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Donald Trump was officially elected president early Wednesday morning. Credit: lnsideGov 

I A nation in shock: Donald 
{ 

! Trump is president-elect 
l OLIVIA MILNE '18 Florida, Arizona and North Car- tained control of the Senate. 

NEWS EDITOR olina. Many have hypothesized that 

S
tudents gathered in several 
rooms in the Balfour-Hood 
Campus Center last week 

to watch the results of the pres
idential e lection with the rest 
of the country. Donald Trump 
surprised many on Election Day 
when he punched his ticket to 
the White House after a n elec
toral college victory. 

Trump's Nov. 8 victory oc
curred despite many poll fore
cast s, which had predicted his 
Democratic opponent Hillary 
Clinton to win. The Republican 
media personality and business
man will become the 45th Presi
dent of the United States on Jan. 
20 of next year. 

Trump won the office by gain
ing several key swing states and 
their electoral college votes on 
Tuesday night. Trump managed 
to pick up Pennsylvania, Ohio, 

He also won seve ral states this Trump presidency will lead 
which were expected to swing to significantly more Republi
towards the Democrat s, includ- can legislat ion and a sharp shift 
ing Michigan and Wisconsin. in politics from the Obama-era. 
Clinton he rself managed to grab This fact is owed in large part to 
a few swing states, including the continued Republican control 
New Hampshire, Colorado, and of the Senate and House of Rep
Nevada. However, this was not resentatives. 
enough to pull off a win for the Trump gave his victory speech 
Democrats. Instead, the final in the late hours of Election 
electoral college score was 279- Night. "To all Republicans a nd 
228 in favor of Trump. Democrats and independents 

Because of their success in the across this nation, I say it is t ime 
Senate e lections, Democrats as for us to come together as one 
a whole had a better night than united people," he said. He also 
Clinton. The number of senators stressed his belief that the nation 
who a re women of color has now must come together now, and 
quadrupled, and all of them are thanked his family, supporters 
Democrats. Tammy Duckworth, and running-mate Mike Pence. 
Kamala Harris, and Catherine Hillary Clinton gave her con
Cortez Mastro were among cession speech to Trump on mid
those elected in Illinois, Califor- dav Wednesday, congratulating 
nia, and Nevada respectively. her opponent and her 
Despite these gains, however, 
the Republicans have still main- Cont. on page 4 
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Trump's tip of the iceberg 
of suffering: How do we 
heal? 

JORDANA JOY '17 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

I 
t must have been some time 
around 1 a.m., after he had 
squeezed out wins in Ohio 

and Florida. There is nothing to 
reflect on but the details. I had 
stared at the lights outside the 
window for so long that small, 
pulsating orange spots became 
fossilized into my line of site; 
noise was reclusive and timid in 
the hallway where it had once 
been loud and boisterous. I 
pulled and tugged at the frayed 

strings on the underside of the 
pillow that my head rested on. 

Slowly composing myself, I 
asked my girlfriend if Trump 
could take away equal marriage. 
I began to cry. I felt my hands 
become warm and tight beneath 
the pillow. I imagine they were 
white in the knuckles and red in 
the palms. 

I slowly gave into the es
tranged moments of my small
ness. I couldn't 

Cont. on page 3 

Election results met with 
vandalism on campus 

IAN OPALUCH '17 
SENIOR COPY EDITOR 

I 
n a campus-wide email, Pres
ident Hanno acknowledged 
that the Wheaton community 

was likely surprised and divided 
by the election result. With this in 
mind, he e ncouraged stude nts, 
faculty a nd staff to come togeth
er and engage in a productive 
discussion at a previously sched
uled Community Conversation. 

Despite the goals of the Con
versation, there have been a 
number of controversial incidents 
that have occurred after the elec
tion - some of which have even 
allegedly led to the destruction 
of school property. According to 
Sienna Arpi '17, a Senior Resident 
Assistant (SR) in Everett, a bulle
tin board covering Native Heri
tage month was ripped down on 
the morning of Nov. 9. 

Just 1.wo days later, Arpi also 
said that "belittling statements" 
were written on an RA's mirror, 

.and were a llegedly signed "We 
need Change, Trump 2016." 

Arpi st ate d that this isn't the 
first time she's seen vandalism 

in Everett occur. "During the 
month of October, a bulletin 
board about colonization was 
ripped down twice on Everett 
2nd. The RA caught a group of 
male students making fun of the 
board around 2 a.m., but they 
ran away and were never identi
fied." Arpi noted that she thinks 
the frequency of destruction has 
increased since the pre:-idential 
election. 

There have also been several 
accounts of damages in Geb
bie Hall and other surrounding 
buildings in recent weeks. How
ever, Perry Doherty, the Theme 
House Coordinator and the Area 
Coordinator for EEKSGW Quad 
at the Office of Residential Life, 
said she was unable to comment, 
in any capacity, on any incidents 
that occur within residence halls. 

Public Safety said they may 
be able to discuss incide nts that 
have occurred, but that they 
would be unable to comment un
til after the paper we nt to press 
on Sunday. Because of this, it is 
unclear if 

Cont. on page 5 

Inside this issue: Wheaton celebrates Diwali (page 4), marijuana legalized in MA (page 5), Facebook check-in used to 
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From the editor 

T
his past week has been 
heartbreaking. There are 
little words for its expan

siveness. Still, day in and day out, 
we must find a way to maneuver 
through our lives in a progres
sive and productive manner. We 
are to complete work, but many 
are lacking motivation. We are to 
take care of ourselves and oth
ers, and yet we are not 100%. 
We are frightened for ourselves 
and those we love the most. 

Yet, I know that there are 
those who had celebrated 
over Trump's win last Tuesday. 
I know there are those telling 
us to be "less sensitive" and to 
not "whine and complain" that 
our candidate lost. We are told 
that the nation has endured the 
worst before, and will endure 
again. We must give it time. The 
nation's future has never been 
brighter. There has never been a 
better result out of chaos. 

And I know that this exists on 
our campus. We have struggled 
with political polarity with our 

students over the past week; 
those who are told to withhold 
their celebration feel victimized 
and suppressed. Others feel that 
such celebration is in commemo
ration of a new era of visible and 
tolerable racism, xenophobia, 
ableism and sexism. 

The important thing to re
member is that we all voted for 
the whole package of a candi
date. Intent is nothing compared 
to the harm that Trump will per
petuate in his presidential term. 
We will not be able to dismantle 
the polarism in both the nation 
and on campus until we fully rec
ognize the impact and implica
tions of our words and the words 
of our leaders. 

Our words are in no way the
orizing about our disagreements 
with "the other side." We are ex
pressing our frightening future 
realities. This is more than dislike 
or disagreement. Last Tuesday 
night was our lives on a ballot. 

JPJ 

Overheard at Wheaton 
"Have I spread my saltiness over you?" 

"My underwear is on a freight train to hell." 

"If you cancel your plans with your bros to play beer 
pong, is it a ping pong pitch?" 

"Lost in a sea of garbage and Pepto Bismol chewable 
tablets, hm.v are you?" 

"I wake up to nothing but regret and stale food 
crumbs in my bed every morning." 
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Last week in photos: Wheaton protests 
Trump election in MA and RI area 

Boston love Rally, Boston Common (above) Credit: Olivia Milne '18 

Wheaton College Public Safety Log 
SAFETY & SECURITY: Harass
ment/Annoyance 
DATE: Friday Nov. 4, 2016 at 
20:43 
LOCATION: MEADOWS HALL 
EAST 
SUMMARY: RP Reports some 
knocked on her door and when 
she answered they were gone 
but there was an obscene 
sticky note left on door. 

ALCOHOL/DRUGS: Any Alco
hol Violation 
DATE: Friday Nov. 4 at 22:36 
LOCATION: MCINTIRE HALL 

SUMMARY: RA reports beer 
pong party in laundry room. 
SAFETY & SECURITY: Harass
ment/Annoyance 
DATE: Saturday Nov. 5 at 13:08 
LOCATION: OFF CAMPUS 
LOCATION 

SAFETY & SECURITY: Harass
ment/Annoyance 
DATE: Saturday Nov. 5 at 16:54 
LOCATION: OFF CAMPUS 
LOCATION 

MEDICAL: Medical Incident 
Employee 

DATE: Wednesday Nov. 9 at 
19:24 
LOCATION: MEADOWS HALL 
NORTH 
ALCOHOL/DRUGS: Any Drug 
Violation 
DATE: Thursday Nov. 10 at 
13:40 
LOCATION: BALFOUR HOOD 
CENTER 

ALCOHOL/DRUGS: Any Drug 
Violation 
DATE: Thursday Nov. 10 at 
15:40 
LOCATION: CRAGIN HALL 

Have a correction or letter to the editor? Want to 
advertise with us? Send an email to joy _jordana@ 
wheatoncollege.edu, or come visit us! We meet in 
the 1960 Room in Balfour on Tuesdays at 7 p.m. 

E The Wheaton Wire I 7· I www.wheatonwire.com @Wheaton Wire 
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Black Mirror isn't fiction, it's a warning 
ANGELA HYDE '19 

FOR THE WIRE 

The Netflix original series 
Black Mirror released its third se
ries this year in October, giving 
us six new terrifying episodes of 
technical gore and sociopoliti
cal satire. All the episodes were 
equally interesting and ranged 
in a variety of themes: dystopian 
futures, Al-bee's, a social net
work-controlled society and an 
alternate reality haunted house. 
Amongst all that this show pres
ents, what scares me the most 
is how close we are as a culture 
to letting fictional warnings be
come reality. 

The fifth episode of the season 
is titled "Man Under Fire" and 
follows the story of a young man 
enlisted in a future army, one that 
we learn is used to kill beings 
called "Roaches." Roaches are, 
in the first half of the episode, 
monster-like beings with fangs 

and disfigured faces. They're de
scribed as lesser beings, as ani
mals with a "blood disease," who 
would infect the land if they were 
not purged. 

By the end of the episode, we 
and the young man learn not only 
that the Roaches are real, but 
that they're human. 

In this dystopia, the military 
are outfitted with contact-lens
like devices that supposedly help 
them track objects, visualize lay
outs and link up with drones. In 
many ways, they essentially act
ed as an iPhone for your eyes. 
With the main character, the au
dience discovers that the mass 
technology changed what and 
how people saw, as dictated by 
the government. He only discov
ers the truth when his eye-wear 
malfunctions. 

Here we're given a glimpse of 
a future that is terrifyingly close 
to home - the wiping out of hu
man beings because a society 
deems them inferior, like a bug. 

Black Mirror highlights dystopian future Credit: The Independent 

We are told that these "Roaches" 
were being wiped out for their 
"higher rates of cancer," "crimi
nal tendencies," "lower IQ" and 
"sexual deviances." 

"Is that what you want for the 
next generation?" an authority 
figure asks the main character. 
"You're protecting the blood
line." 

We as a nation have elected 
into the White House a man who 
has threatened to fulfill the first 
four steps on the road to geno
cide. Donald Trump has already 
pushed upon the masses the idea 
that power, violence and hate are 
the only responses. How far are 
we from those things becoming 
the only solution? 

Black Mirror gave us a vision of 
a future where we're blinded to 
the humanity of our peers - blind
ed to the fact that they're human 
beings just like us. Don't let this 
be the future, as it is so close to 
becoming, of humanity. 

Trumps tip of the iceberg of suffering: How do we heal? 
Cont. from page 1 

help it. 
For those of us most affected 

by Trump's bigotry, the night had 
fizzled down to something with
out moral code - something larg
er than the academic political 
rhetoric that we had all partici
pated in for the last nine months. 

The re was no more obsess
ing over electoral votes and the 
anticipation of the big 270. For 
some, the counting is over. For 
many more of us, it is just be
ginning. And we are already so 
tired. 
Last week's election results have 
shaken those who are unaware of 
the injustices of this country, and 
further legitimized them to those 
who must live the m every day. 
We have a lot to blame for the 
upcoming state of our country, 
and it is only through recognizing 
the multiple faults in our inten
tions that will allow us to correct 
it on a long, slow road of recov
ery that we all already know will 
come from the next four years. 

First, we must recognize that 
Trump's fascist, racist, xenopho
bic and sexist rhetoric is not a 
joke, nor has it ever been. The 
absurdity of bigotry does not 
ensue hilarity simply because it 
may not apply to you. Making 
America great again by deport
ing Muslims is not foolish; it is 
nationalistic and xenophobic. 
Assaulting women is not normal; 
it is degrading and sexist. 

Many minorities and marginalized people worry for their safety and rights after last week's election results. Credit: Esquire 

We cannot sugar-coat a pres- do not know what to tell their death. not the target of the violence 
idency with hilarity like we did children when they as'< if they Lastly, white people must un- exuded by the Trump campaign. 
with a campaign. President will be deported. Value your fi- derstand the severity of our igno- There are aspects of your pain 
Trump will not be covered in nancial flexibilities whe n those ranee. Throughout this election, (and mine as well) that are theo
Huffington Post's entertainment of the lowe r class must .:hoose we have displayed an inability to retical; we will never experience 
section. Our relations with Rus- between a meal and an electric- _distinguish propaganda and in- it first-hand. Your empathy is not 
sia will not be found under the ity bill, or have to sacrifice the ir formed information; into lerance honest if it results in a height
crosswords any time soon. physical ability because their in- and individuality; fascist rheto- ened sense of righteousness. 

Second, those privileged surance no longer covers their ric and pride for our growth as a Fight these impulsions, and we 
enough to threaten to leave must resources. Feel lucky that you nation. We are allies behind the can fight Trump. We will heal, 
hold themselves accountable by could be able to pass through ambiguous curtain of the voter and we will hold accountable 
choice of staying. As you threat- TSA without being pulled aside booth just as much as we are in those who need to be. 
en to move to Canada, remem- as a threat, or that your expired our actions and words. 
ber the immigrant families who car license will not result in your Remind yourself that you are 
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Wheaton celebrates Diwali -
The festival of lights 

Students celebrate Diwali Credit: Wheaton Global Ed 

KUNZANG TSHERING '17 
MANAGING EDITOR 

Diwali o r Deepavali is the annu
al Hindu fe stiva l of lights in honor 
of Lakshmi, the goddess of fer
t ility and prosperity. This festival 
signifies the victory of light over 
darkness and hope over despair. 
It is celebrated across the world 
by Hindus, Jains, Sikhs and some 
Buddhists. Around 60 members 
of the Wheaton community came 
together to celebrate Diwali on 
Nov. 4 in the Emerson faculty 
dining hall. 

Bhavika Dugar '19, Darshil Ra
thod '19 and Priyata Richy '19 
were responsible for this year's 
Diwali Celebration. The orga
nizers said that they wanted to 
make the freshmen who cele
brated Diwali feel more at home. 
Planning started a month in ad
vance and was funded by the 
Marshall Center, in collaboration 
with Asian Students Association 
(ASA), Center for Global Educa
tion and Office of Service Spiri
tuality and Social Responsibility 
(SSSR). 

Dugar said that they received 
a $1200 budget to fund food for 
80 people, a temple donation for 
the priest atte nding, and sup
plies for decoration a nd activi
ties. She said, "We decided to 
invite faculty and increased the 
budget. They (Marshall Center, 
SSSR) wanted (the event) to hap
pen. They helped us fund it last 
minute and made it easy for us 
(to plan)." 

Those attending were asked to 
take off their shoes and witness 
the prayer and puja, or act of 
worship. President Dennis Han-

no and Mrs. Hanno we re asked to 
light the diya or clay light. Guests 
we re also welcomed with a tilaka 
or re d mark on their forehead, 
a sign of prosperity and auspi
ciousness. Anoushka Agrawal '20 
performed a song to thank God. 

Students then shared how they 
celebrated Diwali at home. Kiki 
Mariam '20 from New Delhi cele
brated by lighting diyas, bursting 
fire crackers and eating Indian 
sweets. Hiren Gupta '20 from 
Mumbai made rangolis, patterns 
on the floor using materials like 
colored sand or rice, and spent 
time with his extended family. 
Shruti Sudarsan '19 from Chen
nai and Dubai said, "I love Diwali. 
There are gorgeous lights and 
delicious food all over the city." 

Dugar who is from Nepal said 
that to her, Diwali was like start
ing a new beginning. It is a time 
when her family gets together to 
embrace everything that god has 
given them. For Rathod, Diwali 
marks end of the financial year 
and is the time to dry out all the 
negative thoughts of the house. 
It is also time to get blessings, 
meet relatives, pray and spend 
time with family. 

Guptil said, "(This event) 
shows our faith in God and was 
also a way of bringing people 
together. I was impressed by the 
inte rest in Indian culture- people 
we re e ngaged in the activities 
and dancing. I want it to be big
ger and have more people next 
time." 

President and Vice President 
of ASA Alice Mo '17 and Hanna 
Thieme '17, said that they ap
proached the organizers in order 
to collaborate on this 1..>vent. Mo 

said, "(Diwali) is a pa rt of Asian 
culture and heritage. This club 
has a reputation of being only 
for East Asians. We want other 
people to be involve d and come 
to us." 

Secretary of ASA Zhuo Chen 
'19 served food and helped set 
up. She said that she learned 
more about Diwali and partic
ipated in the activities at the 
event. Liz Broski '18 said, "It was 
my first time at Diwali. I am hap
py to see so many people from 
different backgrounds. It is inter
esting to learn the cultural sig
nificance of different aspects of 
Diwali." 

The organizers thought the 
event was a success and want
ed to plan an even grander cel
ebration for next year. Rathod 
said, "This is the biggest Diwali 
celebration that has happened 
but we want it to be in a bigger 
space and to be even more inter
active and entertaining." Dugar 
said that they were successful 
with advertising this year and 
had a lot of support. 

Rathod thought that these 
types of events were necessary, 
especially in light of current po
litic.I tensions. "There are peo
ple from different countries, who 
may not be American but every
thing (that is happening) is af
fecting each one of us. We need 
to be thoughtful of what we say 
and do. We need to know more 
about each other's cultures." Du
gar said that as we all lived in the 
Wheaton bubble, it was import
ant to educate each other and 
come together as a community. 

.. . . 

Shooting near California 
voting center leaves one 
dead and two injured 

SARAH GOULD '17 
SENIOR EDITOR 

Last Tuesday, a gunman shot 
and killed a neighbor and injured 
two others near a polling place 
in Azusa, California. The shoot
ing took place around 2 p.m. 
and caused two polling centers, 
where people were voting, to be 
placed on lockdown. The 45-year 
old gunman's name has yet to re
leased. 

According to ABC News, the 
man grabbed at least three of 
his guns, including an assault 
rifle. He then took to the street 
and shot randomly at people and 
cars. The gunman shot and in
jured a woman who was walking 
down the street. He also shot an
other woman who was driving a 
van, causing the van to crash and 
leaving her in critical condition. 
The gunman then walked up to a 
neighbor who had come outside 
to see what was going on, and 
shot and killed him. 

When 

scene, the gunman came out of 
hiding and open fired on them 
with his assault rifle. The officers 
fired back. Fortunately, no offi
cers were hurt. 

The gunman was found hours 
later on the entranceway of a 
nearby home, where he was con
firmed dead. Police officers sus
pect that the gunman died either 
from a police or a self-inflicted 
gunshot wound. 

A recent report by ABC News 
claims that the shooting was 
drug-related and had nothing 
to do with voting or the elec
tion. The gunman was binging 
on drugs and prompted his wife 
and children to leave their home 
on Monday evening. The man's 
wife reported that he was on co
caine but authorities believe he 
may have bee n on methamphet
amine. 

Several details of the shooting, 
including the gunman's motive, 
remain unclear and will be inves
tigated further in the next few 
weeks. 

SWAT team near shooting at polling place Credit: The Desert Sun 

A nation in shock: 
Donald Trump is 
president-elect 

Cont. from page 1 

supporters, "This loss hurts. 
But please, please never stop 
believing that fighting for 
what's right is worth it. It's al
ways worth it. And we need you 
to keep up these fights now 
and for the rest of your lives." 

Trump has a lready begun 
some of t he work that will be 
done in t he next few months to 
t ransit ion power from Barack 
Obama to his himself. Obama 
met with Trump on Nov. 10 
to start this transitional work, 

holding a 90-minute meeting in 
the Oval Office to discuss the 
weeks to come. The meeting 
was described as cordial and 
productive, and many are a nx
ious to hear what Trump's plans 
for his preside ncy are. 

Many a re also wa iting t o hear 
who Trump will appoint t o his 
cabinet , as cabine t members 
have an imme nse power to af
fect policy. Details from t he 
president-elect will continue 
to emerge as inauguration day 
nears in 2017. 

I 
I 



.-

Nrmn Wednesday, November 16, 2016 5 

Election results become personal during Community Conversation 
JORDANA JOY '17 
EDITOR IN CHIEF 

Last Wednesday's Communi
ty Conversation concerning 
an election results from the 

previous night was met with the 
most boisterous, well-attended 
audience thus far. The debrief's 
large attendance had been pre
dicted on Wednesday morning 
and warranted a change in lo
cation from the Faculty Dining 
Room in Emerson Dining Hall to 
Cole Memorial Chapel, accord
ing to President Dennis Hanno. 

Hanno provided introductory 
remarks, reassuring Wheaton's 
administrative goal in remaining 
bipartisan in the student body's 
diverse political affiliations. 
"The results of the election has 
caught everyone off guard," 
said Hanno. "The one thing I 

think is important to start off 
this conversation with is that 
there are different views even 
on this campus, and we need 
to come together in a way that 
is respectful of those different 
views." 

Introductory statements from 
the faculty panel followed, con
sisting of Dean Kate Kenny, 
Provost Renee White, and Pro
fessor of Political Science Brad
ford Bishop. The panel served 
to provide information concern
ing safety at Wheaton, what 
can be improved and political 
knowledge of the factors that 
determined the current presi
dent-elect. 

A majority of the Community 
Conversation mainly provided 
an outlet for students to ex
press their frustrations, con
cerns and fears. "I am not only 

scared for myself, I am scared 
for my friends, my family, my 
neighbors," said Cameron Adel
man '19. "I am scared for people 
of color and queer people, be
cause the candidate we elected 
thinks that it's okay to target 
people who he thinks are lesser 
than himself." 

Some students spoke of their 
undocumented family members 
and friends who fear that their 
United States residency will be 
threatened by the Trump ad
ministration. 

Amongst the feelings of 
shock and resentment also 
came questions that challenged 
the audience's conceptions of 
an America pre-Trump. "One of 
my questions is that is this out
come really shocking to you? 
... This has been happening from 
the get-go," said Fatoumata 

Ballot questions legalize marijuana, 
restrict charter schools in MA 

OLIVIA MILNE '18 
NEWS EDITOR 

W hile many have fo
cused their attention 
on the Presidential 

election for the past week and 
the seismic change Trump's 
election will bring, not as many 
are aware of the ballot ques
tions that were posed in Massa
chusetts. The passage of these 
ballot measures will affect 
the lives of those who attend 
Wheaton and live in Norton in 
the coming years. 

Question 1 on the ballot 
was a question that focused 
on gambling and the expan
sion of gambling in Massachu
setts. Question 1 asked voters 
whether or not an additional 
slot license should be allowed, 
which would allow for the con
struction of a new casino, most 
likely in Revere, Massachusetts. 
The proposed casino would 
have been located adjacent to 
Suffolk Downs, and would have 
contained 1,200 slot machines. 
Nearly all elected officials in 
Massachusetts opposed this 
question, for both economic 
and social reasons. This ques
tion failed afte r nearly 61% of 
vote rs opposed it, according to 
Masslive. 

Question 2 was p robably 
the second most controversial 
quest ion on the ballot this year. 
It proposed the expansion of 
charter schools to include 12 

new schools in Massachusetts. 
These schools are supposed 
to serve as labs of education 
innovation with much less over
sight as public institutions. This 
question was also shot down by 
voters, despite support from 
prominent Massachusetts poli
ticians such as Governor Char
lie Baker. Opponents of the 
question argued that it would 
take away funding from public 
schools, and would only serve 
as a temporary fix to better ed
ucate low-income students in 
the Boston area. 

More successfully perhaps, 
Question 3 passed with little 
difficulty in Massachusetts. The 
measures proposed would reg
ulate farm animal confinement 
in the state, and would also 
place restrictions on products 
brought in from other states. 
This question forces farmers 
to allow animals enclosures in 
which they can stand up, turn 
around, sit down, and move 
their limbs. 

Although this question is 
common sense for supporters 
of animal rights, many farmers 
and lobbyists for the farming in
dustry opposed it. Opponents 
claimed that it would cause the 
prices of foods such as eggs to 
rise fo r consume rs. The pas
sage of t his measure will a lso 
place the same restrict ions 
on food producers from out 
of state who wish to sell their 
goods in Massachusetts. 

The ballot measure that has 
drawn the most attention in the 
state, however, was definitively 
Question 4. Question 4 asked 
voters whether or not they 
wished to legalize marijuana in 
the state. Both the opposition 
and support for this question 
were strong in the weeks lead
ing up to the election, with 
the cannabis industry in oth
er states strongly pushing for 
it and religious organizations 
such as the Boston archdiocese 
pushing back. 

Student organizations at 
college campuses also strongly 
supported the measure. Whea
ton student Krittika Chatterjee 
'18 said, "Massachusetts is a 
relatively liberal state. The peo
ple have been smoking weed. 
Legalization finally gives us the 
means to regulate its use, and 
not only that, but to better 
teach our youth what safe use 
of marijuana looks like.H 

The measure passed with 
a relative ly s lim majority, and 
shops selling marijuana will 
be able to open in January of 
2018. Lawmakers in Boston are 
scrambling to come up with a 
council t o adv~e on regulations 
and rules for the ne~ industry. 
The pass<1ge or failure of a ll of 
these ballot questions will con
tinue to affect towns and cities 
in Massachusetts as their mea
sures are put into place. 

Diallo '19. "And Trump hasn't 
come out of nowhere. It's not 
like, 'yeah, here's this unknown 
racism and unknown prejudice 
that you never knew about.' We 
all knew about it, it's just now 
it's blatantly present." 

Several others vocalized their 
experiences with threats on 
campus during the presidential 
campaign and after the elec
tion results were announced. 
Onestudentannouncedthathe 
had been called several racial 
slurs on campus, while an RA 
addressed the audience about 
an indigenous people's poster 
board that had been torn down 
on Tuesday night. 

Opportunities of activism 
were also discussed during the 
Community Conversation. So
phia Darby '17 challenged the 
transparency of Wheaton's di-

rectory of funds and invited the 
Wheaton community to join her 
at the Lyon's Den from 8-10 p.m. 
that night in order to discuss 
activism and action on cam
pus. Associate Dean Denyse 
Wilhelm mentioned a millennial 
march that could be potential
ly organized as inauguration 
draws nearer. 

The call for community unity 
was a significant trend through
out the debrief session. This 
unity either took the form of 
fighting against the powers at 
bay or bridging the divide be
tween political extremes. "It's 
not just 'us' versus 'them,' it's 
about we," one student said. "If 
we're so divided, then we're no 
better than them." 

Election results met with 
vandalism on campus 

Cont. from page 1 

any of these recent occurrences 
are connected. 

On the night after the elec
tion, Emily Otis '20 penned 
a Facebook post that also 
sparked intense reactions. 
In the post, Otis attached a 
screenshot of an email from a 
Wheaton RA with the caption 
"When your liberal arts school 
preaches equality for every
one except for Republicans. 
The only segregation this elec
tion has created is on behalf of 
those who wanted equality un
til they didn't get their way." 

In the email, the RA wrote, 
in part, "Regardless of what 
you might think your win is a 
loss and a danger to millions. 
Here on this campus you are 
a minority, save your privilege 
for the world beyond [this res
idence hall) because it will not 
be welcomed here." 

The post was shared 12 times 
and received a wide range of 
reactions. Commenters stated 
that- the post should be sent 
"straight to a news outlet" and 
that Otis should "transfe r im
mediate ly." Othe rs, however, 
noted t hat this st atement was 
in no way approved by Whea
ton College. 

A final cont roversy came 
from the UWC Davis Interna
tional House, after they post
ed two signs outside - one la-

beled "Not My President" and 
another labeled "Davis United 
Against Hate." On Saturday 
night, the sign labeled "Not 
My President" went missing in 
what was likely another act of 
vandalism. 

House members noted that 
the signs were in no way ques
tioning the legitimacy of the 
election. Instead, they de
scribed the signs as actively 
combating against the tone 
of the president-elect, which 
goes against the culture of 
acceptance and unity that Da
vis House promotes and rep
resents. 

Davis house member Jen
ish Amatya expanded on this 
idea, explaining that "We are a 
house with a mission statement 
that puts education in the fore
front to unite people, culture 
and nations for a peaceful and 
sustainable future. What unity, 
or what acceptance of di;,,ersity, 
does this presidency reflect?" 

On Sunday, Trump said he 
will deport at least two million 
illegal immigrants "immediate
ly" afte r he becomes the pres
id~nt. In addition, he has previ
ously said t hat Muslims should 
"absolutely" have to register in 
a database. 

When asked if his hypothet
ical Muslim database was simi
lar to how Jews had to register 
in Nazi Germany, Trump said, 
"You tell me." 
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Coffee with ... Chaplain 
~Bernard Hinckley 

KATE WILKINSON '17 
FEATURES EDITOR 

'N
hen College Chaplain 
Bernard Hinckley heard 
the news of the election 

re:sults, he felt an indescribable 
pit in his stornach."Realizing 
th,,t half the country voted for 
fir,, I'm still trying to wrap my 
head around that. but I'll also 
take comfort that Donald Trump 
is human, and I hope that our 
sys•em of checks and balances 
[ensures] that he'll only be the 
pre~ident for four years or eight 
years," he said. 

Hinck1ey found it challenging 
to explain to his two daughters, 
9 and 12, how Donald Trump had 
won the electoral vote, but not 
the popular one. 

"The hardest thing I had to 
do on Wednesday morning was 
explain to my daughters that 
Trump won, but Hillary won the 
popular vote," he said. "As I look 
at my daughters, and I look at the 
other females here on campus, 
I'm concerned. Because I think 
the character of your leader 
should matter." 

Hinckley uses his faith to help 
come to terms with the election
results and seek ways to move 
forward. 

"Our nation sometimes does 
things that I cannot understand. 
As a person of faith, I pray that 
hopefully wisdom and discern
ment will fall upon the Presi
dent-elect and those who he 
nominates. I pray that respect 
and compassion falls upon us so 
we see each other as people," he 
!aid. 

In his role as the College Chap
lain, he explains this ever-ex
panding conversation of talking 
to people different from himself 
with the hope in mind of coming 
up with answers. 

"I also need to learn things 
from the people who I disagree 
with the most politically or reli
giously, because I do think they 
have something to teach me," 
Hinckley said. "And I've learned 
that they have some good things 
to teach me, and they also have 
some things that I look at and say 
'okay you've taught me some
•.hing, and you've taught me that 
Nho I am as a person, I'm okay 
with.'" 

As he continues his jol.,, he 
hopes to be a resource to all stu
dents regardless of their faith. 

"I want to help students ex
plore their faith in a way that's 
meaningful and can help them in
tegrate what they learn. How do 
you take what you learn and inte-

Hinckley with his daugthers. 
Credit Kate Wilkinson '17 

grate it with what you're lear,,ing 
here?" Hinckley said. "Working 
with people, help them continue 
to live out their faith as best as 
possible and to hopefully have 
an impact for the betterment of 
society.· 

With a unique campus such as 
Wheaton, he hopes to appeal to 
students by listening to them and 
helping them define how faith 
plays into their day-to-day life. 

"As our society is changing, 
your generation has a lot to 
teach us about if you're going to 
be involved in faith, why? What 
are you looking for? To bring 
that back into any institution, we 
need to be out in the communi
ty," Hinckley said. 

Being involved in ministerial 
work for 17 years, and working 
with the the Trinitarian Congre
gational Church on Pine Street, 
he finds himself still learning new 
things each day. 

"The older I get, I realize that 
I have two absolute truths that 
work for me. First, there is a god, 
and I'm not it. Everything after 
that: let's talk and explore," he 
said. 

With the line of work Hinckley 
is in, he gets to see people at 
their happiest moments, as he 
helps families welcome babies 
into the family, and at their sad
dest moments, as he helps peo
ple cope with the loss of their 
loved one. Ultimately, he finds 
the best help in the hardest of 
times to be laughter. 

"The ability to laugh in times 
of crisis and sorrow can, for some 
people, seem sick and twisted, 
but for me, sometimes if you 
can't laugh then - you know," he 
said. "We're only given today, so 
let's try and enjoy today as much 
as possible, because there's no 
guarantee of tomorrow. And 
when we wake up tomorrow, we 
rise all over again." 

1J1caturcs 
Using Facebook check-in to protest the 

Dakota Access Pipeline 
TAYLOR BISSON '19 

FOR THE WIRE 

Over the past few months, 
social media has been 
plastered with news -

of the ongoing protest of the 
Dakota Access Pipeline. This 
massive oil pipeline that is 
planned to be built through 
Standing Rock Indian reservation 
in North Dakota and would span 
through four states. 

The Sioux tribe of Standing 
Rock has taken a stand against 
the construction and has recent
ly been subjected to violent at
tacks by local law enforcement. 
Over 200 tribes have gathered 
to protest the pipeline, which 
would disturb Sioux lands as well 
as pollute the Missouri River if 
the pipeline were damaged. 

The self identified "water pro
tectors" would lose their main 
source of drinking water if this 
were to happen. In a recent re
sponse to the pipeline's con
struction, a trend has appeared 
that consists of any Facebook 
user "checking-in" at Standing 

Rock in a show of solidarity with 
those whose lives have been af
fected. 

By "checking-in" at Standing 
Rock, protesters of the pipeline, 
wherever they may be, hope to 
confuse the local authorities by 
targeting specific people as well 
as showing solidarity with those 
that are there. 

The claim of those checking-in 
is that the local authorities can
not trace everyone who claims 
to be protesting, so it will theo
retically be harder to hurt those 
who are. The Morton County 
Sheriff's Department has re
sponded to these attempts on 
their Facebook page by stating 
that it "does not follow Facebook 
check-ins for the protest camp or 
any location.'' 

Regardless of the statement 
made by the Sheriff's Depart
ment, over one million Facebook 
users have checked-in at Stand
ing Rock, many adding hashtags 
such as "#NoDAPL, #Waterlslife, 
and #StandwithStandingRock." 
Social media has been an import
ant tool for activists and many 

students here at Wheaton have 
checked-in as well. 

When asked why she chose 
to check-in on Facebook, soph
omore Samantha Kelly '19 said 
she " ... wanted to stand in solidar
ity with the water protectors in 
Standing Rock and try to help in 
a small way." She also donated to 
the cause to help with any legal 
fees that result from the arrests 
made on protesters. 

Although checking in on Face
book may seem like only a small 
contribution, the support flood
ing from across the globe is not 
going unnoticed. More and more 
high profile public figures are 
speaking out against the pipe
line. 

Famous names such as Mark 
Ruffalo, Shailene Woodley, Rev. 
Jesse Jackson and Rosario Daw
son are some of the many celeb
rities supporting the Sioux in this 
time of need. By drawing as much 
attention to this issue, Facebook 
users and humanitarians alike 
hope to illuminate the injustices 
being committed against the 
Sioux tribe of Standing Rock. 

Don't Panic: Trumpsgiving can be avoided 

Audrey Dubois '17 and Henry 
Gould '20 Credit: Courtney 
Roque '17 

AUDREY DUBOIS '17 AND 
HENRY GOLD '20 

WEB EDITOR AND FOR THE 
WIRE 

Dear Audrey and Henry, 
How do I talk to my parents 

about the election at Thanksgiv
ing?/the holidays? 

- Turkey With Cold Feet???? 

Dear Turkey, 
If you don't want to talk to your 

family, avoid eye contact. The 
best way to do that is the stay 
in another room. Of course, they 
could always move to where to 
where you are and try to engage 
in political discourse, so perhaps 
your safest bet is to stay outside 
of the house. Then again, it's 
very cold outside at this time of 
the year. Walk down the road un-

ti/ you reach a local bowling al
ley. The TVs at the bowling alley 
might be playing political news
casts, so when no one is looking, 
switch it to football, or the Mys
tery Science Theatre 3000 Tur
key Day Marathon. Take a deep 
breath, and feel that you are sur
rounded by love (for bowling). 
Whisper to yourself, "This might 
be the happiest Thanksgiving 
I've ever had." Stay until the alley 
closes for the night. 

-Audrey 

Dear Turkey, 
If I'm being honest I think ev

eryone in America has left aside 
10 minutes to talk about the 
election at thanksgiving dinner. 
However, those conversations 
will vary depending on the fam
ily. So if you have a hard con
versation ahead of you I recom
mend reminding your loved ones 
of the 10 minute cap and make 
sure you're not just drinking wa
ter. Or you can always help pre
pare the meal, it basically gives 
you a free pass to do whatever 
and excuse yourself from any 
other activity for the rest of the 
weekend. Happy Turkey Day. 

- Henry 

Dear Audrey and Henry, 
What do I do when I want a 

waffle but the machine is taking 

18 years to warm up? 
- Ahhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh

hhh 

DearAhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh~ 
Read a book. Take a walk. 

Learn a new instrument. Trav
el the world. Meet the person 
of your dreams. Get married at 
a lovely June wedding. Have a 
couple of kids. Decide that liv
ing in the city is too stressful for 
you, so lease a house built in the 
1890s, just on the edge of the 
countryside, overloc, '<ing an or
chard of apple trees. Wake up 
every morning, staring out the 
window as the sun creeps out 
over the distant horizon, and say 
"This is the life I was after." By 
that point, you probably won't 
even want a waffle! 

-Audrey 

DearAhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh~ 
Waffles are so 2009. What I 

normally do if there's a line at 
the omelet bar at chase is grab 
!>vme sausage patties and an 
egg sandwich. It's a nice little 
DIY egg mcmuffin. Waffles are 
basicly a trache of carbs, the 
best way to start your day and 
kickstart your metabolism is 
some protein. 

- Sincerely, the guy who did 
the freshman 15 in his junior 

year of high school. 

'I 

I 
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"Vanya and Sonia and Masha and Spike" finally 
takes main stage 

EMILY BLAY '19 
ARTS AND CULTURE EDITOR 

// H e can't hear me. Do 
yo u have a gong or 
a nything?" asked 

t he character of Masha in a 
line that captures the signature 
style of humor laced t hrough
out the America n playwright 
Christopher Durang's "Van
ya and Sonia and Masha and 
Spike." 

The fall main stage theatre 
production, directed by Profes
sor of Theatre David Fox, pre
miered this past Thursday Nov. 
10 at 8 p.m. in Wheaton's Dor
othy Littlefield Weber Theatre 
located within the Watson Fine 
Arts building. 

Christopher Durang's com
edy originally premiered on 
Broadway in 2013 a nd went on 
t o win t he Tony Award for Best 
Play that same year. 

Centered on t he lives of t hree 
siblings all re united in their 
childhood home, the p lay puts 
forth scenes of strikingly famil
iar family bickering and strife. 
The characters Vanya and So
nia, who are brother and sister, 
live together in what was once 
their parents' home. Masha, 

their siste r, on the othe r hand, 
has managed to esca pe their 
homet own in orde r t o pursue 
an acting career . 

Whe n Masha returns ho me 
with he r significantly younger 
boyfriend Spike, family ten
sions rise to new heights. The 
bond between the three sib
lings is ultimately tested when 
Masha, who pays the bills for 
Vanya and Sonia, threatens to 
sell their childhood home. 

The plot also features the 
characters of Nina, a young 
woman in whom Spike takes in
terest, and Cassandra, the psy
chic housekeeper. 

Wheaton's adaptation of the 
play stars Samuel Hickson '17 
as Vanya, Anastasia Tammen 
'17 as Sonia, Courtney Roque 
'17 as Masha, Lorenzo Condemi 
'19 as Spike, Ebony Nefertiti 
Kennedy '19 as Cassandra and
Christine Evers '19 as Nina. 

The setting of the p lay is, 
as the p laybill states, "a lovely 
fa rmhouse in Bucks County," 
and the entirety of t he show 
takes place within the sitting 
room of t he home. The mini
malist set of basic wicker furni
ture, a rocking chair, a fireplace, 
windows, curtains, a door and 

Anastasia Tammen '17 (left), Samuel Hickson '17 (center) and Courtney Roque '17 (right) star in the 
play that premiered last Friday. Credit: Michael Kristy, Arts at Wheaton 

a staircase was designed by 
Associate Professor of Theatre 
Design Clinton O'Dell. 

Frequent references to the 
work of 19th cent ury Russian 
playwright Anton Chekov play 
a vital role within t he p lay. Che
kov's plays the "The Seagull," 
"Three Sisters" and "Uncle Van
ya" were all mentioned in pass
ing, and it is from these plays 
that the names of the three 
siblings are derived. Though 
knowledge of Chehov's work 
would certainly serve to en-

hance specific understanding 
of "Vanya and Sonia," a lack of 
such knowledge does not di
minish enjoyment or blind audi
ences to overall themes. 

Though the p lay is a comedy, 
there are several dark themes 
explored in juxtaposition to co
medic relief. One such example 
is the ultimate frustration of 
Vanya in realizing his slipping 
faith in the world exclaiming, 
"I don't think much is articulate 
in the world anymore." Anoth
er such theme is attributed to 

Sonia and Masha's realization 
upon reflection that they feel 
their lives have been utterly 
wasted. 

In the midst of the world's 
recent chaos, the play provid
ed a space in which to take a 
step back and remember to do 
something basically human: to 
smile. 

"Vanya and Sonia and Masha 
and Spike" will continue to run 
this coming weekend with per
formances on Thursday Nov. 17 
at 8 p.m. and Friday Nov. 18. 

"Drop the Mic: Urban Political Issues" one of many 
student-led discussion initiatives on race 

iSPEAK 

.. 
ISpeak logo Credit: iSpeak 
Facebook 

KATE HUMPHREY '17 
WIRE STAFF 

0 
n Thursday Nov. 3, 
TWAP House and iSpeak 
presented "Drop the 

Mic: Urban Political Issues" in the 
Lyon's Den. Centered on spoken 
word poetry, the event aimed to 
shed light on racial tensions in 
the U.S. 

Akrofi Akotiah '18, the house 
manager of TWAP House, along 
with other house members, felt 
that given America's current po
litical climate and the crucial role 
race plays in voting, there was no 
better time to tackle such issue 
in a community setting. 

Prior to "Drop the Mic," mem
bers of TWAP and iSpeak held a 
workshop, which concentrated 
on the process of powerfully and 
purposefully scripting words. The 
workshop also focused on cre
ating a sense of unity between 

each group, being on the same 
page and leaving the audience 
with an amalgamated message. 

Not only has the current politi
cal atmosphere made race an im
portant topic, but so has the cul
tural appropriation that occurred 
during the Halloween season. 
There is a fine line between ap
preciation and appropriation, as 
Akotiah pointed out. Events like 
"Drop the Mic" instill hope that 
more people will learn to be cul
turally sensitive. 

If there was Or¥' thing Akotiah 
hoped people would take away 
from "Drop the Mic," it would 
be an understanding of race. 
Akotiah wanted the audience. to 
understand what race means to 
people of color in America and 
that understanding each other's 
perspectives is the only way to
ward progress. "To gain aware
ness, know your privilege," he 
said. 

In addition to "Drop the Mic," 
Akotiah hopes to bring more 
events to Wheaton that focus 
on race discussions. For exam
ple, TWAP and Renaissance 
House presented the documen
tary "13th" on Thursday Nov. 
10. "13th," in reference to the 
Thirteenth Amendment of the 
United States Constitution, ex-

plores the thesis tnat the mass 
incarceration of racial minorities 
in American prisons is a modern 
day extension of slavery. 

Akotiah's aspiration is for a 
higher presence of students at 
these events, which will in turn 
encourage discussions of race. 

Tweet of the Week 
BlacChyna 0 

Cobb Salads are 

1 
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Women's and Men's Soccer in NEWMACs 

RILEY HEIST '18 
WIRE STAFF 

T
he sixth-seeded Wheaton 
College women's soc
cer team defeated the 

third-seeded Babson Beavers 
1-0 during the quarterfinals 
of the NEWMACs. The game 
took place on Nov. 1 and start
ed with Babson taking control, 
d'ttempting multiple shots on 
Wheaton goalie Leanne Wolf 
'19. 

However, during the 74th 
minute, captain Brooke Collard 
'17 headed the ball into the 
goal off of a perfectly placed 
corner kick from Carly Costello 
'18. The game ended 16 min
utes later with a win for Whea
ton that clenched the Lyon's a 
spot in the semifinals on Satur
day, Nov. 5. 

Captain Megan Healy '18 said 
that her team had the determi
nation to make it all happen for 
them. "With Babson knocking 
us out of the semifinals in the 
NEWMACs last year, we went 
into the game knowing this was 
our second chance. For us, it 

was our time for revenge. We 
played with a lot of heart that 
game, knowing it was our turn 
to knock Babson out of the 
NEWMACs," Healy said. 

The Wheaton Lyons played 
against MIT during the semifi
nals in Worcester, MA. While 
the MIT Engineers dominated 
offensively on the field, the 
Wheaton Lyons put up a tough 
defensive fight. MIT had 15 
shots on goal while Wheaton 
had one. 

MIT scored its first goal 
during the first half at 25:23 and 
later scored its second goal in 
the second half at 83:29, finish
ing the game with a 2-0 win over 
the Wheaton women's soccer 
team. The loss meant the end 
of the season for the Lyon's. 
They finished their season with 
an overall record of 14-6-2. 

Reflecting on their season, 
the players were discouraged 
about the loss, but they were 
adamant about seeing the 
positives that came out of the 
season. "It was disappointing 
to lose in the semifinals and 
not be able to reach our overall 

goal but our team made huge 
improvements this season," 
Costello said. 

Costello went on to note 
that, as a junior, she was excit
ed to see what her final season 
would bring next fall; howev
er, it was clear that the Lyon's 
would miss their seniors. "We 
all wish them the best with their 
future. They have made a huge 
impact to this program, and 
they have been great mentors 
to our team," Costello said. 

The Wheaton College men's 
soccer team competed against 
the United States Coast Guard 
Academy team. Wheaton went 
into the game as the fourth
seed while Coast Guard was 
seeded fifth. With only 22 sec
onds on the clock, the Coast 
Guard Bears seized the first 
goal with a breakaway coming 
from the opposite end line. 

Less than nine minutes lat
er, Louis Chavez '18 crossed 
the ball to Roni Diniz '20 who 
scored his 14th goal of the sea
son. Kevin Davis '17 scored the 
second and third goal of the 
game, which won the game for 

Wheaton Women's Soccer defeated Babson Beavers, but lost to MIT Engineers. Credit: Keith Nordstrom 

the Lyons 3-1. 
With the win against Coast 

Guard, Wheaton men's soccer 
advanced to the semifinals, 
which was played on Satur
day, Nov. 5 against the Babson 
Beavers. Within minutes of the 
start of the game, the Beavers 
scored; but 11 minutes later, 
Amara Sesay '18 drilled the ball 
to the back of the net, tying the 
game 1-1. The score remained 
even, forcing players to go into 
double overtime. 

For the past two years, Whea
ton has lost to Babson in the 
NEWMACs; with that in mind, 
the men were determined not 
to let it happen again. With the 
stands full of blue, and the mo
tivation to win embedded in the 
players' hearts, Wheaton came 
out dominating the field during 
double overtime. Diniz scored 
off a rebound of Sesay's shot 
with 6:17 remaining to clinch 
things for the Lyons. 

Looking back, the players 
contribute their success not 
only to their skills as a team, but 
also to their fans in the stands. 
"We have never played in an 
atmosphere like that. Between 
the support coming from our 
Wheaton fans and our determi
nation to beat Babson on their 
home turf, it was impossible for 
us to lose," captain Sean Hurl
burt '18 said. 

The win against Babson 
pushed the Lyons to advance to 
the NEWMAC Championship in 
which the men went up against 
the Springfield College Pride. 
With a crowd of fans even big
ger than that at the game the 

Amara Sesay '18 Credit: Wheaton 
Lyons Twitter 

previous day, the Lyons came 
out with the determination to 
win. While the Wheaton men 
stayed motivated, the calls 
made were not in the Lyons' 
favor. 

18 minutes into the game, 
Wheaton had a penalty called 
on them inside the box, which 
resulted in a penalty kick for 
Springfield. Springfield's Brad 
Deckel shot and scored in the 
bottom left corner of the net. 
10 minutes later, Springfield 
scored on themselves when 
attempting to deflect Sesay's 
free kick away from the goal, 
tying the score 1-1. 

Despite the Lyons' best ef -
fort, Springfield went on to 
score two more goals, one at 
the end of the first half and 
one 10 minutes before the end 
of the game. The 3-1 loss for 
Wheaton ended the 2016 sea
son for men's soccer. 

Belichick sets double standard with his letter to Trump 
LUCAS ROSA '18 
SPORTS EDITOR 

President-elect Donald 
Trump read a letter to 
New Hampshire voters 

on Nov. 7, claiming that New 
England Patriots head coach 
Bill Belichick had endorsed him. 
Belichick refused to answer 
questions about the letter in 
::i press conference but later 
reported that the letter was 
non-political in nature. 

The NFL head coach has a 
very specific mantra within 
his players' locker room: "Do 
Your Job." Not only are players 
expected to do their job on 
the football field, but they are 
"xpected to do it off the field as 

well. This even includes giving 
generic and uncontroversial 
answers to the media to avoid 
causing any team distractions. 
Players who have diverged 
from this model and who speak 
to the media often do not stay 
on the team for very long. This 
has been seen with many vocal 
players including Randy Moss 
and potentially Jamie Collins. 

Yet, Bill Belichick apparently 
wrote a letter to Donald Trump 
prior to the election. Trump 
read parts of it which said, "You 
have dealt with an unbelievable 
and slanted media, and have 
come out beautifully. You've 
proved to be the ultimate 
competitor and fighter Your 
leadership is amazing. I have 

always had tremendous respect 
for you, but the toughness 
and perseverance you have 
displayed over the past year 
is remarkable. Hopefully 
tomorrow's election results will 
give the opportunity to make 
America great again." 

While Belichick may not 
have intended for the letter 
to have been read aloud, it is 
clear that he is not avoiding 
controversy in the way that he 
dictates his players do. To write 
a letter like that in the midst 
of one of the most heated and 
divisive elections of all-time 
is polarizing. While Belichick 
may be able to stop this from 
becoming a team distraction, 
it does set a bit of a double 

standard when it comes to how 
he is allowed to express himself 
and how his players are allowed 
to express themselves. 

An annoyed Belichick initially 
refused to answer questions 
about the letter at a press 
conference on Nov. 9. Belichick 
evaded questions by simply 
stating the name of the city in 
which the Patriots were set to 
play: Seattle. He said it over 
and over, growing visibly more 
annoyed with each question. If 
Belichick does not want these 
kinds of non-football questions 
to be raised, he should not have 
brought this sort of controversy 
to the team. The incident 
ultimately may not be a huge 
issue within the locker room, as 

Belichick stated that the letter 
was purely one of friendship 
and not politically related. 

Firstly,Belichick's explanation 
seems suspicious due to 
the content of the letter, 
and secondly, he should not 
hypocritically partake in such 
polarizing acts if he is going 
to demand his players not to 
express themselves. He may in 
fact be the greatest NFL coach 
of all-time but that does not 
mean he is perfect, especially 
concerning the double 
standard that he has continued 
to create between himself and 
his players. 


