
The Dimple Divers won a comedy tournament at lmprovBoston. Credit: The Dimple Divers 

Dimple Divers win competition 
at College Comedy Festival 
NICOLE LABRESH '17 
SENIOR WRITER 

The Dimple Divers have long 
taken Wheaton College 
by storm as the best (and 

0 nly) improv comedy group on 
Campus. Recently, their hilarity 
tnoved to take over the world 
(or at least the improv world), by 
emerging victorious from the im
provisational fete that is the Col
lege Comedy Fest and Beanpot 

Tournament at lmprovBoston. 
The College Comedy Festival 

annually brings together the im
prov groups of several differ~nt 
colleges across New Englan~, '."
eluding Emerson College, Trinity 
College, UMass Amherst, MIT, 
Boston College, and our own 
Wheaton College, among others. 
18 colleges were represented 
this year, the festival's 11th. _ 

The improv groups, often with 
names that involve puns or only 

make sense if you happen to at
tend their college, go head-to
head to find out who is the best 
of the best of college improv. 
The winner of the whole week
end gets bragging rights, their 
picture on the College Comedy 
Festival website for the whole 
year and a trophy signifying the 

Cont. on page 4 

Pedestrian is fatally hit by Amtrak 
train at Mansfield Station 
JORDANA JOY '17 
ARTS AND CULTURE EDITOR 

Aman was struck and killed 
by a northbound high
speed Amtrak train at the 

Mansfield train station on March 
2 at 2:44 p.m. He has not yet --

been identified. 
The train was heading to Bos

ton and hit the pedestrian be
tween the platform of the train 
station and the Mansfield choc
olate factory building. Witness
es confirm that a male had been 
spotted attempting to cross the 

tracks from Crocker Street. 
Many vehicles parked in Crock

er Street, River Street and Man
sfield Avenue parking lots were 
affected by the fatality and were 

Cont. on page 5 
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MLK Legacy Day 
honors student, staff 
KUNZANG TSHERING '17 
NEWS EDITOR 

M artin Luther King (MLK), 
Jr. Day is celebrated 
on the third Monday of 

January- usually when Wheaton 
College is on winter break. Last 
year, former Black Student Asso
ciation (BSA) President Ezeanne 
Fonge '16 along with other mem
bers spoke with President Dennis 
Hanno about organizing Whea
ton's first ever MLK Legacy Cele
brations. This event was realized 
on February 25 and included an 
award ceremony followed by a 
keynote speech by Clint Smith. 

Over break, members of the 
community were encouraged to 
submit nominations for a student 
and a faculty/ staff member who 
were deserving of Wheaton's 
MLK Legacy award. The Presi
dent's council reviewed over 30 
nominations and deemed Nata
ja Flood '16 the student award 
winner. Raquel Ramos, associate 
dean/director of the Marshall 
Center was the faculty/staff win
ner. 

A student creative arts con
test was also held with awards 
for the top three submissions. 
The BSA executive board mem-

bers along with the Council on 
Inclusion and Diversity (CID) de
liberated on the winners. Ashely 
Tsegai '19 won first place with a 
spoken word piece titled 'MLK 
(which stands for Melanin Left 
Kansas).' Destinee DuBose '19 
came in second with her spo
ken word verse titled 'It Was All 
Just a Dream.' Juli Mikush's '17 
art piece 'Better Together' won 
third place. 

Director of Athletics and Rec
reation and CID member, John 
Sutyak '00 announced Ramos as 
the staff/faculty award winner. 
He said that this recipient was 
well known on campus for being 
a strong advocate for issues re
lating to diversity and inclusion. 
"[The] impact she has on Whea
ton comes in every imaginable 
way- working one on one with 
students; advising other faculty 
and staff; and creating new pro
grams to educate and inform our 
community," said Sutyak about 
Ramos. 

A visibly moved Ramos was 
given a standing ovation as she 
received her award. She said that 
she loved what she did although 
the work could seem endless, ex
hausting and 

Cont. on page 5 

Elliott '17 is victorious in 
SGA presidental race 
ADAM KILDUFF '16 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

Kitie Elliott '17 was de
lared the winner of the 
GA presidential election 

in Emerson Dining Hall on March 
4. She defeated Kweku Am
pem-Darko '17. 

"The board that was elected is 
the perfect balance of those who 
already have experience on exec, 
and newcomers who will add dif-

ferent perspectives," she said of 
next year's executive board. 

Elliott is the current SGA vice 
president and served as SGA 
secretary during the 2013-2014 
academic year. 

Alex Gim-Fain '17, the cur
rent SGA secretary, was elected 
vice-president. He ran unop
posed. 

They will be joined by Joshua 
Kelly '17, who will be 

Cont. on page 4 

Inside this issue: Why we shouldn't trust Bernie Sanders (page 3), a group of students from Bhutan's Royal Thimphu 
College visit Wheaton (page 4) and a senior is recruited into the National Women's Soccer League (page 8). 
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The Office of Alumnae/Relations is seeking 60 student leaders to join the team for 
Commencement Reunion weekend! If you are reliable, committed, energetic, and optimistic 

come join in the celebration. 

For applications and more information about becoming a CRY please contact: 

Alana Franklin '19 ( } 
ihs I ·1 ( 1 .s<, c-.•· ... ~ ,u ) 

Wheaton College Public Safety log 
ALCOHOL/DRUGS Any Drug Violation, Feb 26, 2016-Friday at 18:14 
Location: MEADOWS HALL WEST 
Summary: 

ALCOHOL/DRUGS Any Drug Violation, Feb 26, 2016-Friday at 23:08 
location: MEADOWS HALL NORTH 
Summary: 

ALCOHOL/DRUGS Any Drug Violation, Feb 27, 2016-Saturday at 23:41 
Location: BEARD HALL 
Summary: 

MEDICAL Medical Incident, Feb 28, 2016-Sunday at 19:44 
Location: HAAS ATHLETIC FACILITY 
Summary: Report of a possible sprained ankle 

ALCOHOL/DRUGS Any Drug Violation, Feb 28, 2016-Sunday at 21:15 
Location: MEADOWS HALL EAST 
Summary: Report of marijuana smell at Meadows East 3rd floor 

FIRE SAFETY Fire/Smoke Condition, Feb 29, 2016-Monday at 16:22 
Location: BALFOUR HOOD CENTER 
Summary: Washing machine at Balfour Hood is producing smoke 

SAFETY & SECURITY Harassment/Annoyance, Mar 01, 2016-Tuesday at 14:05 
location: BITTERSWEET HOUSE 
Summary: Student entered Public Safety asking to speak with an officer about an incident 

HAZARD Safety Hazard, Mar 02, 2016-Wednesday at 18:37 
Location: MCINTIRE HALL 
Summary: 

ALCOHOL/DRUGS Any Drug Violation, Mar 03, 2016-Thursday at 21:54 
Location: CLARK HALL 
Summary: RA reports smell of marijuana. 

ALCOHOL/DRUGS Any Drug Violation, Mar 03, 2016-Thursday at 22:25 
Location: MEADOWS HALL EAST 
Summary: RA reports smell of marijuana on floor. 

From the editor 

T
he weather was suddenly 
cold this past week, and 
the winter coats came out 

briefly. It was the level of cold in 
which it's deemed too difficult 
to walk from upper campus to 
Chase. 

Super Tuesday was on the day 
of the same name, and students 
and staff could be seen voting 
in the big purple gym at Norton 
High School. Although Bernie 
Sanders is probably the most 
popular candidate at Wheaton 
(or at the least the one students 
have publically supported the 
most), Clinton took the state by 
a hair. 

The past weekend was 
marked by a wide variety of pro
gramming put on by numerous 
student groups. It was a trend 
that should continue on a cam
pus this small in Norton, Mass. 

I went to the casino night, 
where we drank beers and 
played pool with a single cue 
that looked like its business end 
had been smashed with a ham-

mer. Nobody won. 
Another event that took 

place was the annual one that 
announces the winners of sGA 
elections, which is held in Erner· 
son. 

The winner of the race for 
president, Katie Elliott '17, has 
more prior experience than 
any president elected while 
I've been here; she was a sell· 
ator during her freshman year 
and has been on the executive 
board ever since. 

Over 30 percent of the stll' 
dent body voted. Depressinglj, 
that's a record high. 

SGA has changed a lot this 
year, and Elliott is a good choice 
to continue that change. 

This is the last issue of the 
Wire before the upcornil'l9 
Spring Break. Once it's ove'., 
we'll have nothing left but the fr 
nal haul until graduation, as well 
as the rest of our lives. 
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WHEATON COLLEGE HONOR CODE 

As members of the Wheaton community, we commit ourselves to act 
honestly, responsibly, and above all, with honor and ;ntegrity in all areas 
of campus life. We are accountable for all that we say and write. We are 
responsible for the academic integrity of our work. We pledge that we 
will not misrepresent our work nor give or receive unauthorized aid. We 
commit ourselves to behave in a manner which demonstrates concern for 
the personal dignity, rights and freedoms of all members of the commu
nity. We are respectful of college property and the property of others. 
We will not tolerate a lack of respect for these values. 

I accept responsibility to maintain the Honor Code at all times. 

Have a correction or letter to the editor? Send an email to kilduff_adam@wheatoncollege. 
edu, or come visit us! We meet in the 1960 Room in Balfour on Tuesdays at 7 p.m. 
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Why we shouldn't trust Bernie Sanders 
SHAHD AHMAD FAHOUM '18 
OPINION EDITOR 

T
he foundation of Vermont 
Senator Bernie Sanders' 
presidential campaign is 

voters' trust. Americans believe 
he's sincere, earnest-that he's 
a different kind of politician. But 
this trust is misplaced, because 
Sanders is not really a different 
kind of politician, his election 
will not give rise to a different 
kind of political system, and 
Americans should trust neither 
their politicians nor their politics. 
It's pleasant to indulge in the 
willful ignorance of Sanders' 
candidacy, but we must be hon
est. The hagiographic narrative 
of his campaign is false. 

In 1994, Sanders voted for 
President Bill Clinton's hy
per-carceral crime bill. Gun vio
lence is a matter of racial justice, 
but he shored up support with 
rural voters by opposing gun 
restrictions, including universal 
background checks. He support
ed the loophole that allowed 
Dylann Roof to purchase a pistol 
and kill nine people in the hate 
crime at Emanuel Church. And 
Sanders has lobbied for bald
faced environmental racism, 
co-sponsoring legislation for a 
nuclear waste disposal site in 

Sierra Blanca, Texas. Sierra Blan
ca was selected as the dumping 
site for Vermont's radioactive 
waste at least in part because 
its Hispanic residents couldn't 
speak English and wouldn't un
derstand environmental reports 
that were never translated into 
Spanish. Sanders' record might 
be better than former Secretary 
of State Hillary Clinton's, but 
that's not a high enough bar
especially since he comes from 
one of the most libera l states in 
the nation. Above all, Sanders' 
candidacy is premised on a dan
gerous mistruth about American 
government. When he calls the 
political system 'broken', Sand
ers pretends as though it once 
worked and can be fixed, similar 
to Donald Trump's campaign 
tone. 

To trust any politician is to 
trust a political system that was 
founded on oppression and that 
is not built for the liberation 
Sanders promises. Ironically, as 
the putative independent and 
self-proclaimed outsider who 
cut a deal with Democrats to 
win his seat in Congress-and as 
both a white man's populist and 
the most progressive candidate 
for President of the United 
States-Sanders is proof of this. 
Revolutions unfold outside and 
against power structures, not 

within them. In selling voters on 
a figurative revolution, Sanders 
dangerously legitimizes the 
American political system. 

Again, though it's pleasant to 
indulge in false hope and willful 
ignorance, it's unethical to let 
this narrative about the United 
States go unchallenged. The 
political system isn't broken and 
can't be fixed. It's oppressive 
by design in order to maintain a 
ruling minority. The only revo
lution that can end institution
alized oppression-including 
class-based oppression-is one 
that will never happen: a real 
one. Americans can make incre
mental, limited but meaningful 
change, but that's a hard sell 
and one Sanders seems unwill
ing to make. This is unfortunate, 
because the most radical thing 
he could do is acknowledge the 
hard truth that this political sys
tem can never be divorced from 
oppression. 

Sanders is not really a dif
ferent kind of politician, this is 
not a different kind of political 
system, and Americans should 
neither trust their politicians 
nor their politics. Vote for him 
or don't vote for him, but don't 
trust Bernie Sanders. 

Who is to blame for racial inequality in America? 
ADRIAN JENNINGS '18 
WIRE STAFF 

// pull yourself up by your 
bootst raps" is a dead 

T narrative, and Donald 
rump has put the nails in its 

Coffin. For decades, the phrase 
has been used to patronize 
oppressed and marginalized 
Pe~ples and paint them as 
being responsible for their own 
s~!fering and disadvantaged po
~1t1ons in society. If these people 
Just Worked hard enough, they 
Would be able to lift themselves 
~~t of their own hardship; this 
ardship thus exists only be

ca~se these people are too lazy 
to improve their own situation. 

This narrative has been used 
to criticize everyone from Bernie 
Sanders to the Black Lives Mat
ter movement. Yet, it obscures 
an obvious fact: privileged peo
ple - particularly white Christian 
ll'len - blame everyone else for 
their problems all the time. One 
~an see this easily enough by 
1stening to Donald Trump and 

his supporters who claim that 
America's problems are the fault 
of immigrants, Muslims and 
the "politically correct culture." 
White people are the master~ of 
blaming other people for their 
problems; the onlr difference 
is that this blame 1s wrongly 
placed, whereas the blame felt 
by minorities is legitimate. 

Minorities are subjected to 
the "pull yourself up by you: 
bootstraps" narrative, thus it 
is a mechanism of white upper 
class patriarchal hegemony. This 
narrative serves to negate the 
very real effects of hegemonic 
systems that disadvantage and 
oppress historically, and n~wly, 
marginalised groups, loading 
blame off of the white upper 
class who benefits from these 
systems and onto the very peo
ple who are s1,Jbjected by them. 
The white lower class, on the 
other hand, is instilled with an in
nate pride in its "whiteness" and 
the superiority imbued by such a 
quality. The poisonous influence 
of this pride is manipulated by 

the upper classes to convince 
poor whites that the "other" 
is to blame for their problems, 
thus obscuring the hand of the 
upper class itself with a veil of 
common "whiteness." 

Any change in society that 
threatens the condition of 
"whiteness" is thus targeted as 
the cause of the "downfall of 
(white) America." White people 
being relegated even one rank 
lower than uncontested superi
ority over other humans would, 
after all, be the "downfal l" of 
American society. Trump's sup
porters believe themselves to 
be "under attack." By wielding 
the double-blade of "whiteness" 
and the "pull yourself up by your 
bootstraps" narrative, white 
America - both the upper class 
and the poor masses - manages 
to renounce its complicity in 
American hegemony, failing to 
"take responsibility for their own 
lives." Others are to blame - and 
they must accept responsibility 
for that blame. White America's 
slate is spotless. Supporters at a Donald Trump rally. Credit: Wikipedia 
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Lola Haze. Credit: misshaze.com 

Spoken word artist Lola 
Haze performs 
FLYNN DONCASTER '19 
FOR THEW/RE 

hlee "Lola" Haze who is 
spoken word artist from 

tlanta, Ga. performed for 
Live at Wheaton on February 25. 
Her message to the Wheaton com
munity was, "Listen more than you 
speak. Read more than you write. 
Check your privilege if you have it. 
Create more spaces for people of 
color and make sure those places 
are safe." 

Haze is a member of the Java 
Monkey Poetry Team, has been 
featured on the YouTube channel 
Button Poetry, was the champion 
of the Queen of the South Poetry 
Slam in 2014 and was a two time 
champion of the Roswell Roots Po
etry Slam in 2012 and 2014. 

Haze is an outspoken advocate 
for the rights of black women in 
America, and her show served as 
a connection between Wheaton's 
celebration of Black History Month 
and its upcoming preparation for 
Women's History Month. 

During her show, Haze attempt
ed to actively engage the audience 
by giving them prompts and ask-

ing them to shout back keywords. 
Her work covered topics such as 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day, the 
movie "The Help", deceased rap
per Claudia Aderotimi and artist 
Missy Elliott. 

Her show was well received by 
those in attendance. ''I'm explor
ing myself as a poet, so it's great to 
hear from her - especially being a 
woman of color, she's just an inspi
ration," said Natasha Shrestha '19. 
"For Black History Month, on the 
cusp of Women's History Month, 
we need to hear from someone 
with more experience [who is] say
ing all the right things," said Aman
da Banegas '17. 

"I've been reading bell hooks for 
class and it's all about finding your 
voice ... not forcing yourself to as
similate or please others. [Haze's] 
poems spoke to me, she was un
apologetic," said Tyana Craig '19. 
The show was put on by the Whea
ton College Programming Council. 
Audrey Aka '18, member of the 
Black Student Association and the 
spoken word group iSpeak, per
formed a few of her own poems 
for the opening act. 

SGA election results 
Cont. from page 1 

secretary. 
Over 30 percent of the student 

body voted in the election, the 
highest turnout of the past five 
years of saved voter data. 

Elliott said she would like SGA 
to have a greater focus on the 
services provided by the Coun
seling Center. 

"As a Psychology major who is 

hoping to become a clinician, it is 
something that is very important 
to me and affects many students 
on all college campuses," she 
said. 

Both presidential campaigns 
reported instances of vandalism 
of their campaign materials. 

SGA President Sarah Hilton 
said in an email that the reports 
were mostly about posters get
ting torn down. 

f _ 

NEWS 

Bhutanese group visits Wheaton, 
New York for the second time 
CAITLY REYNOSO '19 
WIRE STAFF 

For the second year run
ning, Wheaton has host
ed a group of Bbutanese 

students and staff members 
from Royal Thimphu College 
(RTC). Four students and two 
staff members visited Wheaton 
from February 8 to 21. Through 
Wheaton's partnership with RTC, 
10 groups of Wheaton students 
have had the chance to partici
pate in the semester abroad pro
gram in Bhutan. 

According to the Wheaton 
website, the four Bhutanse stu
dents selected received schol
arships to participate in the 
Wheaton exchange. They includ
ed seniors Sonam Tshering and 
Choening Delma Tenzin, both 
studying English and environ
mental studies, and freshmen 
Sonam Choden, studying envi
ronmental management, and 
Yeshi Dema, studying political 
science and sociology. 

Gretchen Young, Dean of the 
Center for Global Education, de
scribes the Bhutan program as a 
unique one in which "students 
learn about a remarkable soci
ety in the midst of rapid transi
tion yet determined to sustain its 
unique culture and pristine envi
ronment." 

While in Bhutan, Wheaton stu
dents and faculty "help promote 
a model of education that emu
lates Wheaton's liberal arts cur
riculum in a country where edu
cation remains largely focused 
on acquiring information rather 
than critical thinking." Since its 

founding in 2009, RTC has been 
acknowledged as an institution 
that promotes educational inno
vation. 

In 2015, Wheaton hosted stu
dents and staff from RTC for 
the first time. Alyssa MacNeill, 
Administrative Assistant in the 
Center for Global Education, 
said that improvements were 
made to the program based on 
observations and feedback from 
last year. One of the goals was 
for the Bhutanese students to 
visit as many classes as possible. 
While at Wheaton, the student 
guests attended two classes a 
day, usually hosted by an alum of 
the Bhutan program. 

Aside from attending class
es, Wheaton's Bhutanese guests 
participated in several other ac
tivities. They spent one of their 
weekends in New York City with 
Young. While in New York, they 
visited the United Nations and 
met Kunzang C. Namgyel, the 
permanent representative of the 
Kingdom of Bhutan to the UN. 

In addition, the Bhutanese 
students visited historical sights 
in Boston and an aquarium with 
MacNeill. They also gave a pre
sentation on Bhutan and per
formed a traditional dance at 
the Mansfield Middle School 
and Elisabeth W.Amen Nursery 
School. 

While the RTC staff members 
engaged in many of the activities 
that the Bhutanese students par
ticipated in, they also met with 
Wheaton faculty and staff who 
have similar roles to that of their 
own. The visiting staff members 
were Dr. Samir Patel, Associate 

Dean, and Budhiman Mongar, 
Student Services Officer. 

Grace Kelly '16, an alumna of 
the Bhutan program, helped to 
organize activities for the BhU· 
tanese students. This was done 
in collaboration with Young and 
faculty members who have led 
a Wheaton program in Bhutan, 
such as Professor of Psychology 
Bianca Cody Murphy, Professor 
of Chemistry Elita Pastra-Landis, 
and Associate Professor of An· 
thropology and Program Co-co· 
ordinator Bruce Owens. 

"In general, I think that this 
experience as eye-opening for 
the students who came here as it 
was for us when we went to Bhu· 
tan," said Kelly. "They were over· 
whelmed by the food options at 
Chase, the amount of freedom 
of classes/schedules and move· 
ment to a degree because men 
and women aren't allowed in 
each other dorm buildings - let 
alone their rooms." 

Emily Johnson '16, who spent 
a semester at RTC in the fall of 
2014, reunited with Tenzin, who 
was one of her roommates. 
Johnson said, "I think the main 
difference about the exchange 
program from the Wheaton in 
Bhutan Program is that when we 
go to Bhutan, it is to study and be 
a student for an entire semester. 
We get to go on many sightsee· 
ing and cultural trips as well, but 
we still have academic responsi· 
bilities to adhere to. When the 
exchange students come here, 
they only have two weeks to see 
all that they can see." 

MLK Legacy Day honors student, staff 
Cont. from page 1 

overwhelming. "Working with 
students and seeing how far they 
can go in their time here and be
yond is really what makes every 
day worthwhile," said Ramos. 

Khadeedja Muheto '18 intro
duced the student award winner 
as passionate and someone who 
demonstrated courage, truth, 
justice, dignity and service. 
Through her performed poetry 
about racism, Flood is said to 
allow students to interact with 
these sensitive topics in a new 
way. "In common with MLK, this 
person uses words to inspire and 
empower many people to unite. 
Her presence is unforgettable 
and her words paint a beauti
ful picture," said Muheto about 

Flood. 
On receiving her award, Flood 

thanked her nominators for be
lieving in her. She said, "There 
is an essentialness in leadership, 
but it is also important that we 
know we don't need leaders to 
lead us. We can all do it by our
selves. That's why I am inspired 
to push ... everyone to make sure 
they are embracing their whole 
selves." 

Fonge then introduced Smith 
who is a teacher, writer, poet and 
doctoral candidate at Harvard 
University. While performing his 
spoken word pieces, Smith en
couraged the audience to snap, 
clap and react to his work that 
covered a variety of topics such 
as racialized police brutality, gun 
violence, whitewashing of histo-

ry books and immigration laws. 
This was followed by an armchair 
discussion with Gabe Amo '10, 
Rhode Island's director of public 
engagement and then a recep· 
tion in the Chapel Basement. 

Hanno said that he was 
pleased with the turnout of close 
to 200 people for Wheaton's first 
MLK Legacy Celebrations but ex
pected an even bigger and more 
diverse turnout in the coming 
years. He underlined the impor
tance of this celebration by quot
ing MLK by saying, "'Our lives 
begin to end the day we become 
silent about things that matter.' 
There's too much at stake to not 
care. We can't be silent. We must 
care. We must act. You're here 
tonight, that shows you care." 



Celebrating SHAG1s 
Sex Semester 

CAITLY REYNOSO '19 
WIRE STAFF 

w.eaton's Sexual Health 
Awareness Group 
(SHAG) has extended 

their event Sex Week to cover the 
entire semester. SHAG President 
Stephanie Kaczowski '16 said that 
Sex Semester was initiated in or
der to find new ways to get stu
dents involved and excited about 
their sexual health. 

Sex Semester will feature ac
tivites, talks and events related 
to sexual health and sex positivi
ty. Kaczowski explained that this 
change was a result of Sex Week 
being under-attended by students 
Who were interested but did not 
have time. The planning and exe
cution of a jam-packed week was 
also hectic for SHAG's executive 
board. 

So far, SHAG has hosted two 
events. During the Be Your Own 
Valentine tabling event, SHAG 
Provided sexual health informa
tion, condoms and self-care items. 
The Oral for All Bodies Workshop 
and Pop Up Sex Toy Shop were 
Very well attended with well over 
~O people filling the Holman Room 
rn Mary Lyon. 

For the rest of Sex Semester, 
SHAG will try to host an event 
every two weeks. An upcoming 
collaboration with Peace House, 
Renaissance House and Emerson 
House will educate the Wheaton 
community about the tampon tax 
and collect money and donations 
for feminine hygiene supplies. 
These will then be donated to local 
domestic violence shelters, such 
as New Hope, Inc. of Attleboro, 
Mass. and Sojourner House of 
Providence R.I. 

SHAG will also collaborate with 
Active Minds for a self-care event 
as well as with Programming Coun
cil to host Sex Jeopardy. Other 
events include a sex positive film 
screening to kick off Spring Week
end, a lecture about new meta
phors for consent on Consent Day 
and a potential trip to the New 
York Museum of Sex on April 23. 

SHAG also encourages students 
to take advantage of Confidential 
HIV and STD Testing at the Norton 
Medical Center on March 22, April 
12 and May 3. Interested students 
can make an appointment with 
Student Health Services Coordi
nator, Cynthia Maricle at (508) 286-
8210 or maricle_cynthia@whea
toncollege.edu. 

------------------------
The Dimple Divers are 
victorious at festival 
Cont. from page 1 

group as the champions. The com
petition consists of a line games 
round, a long form round and a 
short form round with an addition
al finals round for the top scoring 
teams. Each team is provided with 
a coach to guide them through the 
~eekend and help them succeed 
•n their improvisational endeavors. 

This was the Dimple Divers' sec
ond year partaking in the festival, 
and apparently, that one year was 
all they needed in order to become 
familiar enough with the festival's 
ways in order to come out on top. 
~Ver since they first started prepar-
1~9 for their first go at the competi
tion, their repertoire has expanded 
to include more games in order to 
keep with the times of college im
prov. Long form has also become 
much more common during their 
Performances on campus. Ironical
ly, improv comedy takes consider
able practice in refining techniques 
and forming a cohesive group. The 

Dimple Divers have four hours of 
practice a week and perform for 
the student body several times 
every semester. As anyone who 
has ever seen the Dimple Divers 
perform knows, these shows are 
usually well-attended and always 
promise loads of laughs. 

In addition to winning the entire 
festival, the Dimple Divers were 
also honored to have one of their 
own crowned MVP of the tourna
ment. Ebony Kennedy '19 from 
Brooklyn, NY was awarded MVP 
by the judges for her performance 
in the finals as a giraffe-like cof
fee shop customer • words that 
would only ever exist in the same 
sentence in the context of improv 
comedy. 

So now, with a championship 
title under their belt, what comes 
next for the Dimple Divers? More 
trophies? World domination? Who 
knows - just so long as they re
member us little people when they 
make it big. 
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New Plays Festival draws 
students to see peer work 
CAITLY REYNOSO '19 
WIRE STAFF 

Weaton's 14th annual 
New Plays Festival began 
on February 27 at 1 p.m. 

with shows performed periodically 
throughout the weekend. The fes
tival showcases long plays written 
by students in Professor of English 
Charlotte Meehan's Advanced 
Playwriting class. These plays are 
then performed by students in the 
Theatre Department. 

Meehan first started the New 
Plays Festival at Wheaton in 2003, 
and it has since become one of the 
most prominent displays of stu
dent collaboration. Students both 
write and perform the works, mak
ing it a very uniquely student-ori
ented experience. "Each festival 
brings an extraordinary range of 

voices and styles, and I'm always 
amazed at the themes my students 
cover in their plays," Meehan said. 

This year, the content in some 
of the plays was particularly unique 
and diverse. "[It) included works 
dealing with the aftermath of war; 
a post-apocalyptic survival camp; 
assimilation to a new culture that 
turns out to have some very dark 
secrets; and dreams gone wrong, 
to name a few," said Meehan. 

In addition to the content, the 
themes of the plays were very 
moving for the audience. Mee
han's teaching assistant Adara 
Meyers '08 said, "The Festival's 
plays told hard-hitting stories of 
social inequality and violence, cor
porate America, war, empathy and 
love-themes that audiences pas
sionately responded to with ques
tions and emotional reactions." 

Meyers, a playwright and editor, 
who has had her work featured in 
newspapers such as The Boston 
Globe, said she felt inspired by the 
performances. "I can only imag
ine viewers will continue thinking 
about how plays have the power to 
spark meaningful dialogue about 
the vital issues and crises of our 
time, both on campus and around 
the world," Meyers said. 

Meehan was especially proud 
that many of the plays helped 
address current social problems. 
"Our playwriting students demon
strate, time and again, that the 
most exciting plays deal with social 
issues as well as creative self-ex
pression," said Meehan. "This year 
was no exception in terms of bring
ing up current social issues that 
need to be addressed." 

Pedestrian fatally hit by Amtrak train 
at Mansfield Station 
Cont. from page 1 

required to remain parked until 
pickup on March 4 at 3 p.m. 

Amtrak trains were not run
ning the following morning on 
March 3 but are now running on 

schedule. Mansfield Avenue has 
been reopened to the public. 

The Mansfield Police Depart
ment responded to the incident. 
Those who responded as well as 
the Amtrak Police, Transit Police 
and the Massachusetts State De-

Mansfield Station layout. Credit: Wikipedia 

tective unit have been assigned 
to the Bristol County District At
torney's Office for further inves
tigation. 

--, 
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Roger Freeman '19. Credit: Communications Office 

Winternships let 
students try out 
potential careers 

OLIVIA MILNE '18 
FEATURES EDITOR 

Most students view the time 
between fall and spring 
semesters as a period to 

catch up on sleep, see old friends 
and unwind for a whole month 
while their studies are temporar
ily put on hold. However, some 
Wheaton students choose to take 
on the task of completing winter in
ternships while they are away from 
school. This winter break, Wheaton 
provided funding for 19 students 
to complete internships in various 
parts of the country and in various 
disciplines. 

Funding for these "winternships" 
was obtained by students through 
a variety of Wheaton sources. Sti
pends are provided for Wheaton 
students each year from the Nan
cy Lyon Porter '43 Community 
Service Fellowship program, the 
Blakely Fetridge Bundy '66 Work 
and Leaming Fellowship and the 
Talanian Family Work and Learning 
Fellowship. 

Students this year participated 
in work from many potential career 
paths, such as Elizabeth Burrill '16 
who interned at the Massachusetts 

Department of Children and Fam· 
ilies, or Alessandra Mistri '18 who 
worked as a teacher's assistant at 
the Riverdale Country School in the 
Bronx, N.Y. 

Opportunities for students from 
all majors were abundant this 
break, as seen by the students who 
chose to participate in internships 
that provided experience in fields 
from art to science. Roger Free
man '19 and Emma-Kate Metsker 
'17 both pursued their interests 
as art majors, with Freeman work
ing in the SoHo Photo Gallery and 
Metsker taking on a position at 
the Andra Birkerts Design. Claire 
Crawbuck '16 and Rebecca Olivieri 
'18 both chose to pursue science 
outside of the classroom through 
internships at the San Juan Island 
National Historical Park in Wash
ington and Norton Physical Thera
py, respectively. 

Although students may have 
taken part in many different fields 
through their internships, those 
who participated in the wintern
ship program agree that they 
gained a unique hands-on perspec
tive. Winternships allow students 
each year to learn more about their 
potential career paths outside the 
classroom. 

Don't Panic: My mom forgot that I'm gay 
AUDREY DUBOIS '17 AND 
EMILY BERGMANN '16 
WEB EDITOR AND 
COPY EDITOR 

Dear Audrey and Emily, 
My mom forgot that I'm gay. 

How do I remind her? 
-- Quiet Oueer 

Audrey: 
Write a musical, in which you are 

the producer, the director and the 
star. Charm your way into the di
rector's chair with your charisma 
and quick wit. Don't stop until you 
are at the biggest stage in Amer
ica: Broadway. On opening night, 
invite your mother to see your de-

but. The show-stopping number 
will remind her with no problem. 

Emily: 
I'm pretty sure what Audrey just 

described is the last scene of Billy 
Elliot, but feel free to go that route 
if you've got the chops. If you're 
no Lin-Manuel Miranda, I'd sug
gest taking her to lunch and gen
tly reminding her. Do this in public, 
so she can't cause a scene in case 
she panics. If your mother is any
thing like mine, the eyes of others 
boring holes into her psyche will 
render her quite prim. If this isn't 
an option fo, ·you, write her a let
ter and send it. The USPS is still a 
thing, right? 
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Boston Calling summer lineup features rarity and diversity 
JORDANA JOY '17 
ARTS AND CULTURE EDITOR 

Boston Calling recently 
released its official May 
2016 lineup and schedule 

for the second show of the year 
on February 18. The festival will 
be featuring 23 artists, including 
Sia, Robyn, Disclosure, Janelle 
Monae, Sufjan Stevens and Haim 
from May 27 to 29 in Boston's 
City Hall Plaza. 

Although the three-day 
schedule was not released until 
recently, the featured artists 
Were released in early January 

Kanye West caught 
on torrenting site 
The Pirate Bay 

JORDANA JOY '17 
ARTS AND CULTURE EDITOR 

Kanye West posted photos 
on lnstagram and Twitter 
of a Youtube browser 

playing Sufjan Stevens song 
"Death with Dignity" from his 
latest album with the caption 
"Day 3." However, in taking 
the photo, several tabs were 
open on his desktop, including 
one on the music torrent web
site The Pirate Bay. Other tabs 
included a ripper and media 
downloader necessary for ille
gally downloading music and 
full albums from the internet. 

Another one of West's tabs 
contained another illegal 
torrent link for a synthesizer 
software called Serum. These 
softwares allow artists to re
rnix and create music electron
ically. The initial retail cost for 

the software is $200. 
Coincidently enough, West's 

most recent album The Life 
of Pablo has been torrented 
nearly 500,000 times since its 
released, as well as an entire 
folder of unreleased music. 
Only a few weeks ago, West 
reportedly spoke of suing . 
Pirate Bay due to the massive 
numbers of illegal downloads. 
The Life of Pablo was exclu
sively released on Tidal, an 
online streaming site which he 
reportedly co-owns. 

This has sparked debate 
amongst his fans of whether 
he was illegally pirating Sufjan 
Steven's album and possi-
bly remixing Stevens' music 
without permission, or doing 
research for his legal allega
tions against Pirate Bay. Either 
way, West has found himself in 
an unlucky predicament. 

Tweet of the week 
KANVEWEST 

# I'm bored ### when you get married will your 
wife have a giant minnie mouse head? # This 
brightened up my day ... thank you dead-mow
five 

• 

of this year, and tickets were 
first sold on January 15. Buying 
tickets ahead of time result-
ed in a Day One discount. All 
other tickets purchased after 
24 hours were sold at the orig
inal target price, averaging 60 
to 90 dollars for a single day 
ticket. 

This summer's lineup fea
tures some rare performances, 
such as Sia and Sufjan Stevens, 
as well as rising stars like Elle 
King. Many artists like Disclo
sure, City and Colour and The 
Front Bottoms have released 
new albums within the last 
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year, providing a variety of 
highly anticipated performanc
es. 

Boston Calling has also been 
expanding outreach to its fans 
in anticipation of the festival 
in the summer. Free tickets 
and potential opportunities 
for people to sing with their 
favorite performers are given 
to various partakers for the 
upcoming event. This effort 
is expanded by their large 
presence on social media, such 
as lnstagram, Snapchat, Face
book and Twitter. 

Leonardo DiCaprio finally lands Oscar 
win during 88th ceremony 

eonardo D1Capr10 accepts fiis Oscar. Credit: oscars.go.com 

EMILY BLAY '19 
WIRE STAFF 

T
he Oscars is easily the most 
glamorous night in Holly
wood. The most successful 

people of the year in the film in
dustry come together under the 
Dolby Theatre roof to celebrate 
the achievements of both famil
iar and foreign names. 

This year, controversy sur
rounded the 88th ceremony. 
When Oscar nominations were 
announced in January, the Hol
lywood community immediate
ly spoke out on the fact that 
no African-American nominees 
were to be found amongst the 
famous names. Celebrities like 
Jada Pinkett and Will Smith 
spearheaded a boycott of the 
2016 show to raise awareness 
about racial issues in the film 
industry. 

Despite the lack of Afri
can-American nominees, Chris 
Rock hosted the night in a 
highly anticipated appearance. 
From the beginning, Rock 
poked fun at the controversy 
surrounding the show. "I'm at 

the Academy Awards, oth
erwise known as the White 
People's Choice Awards," said 
Rock. 

The issue of race is certainly 
at a pinnacle within the United 
States, and Rock's jokes did 
not aim to lessen the impor
tance of discussing such issues. 
"You realize if they nominated 
hosts, I wouldn't even get this 
job! You'd all be watching Neil 
Patrick Harris right now!" he 
said. Rock merely tried to light
en the mood for the audience. 

This year, the nominations 
for Best Picture included 
The Big Short, Bridge of 
Spies, Brooklyn, Mad Max: 
Fury Road, The Martian, The 
Revenant, Room and Spot
light. Throughout the evening, 
various presenters introduced 
highlights of each film. The 
Revenant, which was highly 
suspected to be taking home 
the Oscar, won and also 
earned director Alejandro G. 
lnarritu his second consecutive 
win following his win for Bird
man last year. 

Other highlights of the eve
nina included music aooear-

ances by Sam Smith, who sang 
"Writing's on the Wall" (Spec
tre); Lady Gaga, who delivered 
a meaningful performance of 
her song "Tit It Happens to 
You" on the topic of sexual vi
olence (The Hunting Ground); 
and The Weeknd, who sang 
"Earned It" (Fifty Shades of 
Grey). 

Winners for best leading 
and supporting roles included 
Mark Rylance for Bridge of 
Spies, Brie Larson for Room 
and newcomer Alicia Vikander 
for The Danish Girl. 

The least surprising yet most 
exciting moment of the night 
occurred when Leonardo Di
Caprio won the Oscar for Best 
Actor in a Leading Role for his 
work in The Revenant. After 25 
years in the business, DiCaprio 
finally received the award that 
solidifies any actor's success. 

As always, the night honored 
the most talented men and 
women in the film industry, 
and merely being nominated is 
seen as an honor. For those in
terested, a full list of nominees 
and winners can be found on 
the official Oscar website. 
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Cipriano '16 earns spot 
on Boston Breakers 
KEVIN A. GIL '16 
SPORTS EDITOR 

Senior Julia Cipriano '16 of 
Wheaton women's soccer 
has earned a spot on the re

serve team of the Boston Break
ers who compete in the National 
Women's Soccer League (NWSL). 

"It will be an amazing experi
ence and I'm really excited to be 
a part of such a great organiza
tion," said Cipriano. "I am very 
eager to be playing alongside 
so many talented players on the 
reserve team and pro team. I'm 
looking forward to playing in a 
more professional environment 
and competitive environment 
that will really challenge me and 
help me grow as a player. " 

Cipriano will be playing with 
some of the top women profes
sional soccer players in the re
gion, as she will be training with 

both the reserve team and first 
team members. 

Cipriano became the 17th 
player in 19 seasons for wom
en's soccer to earn an All-Amer
ican honor this past 2014 season 
where the Lyons finished with a 
14-6-2 overall record. She also 
had an All-New England First
Team selection with her NEW
MAC All-Conference First-Team 
distinction. Cipriano won the 
NEWMAC Player of the Year 
award in 2014. She finished her 
Wheaton career tenth all -time 
both in goals scored and points 
tallied. Cipriano is ranked sec
ond all-time in games played and 
eighth all-time in assists. 

"I'm definitely looking forward 
to the level of competition and 
playing alongside the pros," said 
Cipriano. "I'm excited to see how 
much my game will develop over 
the summer." 

Wheaton track and field 
~compete at ECAC Division 
Ill championships 

The track and field team. Credit: Jason Choi '17 

KEVIN A. GI '16 
SPORTS EDITOR 

W heaton men's and wom
en's track & field were 

.... represented this past 
Saturday at the ECAC Division Ill 
Indoor Track & Field Champion
ships at Ocean Breeze Athletics 
Complex in Staten Island, New 
York. Alexei Spinu '16 represent
ed the men's side in the 800m 
run while the women's team had 
competitors in multiple events. 

Spinu qualified for the 800m 
with his performance at the All 
New England Championships 
hosted by Boston University 
where he posted a personal best 
time of 1:55.41. At the ECAC 
Championships he registered a 
1:57.76 in the 800m. 

The women's team clocked 
in some impressive scores as 
well. Junior Emily Gustavson '17 
placed fifth in the 400m dash 
with a time of 57.97. In the S00m 
dash first-year Isabel Anderson 

'19 posted a 1:21.08. Sopho
more Elizabeth Akindolie '18 also 
competed in the event clocking 
in 1:22.32. Sophomore Abby 
Epplett '18 posted a personal 
best time of 2:17.03 in the 800m 
run. First-year Emily Hammond 
'19 registered a 2:24.10. Senior 
Georgia Crane '16 finished in 
fourth place in the one-mile race 
as she posted a season best time 
of 5:06.78. Classmate Jordan Sil
va '16 docked in a 5:19.25 in the 
mile race. 

In the field events sophomore 
Meghan Cochrane '18 finished in 
sixth place with a personal best 
1.59m while classmate Caren 
McCarthy '18 finished next with 
a 1.54m. Senior Breanna Joachim 
'16 earned an eighth place spot 
in the weight throw competi
tion when she finished a 15.06m 
throw. 

The NCAA Division Ill Cham
pionships ...;fll be hosted by Grin
nell College on March 11 and 12. 

Brooke Sabol '16. Credit: Wheaton Athletics 

Wheaton women's lacrosse 
begins its 2016 season 
KEVIN A. GIL '16 AND 
PATRICK O'ROURKE '18 
SPORTS EDITOR AND 
WIRE STAFF 

A fter coming up short in 
the 2014 New England 
Women's and Men's Ath

letic Conference (NEWMAC) 
Tournament Semifinal against 
Springfield fast May, the Lyons 
are hungry for another bid at a 
conference title. The team has 
started off their season with a 2-1 
record with wins against Gordon 
and Endicott. This veteran squad 
with returning seniors Brooke 
Sabol '16, Ava Myette '16, Mad
ison Cohen '16, Mia Cambi '16, 
Allie Bush '16, Jenna Tewksbury 
'16, and Katherine Kowal '16 lead 
a Lyons team that added five new 
first-years to help bolster their 
team. 

Returning :;ophomore Katie 
Peters '18 is looking to build on 
her impressive first-year cam
paign of 22 points on 22 goals . 
Bush is also looking to pick up 
her momentum from fast season 
from her impressive 66 point sea
son. The NEWMAC conference 
predicted Wheaton to finish 
third this year, but the Lyons have 

made no indication they plan to 
settle for bronze. 

They began the year at Gor
don on February 27th with a 
dominating 18-5 win. Cohen and 
Sabol each had a hat trick on 
the day while sophomores Molly 
Witten '18 and Galicia Rothe '18 
looked very strong in net to hold 
Gordon to six goals on 15 shots. 

"We really wanted to start 
the year off on the right foot, 
so there was no doubt everyone 
was ready," said senior captain 
Cambi. "I wouldn't have wanted 
to start my last year as a Lyon 
with a better win." 

The Lyons improved to 2-0 on 
Saturday, March 5th with a solid 
13-7 team win against Endicott. 
Witten earned her second win of 
the season with four saves on 11 
shots. Peters began where she 
left off fast season with a hat 
trick, and junior Angela Mallis '17 
lead the Lyons with two helpers 
on the day. 

"We knew Endicott was going 
to come out strong after they 
dropped their first game of the 
season," said Cohen. "I thought 
collectively, we showed what we 
can really do this year. Us seniors 
want to do something special 

this year to get the program to 
where it belongs, the top of the 
NEWMAC." 

The Lyons were back in action 
the very next day against the 
number two nationally ranked 
Trinity in their home opener at 
Nordin Field by a 15-5 score. 
Peters and Mallis scored a goal 
a piece in the first half. Mal· 
lis would score another in the 
second half. Cohen scored two 
goals in the second half. Tewks· 
bury concluded the game with 
three assists. Witten made six 
saves in the game. 

"In the second game of the 
weekend against Trinity we came 
out of each half really strong and 
were fighting hard for the 50-50 
balls," said Cohen. "It was an 
awesome experience compet· 
ing against such a good team. 
We held our own but we have so 
much more to learn." 

Wheaton's next four games 
are all on the road with the most 
recent against Wesleyan (Conn.) 
on Wednesday. Their next home 
game will be against Roger Wil
liams on March 23rd. The teams 
first conference game will be 
played against Smith on the 
March 30. 


