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Four Massachusetts 
college students killed in 
wrong-way accident 
JORDANA JOY '17 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

Four students a nd a young 
woman were killed in a 
wrong-way crash on 1-495 

near Exit 3 in Middleboro, Mass. 
around midnight on Oct. 24. A 
vehicle singularly occupied by a 
driver was traveling south on the 
northbound side of the highway 
and collided head-on with the 
northbound car containing four 
male students. Massachusetts 
State Police responded to the 
incident. 

The northbound vehicle was 
"engulfed in fire" after it was 
hit, according to Commander 
of State Police Troop D Antho
ny Thomas. "It was a horrific 
scene," he said in a press con
ference that Monday morning. 
All passengers in both vehicles 
were killed. 

Valantein Burson, 31, was the 
driver of the southbound vehi
cle and was reported to have 
connections with Fall River. She 
had been previously cited five 
times for speeding, according to 
WMUR9. 

Drive r Kraig Diggs, 20, Jordan 
Galvin-Jutras, 19, Jordan Fisher, 
19 and Cory Licata, 18, occupied 
the northbound vehicle. All four 
students attended Massachu
setts colleges, according to po
lice. Inseparable cousins, Diggs 
and Galvin-Dutras were both in 
their second year at Anna Maria 
College in Paxton, M.A. 

Anna Maria College released a 
grief statement on the Monday 
night that the tragic incident 
occurred. "During this time of 
sadness, let us turn to our faith 
and our Anna Maria family for 
support as we mourn for this 
loss," they said. "We pray for 
them, their families and all of 
those involved in the accident." 

The Cape Cod Fire, Rescue 
and Emergency Services De
partment also expressed their 
grief concerning the death of 
Galvin-Jutras, who had interned 
for the fire department last year. 

"Sad, sad day today for our 
department," they said. "We 
were hoping someday [Gal
vin-Jutras) would come back to 
us and work at COMM ... We will 
all miss him." 

Cultural appropriation: A 
• • • • nuisance to sens1t1v1ty 

MICHAEL IVORY '17 
FOR THE WIRE 

A
few days ago, I was pro
crastinating on the inter
net when I stumbled upon 

an article on Buzzfeed about 
the Kardashians and cultural 
appropriation. The article high
lighted several instances of the 
Kardashian sisters in which they 
were accused of cultural appro
priation. 

I was deeply bothered by see• 
ing an image of Kylie with corn-

rows, a predominantly black and 
latino hairstyle, with the caption 
" I woke up like dis." I was even 
more bothered by the fact that 
when a black actress, Amand
la Stenberg, called Kylie out for 
the image and for appropriating 
black culture in particular, she 
was defensive instead of being 
apologetic. 

This is a reality, unfortunately, 
and it isn't new. This is something 
that I, as a person of color, have 

Cont. on page 3 
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Guest speaker Mike Domitrz led an interactive event on consent and healthy relationships. 
Credit: Stew Milne 

Mike Domitrz's "Can I Kiss You" 
teaches freshmen about consent and 
healthy relationships 
KATHERINE SOLOMON '20 
WIRE STAFF 

W heaton College host
ed a guest speaker, 
Mike Domitrz, in We

ber theater on Monday Oct. 24. 
Founder of the Date Safe Project 
and author of "Can I Kiss You?," 
Domitrz lead a presentation for 
first year students called "Can I 
Kiss You?" This interactive pro
gram allowed students to learn 
more about healthy relationships 
in a fun way. 

Domitrz started off the pro
gram by talking about •1eissing. 
He asked the audience how to 
tell if someone wants to kiss you. 
Many people said that they\now 
someone wants to kiss them 
because they give "the look." 
Domitrz had one student give 

the entire audience "the look" 
(garnering plenty of laughter) 
and explained how "the look" is 
different for every person. 

He said that "the look" is not 
a reliable form of consent, and 
that people often take signs and 
interpret them in a way that suits 
what they want to do. Instead, 
he encouraged everyone to ask 
the simple question, "Can I kiss 
you?" 

Domitrz then gave the audi
ence a scenario of one individual 
being given too much alcohol and 
another individual who seemed 
to be getting ready to sexually 
assault the incapacitated per
son. He asked the audience why 
they think people don't step in 
when they see this happening 
in reality. The most popular an
swers were that people want to 

avoid confrontation, do not want 
to block their friends or do not 
think that it's their business 

Touching on the idea of the 
fear of confrontation, Domitrz 
explained that this is false. Hu
mans actually are not afraid of 
confrontation. He used the ex
ample of witnessing a car wreck. 
The overwhelming majority 
of the audience said that they 
would instinctually help the vic
tims of the accident even if it en
dangered their own life. Domitrz 
then asked why people wouldn't 
do the exact same thing for 
someone who is about to be sex
ually assaulted. 

A major theme of the talk was 
equality and 

Coot on page 5 
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Overheard at Wheaton 
"I think I am turning into a clown." 

"Halloweekend is more like Hallofreakend, am I 
right bro?" 

"I'm just a joker looking for Harley Quinn at the 
HAAS dance." 

"I asked my professor to dress up with me." 

"I have frozen my nipples to the perfect 
temperature". 

From the editor 
I was never fond of Halloween 

as a kid. My parents brought 
me to the same neighbor-

hood and led me down the 
same block year after year, 
getting an occasional expensive 
candy in the mounds of discount 
gummies and milk chocolate 
that had gone chalky white with 
age. 

Costumes were clunky and 
sacrificed your range of sight, 
candy bags became heavy and 
leave sore, red bands around 
your hands and you were 
somehow sweaty and freezing 
at the same time. It was a time 
of nervous anticipation, know
ing that my classmates would 
barge into lunch time the next 
morning with their sacks full of 
Reese's and Snickers and Twix 
and Hershey's bars. 

My jealousy got the better 
of me, and I decided that I had 
always been more of a Christ
mas person. 

It wasn't until my sophomore 
year of college that I really 
began to enjoy Halloween. An 

odd, underground type of com
munity at Wheaton rises in the 
midst of ghost decorations and 
haunted houses. For a moment, 
we get to see people's creativi
ty, interests and humor without 
even introducing ourselves. 

There are also other factors 
pertaining to my enjoyment of 
Halloween, but I'm sure that you 
can fill those blanks in your
selves. 

That being said, this weekend 
was one of my most difficult 
at Wheaton. In the midst of 
costumes and parties, there are 
larger things for me to worry 
about than a mound of discount 
candy. 

However, I know that there 
are scarier things upon us as a 
collective that are larger than 
myself. We will have decided on 
a new president of the United 
States in six days. And it might 
be Trump. 

JPJ 
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Wheaton College Public Safety Log 
ALCOHOL/ DRUGS Any Alcohol Violation, Oct. 22, 2016- Saturday at 19:40 
Location: CLARK HALL. Summary: RA reports 2 male freshmen carrying 2 large cases of beer 
entering Clark dorm. 

MEDICAL Medical Incident, Oct 24, 2016- Monday at 16:52 
Location: 4 LIBRARY SQUARE. Summary: Norton Communications over the radio stated 9 month 
old child continuously vomiting and lathargic. Norton Fire Department, U100 and U103 respond
ing. Rescue is committed for transport. 

LARCENY- THEFT From Buildings, Oct. 26- Wednesday at 15:56 
Location: KNAPTON HALL. Summary: F/S member reporting a chair in her office has gone missing 

ALCOHOL/ DRUGS Any Drug Violation, Oct. 26, 2016- Wednesday at 18:03. Location: EVERETT 
HALL. Summary: Strong smell of marijuana. 

FIRE SAFETY Fire/ Smoke Condition, Oct. 27, 2016- Thursday at 05:07 
Location: KNAPTON HALL. 

This week in photos: Sister 
Circle's ''9 (Title IX)'' art 
installation 

Title IX art installation in the Balfour-Hood Atrium Credit: Maggie Darin '19 

Visit our website wheatonwire.com and like us on 
Facebook at "The Wheaton Wire." 
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Cultural appropriation: A- nuisance to sensitivity 
Cont. from page 1 

seen too often. It then made 
me think of my friend and her 
encounter with a white custom
er who entered the restaurant 
where she works. The custom
er was wearing a shirt that had 
the Virgin Mary on it, in a very 
risque pose. My friend politely 
informed the woman that be
cause of her identity as a Cath
olic Mexican-American woman, 
and because many others in 
the neighborhood in which the 
restaurant was located were 
also Mexican-American Catho
lics, that the shirt was offensive. 
Similarly to Kylie, the woman pro
ceeded to being defensive and 
did not apologize for offending 
an entire community of people 
and their culture. Instead, she fo
cused on her intent - saying that 
she meant no harm. 

Of course, we can assume that 
both this woman and Kylie were 
not malicious when they com
mitted their acts of cultural ap
propriation, but the impact was 
still felt by the communities that 
they offended. The problem is 
not about the intent anymore. 
It is about the ignorance which 
fosters such insensitive behavior. 

Cultural appropriation is the 
act in which individuals take on 
aspects of another group's cul
ture. In particular, it happens 
when members of a dominant 
majority group use the culture 
of a marginalized group in the 

Kylie Jenner (L) posted this picture of her cornrows on lnstagram. Amandla Stenberg (R) called Jenner out for cultural appopriation. 
Credit: pmchollywoodlife.wordpress.com 

society and reproduce it for their 
own personal gain without realiz
ing the implications and impact 
that it will have on that marginal
ized group. 

When a picture of Kylie Jen
ner parades on social media with 
her cornrows, she reduces black 
culture to a performance or cos
tume. She does not give credit 

to its origins or acknowledge the 
fact that she gets to temporarily 
wear an aspect of black culture 
while not dealing with the prej
udice that comes with being of 
that culture. 

There are black individuals in 
this society that are categorized 
and stereotyped as "ghetto" or 
"unprofessional" for having tra-

ditionally black hairstyles. It was 
not too long ago that Giuliana 
Rancic said that actress and sing
er Zendaya's hair looked as if it 
smelled "like patchouli oilH and 
"weed." 

In contrast, when white indi
viduals such as the Kardashians 
have traditional black hairstyles 
they are not only praised, but it is 

also then seen in popular culture 
as being the new trend. This is in
credibly problematic and is a real 
issue in our society that needs to 
be addressed. One cannot and 
should not exploit aspects of a 
marginalized group's culture for 
your own personal gain, especial
ly when many of these same cul
tures have already been exploit-

Here we go again: Anti-gay rights movements surface in France 
TOM FENU '19 
OPINION EDITOR 

0 n Oct. 14, an anti-gay 
demonstration was held 
by the organization 

"Manif Pour Tous" ("The Demon
stration For All") in Paris, France. 
The organization started in 2012 
as a reactionary movement to 
one of President Francois Hol
lande's government's first ob
jectives: the implementation of 
rights for gay marriage. 

At the time, when marriage 
equality was being discussed in 
the National Assembly and in the 
Senate, the anti-gay movement 
was benefitting from immense 
media coverage. The movement 
fought in 2012 and 2013, and 
sadly, still fights today against 
gay marriage, gay rights and the 
possibility of gay couples adopt
ing. 

Thankfully, gay marriage was 
legalized in June 2013, despite 
massive demonstrations the 
collective held across France. 

However, President Francois 
Hollande's approval rating is one 
of the lowest ever, and "Manif 
Pour Tous" has openly decided 
to bring back up its anti-gay gay 
agenda and eradicate the law 
which enables gay couples to get 
married and adopt children. 

I am scared. First and fore
most, all humans are equal re
gardless of their sexuality. I 
choose to believe equality starts, 
but does not finish, with the im
plementation of laws which en
able everyone to have the same 
possibilities. 

This concept is not and should 
not be foreign to us when we 
think of equality. While France 
has seen five different constitu
tions, a bloody revolution, and 
some of the most famous philos
ophers, it is clear that the coun
try still has much to learn about 
its own motto, "Liberte, Egalite, 
and Fraternite" ("Liberty, Equali
ty, and Freedom"). 

I accidentally ended up in a 
demonstration three years ago 

when going back home on a Sun
day morning in Paris. The dem
onstrators' songs, their slogans 
and their insults were directed 
at me - the fairly stylish 15-year
old boy carrying a black leather 
handbag "like a woman." A per
son not speaking french assisting 
the scene could have mistakenly 
thought my first name was the 
equivalent of the word "fag
got," and that I was a famous 
person given the amount of peo
ple shouting it. The experience 
made me understand that the 
"peacefulness" and the "love" 
that head organizers were pro
moting was a lie. 

I am scared because conser
vative ideologies are becoming 
mor" popular in France due to 
the unpopularity of President 
Hollande. I hope the LGBTOIA+ 
community does not continue to 
suffer from additional hate, es
pecially after the positive strides 
that have been made in recent 
years. Protestors hold sign at an anti-gay demonstration in France. 

Credit: http://actu.cotetoulouse.fr 
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'Evicted' discusses danger of nuisance 
laws for victims of domestic violence 
OLIVIA MILNE '18 
NEWS EDITOR 

A s Domestic Violence 
Awareness month 
reaches its end in No

vember, several groups have 
been putting on events to raise 
consciousness about domestic 
violence and how it affects 
people in different ways. 

One of those groups has 
been FAW, the Feminist Asso
ciation of Wheaton. FAW host
ed a discussion titled 'Evicted' 
on Oct. 27 in collaboration with 
the Providence-based organi
zation Sojourner House. 

Sojourner House is a 
non-profit group dedicated to 
ending domestic violence in all 
its forms. They offer support 
groups, emergency shelter, 
transitional housing, sexual 
health advocacy, emotional 
support and other services to 
victims of domestic violence in 
Rhode Island. 'Evicted' focused 
on the problem of nuisance 
laws in the United States. Nui
sance laws label an apartment, 
house, or property a nuisance 
when that property makes a 
certain number of calls to the 
police, or when other types of 
neighborhood nuisances such 
as loud noises occur on the 
property. 

The speakers first asked 
those in attendance to define 
how different types of do
mestic violence could have an 
impact on the home. Attend
ees looked closely at physical, 

~l~J 
Sojourner House 
committed to ending domestic violence 
Sojourner House logo Credit: optionsri.org 

emotional, psychological, fi
nancial, sexual and cyber abuse 
as forms of domestic violence. 
The speakers emphasized 
that domestic violence does 
not always manifest itself in 
obvious ways such as hitting or 
physically hurting an intimate 
partner, but that abusers often 
start to control every aspect of 
the victim's life. 

Nuisance laws were put in 
place in the United States so 
that landlords would have 
legal means to stop tenants 
from committing crimes on 
their property. However, 
the reality is that sometimes 
nuisance laws unfairly target 
and make things harder for 
victims of domestic violence. 
Often times, abuse victims are 
afraid to call the police to their 
residence, in fear that they will 
violate nuisance laws and land
lords will evict them from the 
property. For many, it begins 
to become a choice between 
losing your home and possibly 
even becoming homeless, and 
continuing to be abused. 

The speakers from Sojourner 
House explained that nuisance 
laws often disproportionately 
affect low-income people and 
people who live in federal 
housing. Often, domestic vio
lence victims who live in fed
eral housing will be especially 
afraid of calling the police. This 
is because once you are evict
ed from one federal housing 
unit, you are not allowed to 
live in any federal housing units 
across the state. 

The speakers stated that nui
sance laws are one of the many 
things that keep victims of do
mestic violence from escaping 
their abusers. The ACLU is one 
of many organizations that has 
been fighting against nuisance 
laws, using the logic that they 
intimidate domestic violence 
sufferers from reporting their 
abuse to the police. 

The month of October at 
Wheaton has seen many events 
that draw attention to domes
tic violence in the hopes of 
changing things for those who 
suffer from it. 

Representatives from Sojourner House talk about domestic violence and housing laws. 
Credit: Feminist Association of Wheaton Twitter 

Clowns cause panic 
around the country 

There have been reports of clown sightings at college campus
es across the country. Credit: thetab.com 

KATHERINE SOLOMON '20 attacks. Many schools have asked 
AND OLIVIA MILNE '18 students not to dress up as clowns 
WIRE STAFF AND NEWS EDI- for Halloween in light of the recent 
TOR events. 

sidential areas and college 
ampuses have been 
lagued with clown sightings 

recently, causing widespread fear. 
Starting in late August, reports 
of malicious-looking clowns 
emerged in South Carolina and 
have since spread to cities all over 
the country. 

When the reports of clown 
sightings first started, some peo
ple believed it to be a prank or a 
hoax. However, with the reports 
increasing rapidly and photo
graphic evidence of the sightings 
being captured, some people are 
starting to panic. 

Police have begun arresting in
dividuals in association with these 
sightings. Many of the clowns be
ing sighted are carrying weapons 
or trying to lure children away with 
them, making them a danger to 
public safety. 

An article by CBS Boston shares 
reports of clown sightings on 
college campuses right here in 
Massachusetts. According to the 
article, clowns have been sighted 
at Emmanuel College, UMass Am
herst and Merrimack College. 

Most of the reports look very 
similar. Threats are sent out that 
a clown is on campus and often 
times the campus is evacuated or 
put on lockdown while the threat is 
investigated. In the cases of these 
three colleges, no clowns were 
found upon investigation. 

People are becoming more and 
more anxious as the clown prob
lem persists, especially as Hallow
een approaches. Many people fear 
that the holiday will provide the 
perfect circumstances for clown 

One Wheaton student, Emma 
Henry '20, says that the clown 
sightings are "causing fear within 
this country and it isn't okay." It is 
clear that students are getting fed 
up with the situation. Wheaton re
sponded to these concerns in an 
email sent out to campus by Dean 
Kate Kenny, which urged students 
not to dress up as clowns for Hal
loween. 

According to CBS news, "Hun
dreds of students at Penn State 
University launched a late night 
manhunt after a clown was report
edly seen on campus." Students 
are starting to fight back against 
the clowns that are threatening 
their safety, with students at sever
al schools organizing these 'clown 
hunts'. 

However, several hoaxes have 
helped to perpetuate this frighten
ing phenomenon. A recent clown 
sighting at the University of New 
Hampshire was made all the more 
terrifying as students circulated a 
photo of the supposed clown on 
social media. However, the photo 
appears to be taken from an arti
cle published by The Daily Mail in 
2014. In many cases, social me
dia can enable students to create 
hoax clown sightings. 

Some colleges and local schools 
have already taken proactive mea
sures to ensure students' comfort, 
especially on Halloween. The town 
of West Milford, New Jersey is one 
of many to ban clown costumes 
from public schools on the day of 
Halloween. Certainly, with Hal
loween approaching, many are on 
edge for the clowns that may be 
out and about. 
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Adnan Syed of "Serial" asks court for bail 

Syed in court Credit: Karl Merton 

OLIVIA MILNE '18 
NEWS EDITOR 

I n the fall of 2014, listeners 
were gripped to the 'Serial' 
podcast, which followed the 

case of Adnan Syed, a then 
high school student accused of 
killing his girlfriend Hae Min Lee 
in 1999. After the popularity of 
the podcast renewed interest 
in Syed's case, he was granted 
a new trial in 2016- the judge 
citing "ineffective counsel" on 
the part of his defense attorney, 
according to the New York 
Times. 

Syed has been serving a 

life sentence for the past 17 
years in a Baltimore County 
prison. He was granted a new 
trial three months ago, when 
the judge presiding the case 
decided Syed's previous lawyer 
had failed to cross-examine a 
key expert witness about data 
obtained from Syed's cellphone. 
This cellphone evidence was 
instrumental in Syed's conviction 
in the first trial, according to 
NPR. 

Interest in the case sparked 
after Syed was the focus of the 
first season of the award-win
ning podcast, 'Serial'. Lee's 
mysterious death and Syed's jail-

ing fascinated the country, and 
many since have argued both in 
favor of and against his convic
tion, according to the Times 

The reliability of some of the 
evidence presented by the pros
ecution has called the case into 
question, as most of the case 
is based upon the cell phone 
data in question and one key 
witness, Jay Wilds. The Virginia 
Innocence Project volunteered 
to retest some of the case's 
evidence after hearing about 
Syed, believing that some of the 
DNA evidence used to convict 
him may not have been tested 
properly. 

After the podcast's release, 
Asia McClain Chapman, a 
friend of Syed's in high school, 
stepped forward to provide an 
alibi for Syed during the time 
of his Lee's murder. Chapman 
has claimed for years that she 
saw Adnan in their high school 
library that day, and she is now 
willing to testify to this in court. 

It is yet to be decided if Syed 
will receive bail or not at this 
time. His lawyers have argued 
that Syed is not a flight risk, as 
he would not flee from trying to 
disprove a charge he has fought 
against for the last 17 years, ac
cording to NPR. The judge in the 
case will decide if Syed can fight 
against his guilty charges from 
prison or if he will be allowed 
temporary release until his new 
trial is finished. 
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Mike Domitrz's "Can I 
Kiss You" teaches fresh
men about consent and 
healthy relationships 

Cont. from page 1 

double standards. Domitrz 
talked about how women who 
are drinking and flirting can be 
branded with names like "slut", 
but a man who is drinking and 
flirting is not degraded and 
sometimes even praised. He be
lieves that this kind of language 
dehumanizes people and makes 
it easier for them to be assault
ed. 

Domitrz shared a very intimate 
part of his life with the audience 
that night. He told us the story of 
when he first found out that his 
older sister had been raped. He 
used this powerful story to show 
us how to help survivors. 

He said that when someone 
close to you is assaulted, all you 
want is revenge but that is tak
ing another choice, the choice of 
how to handle the situation, away 
from the survivor. He instead en
couraged us to call three loved 
ones and tell them that if they 
are ever assaulted that we are 
here for them and always will be. 

Mike Domitrz Credit: Stew 
Milne 

''Can an Atheist become President?'': Discussion 
series on religion and politics askes the unconvential 
KUNZANG TSHERING '17 politics in mixed company but it ate their impact on community take a shift in public discourse have access to discussions that I 
MANAGING EDITOR was an important discussion to and self. This election we are as currently, many would prefer didn't have before," Wu said. 

have, especially with the upcom- looking for damage control," a President with a religion and Hinkley, took on the role of / H ow do our religious ing elections. said Darling-Smith. faith different from theirs- rather college chaplain two months 
beliefs, or lack thereof, The event began as the two A student said that they felt than one without any religious ago to set up services for 
affect who we're going facilitators went around the reluctant to talk about religion beliefs. people of all faith and to be 

to vote for?' asked Barbara Dar- group to ask what politics and with friends at Wheaton as the Teresa Trias '20 attended available to all members of the 
ling-Smith assistant professor religion meant to different other person would often get this event because it sounded Wheaton community. He is 
of religion and Reverend Bernie people. Hinkley then brought up argumentative and defensive. interesting. She studied about found in the Chapel Basement 
Hinkley college chaplain at a dis- the topic of spirituality and what The conversation would then be- Catholicism and the church on Friday mornings. He said that 
cussion on religion and politics. that meant in the context of come a debate instead of a dis- as intertwined. "People say since it was the first election for 
Around 24 students and staff this discussion. He talked about cussion. "We should talk to each one thing and the policy is some students- this discussion 
gathered at Emerson Dining Hall how, historically, the Catholic other about religion. It's nothing something else. It's great to series was a good opportunity 
on Oct. 20 to participate in this Church in Europe saw religion as to be embarrassed about. It's hear people's ideas on these to think about these issues. 
#Wheaton MA Votes discussion a combination of spirituality and just another thing about you," issues. People need to separate In his time at Wheaton, Hin-
series that brought up issues politics. Darling-Smith said that the student said. religious and political beliefs," kley wants to talk to and meet 
of faith, morality and how that politics is in the public sphere "Community is the best thing said Trias. more students. "I am learning 
affects public policy. and spirituality is individual, but religions provide to people. Tt,is Sunny Wu '20 came for to the what to do and hearing what 

Darling-Smith impressed upon can affect how we vote. sense of right and wrong or discussion for her English 101 they want. We need to give peo-
those attending that the loudest "God created this world and moral guidance is put into polit- clasS'. Wu had lived in the South- pie permission to explore that 
voices in religious political dis- all of us. When I can vote, I do ical sphere and becomes shared west of the country and found they want to do and put those 
course were not representative that to preserve the Earth. Eco- values. Candidates feel they that the East Coast cares more ideas into action. Faith isn't 
of an entire religion and its nomic growth should come after have to talk about faith," said about religion and politics. "(In about perfection but about the 
beliefs. Hinkley, a Minister at environmental protection. (We Darling-Smith. The group talked the Southwest) many people are journey and where that might 
Trinity North Congregational need to) vote our conscience about whether an atheist could Christian and Republican. They take you," he said. 
Church said that he was told on issues such as legalization of become President in their life- were exclusive, not open. Whea-
never to talk about religion and marijuana, gambling and evalu- time. Many felt that this would ton is diverse and international. I 
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Coffee with ... Professor Bradford Bishop Inside the Bridgewater 
KATE WILKINSON '17 
FEATURES EDITOR 

E
lection season has finally 
hit the home stretch. For 
many of its viewers, it's 

been a whirlwind experience 
that has saturated the conversa
tions of most Chase Dining Hall 
tables. In many ways, the media 
has reflected that this election 
is not like anything we've seen 
before, but as Assistant Profes
sor of Political Science Bradford 
Bishop points out, these differ
ences may not be as dramatic 
as we want to believe. 

"In some ways it's just an 
escalation from the long term 
trajectory of American politics 
where the degree to which 
democrats and republicans dis
agree has become more intense 
and conflictual," said Bishop. 
"I think people's politics has 
become much more negative, 
much more driven by hostility 
to the other side than has been 
the case in a lot of other elec
tions, and that's certainly been 
a feature of American politics 
for a long time. But the degree 
in which it defines people's 
thinking about politics is more 
prominent now." 

But it's the recent claims from 
Donald Trump that he may not 
accept the election if he loses 
that concerns Bishop. "The rea
son why that's concerning is that 
after an election occurs, there's 
a transition of power. During 
that period is a very fragile time 
for a democracy, and to raise 
the prospect of a larger num
ber of citizens believing that 
that transfer of power is not 
legitimate, it opens the door to 
some of the unrest we've seen 
where other democracies have 

Professor Bradford Bishop Credit: wheatoncollege.edu 

failed." republicans running for state 
However, he doesn't see vio- elections in liberal states try to 

lent action likely occurring in re- appeal to their audience. 
sponse to the election. What he "At the state level, the repub
is more concerned with is the lican party has tried to distance 
lack of discussion surrounding itself in a lot of ways from the 
the issues, particularly in the national republican party in rec
debates. ognition of the fact that they 

"It's not to say that there are at such a structural disad
are problems with our elec- vantage in national politics," 
toral process that could be Bishop said. "So what I'm in
looked at and improved. It's terested in is do people notice 
another thing to prepare your those attempts. And I think one 
supporters with the idea that of the challenges of our current 
they should distrust the integ- political system is how our na
rity of our electoral system and tional politics spill over into our 
our political process," he said. state politics even when issues 
"That's concerning because it are contested strictly on a state 
raises the spectre of an elec- level." 
tion outcome in which a large But ultimately, voters should 
proportion of the people be- understand that this election 
lieve that the winning candidate is one that could determine in 
didn't actually win according to what direction the US goes in 
the verdict that's delivered by terms of public policy. 
the rules and institutions of the "There are a lot of incredibly 
political process." important public policy deci-

Bishop's research is now fo- sions that the government is 
cussing on state elections, going to have to deal with over 
which often get swept under the next ten years, and I wish 
the rug in terms of coverage. the debate was focussed on 
In particular, he's studying how those issues," he said. 

Don't Panic: Life is but an orifice 
Dear PBFPF, matters, to you ... 

Audrey Dubois '17 and Henry 
Gold '20 
Credit: Courtney Roque ' 17 

AUDREY DUBOIS '17 AND 
HENRY GOLD '20 
WEB EDITOR AND FOR THE WIRE 

Dear Audrey and Henry, 
Is this the real life? 

-Poor boy from poor family 

No. This is a holographic simula
tion. You are a brain in a vat, being 
manipulated by electromagnetic 
impulses, only thinking it sees col
ors and hears noises. It's amazing 
what the human brain can convince 
itself that it perceives; for instance, 
yours thought it would be okay just 
to leave a reference to Queen's 
Bohemian Rhapsody in my inbox 
and pass it off as a question. In 
this case, your "senses" have failed 
you. 

-Audrey 
Dear PBFPF, 

Open your eyes, look up to the 
skies and see. You're just a poor 
boy, you need no sympathy. But 
hey easy come, easy go, little high, 
little low. Anyway the wind blows 
doesn't really matter to you, does 
it? But hey, nothing really matters, 
anyone can see, nothing really 

- Henry 
Dear Audrey and Henry, 

Perchance I partake in inter
course betwixt a strumpet, and she 
hath endeavoured to bleacheth 
her posterior orifice, and I get 
aforementioned bleach upon mine 
petticoat, shall I feel like an afore
mentioned posterior orifice? 

-Sir Kanye of the West 

Dear Sir Kanye of the West, 
Cwanige lapspell! le ne sprice 

englisc Scacespearig. Sip englisc 
geomorfrod oncn.ewe cefcwuht. 
p.et wees god cyning! 

-Audrey 
Dear Sir Kanye of the West, 

Finche tutto e consensuale e 
divertente suona come avrete un 
rapporto sano e alcune volte diver
timento a letto. Ciao. 

- Henry 

Triangle with Loren 
Coleman 
KATE WILKINSON '17 
FEATURES EDITOR 

G iant snakes, hell 
hounds and bigfoot. 
Sightings such as 

these are scattered around 
the world, but according 
to cryptozoologist Loren 
Coleman, all three of these 
creatures and many more 
have been sighted in the 
elusive hotbed known as 
the Bridgewater Triangle. 

"It's a magnetic field that 
attracts weirdness," said 
Coleman. 

He coined the term in 1976 
after exploring documents 
and eyewitness testimonies 
from the '60s and '70s de
tailing accounts from police 
and firefighters of strange 
happenings surrounding 
the Hockomock Swamp. 

Over the years, Coleman 
noted that more and more 
paranormal activity has oc
curred within a 200 mile 
triangular area between Re
hoboth, Abington and Free
town. This string of strange 
stories suggests that ani
mals the world has never 
seen may be right in Whea
ton's backyard. 

"There was one firefight
er who shot a creature that 
looked like a black dog the 
size of a pony, and appar
ently the dog just turned 
around and walked away," 
Coleman said. 

Beyond the strange ani
mal sightings, Coleman also 
said that the Bridgewater 
Triangle has been home to 
satanic crimes, UFO sight
ings and generally weird 
crimes. "The study largely 
bases its findings off of eye
witness account and physi
cal evidence," he said. Cole
man also said that the study 
has been around since the 
Victorian area and uses 
scientific elements such as 
DNA testing and the exam
ination of unique fecal mat
ter. 

According to Coleman, 
the challenge with being a 
cryptozoologist is discern
ing between the fact and 
fiction of the accounts that 
people provide. 

"What's important is to 
be open minded but very 
skeptical. Sometimes, mis
takes are made, and things 

Loren Coleman, one of the 
international leaders in crypto
zoology 
Credit: milwaukeeparacon.com 

are misidentified," Coleman 
said. "Some people who are 
really passionate really want 
to believe, but I go in, and I 
don't really believe. I have 
people give their eyewit
ness accounts, and then if I 
think their story is credible, 
I ask for physical evidence." 

Throughout his time as a 
cryptozoologist, Coleman 
has listened to a lot of sto
ries of strange encounters. 
It's important for him to 
listen to these stories and 
provide support for them. 

"I can tell when they are 
doing it just to get atten
tion versus when they see 
something and feel crazy," 
he said. 

As Coleman explains, 
Halloween is particular
ly important to the field 
of cryptozoology because 
it can normalize the con
versation. "Halloween is a 
time where people can talk 
about these stories without 
being ridiculed. You know, 
people lose their jobs or 
partners because of their 
experience, and Halloween 
is a way for them to be more 
open about it." 

Since the hotbed of ac
tivity that happened in the 
'70s, the Bridgewater Tri
angle has stil l been active 
in some capacities, with re
ports in 2006 and 2011. 

Coleman is the Director of 
the Cryptozoology Muse
um in Portland, M.E. where 
tapes about the Bridgewa
ter Triangle and other cryp
tozoologist findings are 
located. He's been making 
strides in the cryptozoology 
field since the 1960s. Now, 
he's busy talking about the 
clown crisis on college cam
puses, a phenomenon he's 
been aware of since 1981 
when he coined the term 
"phantom clowns." 
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Review: "22, A Million" and Bon Iver's "Every 28 Hours" project 
new sound comes to Wheaton 
JORDANA JOY '17 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

J ustin Vernon is often known 
for his stoic, reclusive na
ture. Distraught and sick 

with a liver infection in late 2006, 
he packed his things and moved 
into his father's old hunting 
cabin in Medford, W.I. for five 
months to record Bon Iver's de
but, critically-acclaimed studio 
album, For Emma, Forever Ago. 
Released by Jagjaguwar in Feb
ruary 2008, Bon Ive r became 
the unannounced frontrunner of 
modern indie folk. 

In 2012, a short four years af
ter the album's release and a stu
dio EP and another album later, 
Vernon called quits on the band 
after feeling the heat from pop
ular expectations and attention. 

"[I'm] winding it down. I look 
at it like a faucet. I have to turn 
it off and walk away from it be
cause so much of how that music 
comes together is subconscious 
or discovering," he said to Roll
ing Stone. "There's so much at
tention on the band, it can be dis
tracting at times. I really feel the 
need to walk away from it while 
I still care about it. And then if I 
come back to it - if at all - I'll feel 
better about it and be renewed 
or something to do that." 

Vernon instead turned to 
forming a new band for the time 
being, Volcano Choir, which had 
begun as a collaboration be
tween Bon Iver and the band 
Collections of Colonies of Bees. 
With slightly more uplifting, ex
perimental qualities, Vernon 
seemed to have cultivated a 
confidence in exploring the un
known and subconscious that he 
had previously lost. 

On Sept. 30 of this year, Bon 
Iver released their third studio al
bum, 22, A Million, their first re
appearance in the music industry 
in four years. However, this time, 
they are nearly unrecognizable 

Bon Iver's "22, A Million" Credit: pitchfork.com 

and, according to Vernon, lack- vocals and provocative bass. For 
ing any intentional meaning at Vernon, spiritual enlightenment 
all. does not occur in what we see, 

There are a few inklings of but how we react to it: "We find 
the past Bon Iver sound. "29 God and religions to / Staying at 
#Strafford APTS" and "22 {OVER the Ace Hotel/ If the calm would 
SooN)" are looped within a me- allow/ Then I would just be float
lodic electronic buzz interlaced ing to you now / It would make 
with the normal chord progres- me pass to let it pass on / I'm 
sion. This embodies a sense of climbing the dash, that skin." 
place within the album; it is odd- Ultimately, Vernon and the 
ly self-affirming one moment rest of Bon Iver were well-pre
and unsurprisingly alienating the pared to delve into foreign tech
next. niques of music-making, lyrical 

Vernon's sense of place and expression and usage of modern 
purpose in his work has always audio and media in music. Ver
focused on a subconscious state non's musical revelation is one 
rather than the physical, espe- devoid of solution and simplicity; 
cially in Bon Iver's albums. Their rather, he has embraced the dis
music is very rarely stabilized in ruption of both narrative lyricism 
its meaning, but more of how it and logical chord repetition. 
makes someone feel. We, as listeners, find ourselves 

In 22, A Million, Bon Iver ex- riding the ups, downs and various 
plores the subconscious' impact turns that his melodic landscape 
on rejection, revelation and dis- provides us. By listening without 
appointment in religious sym- thinking, we are better able to 
bolism. Songs like "33 'GOD"' understand what Vernon is able 
embraces revelation in its irre- to capture in Bon Iver's new, bril
vocable intensity in its layered liant album. 

Post-Halloween playlist: Let the terror live on 
EMILY BLAY '19 
ARTS AND CULTURE EDITOR 

For those of you still hold
ing onto your Halloween 
dreams, have no fear. 

These four songs will e nable 
the Halloween spirit to live on. 

1) "Thriller" by Michael 
Jackson 

Halloween is a perfect 
excuse to play this song in 
overbearing excess, but seeing 

as it is the work of one of 
the most celebrated artists 
of all-time, feel no shame in 
continuing to play it well into 
November. 

2) "Monster Mash" 
Hailing from the iconic film 

"The Rocky Horror Picture 
Show," this song is probably 
one your parents know. 

3) "Go All the Way [Into the 
Twilight]" by Perry Farrell 

As odd as the title of this 
song sounds, it is infectiously 
catchy. Admittedly, this so:1g is 
on the soundtrack to the first 
"Twilight" film. 

4) "1 ubular Bells" 
"Tubular Bells," other-

wise known as the creepy, 
spine-chilling theme song from 
"The Exorcist." There are many 
versions of this song, so a 
simple YouTube search will do 
the trick. 

MACK JONES '20 
FOR THEW/RE 

M embers of the Wheaton 
community were invited 
to be a part of the "Ev

ery 28 Hours" project in collabo-
ration with the One-Minute Play 
Festival and Trinity Repertory 
Company on Saturday Oct. 22. 
The "Every 28 Hours" project, a 
series of plays, derives its name 
from the statistic that once every 
28 hours, a service official or vig
ilante kills a black individual. 

Two years ago, The One Min
ute Play Festival and the "Every 
28 Hours" project traveled to 
Ferguson, M.O., after the shoot
ing of Michael Brown. In the 
wake of this nationwide tragedy, 
playwrights worked to develop 
conversations among the citi
zens of Ferguson. 

Through the creation of work
shops, several one-minute plays 
were developed, all of which 
were based on what was seen 
and heard by the people of Fer
guson. These plays were pro
duced last year by Trinity Rep
ertory Company in Providence, 
R.I., and the ACT Theatre in Se
attle, W.A. 

This year, the "Every 28 Hours" 
plays are being performed in 
theatres nationwide. Two years 
after the tragedy in Ferguson, 
the conversation has grown ex
ponentially. Since then, the num
ber of black Americans killed by 

service officials or vigilantes has 
severely increased. 

Dominic D'Andrea of the One 
Minute Play Festival and Joe Wil
son, Jr. of Trinity Rep, came to 
Wheaton on Oct. 1 to facilitate 
a five hour workshop and discus
sion with members of Wheaton's 
Theatre and Dance Studies De
partment, faculty, and staff. Six
teen original plays were written 
by Wheaton staff and students 
as a result of this workshop. 

On Oct. 17 and 18, students 
had the opportunity to perform 
their plays at Trinity Rep. Stu
dents participated in the "The 
Every 28 Hours Plays" on Mon
day evening, as well as "The 
One- Minute Play Festival: Our 
Response" on Tuesday. The "Our 
Response" plays were collect
ed from many organizations in 
the Providence area, including 
Wheaton College, University of 
Rhode Island, Community Col
lege of Rhode Island, the South
side Cultural Center, and the 
City of Providence. 

As a culmination of Whea
ton's involvement in the project, 
the response plays and select
ed original Ferguson plays were 
performed in Weber Theatre on 
Saturday Oct. 22. Following the 
plays, Joe Wilson, Jr. led an hour
long discussion regarding social 
change, the Black Lives Matter 
movement and the power of the
atre. 

Tweet of the Week 
Rihanna 

#AhennaVanguard VMAs 
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Virtual Reality technology may have 
• • maJor impact on sports 

LUCAS ROSA '18 
SPORTS EDITOR 

W
hile the world has 
been vastly changed 
by the progress made 

in technology, sports haven't 
exactly been revolutionized 
by advancements in video 
and computer technology. 
When watching an NFL 
game, for instance, fans may 
only notice instant replays, 
Microsoft Tablets for play 
calling, and small equipment 
changes. However, Virtual 
Reality technology may be a 
very different story, as it could 
completely change the way 
that athletes train worldwide. 

It is clear that Virtual Reality 
(VR) technology has many se
rious and applicable uses be
yond simple amusement. As VR 
has become more advanced, it 
has allowed players and coach
es to replicate plays and game 
day scenarios. The remarkable 
thing about VR is that it does 
not put athletes at risk for in
jury. It is so immersive that it 
allows players to realize their 
mistakes due to its seemingly 
real-life replications. 

So far, mostly only college 
football teams have delved 
into the athletic uses of this 
technology. In a story by NBC 
sports, the head coach of Ar
kansas Bret Bielema was quot
ed as saying, "You can sit in a 

A man uses the STriVR headset to play as a quarterback. 
Credit: bbc.co.uk 

chair and take 20 [repetitions) 
of practice and walk through 
plays as if you were on a prac
tice field, it literally changes 
the dynamic of trying to teach 
someone on a learning curve 
in a short amount of time. It al
lows you to process and learn 
the game without actually play
ing." 

According to the Boston 
Globe, the New England Patri
ots have begun to embrace this 
technology-- their team is one 
of only a handful of NFL teams 
to do so. There are obvious im
plications for how VR technolo
gy could effect the fans' expe-

rience as well. If used correctly, 
fans could immerse themselves 
in the field on game day rather 
than watch the game from afar. 

While STriVR labs (a major 
sports VR company) will clear
ly never replace the real expe
rience of playing on a field, it 
will be able make it safer for 
athletes to train for extensive 
periods of time. This technolo
gy will likely expand to the NFL 
rapidly and potentially other 
major sports as well. VR tech
nology may play a major, if not 
vital role in sports in the com
ing decade. 

This VR headset lets the wearer simulate pitching a baseball. Credit: touchstoneresearch.com 

Figure skating club in the 
process of being formed 
RILEY HEIST '18 
WIRE STAFF 

A lthough the art of figure 
skating dates back 
centuries, Wheaton 

College students will have 
to wait just a little bit longer 
before an official on-campus 
club is established. As it 
currently stands, Terryl Fritz 
'18 and Catherine Nevin '19 
are in the process of getting a 
Figure Skating Club approved. 

Both Nevin and Fritz have 
been skating for years and con
sider it a major part of their 
childhood. Ever since coming 
to Wheaton, they have missed 
the sport during the winter
time, and they are excited 
about the possibility of bring
ing figure skating to Norton. 
Fritz said that she has been 
wanting to start this club ever 
since coming to Wheaton in 
2014 but it was not until re
cently that she felt as though 
there was enough interest for 
the club within the community, 
and especially within the fresh
men class, to truly get the club 
started. 

Fritz and Nevin sent out an 
email to the student body ear
ly in October explaining their 
idea of starting a club. They 
proceeded to meet with a 
group of ten students on Oct. 
12 where they discussed the 
policies of the club. Follow-

ing the meeting, eight other 
students approached the two 
leaders about potential inter
est. 

About two weeks ago, Fritz 
and Nevin met with the Di
rector of Student Activities 
Involvement and Leadership 
Office (SAIL) Andrea Holden, 
and now they only need to 
meet with SGA to get the club 
approved. Nevil explained that 
the process has t aken longer 
than she initially thought. "Be
cause we're going to be a club 
sport, and not just a club, there 
are a lot more steps to approv
al than there would be if we 
were just going to be a club on 
campus," Nevil '19 said. 

While Nevil and Fritz eventu
ally want to have figure skating 
competitions, they also empha
size the importance of the club 
being open to everyone - re
gardless of experience or skill 
level. "Mostly this club is just 
for fun. [We want] to let anyone 
who is interested in skating to 
be able to skate," Fritz '18 said. 

The club's primary goal is to 
have as many club members as 
possible. "I want to see some
one who can't skate learn to 
skate," Nevil '19 said. Any in
terest or questions should be 
directed to Terryl Fritz at fritz_ 
terryl@wheatoncollege.edu, or 
Catherine Nevil at nevil_cath
erine@wheatoncollege.edu. 

A female figure skater Credit: iluvesports.com 


