex Gim-Fain '17 

Wheaton College Public Safety log 
ALCOHOL/DRUGS Any Drug Violation, Feb 12, 2016-Friday at 19:26 
Location: STANTON HALL 
Summary: Report of strong smoke smell on 2nd floor of Stanton 

ALCOHOL/DRUGS Medical Incident Alcohol related, Feb 12, 2016-Friday at 23:54 
Location: MEADOWS HALL NORTH 
Summary: 

HAZARD Safety Hazard, Feb 13, 2016-Saturday at 21:42 
Location: PEACOCK POND 
Summary: Report of students skating on the pond closest to Chase 

ALCOHOL/DRUGS Any Drug Violation, Feb 14, 2016-Sunday at 02:20 
Location: MCINTIRE HALL 
Summary: Report of the odor of marijuana, second floor McIntire 

MEDICAL Medical Incident, Feb 16, 2016-Tuesday at 10:55 
Location: East Main Street 
Summary: Norton Dispatch requests officer to meet in center. U103 and U100 responding. Request 
for evaluation by NFD Rescue. Rescue transporting student to Sturdy for evaluation. Dean's Office 
notified. Per request of Jeff Klug, release form faxed to Sturdy. 

MEDICAL Medical Incident, Feb 16, 2016-Tuesday at 18:26 
Location: MCINTIRE HALL 
Summary: RA & AC reported a medical. 

MEDICAL Medical Incident, Feb 16, 2016-Tuesday at 22:10 
Location: OFF CAMPUS LOCATION 
Summary: Parent called requesting to speak with someone regarding his daughter. 

ALCOHOL/DRUGS Any Drug Violation 
Location: MEADOWS HALL WEST 
Summary: Smell of marijuana on Meadows West 4th floor 

ALCOHOL/DRUGS Any Drug Violation, Feb 18, 2016-Thursday at 22:12 
Location: MEADOWS HALL WEST 
Summary: Smell of marijuana on 4th floor of Meadows West 

From the editor 

I t was much warmer last week, 
and we saw a variety of inter
esting weather, as my creative 

writing professor pointed out 
on Thursday; it snowed, then 
rained, and then was sunny. 

The new Emerson Dining Hall 
is open to students and has 
seemed to be in good use. The 
Lyon's Swipe option allows Em
erson diehards on the unlimited 
plan (like myself) to at least get 
three meals a day without pay
ing in Lyon's bucks. 

Several upcoming events are 
of note. Next Tuesday, Wheaton 
will host a hearing of the Massa
chusetts State Joint Committee 
on Ways and Means. The com
mittee has jurisdiction over the 
state budget. "Joint" means 
that it will include both state 
senators and state representa
tives. This newspaper will prob
ably be delivered shortly after 
the hearing is over. 

The committee will question 
Secretary of Public Safety Daniel 
Bennett on public safety expen
ditures, according to an email 

from Brian Douglas. 
If it's anything like my 011r 

government experience, the 
committee will hear testirnon) 
from the public safety chief or 
the current state of his depatt 
ment's finances, and then ha1

f 

the opportunity to ask ques I 
tions. 

The same night, former pres 
idential candidate and Harvarc 
professor Lawrence Lessig vr, 
give a talk on the state of th! 

political media in the Unit~ 
States. 

Lessig ran for president on th• 
grounds that he would pass 1 

law to reform campaign finan''. 
in the United States and the 
resign. He was widely criticise' 
for the latter promise, which ed. 
into his legitimacy as a can~ 
date. However, Lessig has bee' 
a prominent voice on campai9' 
finance reform and the gener• 
reform of the American politi~ 
system, and it should be an 1~ 

teresting talk. 
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WHEATON COLLEGE HONOR CODE 

As members of the Wheaton community, we commit ourselves to ac1 
honestly, responsibly, and above all, with honor and integrity in all are# 
of campus life. We are accountable for all that we say and write. We are 
responsible for the academic integrity of our work. We pledge that "'" 
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The final straw: Donald Trump versus the pope 
SHAHO AHMAD FAHOUM '18 
OPINION EDITOR 

Last Thursday, Pope Fran
cis questioned Donald J. 

h Trump's faith, suggesting 
t t "A person who thinks only 
a out building walls, wherever 
~h~y may be, and not building 
Rndge~, is not Christian." The 
d epublican presidential candi-
ate fired back by saying that 

Pope Francis's comment is 
"disgraceful," and his campaign 
~eleased a statement question-
1~9 the Pope's stance regarding 
the presidential candidate when 
the Vatican is attacked, because 
t at ~s '.'ISIS's ultimate trophy." 
r This 1s certainly not the first 
'~e where Trump has clashed 

~1th a?~ther popular figure. 

1 
add1t1on to his ongoing 

eud With Bill Maher and Rosie 
0'D 0 nnell, Trump's comments 
;e~arding Megyn Kelly got their 
_air share of publicity, resulting 
~~ the ongoing dispute between 
the two. It is no surprise that 

e success of Trump and his 
camp · • b d' a1gn 1s attri uted to such 
t 15Putes; Trump is determined 
0 always show off his ability to 

not · -give-a-damn, based on the 
assumption that his approach is 
tefre h' . d f. . s ing, instea o mappro-
Priate or offensive. 

How is it that Donald Trump 
clashes with the Pope himself 
and still gets away with it? Be-

cause his appeal is based off of 
ignorance and fear and it serves 
those who are ignorant enough 
to believe him. The American 
political culture is shocking and 
worrying; one third of a major 
political party in the world's 
most powerful country is sup
porting a racist, misogynistic 
fool, and their support is becom
ing a reality with voting. Unlike 
his Republican counterparts, 
Trump has succeeded at main
taining, and even strengthening, 
his position in the polls. This 
success can be attributed to the 
constant media attention around 
Trump and his campaign, as well 
as the constant controversy that 
Trump causes. The controversy 
around Trump is his greatest 
tactics. Trump is not an eloquent 
speaker. Trump is does not have 
an experience or qualifications 
either. Yet nothing can stand in 
the way of Trump's success, not 
even the Pope, because of the 
extremist support he has from 
the 'Trumpeters'. 

Donald Trump's Trumpeters 
are committed fans, who justify 
his statements and actions, 
even against the Pope and the 
Vatican. Yet their justification 
and large-scale support do not 
change the fact that his fascist 
politics is flawed. The only w~y 
to stop his journey to the White 
House is by voting, even if it's 
for the lesser of two evils. 

Pope Francis implied last week that he does not think Donald Trump is a Christian. Credit: Wikipedia 

I 
Destructive habit: Reflecting on 
Wildlife tourism 
CAITLY REYNOSO '19 
F=OR THE WIRE 

I wldlife tourism and 
watching has had an 

b adverse effect on 
the:ding, animals' habitats and 

eir behavior, as well. In some 
Cases, just the mere presence of 
heople can disturb an animal's 
thb'.tat. It is important that you, 

6
e inattentive tourist, learn 

a out this now before you cause 
any more damage. 
,,tccording to a study entitled 
w·he _Impact of Tourism on 

ildlife Conservation," there is 
a distinction between wildlife 
~~tc~ing and wildlife tourism. 

1ldlife watching is "organized 
tourism undertaken to watch 
~ildlife," while wildlife tourism 
15 a "human activity undertaken 

L 

to view wild animals in natural 
settings or captivity." Although 
there is only a slight a differ
ence between the two, they are 
equally destructive. 

In 2011, I participated in the 
excursion "Everybody Loves 
Rays" in Nassau, Bahamas. I 
swam with stingrays in a re
stricted area of a beach. In 
an attempt to comfort us, the 
instructor said "the stingrays are 
more scared of you than you are 

of them." 
As the other twenty tourists 

and I swam with the stingrays, 
I came to the realization that I 
was doing more than just "scar
ing" them - I was also exploiting 
the innocent animals and invad
ing their natural habitat. 

According to National Geo
graphic, stingrays are threat-

ened sea creatures. During 
the time that they are fulfilling 
your selfish desires, they could 
be reproducing and living in 
their ecosystem unbothered by 
negligent tourists like you. As 
I acknowledge the fault in my 
actions, I hope you begin identi
fying the wrong in your partici
pation in animal excursions. 

A number of you probably 
believe that you are not doing 
anything wrong. In fact, you 

may believe you are contrib
uting to their protection. The 
Sustainable Tourism Coopera
tive Research Centre, or CRC 
Tourism, elaborates on this issue 
when it relates, "Financial contri
butions to conservation general
ly arise through government-ad
ministered user fees such as 
entrance fees, visitor levies, 

Wildlife tourism in Sri Lanka. Credit: Wikipedia 

commercial operator licensing memories. 
fees and hunting license fees." Instead of invading their space 

According to the CRC Tour- and harming them, you should 
ism, although tourists contribute focus on actively learning 
financially to the conservation of about and engaging with the 
animals, the "income is usu- country you are visiting. There 
ally insufficient to even cover are many other ways of effec-
the costs of managing visitor tively and efficiently learning 

a out a culture or country with-impacts." b 
If the money that companies out harming animals. 

are making from you cannot Instead of visiting a turtle farm 
even cover the cost of your dam- or going on a safari, consider 
age, do you genuinely believe eating at a local restaurant or 
that they have enough funds to visiting a museum. Since the 
provide all their animals with the trend of animal excursions and 
best living condition? I, person- wildlife watching does not have 
ally, do not think so. Though I a visible end, I ask you to reflect 
concede that you are contribut- on your actions and make the 
ing to the conservation of ani- best decision for both yourself 
mals, I still insist that the money and the animals, as well. 
is not being used to benefit the 
wellbeing of the animals provid-
ing you with entertainment and 

-
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Counseling center offers variety of support groups based on need 
KUNZANG TSHERING '17 
NEWS EDITOR 

This semester, the counsel
ing center is offering three 
groups in order to meet 

the needs of students on cam
pus. The 'Grief Support Group' 
will help students who have lost 
loved ones and want to speak to 
others with similar experiences. 
Marijuana moderation class 'Slow 
Your Roll' is back for another se
mester and a 'Recovery Group' 
will help students who identify as 
being 'in recovery' or 'clean/so
ber' from alcohol and drugs. 

Jeffrey Klug, associate Dean of 

students and Director of coun
seling and health, said that these 
groups were in response to feed
back and anonymous surveys 
from the campus community. 
For example, the recovery group 
was a direct result of a survey 
conducted by Student Wellness 
and Prevention (S.W.A.P) last se
mester. 

"We were surprised at the 
number of students that identi
fied as being in recovery," said 
Klug, "We haven't had any in
terest yet, so we are hoping that 
the students who said that they 
would want this group will con
tact us (the counseling center)." 

• 

On Febraury 24, Tori Bloomwald 
who is a staff clinician and li
censed clinical social worker will 
facilitate the first meeting of this 
group. 

The grief support group is a 
seven-week lunch series that was 
formed when Dean of Students 
Kate Kenny mentioned that she 
was aware of several students 
who had lost family members or 
other loved one's last semester. 
Although it had already been 
planned, the death of Brandon 
Williams galvanized the need for 
such a support group. 

Klug, who facilitates this grief 
support group, said that six peo-

pie attended the first session 
last week. These sessions have 
an open-ended format and are 
discussion based. "They (group 
members) really just wanted to 
share their stories, to be able to 
identify others on campus who 
may understand what they're go
ing through in a unique way. Its 
also a time for students who have 
experienced grief and loss to just 
be together; they don't have to 
talk about grief and loss," said 
Klug. 

Slow your roll is a marijuana 
moderation class, based on a 
harm reduction approach. Klug 
said that such an initiative was 

important at Wheaton as rnar· 
ijuana is probably the biggest 
drug of choice, in addition to al· 
cohol. This class allows students 
to become more aware of their 
relationship to marijuana and 
reduce the risks, if they are not 
ready to stop using all together. 
Health Educator, Emily Dirnon 
offers this four class cycle that 
students can self-refer to. 

Those interested in any of the 
groups above are encouraged to 
contact the counseling center. 

Theories of the Earth 
exhibit opens 
to students 
KUNZANG TSHERING '17 
NEWS EDITOR 

Theories of the Earth is 
described as a dynamic 
exhibition of sculptures, 

drawings and installations by 
artists Lauren Fensterstock and 
Beth Lipman. The display, fund
ed by the Haas Visiting Artists 
Program, will run until April 9 in 
Watson Fine Arts. Fensterstock 
and Lipman will also be visiting 
Wheaton on April 6 to speak 
about their work. 

The Haas Visiting Artists 
Program assisted Gallery Direc
tor Michele L'Heureux immense
ly as she helped bring these two 
artists with growing national 
and international recognition to 
campus. Many people who are 
interested in art, both on and off 
campus, are thrilled to see Fen
sterstock and Lipman do a joint 
exhibit. 

"The opening reception was 
very well attended by students, 
as well as faculty, staff and ad
ministrators," said L'Heureux. 
"There were also lots of visitors 
from the Providence and Boston 
art communities who know of 
these artists' work and wanted 
to see it together in a two-per
son show for the first time. Word 
is out on campus that there is 
something exciting going on in 
the galleries, so more and more 
students are stopping by to see 
the work." 

While the two artists work 
through different art mediums, 
there are many similarities in 
theme which make the exhib· 
it harmonious. "The overlap of 
their interests and ideas is re· 
markable," L'Heureux said. "The I 
tension between nature and cul· 
ture, the interest in consumption 
and collecting and the themes 
of fragility and mortality are just 
a few of the things the work of 
these artists (have) in common." 

The artwork can also be rele· 
vant to other disciplines of studY· 
According to L'Heureux, "A stu· 
dent studying environmental 
science might examine this e)(· 
hibition from the lens of material 
culture and what it is doing to our 
planet. A studio art or art histo· 
ry major might study the work's 
relationship to historical still life 
painting. A psychology major 
might think more about the act 
of collecting and what this means 
for our culture and ourselves." 

The exhibit's title was agreed 
upon by the two artists, who 
found their inspiration for the 
pieces from a published theory in 
the 15th century. The work was 
by Thomas Burnet, called Sacred 
Theory of the Earth, and con· 
cerned the origin of the universe
The Theories of the Earth exhibi· 
tion can be viewed from MondaY 
to Saturday 12:30 to 4:30 p.m. in 
the Beard and Weil Galleries in 
Watson Fine Arts. 

The Beard and Weil galleries, at left. Credit: Alivia Cross '19 



'Between the Lines' 
dialogue program begins 
10th semester 
CAITLY REYNOSO '19 
FOR THE WIRE 

For th~ past ten semesters, 
the intergroup dialogue 
program 'Between the 

lines' has created a non-judg· 
mental learning environment. 
This ten-week program tackles 
controversial issues with the goal 
of finding a common ground 
between different experiences. 
Topics are rotated each semes
ter and will feature two sections 
th· 1s semester: one dialogue on 
race/ethnicity and another on re
ligion/spirituality. 

The topics for discussion are 
chosen based on interests that 
students express when applying 
for the program. 'Between the 
lines' is usually capped at 15 stu
dents, but the group has had up 
to 18 students in the past. Par· 
ticipants from any and all back• 
grounds who are critical thinkers 
and are interested in becoming 
more engaged with the Whea
ton community are encouraged 
to apply. 

Just as students can apply to 
be a member of the dialogue 
group, they can also apply to be 
one of the facilitators. To be se-

lected for a position as a facilita
tor, one must have gone through 
the dialogue as a participant. 
Facilitators must also complete 
a training session at the Marshall 
Center on intergroup dialogue. 
This year's facilitators are Justina 
Ramlakhan '18, Braden Marstall
er '18, Eli Salazar '18 and Keyly 
Martinez '19. 

While participants guide the 
conversation, facilitators help 
direct the discussion when tack• 
ling sensitive issues. The group 
meets for an hour every week 
in order to explore issues with 
different styles of activities and 
discussions. To prepare for their 
dialogue, some students began 
free writing in their journal last 
semester. 

Previously, 'Between the Lines' 
focused on creating a space 
where strangers could build 
trust as they spoke about dis
tinct controversial issues. Now, 
facilitators also want their par
ticipants to become more active 
and make an impact on campus. 
Ramlakhan said facil itators are 
now asking themselves, "What 
can our participants do with this 
knowledge moving forward?" 
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Lawrence Lessig to give talk on the political media 
ADAM KILDUFF '16 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

H arvard professor and for
mer presidential candi

. . date Lawrence Lessig will 
v1s1t campus to give a talk on his 
perception of the media's place 
1n the current political climate. 
Lessig is perhaps best known 
for his ideas about reforming 
campaign finance in the United 
States. 

He ran for president on the 
platform that he would reform 
campaign finance and then im
mediately resign from the office. 
_Lessig went back on this promise 
after receiving criticism about its 
plausibility. 

The lecture will focus on the 
relationship between the politi
cal media and the current state 
of American democracy, specifi
cally on the potential need to re
form the media. 

Lessig dropped out of the 
presidential race because he did 
~o~ have the poll numbers to par
t1c1pate in the first debate, which 
Prevented him from participat-

ing in any other debates. 
"First, the need to focus Amer

ica on the failure of its democra
cy was as urgent as ever," Lessig 
wrote in a New Yorker article ti
tled "Why I Ran For President." 
"Second, no plausible candidate 
was going to do that." 

He founded a super-PAC that 
works to help candidates who 
will try to reform campaign fi . 
nance. The PAC, which is called 
Mayday PAC, has endorsed and 
helped Republicans and Demo
crats across the United States. 

Lessig has pushed several 
initiatives that he thinks would 
spend most effectively reform 
the campaign finance system. 
They include a matching system 
in which the government would 
match funding candidates have 
accrued from small donors. He 
also proposed a voucher system 
that would give each voter a tax 
rebate that could be donated to 
candidates. 

He has taught at Harvard law 
School since 2009. 

Lessig launched his presidental campaign in Claremont NH c d"t w ·k· d . , • re , ; 1 1pe ,a 
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HNMUN: A crash course in diplomacy 
CARLY LEWIS '18 
WIRE STAFF 

Weaton's Model United 
Nations team (MUN) a 
lub dedicated to repli

cating the experience of the Unit
ed Nations, recently attended Har
vard National MUN in Boston. The 
team had been preparing for the 
conference for months and a great 
deal of work went into making sure 
they were ready to participate in 
tneevent. 

Several weeks ago, the team was 
informed that they would be repre
senting the nations of Uzbekistan 
and Comoros at the conference. 
Members of the club were then 
able to choose the committees 
they wanted to represent their 
nation. There was a large range 
of committees, from International 
Civil Aviation Organization to the 
World Health Organization. To pre
pare for the weekend, the club put 
in hours of hard work to make sure 
they were familiar with all the nu
anced and complicated protocols 
involved in participating in commit
tees. To familiarize members with 
these rules, the club spent many 

of their weekly meetings enacting 
simulations meant to recreate situ
ations that might occur at the real 
event. 

The conference lasted from 
Thursday to Sunday, and students 
spent most of their days in com
mittee sessions. In their respective 
committees, students worked to
gether to create and pass a reso
lution which are documents that 
address the problems discussed in 
committee. Committees varied in 
size; some with as many as 400 stu
dents and others with as little as 30 
students. When the students were 
not in committee sessions, they 
attended social events and got to 
know the large group of students 
also attending the conference. 
More than 3,000 students from 70 
different countries came to partic
ipate, so the crowd was extremely 
diverse. 

Joshua Steele-Kelly '17, the pres
ident of MUN at Wheaton, is very 
passionate about the club as a way 
to further academic interest. "The 
conference is a fun and enjoyable 
outlet to continue to explore aca
demics," he said. Kelly also com
mented on the unique nature of 

the conference, "It allows academ
ics to leave the classroom in a stu
dent run environment." 

Kelly revived the club after its 
brief hiatus from Wheaton's extra
curricular scene, as the club has 
not been active the last couple 
semesters. There were only a few 
members who had previous expe
rience participating in MUN at the 
college level. Sarah Hilton '16, who 
also attended the conference, sees 
a lot of potential in the club's future 
growth. "As it moves forward, it is 
going to be a great club," she said. 
Now that the members have one 
conference under their belts, they 
will be better prepared for future 
conferences, and hopefully there 
will be more returning members in 
future semesters. 

In March, MUN will be attend
ing another conference at Mount 
Holyoke College, where they will 
participate in more specialized sim
ulations. In general, both Kelly and 
Hilton agree that MUN offers stu
dents a unique and beneficial way 
to strengthen their debating skills 
while learning more about how the 
United Nations and conflict resolu
tion function. 

Students partidpate at the MUN debate. Credit: Josh Kelly '17 

Body Maps bonds students in Theatre and Social Change 

Tim Miller at Muhlenberg. Credit: Northeastern website, 

NICOLE LABRESH '17 
WIRE STAFF 

Most classes spend their 
first full week going over 
the syllabus and getting 

into the background and basics 
of the subject at hand. This is not 
so for the course Theatre and So
cial Change, taught by Professor 
Stephanie Daniels in the Theatre 
department. In true theatrical fash
ion, this course started out with a 
bang, as the nineteen students in 
the class spent their first week in 
workshops with visiting artist Tim 
Miller. 

This was Miller's second visit to 
Wheaton, the first being several 
years ago. An internationally ac
claimed performance artist, his 

creative work, both written and 
performed, explores his identity 
as a gay man at the intersection of 
the personal and the political. He 
has been heavily involved in activ
ism for the LGBT community, in
cluding successfully suing the fed
eral government with three other 
artists in 1990 for suppressing the 
free speech of gay performers. 
He now tours colleges across the 
country leading workshops and 
performing for students. 

This ties in with the course as 
it explores how theatre can be 
used as a tool for raising the lev
el of activism and consciousness. 
Throughout ~he semester, the 
course will cover a plethora of 
pieces on topics such as race, gen
der, sexuality economic status and 

more. In fact, one of the readings 
to be discussed is the play "What 
Happens When," which was writ
ten by a Wheaton faculty mem
ber and performed here just last 
spring. The students in this course 
comefrom a variety of majors that 
span the spectrum from theatre 
to biology. Many are taking it as a 
part of the connection titled "Rev
olution!" 

The workshops led by Miller 
consisted of three-hour sessions 
conducted every day during the 
first full week of classes. In these 
workshops, students explored 
different mediums of expression 
through movement, spoken word, 
drawing and writing. By the end 
of the week, each student had a 
two to three minute piece on the 

subject of a personal and/or polit
ical change that they would like to 
make happen. It all culminated in 
a performance that Saturday eve
ning of all of the students' work 
compiled into one performance. 

The title of the performance, 
Body Maps, referred to drawings 
the students did in these work
shops in which they mapped out 
different parts of their body that 
reflected stories and experiences 
from their lives, and these were 
shown to audience members by 
the students themselves. 

Following the performance, 
participants had mixed emotions 
about their experiences in the 
workshop and in the performance 
itself. Some found it to be a free
ing and enlightening experience--

a sort of breakthrough in their 
ability to express themselves and 
their views. Others found that 
it was too much too soon. They 
felt uncomfortable with what had 
gone on in workshops and what 
they ultimately performed in the 
showcase. Regardless, students 
could agree that this experience 
formed a unique bond with their 
classmates, the likes of which you 
would not see in most classes. It 
is a rather unorthodox way of get
ting to know each other - starting 
with the really deep, dark stuff and 
working backwards from there -
but effective nonetheless, and cer
tainly an experience that is memo
rable and will shape the rest of the 
semester in this course. 



Annual TRVBE gala 
brings fairytale 
theme to stage 
Cont. from page 1 

metaphorical performance 
on stage. 

SOLE arguably stole the 
show with their ten minute 
performance, interweaving the 
story of a member scrambling 
to find a topic for his supposed 
fairy tale assignment due the 
next day after every routine. 

The performance embodied 
changes in pace, motion and 
visual stimulation throughout 
the set, and time was manage
able seamlessly. 

The musical set list proved to 
bring a multitude of diversity, 
from 'Cannibal' by Ke$ha to 
'Little Einsteins Theme Song' 
Remix by 886Beatz Trap. 

Beyonce: The Real MVP 
DESTINEE DUBOSE '19 
FOR THE WIRE 

W
e all probably remem
ber when Beyonce 
released her surprise 

album, "Beyonce," back in 2013. 
As it turns out, Beyonce is full of 
surprises. This past weekend, 
the day before her halftime show 
at the Super Bowl, Beyonce un
expectedly released the music 
video for her new hit single, 
"Formation". 

Denver Broncos linebacker, 
Von Miller, may have won the 
Super Bowl MVP, but Beyonce 
proved to be the true star of 
the night after she performed 
her surprise song "Formation" 
on stage surrounded by her 
dancers who were dressed in 
black berets, paying homage 
to the Black Panthers after 
their 1966 formation. 

According to NBC News, 
the video for the song "For
mation" is arguably Beyonce's 
most provocative music video 
to date, as it suggests a variety 
of controversial images along 
with powerful lyrics. This music 
video builds on the issues 
of not only racial hate and 
discrimination, but also black 
pride and domination. 

For example, the entire 
video for "Formation" is set 
in New Orleans, Louisiana. 
Beyonce uses this setting to 
express the mistreatment of 
the black community during 
Hurricane Katrina. Beyonce be
gins the music video standing 
on top of a police car, which is 
surrounded by water, and ends 
the video with a scene in which 
she is metaphorically drowning 
in the post-Katrina floods, as 

many black people did during 
that time. 

One of the most powerful 
images from "Formation" 
is one in which a black boy 
wearing a hoodie confronts a 
line of white police officers. 
This scene presents the boy 
exerting power over the po
lice, as the police are the ones 
who raise their hands up. This 
image presents black youth in 
a position of power, a position 
they are deprived of in Amer-

ica. 
Beyonce creates images of 

black pride throughout "For
mation" as she sings, "I like my 
baby hair with baby hair and 
afros." In the video, Beyonce 
shuts down the idea of black 
women conforming to "Euro
centric" beauty standards. Be
yonce shows that natural b_lack 
hair is beautiful by presenting 
an image of her daughter, Blue 
Ivy, standing proudly with her 
afro amongst two other black 
girls. At a time when black 
culture is constantly being 
ignored, Beyonce puts it front 
and center in one of the scenes 
in "Formation." Beyonce 
appears wearing a blond afro, 
surrounded by people dressed 
in Mardi Gras costumes. This 
image represents her pride 
in her black roots and black 

culture. 
These are just a few of the 

expressive images tha: B~yon
ce presents in the music video 
for "Formation." Just as we 
all thought the madness had 
come to an end after the Super 
Bowl, Beyonce announced her 
2016 Formation World Tour, 
which will kick off on April 27 
in Miami. 
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TRYBE performing their annual show in the Weber Theatre. Credit: Alex Gim-Fain '17 

Kendrick Lamar storms the Grammys 

EMILY BLAY '19 
WIRE STAFF 

T
his past Monday, the big
gest names in music gath
ered under the Staples 

Center roof in Los Angeles for 
what is arguably the biggest 
night in the industry: the 58th 
Annual Grammy Awards. 

The show opened with Taylor 
Swift standing in a sparkling 
blue body suit belting the 
lyrics to her single "Out of the 
Woods" in her new pop style. 
Other performances includ-
ed Adele singing "All I Ask," 
which she wrote in conjunction 
with nominee Bruno Mars; a 
beautifully orchestrated duet 
by Best New Artist nominees 
James Bay and Tori Kelly; 
and an appearance by Justin 
Bieber, Diplo and Skrillex, all of 
whom won Best Dance Record
ing earlier in the evening for 
"Where Are O Now." 

The standout performance 
of the evening began, in stark 
contrast to the upbeat Lionel 

Richie tribute by John legend, 
Demi Lovato, Meghan Trainor, 
Luke Bryan and Tyrese, when 
Kendrick Lamar powerfully 
appeared center stage. Lamar, 
who held 11 - the most - nom
inations, performed with 
unmatched energy that was 
profoundly artistic and person
al. Chains, fire, jail cells and, 
above all, his sharp, poignant 
lyrics accompanied his perfor
mance. 

"I'm African American, 
I'm African/ I'm black as the 
moon, heritage of a small vil
lage," rapped Lamar from his 
song, "The Blacker the Berry," 
off the album To Pimp a But
terfly. In light of all that Amer
ica has been facing in terms 
of race relations in the past 
years, Lamar's performance 
appeared more poignant than 
ever. 

In between the numerous 
performances, the deserving 
winners claimed their prizes. 
Album of the Year ultimately 
went to Taylor Swift for 1989. 

Upon accepting her award, 
and as the first woman to win 
Album of the Year twice, Swift 
reached out to young women, 
urging them not to be stopped 
on the road to success by 
those who try to undercut 
them. 

Finally, Record of the Year 
went to Bruno Mars for "Up
town Funk," Song of the Year 
to Ed Sheeran for "Thinking 
Out Loud" and Best New 
Artist to Meghan Trainor 
among numerous other awards 
presented throughout the 
evening. Though no Kanye
style drama occurred apart 
from Adele's microphone pitch 
problems, the night was still 
fairly entertaining. 

Anyone can easily see that 
the music industry is changing 
dramatically in response to the 
changing culture that informs 
writers, producers and every
one in between. Above all, 
music still continues to do one 
simple thing: it brings people 
together. 

·-
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Wheaton men's basketball says 
goodbye to 7th leading scorer 

Men's basketball captain Billy Battaglia will graduate in May. Credit: Wheaton Athletics 

KEVIN A. GIL '16 
SPORTS EDITOR 

// M y goal as a fresh
man was to leave 
the program in a 

better place than I had found it," 
said Wheaton men's basketball's 
senior captain Billy Battaglia 
'16. "The satisfaction of laying a 
great foundation that I know our 
guys will build on for the next few 
years is more satisfying than any 
career record I have achieved." 

Wheaton men's basketball 
waved goodbye to its lone senior 
Billy Battaglia this past weekend 
iri their final game of the season 
against Emerson College in Em
erson Gymnasium. Battaglia is 
the program's seventh leading 
scorer after scoring 1281 career 
points with a 14.1 cumulative 
points per game (ppg) scoring 
average, 19.5 ppg average this 
season, and a 83.5 free throw 
percentage leaving him the all
time leader in free throw per
centage. 

"Senior game was a great 
culmination of everything we 
,,·orked for all year," said Batt
aglia. "Obviously we wanted to 
make the NEWMAC tournament 
but the game had a tournament 
feel to it and it was a great team 
win that will give our returning 
guys a lot of momentum heading 
into next year." 

The Lyons finished the game 

with a 73-70 win over Emerson 
after being down by a single 
point at the half. Battaglia scored 
13 points on the day, while junior 
Quinton Dale '17 led the team in 
scoring with 16 points, classmate 
Zach Parsons '17 finished with 13 
points, classmate Timothy Berry 
'17 netted 8 points, and sopho
more Ryan Fogerty '18 finished 
with 14 points. 

"Two years ago on Will Bayliss' 
senior night, he told the guys 
it wasn't about him and oth
er people were going to have 
to step up and win the game," 
said Battaglia. "Timmy Berry, 
Zach Parsons, Quinton Dale, and 
many others stepped up for our 
last game against Emerson and 
made big plays." 

The team's captain was named 
a NEWMAC All-Conference play
er last season. The team, howev
er failed to make the post-sea
son. Battaglia made it his goal 
to leave the program in a better 
place then when he found it. 
The natural, charismatic leader 
in Battaglia was left hungry for 
a conference tournament berth 
in his final season as a Lyon. He 
made sure he did everything 
he possibly could do to put his 
team in the best situation to win 
games. He was often found in 
Emerson Gymnasium for hours 
at a time taki. g hundred of shots 
after each practice and working 
on improving any aspects of his 

game to make himself better, 
and ultimately the team better 
as well. 

His scoring average improved 
from a 7.8 ppg to a 9.8 ppg av
erage from his first year to his 
sophomore season. It then near
ly doubled to an 18.0 ppg aver
age in the 24 out of the 24 games 
he played his junior season. In his 
final season in the blue and white 
he averaged 19.5 ppg both start
ing and playing in all 24 sched
uled games of the season. The 
advancements in his game didn't 
just show in his personal num
bers but also in the improvement 
of the team's record. In his junior 
season the team finished with 
a 4-20 overall record. This past 
season the team doubled their 
wins from last year and even tal
lied a couple of more after finish
ing with a 10-14 overall record. 
The contributions of Battaglia 
will certainly be missed dear
ly but the Lyons are hopeful to 
find future team success through 
the way he helped shape the 
hard-working culture of the pro
gram. 

"Each college experience ath
letically is different," said Batt
aglia. "Fortunately for me I was 
lucky enough to be put in a great 
situation in which I was able to 
have a lot of success. Success 
that couldn't have been possible 
without the help and support of 
my teammates." 

The synchronized swimming team took second place at the Whea
ton Tri-Meet. Credit: Wheaton Athletics 

Wheaton synchronized 
swimming hosts 
Tri-Meet 

KEVIN A. GIL '16 
SPORTS EDITOR 

W eaton's synchronized 
wimming team earned 

a second place finish at 
the Wheaton Tri-Meet in Balfour 
Natatorium this past weekend 
along with posting some impres
sive scores at the Arizona Colle
giate Open the weekend before. 

The team faced up against the 
University of Arizona, Arizona 
State University, and the Univer
sity of Illinois at the Arizona Col
legiate Open where they post
ed several season best scores. 
First-year Margy Mackin '19 exe
cuted a career-best score in her 
solo routine with a 75.3000. Her 
previous career best score was 
a 68.9333, which she scored at 
the Boston University Invitation
al the week before. Mackin and 
junior Emma Willing '17 posted 
a 75.9667 in the duet catego
ry, which earned them another 
season best score. The two also 
topped their score from the pre
vious week when they posted a 
68.4667. The trio competition 
also earned Wheaton a season 
best score with Willing, first-year 
Gaby Eustache '19, and sopho
more Andreina Rojas '18 scor
ing a 73.3667, compared to the 
67.9333 from the BU Invitational. 

"The ladies did a good job of 
pushing through the time change 
and competing in an outdoor 
pool against strong competi-

tion," said head coach Rebecca 
Ercoli. 

This past weekend the Lyons 
ended their 2016 regular season 
schedule with a second place fin
ish at the Wheaton Tri-Meet on 
Saturday afternoon. The team 
hosted Division I powerhouse 
schools in Ohio State Univeristy 
and Boston University. Regional 
rivals Smith College also compet
ed in the meet. Before the start 
of the meet, Wheaton athletics 
honored lone senior Ann Marie 
Brasacchio '16 for her outstand
ing contributions to the program 
over the past four years. 

The team posted yet another 
season best score in the team 
free routine finishing with a score 
of 72.0750. Mackin earned a 
74.9750 in the solo routine. She 
then teamed up with Willing to 
score a 72.400 in the duet cat
egory. Willing, Rojas and Eu
stache scored a 71.6750 in the 
trio competition. Willing earned 
a score of 71.5313 in the figures 
A competition. Mackin scored a 
68.8243 in the B Division. Brasac
chio won the C division while Ro
jas finished second and Eustache 
in third. First-year Molly Spalding 
'19 won the D division. 

Wheaton will be competing 
in the East Collegiate Regionals 
hosted by the University of Penn
sylvania this upcoming weekend 
followed by the U.S. Collegiate 
Nationals hosted by the Universi
ty of Florida at the end of March. 


