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Associate producer of
"Transparent" speaks on
diversity in pop culture
KUNZANG TSHERING '17
MANAGING EDITOR

he SGA speaker fund,
among others, made
it possible for Zackary
Drucker to visit Wheaton and
perform 'The Future is Functioning in This Room' on Oct. 4
in Ellison Lecture. Drucker is a
transgender performance artist
and an associate producer on
the award-winning TV series
"Transparent."
Josh Stenger, an Associate
Professor of Film Studies and
English, was Drucker's youth
group advisor as a graduate
student. He introduced her
many accomplishments and
projects including "Relationship" - a book of photographs
that chronicle Drucker's person-
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Governor Michael Dukakis with the Wheaton College Democrats executive board

Credit: Brent Benson

Former presidential candidate
,. Michael Dukakis brings political
insight to Wheaton
IAN OPALUCH '17 AND
JORDANA JOY '17
SENIOR COPY EDITOR AND
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

ichael Dukakis, a threeterm governor of Massachusetts, visited Wheaton College last Friday to discuss
the upcoming election and the
importance of public service. Dukakis is most known for being the
Democratic nominee for President in 1988, but students saw
a more well-rounded picture of
the po liticia n d uring his speech which largely focused on his hist ory of public service.
Starting as the p resident of
his third grade class, Dukakis
climbed the ranks and became
an activist at Swarthmore Col-
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lege. From there, he entered politics at a local level in Brookline,
Mass. - later achieving success
in the House of Representatives
and as governor. Notably, his
time as governor spanned three
separate decades, and he is the
longest-serving governor in Massachusetts history.
Dukakis was perhaps most
concerned about the coverage
of the upcoming election, and
how it might affect the pe rception of politicia ns a mong younge r vot e rs. "A life of public service
is a very rewarding life," he said.
"But you have t o enjoy helping
ot hers - voters will eventually notice if you're in it for yourself."
Dukakis acted to reassure students that public service is meant
to better the lives of individuals

in a society, and he described
the rhetoric of current Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump as self-centered and
boastful. "I'm concerned that
young people will think that this
is the way that politics and public
service looks," he said.
Dukakis spent some time discussing George H.W. Bush, the
victor of the 1988 preside ntial
e lection that Dukakis lost . Dukakis praised Bush for his work on
an inte rnatio nal scale, particularly comme ndi ng a boost ed United
Nat ions a nd his handling of t he
conclusion of t he Cold War. The
fo rmer governor was, however,•
Cont. on page 4

al relationship with Rhys Ernest
and their experience as an
opposite-oriented transgender
couple.
Drucker started the event by
talking about "Transparent."
The show is a comedy web
series, now in its third season,
and follows a family after they
discover their father is transgender. Drucker said that the
show allowed for conversations
about transgender individuals in popular culture and
increased visibility for trans
people.
On the changing nature of
pop culture Drucker said,

Cont. on page 5

Student body discusses
impact of country's racial
crisis on college campuses
American, & Diaspora Studies
Peony Fhagen, Vice President
of Student Affairs and Dea n of
panel of faculty members Students Kate Kenny, William
and Wheaton staff hosted and Elise Prentice Professor of
the first of several "Com- Biology Bob Morris, and Provost
munity Conversations" on Sept. Renee White.
The goal of the gathering was
27 in Mary Lyon. The panel discussion, "The Role of Colleges to engage with and respond to
in Times of National Racial Cri- racially divisive issues that have
sis", was created as a reaction occurred in the country lat ely.
to some of the racially cha rged "Being he re tonight isn't going
national incide nts cove re d by the to stop this, but it can empower
us to push back and resist," said
media recently.
The pane lists includ ed As- Professor Christ ian.
The panelist s sta rted by definsociat e Provo~t and Associat e
Professor of English and African, ing several terms used frequentAfrica n American & Diaspora ly in
Studies Shawn Christian, Chair
Cont. on page 5
and Associate Professor of Psychology and African, African

OLIVIA MILNE '18
NEWSED/TOR
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Overheard at Wheaton

From the editor

"I had my first kiss at 5-T."

ctober break did little
to disrupt the routine of
the semester. It almost
feels as if I dreamt the whole
weekend, that I hit snooze one
too many times in a sleepy
daze that somehow lasted five
days and here we all are again,
buying coffee after expensive
coffee and going to classes that
we woke up ten minutes before.
As a senior, my semester began with a feeling that the roof
over my head had been lifted.
The seniors before me were now
gone, and there would be no
one else to watch leave except
those who came here with me.
I entered into a semester after
a summer that challenged our
nation with tragedies that struck
all of us on international, racial,
sexuality and gender-based
terms. Much like my first year at
Wheaton, I again felt cautious
and vulnerable, with what felt
like thousands of eyes watching
me at any given time. I did little
to give my confidence justice.
These invisible audiences
that we create either to humble
ourselves or pressure ourselves
to do better, yet often paralyze
us with doubt. Perhaps a little
too indulgent of the thought of
American individualism, we are
all a little guilty of persuading
ourselves that everyone cares
about the influence of our tiny,
self-conscious thoughts on our
own accomplishments. Success

"Stop licking, start knowing."
"Nobody's wearing any clothes, it's great!"
"I saw my professor dancing it up at the Davis House."
"Don't touch me, I'm sexually frustrated."
"Do you know how much I talk about poop?"
"Don't do that, it's not erect."
"I've always known that my bowels had potential."
"There's a reason that I'm dating a previous middle-school champion
speed-walker."
"Can I eat your toothpaste?"
"I'm not a meme."
"I've seen too much nudity today and I'm scarred."
"We had to turn our pump-up music off because someone was filiming a cosplay in the woods."

Wheaton College Public Safety Log
TRAFFIC Motor Vehicle Accident, Oct. 7, 2016 - Friday at 16:27
Location: PRESIDENT'S HOUSE. Summary: Sgt. reported accdient on 123 near President's
house. Vehicle is off to side of road with flashers on. Advised Norton Communications.
ALCOHOUDRUGS Any Alcohol Violation, Oct. 10, 2016 - Monday at 17:03
Location: CRAGIN HALL. Summary: Sgt. Gorham requesting Officer at Cragin Hall. Officer
Keene radio'd to Sgt. Oliver to head to the Everrett Slype courtyard area.
DISTURBING Threatening, Oct. 10, 2016 - Monday at 20:28
Location: CLARK HALL. Summary: AC requesting an Officer to meet up with student due to a
threat placed in an email.
SEX OFFENSE Sexual Assault, Oct. 10, 2016 - Monday at 21:26
Location: MEADOWS HALL NORTH. Summary: Report of sexual assault.
MEDICAL Medical Incident Employee, Oct. 11, 2016 - Tuesday at 17:41
Location: Pump Station. Summary: Officer arm injury when he closed down the green toolbox
at the pumping station.
BURGLARY Forcible Entry, Oct. 12, 2016 - Wednesday at 11:53
Location: PARKING LOT 3. Summary: Lot 3 is now empty and the barricades have been put
back in proper place.
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tends to have very little humility
in this way, and there are better
ways for us to inspire both ourselves and one another. I will let
you know when I figure it out.
In the midst of the hustle
and bustle of the semester, our
accomplishments can often feel
relative rather than objective.
Our own personal successes
can often become caught up in
the overwhelming oppressions
and tragedies that have plagued
this year with a vengeance.
Although intimidating for many
of us, redefining our terms of
success provides an opportunity and responsibility to build
our sense of self-awareness,
urgency and dedication to who
we are and what we study. It is
something that I hope to bring
to my coursework, activism on
campus, social interactions, and,
of course, The Wire.
On another note, I would like
to thank Courtney for the work
that she has done thus far for
The Wire. Her dedication, poise
and articulation further proved
herself as a vital leader to our
staff. I am excited and humbled
to be working in this position,
and am forever thankful for her
hard work that will serve as a
building block for the future sue·
cess of the paper.
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Fox News, a sym
LI YUHENG '19

FOR THEW/RE
espite the fact that FOX
is not the best received
media on the Wheaton
campus, I've always had a fair
amount of respect towards them
for their ability to humor me with
their bigoted opinions and for
serving as a constant reminder
of the presence of ignorance in
this country. As FOX targeted
one subject after another with
premature prejudice, blissfully
unaware of what makes a positive impact, I find myself wondering if the group I racially identify
with, the Asian minority, would
one day become its unfortunate
target as well.
On Oct. 3, during the Back of
the Book segment hosted by the
beloved Bill O'Reilly, FOX news
worker Jesse Watters traveled
to Chinatown in Manhattan, New
York for his segment Watters'
World. Over the course of the
show, the reporter interviewed
people of East Asian heritage
on the streets in an unbelievably offensive fashion. He begins
with poking fun at Chinese and
other Asian practices, alienating
and belittling the culture and
the meaning of these traditions.
He then asked people who they
would vote for in the upcoming election. To those who expressed distaste for candidate
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Donald Trump, Mr. Watters proceeded to taunt, challenge and
humiliate them with suggestive
and idiotic questions. In addition
to this, the news company decorated the whole show with awkward video edits that I could only
interpret as FOX's attempt at humor, which of course is unnecessary and relatively disappointing
since they are usually funniest
when serious.
I didn't feel offended by the
interviews, as my culture's teachings still have a small impact on
me. "Do not waste your energy
on flies and maggots, they are
not worthy to be emotional over"
was what my mother, a worker
in the news and media industry,
once told me. When an interviewee answered the question,
"Is China America's friend or enemy?" with "Of course they are
friends, Mr. Watters furthered
the exchange with the question,
#Can you guys take care of North
Korea for us?"
It's not hard to notice here
that Mr. Watters not only assumes a person is always supportive of their country, as well
as a diplomatic dispute that potentially involves nuclear weapons and more than one-fifth of
the earth's population, but also
takes this as a mere joke which
could be used to harass people,
somewhat blaming them for being the cause of the issue. ComH
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Gigi Ha i an Mi an
attacker: Why we need to
stop excusing harassment

ing from a place where freedom
of expression is limited, I find it
ironic that even I could recognize
poor amateur-like level of journalism, in the United States of all
OLIVIA MILNE '18
places.
Bullying random people on NEWS EDITOR
the street is not what the mefew weeks ago during
dia should be doing, nor should
Milan fashion week, suit be attempting to create a dipermodel Gigi Hadid was
vide amongst a nation's citizens,
especially before the upcoming attacked by Ukrainian media perpresidential election. Not only sonality Vitalii Sediuk while leavare those indicative signs of poor ing the Max Mara fashion show.
journalism, but also of an under- Sediuk snuck up behind Hadid,
lying ideology that poses a threat lifting her off the ground for sevto democracy. Even though it is eral seconds before she elbowed
most obvious that FOX news is him in the face, forcing him to
the "maggot# of media, and that put her down.
People had varying reactions
their survival is almost a miracle
to me, but perhaps the company to the incident that ranged from
is only a symptom of a far greater those critical of Hadid to those
who supported her. For instance,
evil.
I am not only calling for my the Daily Mail chose the headline
fellow Asians in America to be "Gigi Hadid LASHES out at man
active and aware, to leave the who tries to pick her up". Othgrudges of our East Asian gov- ers chose to depict Sediuk as a
ernments forced on us at the "fan," somehow implying that
other side of the globe, to learn Hadid was another spoiled cefrom our Black and Latino breth- lebrity who was wrong to defend
ren who fought before us in the herself from this man. Showbiz.
war against racism. I am calling com blared the headline "NOT
for all who care for this coun- MODEL BEHAVIOR". Only some
try, regardless of where you media outlets praised Hadid for
are from, to be responsible and defending herself.
Sediuk has a history of violent
alert. It is the fundamental duty
that lies within all members of a "pranks" directed at American
celebrities. At the 2014 Cannes
democratic society.
Film Festival, he tried to crawl
up America Ferrera's dress,
grabbing onto her leg until a security team removed him. More
recently, he barged past Kim Kardashian's security and attempted to kiss her butt while she
was walking about in Paris, as a
supposed protest against her receiving "fake butt implants#. This
incident happened only a few
gardless of the reason why this weeks after the Hadid attack
is occurring, it is crucial and nec- however Hadid received a much
essary for the student body to more vitriolic response for her
keep participating in campus ac- actions from the media. Sediuk
tivities in order to cultivate a safe has also assaulted, or "pranked#
and knowledgeable campus for
everyone. The students and staff
who work in club activities and
events work incredibly hard, in
addition to their college work, to
provide an inclusive experience
for all students, faculty, and staff.
I personally encourage everyone to be active on campus: check out clubs you think
you may have an interest in,
check out clubs you don't think
you hav,:, any interest in, go to
events, experience something
new! Without student organizations on campus, there wouldn't
be much going on at all, and we
need your participation and your
presence to keep going.
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And when we needed them most they
vanished: A look into campus apathy
ASHLEY TSEGAI '19

FOR THEW/RE

here's a quiet blanket falling on Wheaton College; a
numbness that dulls even
the most extroverted person and
lulls activism into a blissful slumber. This is called apathy. Spreading across campus is a seeming
disinterest by Wheaton students
to get involved in clubs and attend events.
From the Distinguished Women of Color Collective to the
Black Student Association, most
clubs only expect upwards of 10
to 15 people - the same 10 to 15
people who care. On a campus
of more than 1,500 students,
this is a problem. As society is
increasingly becoming more participatory in social justice issues,
ranging from the Black Lives
Matter movement to the Dako-

T

I

[

ta Pipeline protests, Wheaton
has paradoxically become less
involved.
However, this distancing is
not only noticeable through the
increasing lack of participation
in social justice and culture oriented clubs, but is also found
in the same lack of participation
in events hosted all across campus. The same 100 people are
the ones taking care of most of
the student activities on campus, and these same people are
the ones attending most events,
meaning that there is a big population of the Wheaton students
that don't show up to anything.
What is causing this divide between students and events? Perhaps is it because of the sensationalization of politics and social
justice work in mass media? Or
perhaps is it due to a decline of
interest in clubs and events? Re-
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as he refers to it, several male
celebrities such as Leonardo DiCaprio, Bradley Cooper, and Will
Smith.
What is most disturbing about
Sediuk's attacks is that most of
them have been launched on females, and most of them have
been described as "pranks.#
When women's bodies are violated in public spaces, it is
merely a harmless joke. When
those same women try to defend
themselves, such as Hadid, they
are seen as overreacting and are
acting obscenely. But pranks are
intended to be harmless, and Sediuk's attacks ultimately are not
harmless at all. They are sexual in
nature and deeply disturbing for
those who they are perpetrated
against.
His attacks, and the media's
reaction to them, imply that female celebrities are not entitled
to their own bodily autonomy.
By simply being present and out
in public spaces, men like Sediuk have a right to grab women,
kiss them, and lift them into the
air without their consent. In fact,
these attacks imply that Hadid
should even be grateful that a
"fan" or "prankster# gave her
this unwanted attention.
That Gigi Hadid even had to
defend herself to the media for
protecting herself against an
attacker is absurd, perpetuates
this notion that unwanted sexual attention is flattering and
desirable for women, and that
we should be grateful that men
harass us in public. We need to
stop depicting men who harass
women on the street as playful
admirers who have some sort of
right to violate female bodies.

Sediuk grabs Hadid as onlookers record and take pictues.

Credit: youtube.com
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Dining hall services
employee passes away
JORDANA JOY '17
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

aulina (Alves) Faria, a parttime dining hall services
employee at Wheaton,
passed away on Friday Oct. 7
at Morton Hospital in Taunton.
Cause of death has not been
publically released. She was 67.
Faria was born in Faial, Azores,
a small island off the coast of
Portugal, and was the daughter
of the late Tomas Silveira and
Maria Augusta (Gomes) Alves.
She was the wife of the late
Jose A. Faria and is survived
by her three children and six
grandchildren.
Prior to working for Wheaton, Faria was employed with
Texas Instruments for 40 years
before her retirement. In her
free time, she collected rocks
from Newport RI for her flower
garden and enjoyed family vacations at Old Orchard Beach.
Time spent with family was
precious to her.
Faria often worked in Chase
Dining Hall and greeted students regularly. Although the
student body was not notified
of Faria's passing, those who
heard of the news expressed
grief.

P

"Paulina was a sweet, wonderful woman," said Alison
Guzzetti '17. "She always had a
smile on her face and I continually saw her laughing with other staff members and students.
Her smile brightened my day
and she will be sorely missed."
Faria was buried last
Wednesday at St. Anthony
Church in Taunton. Online
expressions of sympathy can
be submitted at www.silvafuneralhome.com.

very critical of Bush's domestic
policy, which he said focused
on trickle-down economics that
didn't expand the middle class.
Dukakis was prompted by the
audience to comment on the
current racial tensions in the
United States. He acknowledged
the unproductive past of his
hometown, with over 50% of
high school students dropped
out and African Americans graduating at a rate of a mere 12%.
However, Dukakis remained
hopeful for future generations.
"I think the younger generation
is far more prepared to deal with
[race relations) than we were,"
he said.
Dukakis also gave some historical context on the NSA and
recent concerns about privacy.
He frequently referenced the
"McCarthy-era" in reference
to Joseph McCarthy, a former

Cont. from page 1
the national dialogue about
these issues, as they believe that
words and how we use them is
important. They involved the
audience in creating a common
understanding involving words
such as implicit bias, protest, civil disobedience, racial profiling,
community policing and others.
The discussion then moved
toward a conversation on how
what occurs at Wheaton reflects
the issues presented by wider
society. Students across the
country at colleges have been
protesting issues such as a lack
of student and faculty diversity,

lack of a welcoming campus culture, the need for teaching cultural competency to faculty and
little commitment to graduating
minority students. The panelists discussed how different
institutions have attempted to
respond to these issues, pointing out some of the successes
and failures attempted by other
colleges.
Wheaton has experienced
several challenges related to
racial diversity. One of those
challenges has been the vandalism that occurred last year in the
Meadows dorm and a few years
ago at Jewish Life House. It was
also mentioned that students

experience both implicit bias
on campus, and explicit bias in
the town of Norton. Lastly, the
panelists said that Wheaton has
previously emphasized a colorblind approach to issues of racial
diversity, which can sometimes
exacerbate these issues rather
than help solve them.
The panel then opened up the
discussion to attendees, asking
them what they think diversity
looks like or should look like,
specifically in a Wheaton context. They questioned if diversity in a college context could
simply be based on race, or if
it should have a broader definition. The panelists mentioned

Political groups on campus prepare for
upcoming election
DEMETRA EDWARDS '17
COPY EDITOR

rganizations and themed
houses on campus are attempting to make voter
registration effortless for all Wheaton students. With the elections
approaching on Nov. 8, Student
Government Association, Roosevelt Institute, SSSR, Wheaton
College Democrats, and Conservatives organized the means for
Wheaton students to fill out voter registration forms and to have
their registration forms sent in for
them directly from campus.
Wheaton students are known
for taking their political responsibility very seriously. Previously,
students only had one politically affiliated club on campus, the
Wheaton College Democrats. This
organization was a great resource
and space for like-minded thinkers to gather and debate, however, during the election, students
need to recognize more than one
side of thinkers. Over the course
of the year and within this past semester alone, students created an
on-campus themed house, House

O

Paulina Faria. Credit: si/vafuneralhome.com

Former presidential candidate
Michael Dukakis brings
political insight to Wheaton
Cont. from page 1

Student body discusses impact of country's
racial crisis on college campuses

senator of Wisconsin, who influenced opinions on privacy during the Cold War. When Dukakis
served in the Army, for instance,
the former governor alleged
a time when personnel were
aware of virtually every activity
during his time at Swarthmore
and, in some cases, the phone
lines had been tapped. Dukakis
emphasized that, in his mind,
privacy has always been an ongoing concern, and it will likely
remain a concern in the future.
The Wheaton College Democrats brought Dukakis to campus, and the club hopes to bring
other important speakers to
campus in the coming months.
Students who are interested
in becoming involved with the
Democrats can attend meetings
every Tuesday at 5:30 p.m., in
the Lyon's Lounge.

of REPS, began efforts toward creating the Wheaton College Conservatives and the Wheaton College Greens/ Socialists, while also
hosting Green Party presidential
candidate, Jill Stein on Sept. 18.
Treasurer of the Wheaton College Democrats, Sam Mahler '19
is optimistic for the growth of the
new political clubs on campus. As
someone who has been very politically involved over the past few
years, from working on senate and
house campaigns in 2014 to helping run a race for a local seat in his
hometown, Mahler encourages
students that voting is important,
although it can sometimes be a
hassle.
Voter registration on campus
makes this process much easier.
"Even for me it can be hard to get
myself to fill out my own ballot and
send it in. It's something that a lot
of students struggle in, especially
if they aren't extremely politically involved. When it's so in your
face, like we're trying to do now,
It's hard to forget about it," said
Mahler.
For those students that shy
away from politics, an easy way to

get involved is by testing the waters. Mahler said, "Attend every
club we have. It doesn't matter
your party, it doesn't matter your
ideology, start talking to different
groups." These groups include the
Roosevelt Institute, which is a policy organization dedicated to writing and reading policy.
Caroline Costa '17 encouraged
students to utilize voter registration at Wheaton, as well as encouraging student involvement in policy writing. Roosevelt publishes a
nationally distributed journals each
year called, "10 Ideas." This publication and the encouragement of
registering to vote allows for more
than one way that students can
voice their opinions. Costa said,
"10 Ideas provides a platform for
where students' voices can be
heard."
Get out the vote efforts will continue at Wheaton every day until
the upcoming election. For students hoping to get involved, voter registration tables will be held in
Balfour until the registration deadline on Oct. 19.

Wheaton political groups urge students to vote on Nov. 8. Credit: sueforbelleisle.com
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La Loba Loca brings
ancestral knowledge
to Wheaton

· producer o f "Transparent"
Associate
speaks on diversity in pop culture
Cont. from page 1
"Pop culture was so bad for so
long. It was sanitized and really
boring. It was catering to the
lowest common denominator
and diluting the message. [We
are now] living in a time that
celebrates diversity and allows
more specific stories to be told.
Entertainment has the power
to change people's perceptions
and judgements."
This was followed by a screening of Drucker and Ernest's
short film "She Gone Rogue"
that premiered at Made in LA
2014 at the Hammer Museum. In
the film, Drucker plays Darling,
who falls down a rabbit hole
and encounters transfeminine
archetypes played by legendary
performers Holly Woodlawn,
Vaginal Davis and Flawless
Sabrina.

The 22-minute film is nonlinear
and has elements of symbolism
and magical realism. It was
created around a bedazzled
walker that Drucker made for
Woodlawn, who was disabled.
"It becomes this symbol for
mortality, aging and what it's
like to be alive," said Drucker.
Drucker also shared pictures
of herself throughout the years
at different stages of investigating her history and identity
formation as a trans woman. She
also screened a short film called
"This is Me - and my Girlfriends"
that discussed the violence and
hostility that members of the
transgender community face.
During the question and answer session, one student asked
how to help support the trans
community without belonging to
it. "Googling how to be an ally
is a good place to start. GLAD

(GLBTQ Legal Advocates and.
Defenders) has a handbook with
instructions on use of pronouns
and medical interventions," said
Drucker, "We're cracking open
this system that's been in place
for so long and is linked to other
systems of oppression. Being
an ally to a trans person is just
being an ally to another human."
"I enjoyed seeing how her
(Drucker's) social, creative
and professional life intersect
at different points - they are
never truly separate. Her life
influences her art and her art
influences her life," said film
student Maggie Mantus '19, "It's
. ..sad to see that "Transparent"
can only function on Amazon
and would look much different
if it was made for a TV network.
We definitely have a long way
to go."

King of Thailand dies at 88
KUNZANG TSHERING '17
MANAGING EDITOR

ailand began its year-long
period of mourning on
Thursday Oct. 13 as its 9th
monarch King Bhumibol Adulyadej
passed away at age 88 after a 70year reign. A majority of the Southeast Asian country's 67 million population has never known another
king, and some considered him a
divine figure. The military government has made clear that 64-yearold Crown Prince Vajiralongkorn
will be the new king but is unsure
when this will happen.
"He was the father of the country," Kulacha Eukanonchai '17 said.
"It's a really great loss for Thailand

King Bhumibol Adulyadej Credit: realclearworld.com

because he is one of the kings that
the Thai people are proud of. Back
home people are really sad because the citizens loved the king
and have his picture in their hous-
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es. I have no comment about the
new king, he said he is not ready
to take the throne yet and needs
more time."

Students make their own herbal tea at the conclusion of the
event. Credit: Justina Ramlakhan '18

NICOLE LABRESH '17 AND
JORDANA JOY '17
COPY EDITOR AND EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

efore we rel ied on the
contents of our medicine
cabinets to cure any ailment, people turned instead to
their gardens. Knowledge of the
healing properties of herbs and
plants was passed down through
the generations. La Loba Loca,
a South American migrant, gardener, writer, doula and crafter,
has made it her life's work to reclaim and disseminate what she
calls "Abuelita Knowledge" in an
era of modern medicine.
La Loba Loca was brought to
Wheaton to host the event on
Sept. 29 "Abuelita/Ancestral
Knowledge as a Tool for Liberation." The workshop served
to ed ucate students on the history of herbal remedies in Latin
American civilizations and the
importance of keeping the wisdom of our ancestors alive, even
with modern advancements in
medicine and technology.
The workshop was organized
by an array of campus groups,
including Distinguished Women
of Color Collective (DWOCC),
Latin Students Association (LSA),
the Marshall Center, the Hispanic Studies Department and the
Feminist Association of Wheaton
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According to La Loba Loca, it
is not only these advances that
have silenced abuelita knowledge over the years, but the oppression of people who relied on
this knowledge to survive. For

her, this oppression is evident in
her example of the indigenous
people of the Andian region,
who survived starvation plagued
by Spanish colonizers by utilizing
the Cocoa plant. The plant provided sustenance in the absence
of proper nutrition. The Spanish
banned all usage of Cocoa after
becoming aware of its effects on
the indigenous people.
Cocoa is now most well known
for being utilized in the production of cocaine.
The inspiration for La Loba
Loca's work came from her research for her senior thesis on
the forced sterilization of Ouechuan women. After finishing her
thesis, she began learning about
he rbal medicine-making from
several abuelitas, tias, plants,
communities, lands and institutions in different regions of Abya
Vala and Turtle Island.
Now, she regularly holds workshops to pass on what she has
learned as a means of fighting
oppression and reclaiming her
ancestry.
At the workshop, students got
to see, smell and taste vario:.is
herbs with medicinal properties,
including lavender, dandelion
and lemon balm. These herbs
could then be blended to make a
tea each student could take with
them.
This rs the first event of its
kind to be held at Wheaton,
bringing a new kind of knowledge and empowerment to
Wheaton students.
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Coffee with... Valerie Tobia '07
Don't Panic: Love is fake
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KATE WILKINSON '17

FEATURES EDITOR

n week three of her
position as the director
of counseling and health
services, Valerie Tobia is happy
to return to her alma mater.
"It's interesting and exciting
to be back on campus because
I've seen the changes. There are
so many new clubs from when I
was a student here, and it's nice
to see so many new staff members and heads of departments
really focussed on students and
how things are going."
She is working to connect the
counseling center with more
of the campus and ensure that
students receive mental and
physical help.
"A lot of our conversations
tend to remain on the counseling aspect, but we don't want to
forget the health aspect. What
I consider my way of practice is
a holistic way of health because for too long, the medical
community has separated our
brains and our hearts and said
mental health is not connected
to physical health. But more and
more research is proving that
that isn't true, and so I think that
it's really important that we take
a holistic look at ourselves and
how we view health."
At Wheaton she was an engaged student, co-starting the
first iteration of SHAG. While

0

Wheaton has changed, the reasons she chose to work here are
similar to the ones that brought
her to Wheaton originally.
"I think that Wheaton is still
that community that values
differences and values hard conversations and values academic
rigour and exploring things in
the world. And I think that that
was one of the reasons that I
came to Wheaton and stay on
campus was because of the
opportunities abroad and the
ability to really expand my mind.
So I think the culture and the
feel of it is still the same and
I think if anything, it has just
strengthened and grown."
She graduated in 2007 with a
major in psychology and a minor
in women's studies and english
with an ethnic studies focus.
"I was lucky because I had
jobs that were stable enough,
and I managed my finances
enough because I worked multiple jobs a few times to be able
to pay things. So although it was
really stressful, I was incredibly
lucky because I wasn't out of
work for years. I think that that
has to give you perspective."
Despite the recession, she
was still able find jobs that furthered her career.
"After I graduated, I had
applied for jobs, but it was right
before the market crashed,
and so things were not going
well...1 moved out on my own

I

AUDREY DUBOIS '17 AND HENRY
GOLD'20

r

WEB EDITOR AND FOR THE WIRE

Valaria Tobia '07
Credit: wheatoncollege.edu

and worked waitressing jobs
and then got a research job at
Brown University."
Between her times at Wheaton, she worked a lot of jobs,
from sex education to managing
a refugee program in Worcester.
"I realized that I really wanted
to be working more directly
with people and fixing problems."
Now that she is expanding
the counseling center's scope,
Tobia appreciates how Wheaton
shaped her outlook on life.
"I think that when at Wheaton
and even before Wheaton I have
had a very eyes-wide-open way
that I look at the world and continuously questioning and learning and being open to different
perspectives and experiences. I
think it's important for clinicians
to be able to open themselves
and listen, and part of our job
is to be able to meet everyone
where they're at."

Dear Audrey and Henry,
I'm dating two people, and have
made a strong connection with
both. They know our relationships
aren't exclusive, yet I feel guilty.
Though it's open, I still feel like
I'm cheating. Am I a slave to monogamy?
-Confused on campus

Dear confused,
Love is just chemicals, and so
is guilt. Emotion is a false name
we give to neural connections.
No matter what you do, you have
been deceived. Wishing you the
best!
-Audrey
Dear confused,
Don't know what to tell you, flip
a coin or just shut up and wait for
one of your lovers to do something stupid enough you can no
longer tolerate them, good luck,
I guess...
-Henry
Dear Audrey and Henry,
My oldest brother went away to
college, I miss him terribly. How
should I get him to call without
nagging? Also should I feel bad
for taking over his room?
-#askingforafriend

Audrey Dubois '17 and Henry
Gold '20 Credit: Courtney Roque
'17

Dear #askingforafriend,
Don't you think you should cut
your brother some slack? He's
a freshmen at college who's still
trying to get the hang of things.
Yes, he already got a girlfriend
and is basically a hero back at the
high school you also go to, but
he does try to call. If you really
want to get his attention I would
suggest writing in to the advice
column he became a writer for.
But, I mean, come on Sarah, you
will always find a way to nag about
something. I don't mind that you
took my room, I do mind that you
left those Highschool of the Dead
books out where my girlfriend
could see them (I was going
through a brief phase!). I'll call you
tonight just to shut you up.
Love, Bobo
Dear Henry's sister,
What Henry said.
-Audrey

Newly formed political groups at Wheaton
SARAH GOULD '17
SENIOR EDITOR

he presidential debates
and upcoming elections
have inspired Wheaton
students to become more
politically active. Up until a few
weeks ago, the only politically-oriented group at Wheaton
was the Wheaton College
Democrats club. Students recognized the need for politically
diverse groups to represent
all political standpoints a nd
took steps to form politically
conservative and politically
progressive clubs.
Now students have the
option of joining the Wheaton College Democrats, the
Wheaton College Conservatives or the Wheaton College
Greens/Socialists. These new
groups hope to work both independently and in collaboration with one another to make
Wheaton a more politically
conscious and socially active
campus.
The Wheaton College
Democrats club was formed
last fall as a way of getting leftwing students together to talk

T

about social and political issues. The president of the club,
Maya Benson '18, thought the
Wheaton Roosevelt Institute
was a great way of getting students to think critically about
social issues. However, she saw
the need for a club with a specific focus on political issues.
Last year, the Wheaton
College Democrats helped
democratic candidates with
their campaigns through
door-knocking and phone-calling sessions. This semester,
Benson looks forward to working in collaboration with the
new political groups on a campus-v.ide voting registration
campaign and other events
leading up to the presidential
election.
The newest political group
at Wheaton, the Wheaton
College Conservatives, was
created by Michael Lethin '17
shortly after Jill Stein came to
campus to speak about Green
party views and the presidential debate. According to
Lethin, Wheaton's Office of
Service, Spirituality, and Social
Responsibility (SSSR) had
sign-up sheets at the event,

encouraging students to come
together and participate in
politically-oriented groups.
Lethin took the lead in
getting politically conservative
students together and drafted
a proposal to turn the Wheaton
College Conservatives into an
official club at Wheaton. The
group is still waiting on approval from the Student Government Association (SGA) and
Student Activities Involvement
and Leadership (SAIL).
If the Wheaton Conservatives gain club approval, they
hope to hold debate watching
parties and have weekly meetings to discuss current events
and right-wing issues. Lethin
recognizes that conservatives
are in the minority at Wheaton
and hopes that this club will
allow politically conservative
students to have their voices
heard.
"It is important to get a
variety of political views out
there so we don't appear to
be a one-party campus ... I
hope that this club will allow
conservative students to gain
confidence to stand up in their
classes and defend their point

of view," said Lethin.
The second recently created political group is Wheaton
College Greens/Socialists,
organized by Joshua Kelly '17.
Kelly knew that there was a
Wheaton College Democrats
club in place but thought it was
odd that there was no club for
students like himself who hold
more leftist and progressive
viewpoints. Like Lethin, Kelly
drafted a constitution for the
group and sent an application
to SAIL to make Wheaton
College Greens/Socialists an
official club at Wheaton.
If the group gains approval,
Kelly plans on holding weekly meetings where Wheaton
students affiliated with the
Green party can come together to share their views and
ideas for political change. The
group hopes to make Wheaton
a more environmentally-friendly campus and to influence
student s to become active ly
involved in social justice movements, such as Black Lives
Matter.
Kelly is a lso the chair of
the Political Leaders Summit,
a newly formed, collaborative

group that brings together students with political experience
to promote political activism
and engagement at Wheaton.
Other members include
Benson, President of Wheaton College Democrats, and
Lethin, President of Wheaton
College Conservatives, as well
as the President of SGA, Katie
Elliott '17, Co-Head Delegate
of the Model United Nations
club, Lily Fiore '20 and President of the Roosevelt Institute,
Saba Mundlay '17. The Political
Leaders Summit was put in
place to foster collaboration
between the political clubs at
Wheaton and to encourage
students to discuss political
issues.
The Wheaton College
Democrats, Conservatives and
Greens/Socialists clubs look
forward to working togethe r on their upcoming voting
registration campaign and
e ncouraging all students to
become more politically active
and informed.
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Fashion in the new age of social media
EM ILY BLAY '19
ARTS AND CULTURE EDITOR

ashion in the modern age
is changing, not unlike everything else. The revelation here is that fashion is being
forced to change its nature in
order to fit the new standards
brought about by perhaps the
most distinctive social device to
emerge in the last 10 years - social media.
Once a closed world of designers, models and makeup
artists, the fashion industry has
shifted away from the age of
exclusivity and has embraced a
"like-it-or-not" age of inclusivity.
Anyone with access to a computer or phone can now participate
in the dialogue that defines what
it means to view fashion as an art
form, a social force and a uniting
entity.
Such examples of this can be
seen clearly in the most recent
New York Fashion Week. With
social media as more or less a
part of everyday life, access to
what it is like to sit front row at a
show, or work backstage, are no
longer secrets. Anyone can now
enter that world, whether it be
physically or digitally.
On Sept. 9, Gigi Hadid and
Tommy Hilfiger released their
collaboration collection, Gigi x
Tommy, in a fashion show that
took place at Pier 16 in lower
Manhattan. A post from the
show by Taylor Swift on lnstagram epitomizes the intersection of fashion and social media.

F

Her picture depicts the crowd
of onlookers leaning eagerly
toward the runway, phones in
hands, trying to capture the perfect image.
Swift's lnstagram account
also features a video of Gigi and
Tommy walking the runway at
the end of the show. Social media makes it so that images from
within shows become publicly
distributed in record time, notably, much faster than print publications can manage.
Attendees of shows are not
the only ones who contribute to
these changes. Designers also
harness social media platforms
as key devices in branding their
names and projecting specific
images to the public and consumers.
Olivier Rousteing, the creative director of Balmain, is one
of the most forward examples of
this and is known for surrounding himself with influential celebrities like the Kardashians.
At the age of 30, young for the
industry, Rousteing understands
the role that social media has in
dictating the image of a brand in
the public sphere.
"lnstagram is all about a population that is not only the front
row of a fashion show. Today it
is as important as the front row,
having young people looking
at your shows, looking at your
fashion and supporting you. It is
a new way of communication. It
is stronger than magazines, you
are not buying your audience,
you don't have to be a big adver-

tiser," said Rousteing to lmran
Amed of the industry website
The Business of Fashion.
Models, too, are becoming
forces of cultural influence in
ways that are unprecedented.
In the last two years, Vogue has
run at least two covers in which
the use the term "lnstagirls" is
used to describe the models on
the cover. Kendall Jenner flaunts
some 75.7 million followers on
the social media platform lnstagram, model Karlie Kloss with
5.5 million, and previously mentioned Gigi Hadid with 23.7 million. This is not even to mention
the way Snapchat is used to document every waking moment of
these girls' lives.
Fashion, also, is becoming
something that represents a
mecca of ideas, not merely what
to wear and exactly how to wear
it. Fashion, in other words, is
becoming more democratic.
Take "Man Repeller," for example. This online fashion website
founded by Leandra Medine
redefines the rules of high and
street fashion by connecting
the two with social awareness
and an interdisciplinary interest
in both fashion and intellect. In
this context, fashion becomes
social; there is an open dialogue
around it.
As with anything, there are
positives and negatives to this
change. What changes permanently and what withstands will
only be told over time.

On the main stage: The magic of
costume design with Clinton O'Dell
MACK JONES '20
FOR THE WIRE

/ / Everything we see looks
the way it does for a reason," said Clinton O'Dell,
resident designer for Wheaton's
Theatre and Dance Studies Department, on his costume design
process. "We're so surrounded by
visual material sometimes we don't
see what's right in front of us."As
Associate Professor of Theatre Design at Wheaton, Clinton O'Dell has
extensive knowledge about theatre
and film . He teaches design related
courses in theatre, and is in charge
of the costume shop.
O'Dell is currently in the process
of designing the set and costumes
for Wheaton's fall mainstage production, "Vanya and Sonia and Masha and Spike," a Tony Award-winning play by Christopher Durang.

The show takes place in modern
day, with characters wearing contemporary clothing.
When it comes to design preparation, O'Dell must take many
factors into consideration. Each
costume must fit the persona of
the character, accommodate extensive movement and action, and
fit so that the actor is comfortable.
These are just some of the concepts O'Dell teaches in his design
classes, and he finds it valuable for
his stude nts to see these theories
applied in practice.
The final outcome of these practices are labor inducing and time
consuming. One of O' Dell's cost umes was drafted with twelve differe nt looks before be finalized.
"If t he audience is going to see it,
we have to think about how they're
going to see everything," O'Dell
said. Head to toe, even the smallest

measures are take n. lipstick, hair,
and shoes are all a part of creating
a character.
"Every part of theatre is a collaboration," O'Dell said. "It's a juggling
act... There is a lot of compromise.
That's what theatre is about."
O'Dell is always eager to create,
but has to factor in time, budget,
and the psychology of each character. "Every show is different. It
keeps it interesting," he said.
O'Dell finds gratification in the
final steps of the costume process. "The re is th is magic moment,
whether it's in a fitting, or on stage
during a dress rehea rsal whe re
you can literally see an actor shift,
change, and become that character," he said, "It's really satisfying."
"Vanya and Sonia and Masha and
Spike" opens on Nov. 10 at the Weber Theater with a $10 admission
fee.
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Review: OneRepublic's
"OhMy M"
y ON• R• PU• LIC
EMILY BLAY '19
ARTS AND CULTURE EDITOR

II They say love is pain,
well darling, let's hurt
tonight," sings Ryan Tedder,
the lead vocalist of the band
OneRepublic, on the opening
track of their latest album "Oh
My My" released on Oct. 7.
OneRepublic is most famous
for songs such as "Secrets,"
"All the Right Moves," "Stop
and Stare," and "Counting
Stars," among others. "Oh
My My" is their fourth studio
album since their 2007 debut,
"Dreaming Out Loud".
Since 2007, the band, comprised of Tedder, lead guitarist
Zach Filkins, backing vocalist
Drew Brown, drummer Eddie
Fisher, and bassist/cellist Brent
Kutzle, has achieved global
success. As an established
band, the trick is no longer one
of chart climbing. Instead, the
band now has the privilege of
continuously redefining music
on their terms.
"Oh My My" sounds like signature OneRepublic, filled with
classic pop rhythms, yet a bold
uniqueness. Tedder's talents
as both a producer and songwriter are undeniably present
in tracks such as "Wherever I
Go" and "Kids," the two songs
off the album to be released as
singles.
In the past, Tedder has
worked with and written for
artists such as Taylor Swift,
Ellie Goulding, and Beyonce.
Chart- toppers that can be
attributed to Tedder include
Goulding's "Burn," Adele's
"Rumor Has It," and Leona
Lewis' "Bleeding Love."
"Oh My My" showcases the
changing sound of OneRepublic, perhaps in terms of personal growth or in response to the
new norms of music to have
emerged in recent years.
There is something notice-

OH MY MY Credit: tv.itter.com

ably different in the sound
of this album in comparison
to albums of the past. The
band has taken their acoustic
capacity for emotional rawness
and infused it with an anthemlike sound that pop music has
historically embraced. Many
listeners have compared the
sound of "Kids" and other
songs to the work of the
French electronic band, M83.
After the passionate, acoustic opening of "Let's Hurt
Tonight," the album transitions
into a more pop inspired base
with songs like "Dream," "Better," and "Human/ all three
of which are both sonically
pleasing and lyrically honest.
In addition, the band leaves
listeners with a few tear- worthy songs such as "Choke" and
"Fingertips".
The album contains several
notable collaborations as well.
Plausibly the most famous of
the featured artists is Peter
Gabriel on the seventh track,
"A.I." an artist the band has
quoted as an influence in the
past. Other featured artists include Cassius, the French musical duo of producers Philippe
Cerboneschi and Hubert
Blanc-Francard, on the dance
track "Oh My My," and the
American singer and producer
Santigold on " NbHD."
Thus far, the album has b e en
received with open arms and is
certainly worth a listen. As with
all music, only time will determine the staying power of
OneRepublic's latest endeavor.
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Conditons for athletes at Rio may be detrimental to future Olympics
LUCAS ROSA '18

SPORTS EDITOR
he 2016 Olympics took
place this last summer
in Rio De Janeiro, Brazil.
While the event had great TV
ratings and compelling storylines
(like Micahel Phelps' final quest
for gold), it may have done more
harm than good. In fact, the Rio
.:)lympics may prove to be detrimental to future Olympics, because it made the Games seems

T

less legitimate in certain ways.
The Olympics had initially
been exciting for the city of Rio
because they can change the
infrastructure of a city. However, Rio did not accomplish this.
In fact, it did not even solve the
waste problem it had before setting up the architecture needed
for the Games. The garbage was
not simply some inconvenience
for athletes, but a serious hazard.
Unsurprisingly, the waters of
Rio were not cleaned. Instead,

they held pollution and bacteria that was nearly identical to
sewage waste. According to
The Independent, ingesting only
three teaspoons of the Rio water
would have resulted in contracting a serious virus.
Olympic sailors, marathon
swimmers and other outdoor
water athletes had to endure
this water for hours on end. Even
the indoor pool waters were not
safe, as an Olympic diving pool
turned a deep green overnight

due to algae contamination.
Spectacles like this lower the
standards of the Games, leading
to an illegitimacy to the event as
a whole.
While it is true that many professional and amateur athletes
did not attend due to worries
about the Zika Virus, what they
saw from afar concerning the
Olympics probably did not give
them much incentive to want to
compete in the Games again.
The Olympics are not doomed.

However, the level of competition, amusement and legitimacy
of the Olympics may be diminished over the next few decades
if athletes do not feel safe or do
not respect the magnitude of the
event. The Olympics should be a
grand sporting event, one that
the world can both feel and see
value in. For the Olympics to remain a spectacle, it must first remain receptacle for the athletes
and for the city that is hosting
the Games.
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Olympic diving pool turned green overnight due to algae contamination. Credit: m.mlb.com

Beginning of an exciting NHL season
HALEY GAMEL '20

WIRE STAFF
he e nd of the summe r
means that we can now
we lcome back the National
Hockey League (NHL). Before
the season began, the World
Cup of Hockey occurred for
a third time, with Ca nada
e merging victorious. While the
World Cup overla pped with pa rt
of t he NHL pre season, it did
not inte rfere with the regular
season, which started last
Wednesday.
There's plent y of excitement in
store for the upcoming year. On
Thursday, the Pittsburgh Penguins raised their fourth banner
as Stanley Cup champions after
defeating the San Jose Sharks in
six games the previous season.
Once the ceremony was finished,
they fed off the intense energy of
the home qowd and pushed past
the Washington Capitals 3-2.
The NHL has also planned
out four Winter Class·cs, where
games will uniquely be played
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outside. The most popular of
these is aptly named the 2017
NHL Winter Classic, which will
be played between the Chicago
Blackhawks and St. Louis Blues
on Jan. 2. This Sunday, however,
the stage is set for the first Winter Classic between the Winnipeg Jets and Edmonton Oilers.
19-year-old Connor McDavid
is returning to the Oilers as the
youngest captain in NHL history,
after missing significant time in
his first season.
Fro m J an. 27-30, the All-Sta r
Weekend will take place at the
Staples Center in Los Angeles.
Each year, the All-Star Weekend
features a number of events including shootouts, an all-skills
challenge, and of course, the
All-Star game. The Los Angeles
Kings are hosting the All-Star
Weekend and are celebrating
their 50th anniversary of being a
team. As always, it will be an exciting couple of days.
Finally, the playoffs are set
to begin on April 12 and run
through mid-June. Although the

Penguins are coming off their
championship season, many
teams are more afraid of the Chicago Blackhawks. Incredibly, the
Blackhawks have won the Stanley
Cup three times in the past six
seasons, and last took home the
crown in 2015.
Still, there are two other teams
who are particularly feared
around the league. The Nashville Predators recently added
P.K. Subban from their roste r,
and hope he will match up we ll
with Shea We be r a nd J ames
Neal. The Washington Capitals
also promise to be a formidable
force, and fa ns desperately want
to see Alex Ovechkin win a c hampionship in his prime. The season
will be rather unpredictable in
terms of picking a Stanley Cup
champion, but hockey fans will
be geared up for an exciting NHL
season.

Connor McDavid of Oilers is the youngest captain in NHL history.

Credit: cb ;port .com

