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Senior art majors' work on display in annual show 
EMILY BLAY '19 
WIRE STAFF 

Currently on display in the 
Beard Gallery is Muse of 
Form: 2016 Studio Art 

Major's Exhibition. With the year 
coming to an end and studio art 

majors ending their careers here 
at Wheaton, the gallery provides 
a perfect chance for all of their 
hard work to be displayed. Open 
daily during the week, be sure 
to stop by and appreciate some 
of the diverse artistic talent 
that our school is lucky enough 

to have. On that note, here are 
some exciting reasons to visit the 
gallery: 

1) The topics are relatable. 
In her digital photography 

piece You Are What You Eat, 
Kathryn Muehlberger explores 
her personal relationship with 

food and her journey into clean 
eating. In today's society, this 
is an issue that many people 
face on a day-to-day basis. To 
see it represented artistically 
gives viewers a new perspec
tive on the universal problem. 

2) The pieces transport view-

ers to another place. 
Upon walking into the center 

room of the gallery, viewers 
come face to face with a 

Cont. on page 7 

Dean Vareene Parnell will leave after a decade here 
KUNZANG TSHERING '17 
NEWS EDITOR 

/ I s religion dead at Whea
ton?' asked the headline of 
the Wire on November 9, 

2005 on the day that Vereene 
Parnell, associate dean of Ser
vice, Spirituality and Social Re
sponsibility (SSSR) office signed 
to Wheaton. Recently, Dean of 
Students Kate Kenny wrote in a 
campus wide email that Parnell 
would be leaving Wheaton at 

the end of June. 
After 10 years, Parnell or 

'Dean V' says that her time here 
has shown that religion and 
spirituality are very much alive at 
Wheaton.Before joining Whea
ton, Parnell had a varied career 
path that included a legislative 
assistant, instructor at the Uni
versity of Denver, environmental 
educator and cook at the Hud
son River Sloop Clearwater, and 
professional trainer at Jersey 
Battered Women's Service. 

"[I have] spent my whole life 
blending academics and social 
justice or direct service and 
spirituality. It's fun to be able 
to create something where I 
don't have to leave my passions 
at home," Parnell said. Parnell 
joined the SSSR office just as it 
was created and helped culti
vate religious celebrations and 
community outreach programs 
in Norton and nearby areas . 

"She has led many students in 
fulfill ing their passions for con-

necting with each other through 
spiritual exploration, connec
tions with the community and 
development of opportunities 
to make a difference in the lives 
of others," Kenny wrote about 
Parnell in her email. 

One of the most well-known 
of these celebrations is Holi or 
the Hindu festival of color. This 
tradition started in May 2006 
when a student returning after 
studying abroad in India con
vinced Parnell to celebrate it at 

Wheaton. The first Holi cele
bration drew about 20 people 
but it now an annual event that 
draws around 250-300 people. 
Similarly, on the Mexican Day of 
the Dead- students adapted the 
tradition and cleaned graves of 
veterans in nearby cemeteries . 

The SSSR office in affi liation 
with Christian fellowship and 
student groups also started the 

Cont. on page 4 

Inside this issue: The pros and cons of patriotism (page 3), the Wheaton parody play "A GATRA Named Desire" fi lls 
The Lyon's Den to capacity (page 7) and Wheaton sports at N EWMAC (page 8). 
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G OWL HOURS 

Wheaton College Public Safety log 
ALCOHOL/DRUGS Any Drug Violation, Apr 22, 2016-Friday at 21:10 
Location: GEBBIE HALL 
Summary: 

HAZARD Safety Hazard, Apr 22, 2016-Friday at 21:34 
Location: DOLLS HOUSE 
Summary: Professor removed laptop power cord from the laptop and left it plugged in to the electri
cal outlet in her office. 

LARCENY-THEFT From Buildings, Apr 23, 2016-Saturday at 15:10 
Location: BALFOUR HOOD CENTER 
Summary: RP reports jacket, keys & ID stolen. 

LOG ON Beginning of Shift, Apr 23, 2016-Saturday at 21:58 
Location: PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICE 
Summary: Sgt. Oliver notified 

HAZARD Safety Hazard, Apr 26, 2016-Tuesday at 20:52 
Location: East Main Street 
Summary: RP called to report the new crosswalk lights at East Main not working. Individuals crossing 
and cannot see them with the lights not being on. 

TRAFFIC Motor Vehicle Accident, Apr 27,2016- Wednesday at 12:49 
Location: PARKING LOT 4 
Summary: Student into the office looking to fill out an accident report. Both backing up in Lot 4 and 
made contact with each other. 

ALCOHOL/DRUGS Any Drug Violation, Apr 27, 2016-Wednesday at 18:22 
Location: MEADOWS HALL WEST 
Summary: Smell of marijuana on Meadows West 3rd floor. 

FIRE SAFETY Fire/Smoke Condition, Apr 28, 2016-Thursday at 00:13 
Location: MARS/MENEELY 
Summary: CALLER STATES CIGARETTE BOX BY MAIN DOOR IS SMOKING.105(SOUZA) AND 
106(BARBOSA) RESP. 105 ABLE TO POUR WATER ON BOX AND EXTINGUISH SMOKE. 

MEDICAL Medical Incident, Apr 28,2016-Thursday at 13:16 
Location: WALLACE LIBRARY 
Summary: Staff member reports that a staff member has fallen down the Wallace Library steps. No 
medical assistance given. 

HAZARD Safety Hazard, Apr 28, 2016-Thursday at 19:31 
Location: HAAS ATHLETIC FACILITY 
Summary: A hammer thrower got stuck in the curtain divider at the field house. 

From the editor 

The year's last issue! I'd like 
to thank the Wire's staff. 
Making a newspaper every 

week is a tough job (and some
times a tough sell as an extra
curricular), and I've seen every 
staff member go above and be
yond to make sure we can fill the 
space this year. 
. ~st week was punctuated by 

vIsIts from former politicians; 
Christine Todd Whitman talked 
candidly about the her views on 
the environment in politics to a 
crowd in Hindle that was filled 
more with people from the sur
rounding area than students. 

She was relaxed and con
versational, although she took 
some heat for her conviction 
that fracking is okay under the 
right circumstances. 

The other speaker was for
mer Senate Majority Leader 
George Mitchell, who gave a 
more old-fashioned speech that 
touched on American foreign 
and domestic policy. 

He argued against the notion 
that the United States is a de
clining power, but noted difficul-

ties with income inequality and 
immigration in America. 

On a specific and fascinating 
point, they differed. 

Whitman thinks that the baby 
boomers are the first generation 
that won't be able to say it left 
a better world for its children. 
By contrast, Mitchell thinks that 
by many standards we were the 
luckiest babies ever born. 

Again, it's the last issue, and 
the last letter, and probably not 

1 

the last sleepless Sunday night. 
But that's life on the Wire. When 
I wrote for the paper as a fresh· 
man, I used to sit on the fourth 
floor of Clark Hall at ungodly 
hours, finishing some story I 
should have completed earlier. 
Three years later, the sentiment 
is the same, though the job is 
a bit more complicated. I think 
there's a lot to be gained frorn 
all those sleepless nights. But 
that's for next year's staff to fig· 
ure out. 

94 years down. Who knows 
how many to go! 
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WHEATON COLLEGE HO OR CODE 
As members of the Wheaton community, we commit ourselves to act 
honestly, responsibly, and above all, with honor and integrity in all areas 
of campus life. We are accountable for all that we say and write. We are 
responsible for the academic integrity of our work. We pledge that we 
will not misrepresent our work nor give or receive unauthorized aid. We 
commit ourselves to behave in a manner which demonstrates concern for 
the personal dignity, rights and freedoms of all members of the commu
nity. We are respectful of college property and the property of others. 
We will not tolerate a lack of respect for these values. 

I accept responsibility to maintain the Honor Code at a// times. 

Have a correction or let~er to the editor? Send an email to kilduff_adam@wheatoncollege. 
edu, or come visit us! We meet in the 1960 Room in Balfour on Tuesdays at 7 p.m. 
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Does patriotism create bias?: The pros and cons of 
being a patriot 

Does patriotism create unhealthy bias? Credit: Google 

THOMAS FENU '19 
WIRE STAFF 

Arecent debate with one 
of my friends ch~llenged 
my own conceptions 

on patriotism. Patriotism, if 
we refer o urselves to a more 
dictionary definition, is "the love 
for one's country." The many 
other online dictionary websites 
that I consulted proposed very 
similar definitions of the word. 
It is quite startling to me that 
I hear about this controversial 
term almost everywhere I go, 
sometimes in very polemic ways , 
whe n t he litera l definition of this 
word suggests peace. 

Personal ly, I have never been 
very patriotic. I have the hon
or of being amongst those of 
which Donald Trump, Marine 
Le Pen and many other nation
alist political figures point to, 
growling: "Boo, t hose dua l-citi
zens." When I am asked to give 
certain elements of my identity, 

I have an urge to say that I am a 
Parisian or a citizen of the world. 
Yet, by fear of being considered 
an utterly conceited snob or a 
very cheesy hippie, I say that I 
am Franco-American. 

It is not by shame that I do 
not wish to say this; I am not in 
denial. However, when I say that 
I belong to a nationality, I feel 
a sour sentiment of obligation 
to love this country because I 
am a member of this "national 
community." It almost seems 
like an oxymoron to think about 
countries as "national commu
nities," even though I hear this 
term more and more. 

At the beginning, I felt 
ashamed of not thinking of 
myself as patriotic. I felt like the 
ugly duckling in a pile of firm 
nation-lovers and I wondered 
what was it about patriotism 
that I did not like. I then came 
to realize, no matter how much 
I was convincing myself that 

patriotism and nationalism are 
different, that these two distinct 
notions do have something in 
common. National preference. 
By this, 1 do not mean that pa
triotism triggers as narrow and 
radical a vision of the world as 
nationalism does. Nonetheless, 
national preference does mean 
that there are feelings for a peo
ple and for a land because one 
is originally from there. I guess 
that concept does not make 
much sense to me. If I ever have 
feelings for a people, they must 
be rooted in a reason, a strug
gle, an experience, something 
that ties me to them enabling 
me to feel connected to them. 

The only moment of patri
otism I ever had actually was 
when I was here at Wheaton on 
November 13, 2015, the night 
my city was mercilessly attacked 
by a group of religious fanatics 
claiming to belong to Daesh. 
That night, I was particularly 
emotional for many reasons, 

some of which regarded my 
concern regarding the safety of 
my family and friends, but also 
because I felt an intangible sen
timent of membership towards 
a community I felt connected to 
because I was living the same 
struggle as them. 

As comforting as this feeling 
was at the moment, it is not 
healthy. The tears that flowed 
down my face when my friend 
received the alert on her phone 
did not pour two years ago 
when the Benyamin Netanya-
hu Israeli Government started 
bombarding the Gaza strip in 
Palestine. They should have 
poured when I learned from Le 
Monde and The New York Times 
that my Palestinian brothers and 
sisters were caught up in this 
wheel of misfortune. Consider
ing France, my birth country, is 
at the origin of many of the con
flicts in this region through the 
quest it undertook after WWI 

in pursuing colonial hegemonic 
supremacy, I should have felt 
this more acutely. 

By falling into this emotional 
and inextricable circle of biased 
feelings, we come to act as if 
certain lives are more important 
than others, and we cannot think 
like this. The lives of my Cam
bodian sisters and brothers are 
as important to me as the lives 
of my French fellow citizens. 
However, through the cultivating 
of this perspective of national 
preference, we are necessarily 
biased in how we react to trag
edies like the ones of the Gaza 
strip, the Kenyan school shoot
ings, the Beirut bombings or the 
Parisian shootings. 

Therefore, it is important to 
consider that Patriotism d ivides 
more people than it actually 
gathers. 
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Dean Vereene ran the Chapel Basement. Credit: Wheaton College 

Dean Vereene to 
leave after 11 years 
Cont. from page 1 

New Orleans trip where stu
dents, faculty and staff visit 
every January to help with re
building efforts. Parnell said that 
these programs and events are 
especially meaningful when stu
dents claim them as their own 
and take the lead in planning. 

Yet, this position also came 
with its fair share of challenges. 
One was changes at the admin
istrative level that resulted in 
shifting priorities. The other was 
financial. "Not because we need 
a big budget but we needed a 
staff. The vision was that staff 
would grow from just one per
son. It quickly grew to 2 and a 
half staff and a vista worker but 
then the global financial crisis 
hit. It was difficult to do things 
well when spread so thin," Par
nell said. 

As she prepares to leave, 
Parnell encouraged students to 
contact Kenny with ideas and 
initiatives concerning the SSSR. 
"Higher education is about 
taking the talents and privileges 
that you were born with and 
lookinq at the world around 

you. We are always stronger and 
smarter together than we are 
as individuals. I hope students 
think about SSSR seriously and 
take every opportunity to talk 
to her [Kenny] . She's very smart, 
committed and a great advo
cate," Parnell said. 

Parnell says that leaving 
Wheaton is a leap of faith. "New 
England has never been the 
right place for a loud Southerner 
like me. I will move someplace 
where the culture is more hom
ey, where l have old friends and 
family," Parnell said. She hopes 
to never stop working and is 
curious what the future has in 
store for her. 

As to the question of religion 
at Wheaton, "Quakers believe 
that there is god in every human 
being. I see students everyday 
here who are clearly listening 
to something bigger than they 
are and are called to engage 
in amazing work and make 
contributions," Parnell said, 
"Its inspiring to me. As long as 
students think about what is 
true and good, then spirituality 
isn't deaa:" 

NEWS 

Relay for Life featured a variety of events, speeches and performances. Credit: Facebook 

Relay for life raises over $15,000 
for cancer research, awareness 
CAITLY REYNOSO '19 
WIRE STAFF 

H 
The Dimple was set up with 
a registration area, paper 
bag lanterns and different 

activities as Wheaton College's 
Colleges Against Cancer (CAC) 
club hosted its 14th Relay for Life 
on April 23. The American Cancer 
Society's Relay for Life event allows 
communities to gather together to 
honor cancer survivors, remem
ber loved ones lost and fight back 
against the disease. 

Rebecca Scnith '17, president of 
CAC said, "Each year, more than 
four million people in over 20 coun
tries take part in this global phe
nomenon and raise much-needed 
funds and awareness to save lives 
from cancer." 

According to the American Cen
ter Society's website, each Relay 

for Event is special and unique 
depending on the community par
ticipating in the event. Wheaton's 
Relay of 2016 raised a gross profit 
of over $15,000 and was attended 
by 233 students, faculty and staff. 

The six-hour event started at 
4:00 p.m. had two guest speakers, 
Chemistry Professor, Hilary Gua
det '09, who discussed her grant 
from the American Cancer Society 
and Nicole Canella '96, who spoke 
about her book "Leaving a Mark." 
There were also student perfor
mances by the Wheatones, Cheer
leaders, S.O.L.E and V.U.J. 

Other activities included in
flatables, a green screen photo 
booth, caricature artists, Zumba, 
Public Safety's fundraiser Jail Bail, 
a social media contest and a Red 
Carpet Relay in Balfour afterwards. 
Relay participants enjoyed a meal 
halfway through the event which 

was made possible by food dona
tions from local restaurants such 
as Peacock Catering, Apna Punjab, 
Alberto's, Mandarin, Fiesta, Papa 
Gines, Mangia and Bangkok Cafe. 

CAC worked very hard to plan 
and fundraise for Relay for Life, as 
they have done since 2003. Mem
bers of the club's executive board 
were Smith, Kaitlyn Solano '16 (Se
nior Advisor), Mehreen Khan '17 
(Vice President) and Emily Reyn
olds '18 (Event Lead), along with a 
committee of seven others. 

CAC asked everyone who at
tended the event to make a small, 
personal donation of $10 as a reg
istration fee, but also as an act of 
philanthropy. Every dollar Whea
ton fundraised will go towards 
life-saving cancer research, edu
cation, patient services and advo
cacy. 
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The new Clark Language Lab in Meneely Hall. Credit: Amaya 11/uri '16 

Newly redesigned Clark Language Lab creates 
comfortable space for learning 
FLYNN DONCASTER '19 
WIRE STAFF 

Mingle with speakers of 
different tongues, test 
the new comfy chairs and 

taste delicious food from different 
places' said an email invitation sent 
~ut to community for the Celebra
tion of Languages event to inau
gurate the redesigned Clark Lan-

guage Lab. 
The space, located in Meneely 

101, was unveiled on Friday, March 
22 and features a new projection 
system, a more open floor plan, 13 
mac desktop computers and com
fortable furniture set up in an oval 
around the new projector screen. 

"We're not using it for any lan
guage classes but events that help 
promote the study of language," 

said Nancy Evans, Associate Pro
fessor of Classics, "We really want 
to encourage community around 
the languages at Wheaton." 

Daniel Becker, Digital Learning 
Liaison said, "Before, the lab had 
more desks, and the computers 
were set up in the middle, making it 
look more like a classroom, less like 
a lounge. The goal was to create 
a space where people can gather 

informally and talk and learn col
laboratively rather than the more 
solitary in-front-of-a-computer 
learning." 

Nefeli Cluster '19, classical civili
zation major, said of the changes: 
"It's a lot easier for students to un
derstand the area; a lot friendlier 
for people to get into it. The new 
facilities will help students to learn 
in ways beyond books." 

The Clark language Lab is open 
to all students before 5:00 p.m. 
and then accessible by tapping a 
Wheaton ID. "The lab's primary 
purpose is to serve as a space for 
anyone learning a foreign language 
at Wheaton," Becker said, "Wheth
er to study, to converse or even to 
watch foreign-language TV." 

Celebrating a decade of Renaissance women 
NATAJA FLOOD '16 
FOR THEW/RE 

It has certainly been a year about 
blackness*. Whether people are 
discussing the dehumanization 

of the black body in America or 
the rise of the Afro-Latino identi
-!Y, it is safe to say that the world 
is paying more attention to people 
of color and the spaces we own. 
On the contrary, this year has also 
been a celebration of the black* 
Women. Campaigns like #black
girlsrocks, #myblackisbeautiful and 
#blackgirlmagic have catapulted 
the celebration of women of color, 
honoring our intelligence, our hair, 
our skin, our art, our politics and an 
abundance of other aspects of our 

identity, people and diaspora that 
sets us apart, and in turn make us 
exceptional. 

Women of color have not been 
hiding. We have been using our 
magic to propel change for so 
many years, especially here at 
Wheaton. Renaissance House for 
women of color is a prime example 
of the ways in which women of col
or have not and are not settling for 
meager forms of acceptance. 

When this house was created in 
2006, these women of color decid
ed that being a small fish in a big 
sea didn't make really them special 
but uncomfortable. With that, they 
created a space that would ensure 
them the comfort and support that 
would be essential to their life and 
success at Wheaton. The creation 

of Renaissance House was not 
about having a space of our own 
but a home where we could be our
selves without quiry; it was about 
building a sisterhood. There was a 
lot of backlash from the Wheaton 
community, as many believed that 
such a house was not necessary 
in the post racial society of 2006, 
but 10 years later, the women of 
Renaissance House still find it to be 
more essential than ever before. 

On Saturday, April 23, Renais
sance celebrated their 10th year 
as a theme house on campus. We 
invited our alumna and indulged 
in conversations about the evo
lution of Reni, women of color in 
the world and sharing a shower 
with 6 plus women. There was a 
moment when I seoarated mvself 

from the conversation and took a 
moment to observe and soak in all 
of the black girl magic. As I stood 
there amazed, I realized that this 
anniversary was not simply about 
celebrating our house but more 
importantly about celebrating the 
home they created, the home we 
sustained, the sisterhood that ex
pands far beyond the bubble. We 
were celebrating our existence and 
persistence in a place that was not 
made for us. We were celebrating 
the kind of women Renaissance 
House fostered, and in turn, the 
work that Renaissance women are 
doing in the world. The experienc
es of women of color (at Wheaton) 
is incredibly multidimensional ---the 
layers of our identities and experi
ence are comolex and oroblematic. 

but having Reni makes our process 
of self-actualization so much easier. 

Every time some ask or says, 
"Can you tell me about Renais
sance House?" we are selling an 
idea and defending a home that 
many may not believe in. People 
don't find our home essential to 
the Wheaton community because 
they don't find us essential to this 
community. But as women of col
or, we continue to deconstruct 
the boxes we've been place in and 
make a home with what remains; 
that is proof of our magic. Essen
tially, Renaissance House is about 
promoting the preservation of the 
black collegiate women and that is 
very much worth celebrating! 

*black(ness) encompasses all of 
oeoole of color 
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Four Wheaton students win Fulbrights 
vantage of the English Teaching 
Assistantships. A double major in 
English and education, Anderson 
will be teaching in Turkey. This is 
not her first experience teaching 
abroad, as she also taught as an En
glish tutor in Italy during a semes
ter abroad. Nataja Flood, a triple 
major in English, education, and Af
rican African American and diaspo
ra studies, will also be taking on a 
teaching role. A Posse Scholar who 
is involved on campus in a number 
of ways, Flood will be teaching in 
Greece. Flood is also no novice to 
teaching abroad, as she participat
ed in the Robert College Teaching 
program in Turkey. 

OLIVIA MILNE '18 
FEATURES EDITOR 

A the year winds down and 
graduating seniors begin 
o make plans for their lives 

after Wheaton, some of those se
niors are planning to use their time 
conducting independent research 
or teaching abroad. 

This year, a total of four Whea
ton students have been awarded 
Fulbright Scholarships, a program 
that provides grants for recent 
graduates to follow their passions 
abroad after graduation, whether 
they want to study independently 
or engage in English Teaching As
sistantships in one of 65 locations 
around the world. This year's Ful
bright Scholars are Kristen Ander
son '16, Nataja Flood '16, Kathryn 
Hegarty '16 and Elizabeth Hodge 
'16. 

Senior Kristen Anderson will 
be one of the students taking ad-

Kathryn Hegarty is a double ma
jor in Hispanic Studies and biology, 
and will be taking advantage of her 
Fulbright Research Grant to study 
on Redang Island in Malaysia. He
garty will be studying the nesting 
preferences of hawksbill sea tur
tles. Sea turtles are of particular in-

Don't Panic: What could 
possibly follow this? 
EMILY BERGMANN '16 AND 
AUDREY DUBOIS '17 
COPY EDITOR AND 
WEB EDITOR 

Dear Audrey and Emily, 
What's next for the column? 

For the two of you? 
-- Nosy 

Emily: 
Dear Nosy, 
Audrey and I have made a 

good writing team this past year. 
In addition to this column we 
also wrote a play together called 
A GATRA Named Desire, which 
you may have heard about. Au
drey and I are certainly not done 
writing together, but the column 
is over in its current iteration. I 
am graduating, and while I could 
ghost-write the column from my 
parents' basement, I think Au
drey is up to the task of dispens
ing advice to the masses herself. 
It may not be good advice, but 
it's still advice. I will miss you 

readers, and until next time, 
don't panic. 

Audrey: 
Choose Your Own Adventure: 
This is not an advice question. 

This is just a factual question. 
I can't answer this. I refuse to 
work under these conditions. I'm 
going back to my trailer, and I ex
pect a strawberry daiquiri to be 
in my hand when I get there. 

Beware, for the time has come 
where I have complete control 
over the advice which shall be 
dispensed in this publication. 
No more shall my counsel be 
nullified by the words of anoth
er; no longer shall my guidance 
be compromised by such trivial
ities as "reason" and "common 
sense" and "not being an arson
ist." Absolute power corrupts 
absolutely. 

Audrey could not be reached 
for comment because she is cry
ing abo~t how much she will miss 
Emily Bergmann. 

terest to Hegarty, as she has stud
ied them before on Cape Cod and 
wants to continue to work towards 
turtle preservation. After complet
ing her Fulbright, Hegarty plans to 
continue to study marine biology. 
Elizabeth Hodge is a triple major 
in English, dance and mathematics 
and plans to complete her teaching 
assistant in Malaysia. Hodge has 
taught abroad before as well, as 
she completed a Davis Internation
al Fellowship directing an English 
education program in Mauritius. 

Fulbright Fellowships are a way 
for Wheaton students to expand 
their perspective beyond the Unit
ed States post-graduation and 
provide students with important 
experiences working abroad. This 
year's Fulbright winners are sure 
to gain practical knowledge from 
their years spent overseas. 

Credit: Wikipedia 

College Democrats examine 
media and the elections 

Credit: Wikipedia 

NICOLE LABRESH '17 
SENIOR WRITER 

Especially today, the media 
plays a prominent role in 
US politics, and never is it 

more prevalent than during an 
election year. In order to bet
ter understand and engage in 
conversation on the relationship 
between the media and politics, 
the Wheaton College Democrats 
have been holding events to fa
cilitate discussion on certain di
mensions of the issue. 

The Wheaton College Dem
ocrats describe their goal on 
The Link as follows: "to support 
and bring awareness to liberal 
political views on the Wheaton 
College campus. We aim to cre
ate thoughtful political discus
sion and active participation in 
the political process among our 
members." The group primarily 
holds events around issues per
taining to the democratic party 
and American politics in general. 

Past events include a screening 
of the movie "Game Change," 
based on the 2008 election and 
a talk titled "Women in Govern
ment" in conjunction with the 
Feminist Association of Wheaton 
given by Massachusetts State 
Representative, Jen Benson. 
They also engage in activism 
outside of the Wheaton sphere, 
including canvassing with Con
gressman Joe Kennedy for State 
Senate candidate Mike Brady 
and for Hillary Clinton last se
mester. 

Their exec board includes 
President Maya Benson '18, Vice 
President Olivia Milne '18, Sec
retary Mary Sasso '18, Treasurer 
Graham Johnson '18 and Mem
ber-at-Large Alex Gim-Fain '17. 
Last semester, they became an 
official chartered chapter of The 
College Democrats of Massa
chusetts, the official youth out
reach wing of the Massachusetts 
Democratic Party that aims to 
get students civically engaged in 

advocating for policies and legis
lation that are beneficial to them. 
Other colleges with chartered 
chapters include Stonehill, Bos
ton University, Amherst College, 
UMASS Boston and others. 

The first event on politics and 
the media was a talk about polit
ical satire with Sarah Hilton '16. 
This occurred April 14, coincid
ing with a prospective students 
overnight. At this event, attend
ees learned about the role that 
satirical TV shows, such as Sat
urday Night Live, and late night 
talk shows and publications, such 
as The Onion, play in politics. 

The most recent event oc
curred on April 21 and was enti
tled "How Does the Role of the 
Media Affect the 2016 Election?" 
This was a talk given by the 
Wheaton College Democrats' 
advisor, political science Profes
sor Bradford Bishop, on how the 
media and its decisions on what 
to cover and how to cover it is af
fecting the current election. 



ARTS AND CULTURE 

Senior art majors' work on 
display in annual Beard Gallery 
web of photographs on the 
wall. Titled The Eyes of Ja
malpur, Karl Rivera presents a 
series of archival inkjet prints 
f~om a two-month trip to the 
c,_ty of Ahmedabad, India. The 
piece instantly takes audiences 
to another place. 

3) The issues discussed 
through these art pieces are 

personal, yet political as well. 
Sidney Beck uses her water

color pieces to address how 
she came to a personal under
standing of the refugee crisis 
in Syria by overcoming the 
presentation of the crisis in the 
media and realizing that com
passion is key. Understanding 
the refugee's loss of home 

comes from understanding 
one's own sense of home. 

Overall, it is quite amazing 
that a small liberal arts school 
like Wheaton has such a nice, 
professional gallery space for 
displaying pieces. Take a brief 
break from studying and head 
over to Watson to check it all 
out. The trip is quite worth it. 

''A GATRA Named Desire'' met 
with resounding success 

The cast of "A GATRA Named Desire" Credit: Audrey Dubois '17 Facebook 

JORDANA JOY '17 
ARTS AND CULTURE EDITOR 

The newfound Wheaton 
parody play, "A GATRA 
Named Desire," debuted 

in the Lyon's Den this past 
Thursday. The reading caused 
the Den to reach maximum ca
pacity and ran for approximate
ly 40 minutes. 

The play was co-written 
by Emily Bergmann '16 and 
Audrey Dubois '17. Bergmann 
took initiative in writing the 
play two years ago when she 
was waiting at Cable Car Cin
ema in Providence with friend 
Alexandra Natale '16. During a 
conversation about play titles, 
Natale mentioned "A GATRA 

Named Desire" in passing. 
Bergmann kept a Google 

Doc of the play and began 
writing it last year, soon real 
izing how massive the project 
was and asked Dubois to co
write the play with her. They 
finished the play two weeks 
before the reading. Bergmann 
described "A GATRA Named 
Desire" as a compilation of 
"what we openly hate and, 
maybe, secretly love" about 
Wheaton. 

"A GATRA Named Desire" 
featured a cast including Joe 
Nelson (Chris Truini '16), a GA
TRA driver (Maggie Darin '19), 
Gross Girlfriend (Kate Gannon 
'16) and Gross Boyfriend (Eb
ony Kennedy '19) respectively 

as well as a gym dude (Asher 
Trout '17). Some stage direc
tions were read by Bergmann 
throughout the reading. 

The play consisted of various 
students getting on and off 
the normal GATRA bus route 
and interacting with each 
other. Average subject discus
sion included going home on 
the weekends to water house
plants, maneuvering the bus 
through a "concrete kingdom" 
accompanied with devil-esque 
tongue flicks and the fact that 
no one attends BAC movie 
nights. 

Video of the performance 
was taken and will be post
ed for the public in the near 
future. 
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Smith plays the ukelele. Credit: pixabay.com 

Christina Smith '19 gives 
insight on music 
CELIA GRAHAM '19 
WIRE STAFF 

W ith strums on a pastel 
purple ukulele named 
Carrie came the voice 

of Christina Smith '19, who sang 
Sara Bareilles' "She Used to Be 
Mine" at the most recent open 
mic night at The Lyon's Den. 
Christina can be found taking 
this stage regularly, having per
formed medleys, songs from 
Hamilton and participating in rap 
battles. 

Christina chose this par
ticular song because it is her 
favorite from the new musical 
Waitress. '"She Used to Be 
Mine' was particularly power
ful to me because I feel really 
close to it," she said. "Being a 
human is just hard sometimes, 
and I feel that this song really 
speaks to that. When I sang it, 
I felt like I was opening up." 

Christina backed her vocals 
with her ukulele, an instrument 
she picked up last summer. 
"The ukulele seemed simpler 
than guitar since it only has 
four strings, so I figured I'd 

give it a try," she said. "My 
brother had one, so I would 
borrow it often, take it up to 
my room and not-so-subtly 
learn simple chords and tunes. 
That led him to convince my 
mom to get me my own ukule
le for my birthday." 

Since then, Christina has 
begun performing at the open 
mic nights. "It's a great way 
to de-stress," she says. "It's a 
really cool environment and 
it's always exciting to see what 
people feel like sharing in the 
moment." 

In addition to performing in 
the Den, Christina can be seen 
performing with Tap Out Loud 
and is also a part of the Film 
Club and the Arts Events Staff. 
She intends to double major 
in Film and New Media Stud
ies and Creative Writing and 
Literature. 

In her next year at Wheaton, 
Christina will continue singing 
and playing her ukulele. "I plan 
on continuing to sing obnox
iously loud in my room (hoping 
my roommate won't mind next 
semester)," she said. 

Weekly Twee 
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Wheaton spring sports battle for NEWMAC 

Cathryn MacGregor '19. Credit: Wheaton Athletics 

'KEVIN A. GIL '16 scoring with two runs in the bot-
SPORTS EDITOR tom of the second and two in the 

I t was a competitive weekend 
for Wheaton Athletics with 
seasons dwindling down to 

the NEWMAC Tournament of 
each respective sport. Baseball 
has advanced to the Champion
ship round of their tournament 
after beating WPI in a best of 
three series. Men's lacrosse se
cured the fourth seed with their 
weekend win against Mass. Mar
itime by a score of 13-11. Softball 
was eliminated from the tourna
ment after losing to Wellesley 
by a close score of 8-6. Wom
en's lacrosse was on the better 
end of the scoreboard against 
Wellesley in their final game of 
the regular season. The win se
cured them the second seed 
heading into the tournament 
this week against Springfield. As 
these games unfolded the wom
en's track and field team placed 
fourth at NEWMACs while the 
men's side placed sixth. Men's 
tennis concluded their NEWMAC 
Tournament against Springfield. 

Baseball entered the series 
against WPI as the third seed 
dnd traveled to Worcester to 
play the Engineers. The Lyons 
started off the series on Sat
urday with a loss in Game One 
by a score of 4-2. Senior Justin 
Silvestro '16 knocked in class
mate Jimmy Smith '16 and junior 
Joshua LaJoie '17 with a two-RBI 
double. WPI then closed out the 

sixth. Wheaton took the win in 
Game Two by a score of 7-4. Se
nior Matt Lavanchy '16 ran in on 
a bunt by junior Zachary Good
win-Boyd '17. WPI equalized in 
the bottom of the inning. Whea
ton responded with three runs 
in the seventh before WPI ran in 
two in the eighth inning and one 
run in the ninth inning. With the 
game tied again Wheaton ran in 
three more to end the game af
ter the 11th inning. Game Three 
was played on the next day and 
Wheaton got the 7-2 victory to 
take the Championship round 
back to Wheaton this upcoming 
weekend. MIT's loss to Babson 
leaves Wheaton with the right 
to host the final best of three 
series to determine the NEW
MAC Champion. Games one and 
two will be played on Saturday 
at 12pm and 3pm. If necessary, 
Game Three will be played at 
1pm on Sunday. 

Softball played three confer
ence opponents this weekend 
needing two wins to advance 
to the next round. The Lyons 
entered the tournament as the 
third seed. Their first game was 
against the sixth seed Spring
field. Four runs were scored for 
Wheaton in the very first inning. 
Emily Bouthillette '17 brought 
in senior Emma Hart '16 and ju
nior Car,oline Fairbanks '17. Soon 
after, Marissa Timoteo '16 ran 
in Bouthillette and senior Kelly 

Welch '16. Bouthillette, Welch, 
and Timoteo would be active 
with hits again throughout the 
game eventually getting Whea
ton the 9-2 victory. Junior Dan
ielle Cimino '17 pitched six in
nings and had five strike outs. 
Game Two was quite for the 
Lyons as they couldn't find a re
sponse for MIT's two runs. They 
had to take Game Three to ad
vance but were unsuccessful in 
doing so after a six run lead in 
the second inning. The Lyons 
lost the game 8-6 which wrapped 
up their tournament glory hopes. 
Their final regular season games 
include a rescheduled double 
header against Tufts on May 
3rd. The games will be crucial to 
their potential bid into the NCAA 
Tournament. 

After a dramatic 13-12 loss 
against MIT midweek, Whea
ton men's lacrosse traveled to 
Mass. Maritime to secure their 
spot into the NEWMAC Tour
nament with a 13-11 win. Whea
ton gave up a five-goal lead on 
senior night and eventually lost 
in overtime of the game against 
MIT. Wheaton responded well to 
the loss with a comeback victory 
of their o, n on Saturday in their 
last regular season game. Se
nior Kyle Rumberger '16 led the 
scoring for Wheaton with a hat 
trick accompanied by an assist. 
Senior goalkeeper Ryan Clair '16 
had nine saves. The team now 
prepares to play the first seed 
Springfield on Wednesday. This 

is just the second time that men's 
lacrosse team has ever compet
ed in the semifinals of the tourna
ment. This is the first time under 
head coach Kyle Hart who is in 
his first season as head coach of 
the program. 

The women's lacrosse team 
finished their regular season with 
an outstanding 6-2 conference 
record. Their last contest was 
against Wellesley College in a 
game that senior Brooke Sabol 
'16 found the net three times. 
Sophomore Molly Witten '18 re
corded six saves on the day. The 
team will begin their NEWMAC 
Tournament play this Saturday 
on the road against Springfield. 

Men's tennis fell 5-0 to Spring
field College as the fifth seed in 
the NEWMAC Tournament. The 
closest the Lyons came to get
ting a point was with the doubles 
team of senior David Gassen '16 
and first-year Jeremiah Ryser '19. 
The program waves goodbye to 
seniors Shreve Archer '16, Jim 
Beaton '16, Will White '16 and 
Gassen after a competitive sea
son. 

With a fourth pluce finish for 
the women's truck & field side at 
NEWMACs many athletes were 
honored with accolades. First
year Cathryn MacGregor '19 

earned Rookie of the Year. Ju· 
nior Emily Gustavson '17 earned 
a first place finish in both the 
400-meter and 200-meter dash 
with a 58.05 and a 24.79 respec· 
tively. Her times earned her First 
Team All-Conference. Senior 
Francesca Flynn '16, with a per· 
sonal best time of 12.11 in the 
100-meter dash joined her in get· 
ting First Team All-Conference. 
Sophomore Raevyn Fontaine 
'18 and junior Kalah Thomas '17 
joined Gustavson and Flynn in 
the 4-by-100-meter relay where 
they earned first place and First 
Team All-Conference honors as 
well. Sophomore Abby Epplett 
'18 and first-year Isabel Ander· 
son '19 joined Thomas and Gus· 
tavson with a second place finish 
in the 4-by-400-meter relay earn· 
ing them Second Team All-Con· 
ference. The men's side finished 
in 6th place. Junior Brendan Sul· 
livan '17 had a personal best timt? 
of 16.49 in the 110-meter hurdles 
that qualified him for the Division 
Ill New England Championships, 
On May 6th and 7th the women's 
and men's track & field teams 
will travel to Springfield College 
for the New England Division Ill 
Championships. 

David Gassen '16 and Jeremiah Ryser '19. 
Credit: Wheaton Athletics 


