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Wheaton reassesses Title
IX policy concerning
faculty members
OLIVIA MILNE '18
NEWS EDITOR

t a recent faculty meeting,
members of the college's
Title IX compliance team
shared that they are working on
revising and editing the college's
policies for faculty members who
commit assaults. The recent investigation from the Department
of Justice caused Wheaton to
make many changes to its policies for students. However, faculty policies have remained unchanged until now.
The Wheaton staff who are
working on these changes include Director of Title IX Compliance Rachael Pauze '07, Deputy Coordinator Kersti Alice Yllo
and Assistant Vice President of
Human Resources Omaira Roy.
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Five student speakers address audience on international student protests. Credit: Joey Batson '19

The changes being made to the
policy for faculty members are
very similar to those that were
made to the student policy this
summer.
"Ideally, if we could have one
process and one policy, that's
the gold star, so there's no confusion," said Pauze. HSo what
we did is we tackled the student
policy over the summer, and now
it's prompting us to look at the
faculty and staff policy."
According to Pauze, the
changes being made are largely
to streamline the policy. It is being organized and consolidated
in order to be more user-friendly
for those who have experience
assaults as well as

Greek Cultural Association
show-cases international
Unicorns, porn and
importance of student protets BDSM: QTPOC event
JORDANA JOY '17
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

II

Today,

we look back
in order to look forward," said Nefeli
Custer '19, beginning the International Social and Political Activism Across College Campuses
event last Thursday in Knapton
Lecture Hall.
Hosted by the Greek Cultural
Association and in collaboration
with Global Ed's International
Education week, the event was
held in commemoration of the
Greek revolutions against the
military dictatorship, which held
power from 1967 - 1974. The
event showcased five different
speakers.
"We must draw our own conclusions and we must form our
own opinions now, today, so we

can figure out what to do in order
to create a world that we want to
live in," Custer said, acknowledging the diversity of opinions and
backgrounds in the audience.
After the introduction, Custer
began the event by discussing
the revolutions in Greece started
by the student rebel group. After Greece's liberation from Nazi
Germany in 1944, the military
coup Junta gained control of the
Greek government through strategically occupying the capital
city Athens. 10,000 people were
arrested.
During its reign, the coup censored media coverage and literature, including books by Socrates
and Mark Twain. An estimate of
3,500 people suspected of opposing political beliefs were detained and tortured.
On Nov. 14, 1973 students

barricaded themselves within a
self-constructed radio station
within Athens Polytechnic, which
illegally broadcasted their political messages to the whole of the
city. During the early morning of
Nov. 17, the government sent a
tank crashing into the gates of
the Polytechnic.
"What would you do? Would
you fight for your human rights,
or would you sit silently and do
nothing?" Custer said.
Clara Colas '19 followed with
the student protests of May 1968
in France. Students were frustrated with Fr,mce's outdated university system anJ opportunities
for graduate students, calling for
radical political change.
Protests and labor strikes began at Sorbonne University oci
Cont. on page 4

Cont. on page 4

discusses queer theory
TOM FENU '19
OPINION EDITOR

TPOC (Queer and Trans
People of Color) and the
WIIH (Wheaton Institute
for Interdisciplinary Humanities)
hosted a presentation on Monday, Nov. 14 at 5 p.m. in the Ellison Lecture Hall in Watson led
by Sam/Marie-Helene Bourcier,
queer activist and sociologist.
The presentation was entitled
"The Triangle and the Unicorn,"
two symbols which characterize
certain aspects of the LGBTQIA+
community.
Bourcier is a self-proclaimed
"baby of French poststructuralism" and one of the first people

Q

to ever introduce queer theory
in France, a country viewed by
many, including him, as very late
regarding LGBTQIA+ issues. Today, he lives in Paris and teaches
queer studies at the University of
Lille Ill.
His presentation covered many
aspects of queer culture. Some
of these included queer people
and the professional world, the
evolution of institutionalized
"queer-phobia" and the emergence of movements such as
post-porn, poststructuralism and
trans-feminism. To support many
of his arguments, Bourcier used
examples from the works of

Cont. on page 5
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Letter to the editor: Friendly
discussion with President
Dennis Hanno
week ago President Dennis Hanno invited new
employees of Wheaton
College to his house. I was one
of them. When I was leaving the
house Mr. Hanno, with a smile on
his face said, "Now you have to
go back with your journalism."
I thanked him for his support
and I told him that my priorities
are supporting my kids and enjoying my free time with my lovely grandson. His wife, Mrs. Sue
Hanno liked my answer and my
grandson's curly hair.
A dozen or more new employees from different departments
of Wheaton College were guests
of Mr. and Mrs. Hanno. They
cordially offered us a delicious
breakfast and, most importantly, a family conversation atmosphere.
Everyone introduced him or
herself in a brief statement. Mr.
Hanno was so interested in listening to everyone and opened
to new ideas on how to make our
college a better place for new
students. He himself was just
returning from a trip to India.
He told us that a few years ago
nobody knew anything about
Wheaton College, but now, as he
said, "...we are able to bring to
Wheaton about 20 new students
from India"
I am new at Wheaton, but I
have recognized the diversity
of the students who come from
different countries of the world.
This is a huge achievement at our
college and, frankly, I think this
comes as a result of this friendly
atmosphere which shines even
into Mr. Hanno's house.
When Mr. and Mrs. Hanno

A
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s we approach the cusp of
Thanksgiving break, there
are many of us nervously
anticipating dinner conversations and feeling the blunt force
of Aunt Peggy's racist mutterings and Grandpa Tony's sexist
screeches.
Family reunions and gatherings can be difficult, especially

when we are not similar to them
in any way. Someone, somewhere
is bound to be feeling alienated
amongst the sea of mashed potatoes and mountains of turkey.
However, we know that there
are more difficult, trying times
ahead of us: the slow, steamboat chug upwards through finals week. The few bright weeks

of fall have dissipated with the
last of the falling leaves, and the
warmer days are officially behind
us.
However, there is beauty in
these hectic, quiet moments. I
try to revel in their smallness.

JPJ

Wheaton College Public Safety Log
MEDICAL: Medical Incident
DATE: Friday Nov. 11, 2016 at

30 minutes.

dent very dizzy.

18:13

LARCENY-THEFT: Larceny From
a Person
DATE: Monday Nov. 14, 2016 at
15:50
LOCATION: WALLACE LIBRARY
SUMMARY: Student reports metal box is missing from where she
left it.

SAFETY & SECURITY: Harassment/Annoyance
DATE: Tuesday Nov. 15, 2016 at
23:38
LOCATION: MEADOWS HALL
EAST

LOCATION:

CHASE

DINING

HALL
Reporting part is
with student who is having issue
seeing and advised this student
does have periodic seizures. No
medical transport by rescue. Student's friend is taking her to Sturdy Hospital for evaluation. AC Oncall Peltola notified.

HAZARD: Safety Hazard
DATE: Monday Nov. 14, 2016 at

ALCOHOL/DRUGS: Medical Inci-

LOCATION: OUTDOOR TENNIS

dent Alcohol Related
DATE: Saturday Nov. 12, 2016 at
02:11
LOCATION: METCALF

COURTS

SUMMARY:

President Dennis Hanno (left)
and Sami Milloshi (right) Credit:
Sarni Mi/loshi

were expressing their gratitude
for Wheaton College that provides that beautiful house for
them, they were humble enough
to consider themselves as a part
of big crowd of all students
and staff at Wheaton. I was impressed by their gratitude and
humbleness. This might be the
reason why I liked the story of
when a year ago Mrs. and Mr.
Hanno opened the door of their
house for two unexpected guest,
two Chinese students, who spent
a wonderful night with Hanno
family during Christmas time.
Sometimes, some informal
meetings are more efficient than
formal ones. I think that meeting
with Mr. Hanno at his house was
one of the occasion. Thank you
sir Hanno!
Sami Milloshi
Department of Building

Services
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16:51

ALCOHOL/DRUGS: Medical Inci-

dent Alcohol Related
DATE: Saturday Nov. 12, 2016 at

23:08

SUMMARY: The lockbox associated to gain access to turn the lights
on at the tennis court is broken.
The officer almost received an injury. The hinge is broken and the
door panel that goes upwards
does not stay in place and falls.
Work order 51600 submitted.

LOCATION: CLARK HALL

MEDICAL: Medical Incident
DATE: Thursday Nov. 17, 2016 at

15:24
LOCATION: WATSON
SUMMARY: Mass. State Police

report receiving a 911 call of a
person who fell on the sidewalk
between Watson and Peacock
Pond. Injuries unknown. Norton
Communications also called to
report that they are sending a rescue. Report is that the person is a
71 year old woman.
ALCOHOL/DRUGS: Any Drug Vi-

olation
ALCOHOL/DRUGS: Any Drug Vi-

DATE: Thursday Nov. 17, 2016 at

ALCOHOL/DRUGS: Any Drug Vi-

olation

16:18

olation

DATE: Monday Nov. 14, 2016 at

LOCATION:

DATE: Saturday Nov. 12 at 23:36
LOCATION: EVERETT HALL

21:52

WEST

LOCATION: EVERETT HALL
SUMMARY: Report of marijuana

SUMMARY: Strong smell of marijuana coming from the 4th floor of
Meadows West

ALCOHOL/DRUGS: Medical Incident Alcohol Related
DATE: Sunday Nov. 13, 2016 at
00:53
LOCATION: MEADOWS HALL
NORTH
MEDICAL: Medical Incident
DATE: Sunday Nov. 13, 2016 at

23:25
LOCATION:

MEADOWS HALL

smell at Everett 2nd floor long
hallway.
HAZARD: Safety Hazard
DATE: Tuesday Nov. 15, 2016 at

HAZARD: Safety Hazard
DATE: Thursday Nov. 17, 2016 at

16:39

16:55

LOCATION:

LOCATION: 20 TAUNTON AVE
SUMMARY: Report of gas smell in

EAST

residence.
MEDICAL: Medical Incident
DATE: Tuesday Nov. 15, 2016 at

EAST

19:23

SUMMARY: Student reports she

LOCATION:

is feeling dizzy and hot. She has
been feeling this way for approx.

HALL

CHASE

DINING

SUMMARY: Report of female stu-

MEADOWS HALL

MEADOWS HALL

SUMMARY: Officer advised students out on 2nd floor balcony
of Meadows East/West. Request
to contact AC oncall to confirm if
students should be out on balcony. Contact AC Chantelle and she
advised no. Officer advised student the same.

Have a correction or letter to the editor? Want to
advertise with us? Send an email to joy_jordana@
wheatoncollege.edu, or come visit us! We meet in
the 1960 Room in Balfour on Tuesdays at 7 p.m.
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I can be cold: What it's like to be a Muslitn in Atnerica
EMAN HAJ ALKHDAIR '20

FOR THE WIRE
can be cold. Last year, when
an old white man pulled out
a gun at my family, I did not
make a big deal out of it. I did not
write about it (which I used to do
profusely, about everything). I
did not share it, nor did I think
I care for it. I thought to myself,
"Just another angry white man. I
don't care, I'm so grateful to be
here."
However, the months following the incident, whenever I
walked into malls with my Hijabi
mother, I actively ignored the
nervousness that managed to sidle up next to me. The looks she
would get would make ME feel
exposed and violated. Believe it
or not, stares made with gun-like
eyes have a way of making me
feel almost inadequate but oddly
powerful, like I should be feared.
I caught dents of sadness in my
mother's eyes when we went
out. But again, I can be cold.
I claimed I did not care at that
point either. Whenever I went
out with my friends, nothing but
my hair caught attention, up to

I

the point where many people
thought I was Spanish. I felt safe
and appreciated. Police officers
would be extremely nice, "old
white men" opened doors for
me, let me take their seats and
many other courteous gestures
which once more made me feel
so grateful to be here.
Then, slowly, I noticed myself
almost developing some resentment. I am purely and utterly
ashamed; yesterday I found myself asking my mother to take
off her Hijab, to pull out a piece
of her belief puzzle, to make it
harder for her religion to be recognized, to allow herself some
relief walking down the street
and to have someone know HER.
I wanted that faint expulsion of
breath to no longer exist. I wanted her to take a deep breath,
knowing nobody would stare.
Stares can feel like boots reefed
to the stomach. Again, I can be
cold; how could I ask that? How
could I, too, tell her to quit being herself? How did I get morphed and glued into a version of
myself that society wants? I was
never like that. Is this growing
up? Can I not? America needs

to stop judging our faith. We are
more than blurred silhouettes of
religion. America needs to stop
killing us.
I would invite everyone to
imagine our astonishment upon
finding pieces of paper saying
"All Muslims are terrorists and
should be killed" lying around in
an area comprised of 95% Muslims and Arabs. I can be cold, but
man, this time I am not willing
to sit back and attempt to enjoy
my destructively ordinary life.
That would be selfish. I am not
going to topple over my words.
I will no longer quell my impulses. To the person responsible for
spreading hate where I live, I will
say this with little love, but lots of
elegance and finality: I hope fear
crouches down your eyes like it
has crouched down ours. I hope
you are simmering with guilt.
The past year and weeks
were filled with unexpected diverse-unkind moments, and I
yearn for kinder ones for me, my
community and everyone else. I
am not as grateful to be here as
I was before. But I am grateful to
finally find my voice. I refuse to
let this madness touch me.

A GOP future without a Trump failure
LARRY AYER '20

A Muslim woman wears a hijab resembling an American flag.

Credit: pbs.twimg.com

Cramming for finals? The
Wallace Library has you covered!

FOR THE WIRE
n 1964, ultra-conservative
Barry Goldwater won the Republican nomination for President. He went on to be defeated
by President Lyndon Johnson in
an electoral landslide of 486 to
52 votes. This led to a collapse of
the Republican party: the GOP
lost nearly every gubernatorial
mansion, congressional and senate race and state legislature.
In other words, the Republican
Party was defeated by its own
extremism.
This is what many Americans
thought would happen in 2016.
Very few predicted that Donald Trump would ever win the
Republican nomination for president of the United States of
America, let alone that he would
win the presidency outright.
Most political scientists thought
that he stood no chance, and that
he would destroy the Republican
Party with its own extremism. After all, on Nov. 7, the New York
Times said that Hillary Clinton
had a 92% chance of becoming
the first female president.
However, this is 2016, not
1964, and extremism was not silenced by the American people.
Instead, the election gave a mi-

GHTOW HO RS
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President-elect Donald Trump (L) and GOP nominee Barry Goldwater (R) Credit: Wall Street Journal

crophone to a group of energetic
Republicans, who felt their voices had not been heard in recent
years. The Republican Party may
be doomed in the long-run, but
it remains as strong as ever in
2016.
The results of this election will
not force the Republican Party to look at itself in the mirror
and reevaluate its agenda, as
moderates hoped. This will not
be November 1964. Instead, this
election has only added fuel to
the fire. We saw millions of new
voters turn out for Trump ana
many dissatisfied Americans stay
home in disgust for both candidates. We saw - amidst the field
of bigots - miners from the coal
fields of Pennsylvania and former
factory workers from Michigan
come out in droves to vote for a
different America - one without

TPP or NAFTA. We saw that the
silent majority really does stand
with Trump, and that Americans
are more angry than previously
thought.
While it isn't easy accepting
that we will have Trump as President for the next four years,
we shouldn't hope that he fails.
People ought to be angry and
disgusted - but we must find a
way to come tc.gether as one
united nation, however difficult this might be. As President
Barack Obama satd on Nov. 9,
we are "on the same team." .We
are all Americans, and hoping
that President-Elect Trump fails
is hoping that you will fail. We
may not want him to succeed in
implementing many of his policies, but we should not want
him to fail at being a leader.
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Students use Google Tilt Brush at
Virtual Reality Open House
KUNZANG TSHERING '17
MANAGING EDITOR

magine being suspended
in space, drawing on the
moon or designing a virtual
3-D outfit and instantly sharing
your creation online. This is not
science fiction, but examples of
the many things that are possible with the Google Tilt Brush
software. This allows users to
paint in an immersive 360-degree space using a variety of
brushes and materials. Students and faculty experienced
this technology at the Virtual
Reality (VR) Open House on
November 18 in Watson.
From 1:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.,
two virtual reality stations were
set up in Watson 138, in what
used to be the Slide Library.
Students were asked to sign up
for eight-minute slots and were
fitted with the HTC Vive Headset, headphones and given two
controllers. Participants were
then free to explore and create.
At the end of their time, users
were asked to take a snapshot
of their creation.
Wheaton's new HTC Vive VR
Headsets that use this Tilt Brush
software are an acquisition of
the lnterMedia Arts Group Innovation Network (IMAGINE)
that was set up in 2014 after receiving a $500,000 grant from
the Sherman Fairchild Foundation. This funding is used to
promote new approaches to
teaching and learning by combining arts and technology or
new media.
Associate Professor of Physics and IMAGINE Program Coordinator Jason Goodman is
responsible for managing these
spaces and helping students
get opportunities to work with
this technology. He said that
the goal of this project was to
get new hi-tech equipment into
the hands of students to see
what kinds of amazing things
they can create.

I

Greek Cultural Association
showcases international
importance of student
protests
Cont. from page 1

unee a Sye '17 tries tli'e Google Tilt'l3rus at the Open ouse.
Credit: Kunzang Tshering '17

Goodman said that the funds
from the Sherman Fairchild
Foundation grant and additional college resources are being
used to renovate spaces and
purchase new equipment. "We
have the new maker space on
the 2nd floor of the old Science
center and that has 3-D printers
and a laser cutter. In the next
few weeks, we are going to be
getting a computer controlled
5-access milling machine which
can do 3-D sculpture. Also, a
computer controlled loom is
coming into this space, if people want to do weaving and
creation of fabric," Goodman
said.
In the future, this VR experience would be available for
students to access and may
even be integrated into courses. "We already have a couple
of First Year Seminar and other courses that are using the
3-D printing opportunities.
There is a possibility for course
transformation grants in which
professors can get funding to
research new opportunities,"
Goodman said.
Assistant Professor of Filmmaking Patrick Johnson said,
"We devised this event to allow
students to be able to use and
experience such new and amaz-

ing technology. We are working on logistics but this room
will be available for students
to come and experience VR
on their own time ... this is the
technology we want to have in
the student's hands."
Students had positive feedback on their VR experiences.
"What struck me most was how
fully immersive it is. You fully
lose track of the fact that you're
in this building. I think that if
you had a couple hours, you
could do some truly incredible
things," said Nick Wilbur '19.
"It was so cool to see your
creation just come to life. This is
amazing, a complete advancement in technology and creative people could do amazing
things in the future," said Loren
Garcia '19.
Dan Pachter '20 is very interested in VR film and new media.
On using the Google tilt brush
he said, "There are not many
times when you get to go into
a whole other world like that
and create amazing things. It
was eye-opening and it's just
incredible, all the physics are
changed and you can do anything. It's cool that all the indepth and complex elements
of the real world can be manipulated in such a way."

May 3, 1968. Students began to
barricade and riot in the streets.
During one day alone, 400 people were hospitalized. On May
4, they temporarily occupied the
stock exchange building in Paris
and attempted to set it on fire.
Political legislators were unable
to subdue the protestors over
the next several days.
David Metzger, an international student from Germany, spoke
about the student movement in
Germany during the late 1960's.
Rising against authoritarianism
as well as student living conditions, the protestors provided
commentary and sometimes violent backlash to the radical rightwing Western governments. In
turn, the student movement in
the late '60's radically shifted to
the left.
According to Metzger, the
student movement struggled
to come to terms with the political climate of their parents'
past, urging Germany to undertake democratic ideologies. The
movement protested against
Vietnam, sporting signs such as
"Amis 'raus aus Vietnam," translated as "Americans, leave Vietnam."
These student protests
proved to be successful in sparking political change in Germany.
The Green Party, founded in the
late 1970's, has been the most
steadily developing parties in
Germany, and has consistently
occupied a significant portion in
the German Parliament, according to Metzger.
Mateo Espinosa '19, representing SOHL House, discussed
the evolutions of student protests from the 1970's to present
day in Ecuador. According to
Espinosa, most of the protests
were in response to economic
difficulties experienced by their
families. For instance, price on

food rose by 40%, and inheritance tax laws were recently protested in 2015.
Students mainly felt targeted
due to the importance Ecuadorians placed on education. Universities were highly affected
by the government officials that
their president Rafeal Correa appointed, making it more difficult
for students to get an education.
Given the long-held emotional
charges of these students, their
protests have proven to be more
violent.
"I just want you to know tonight that just because violence
is an option, doesn't mean that
you're supposed to take it," Espinosa said. "Peaceful protests do
work all around the world."
Since a majority of the violence
during protests has been directed toward police officers, their
riot shields now bear humanizing
statements by law, such as "I am
a police officer and a mother of
three children."
Sam Mahler '19, representing
Wheaton College Democrats,
ended the presentation portion
of the night by discussing the
American Boycott, Divestment,
Sanctions movement (BDS),
which works to end the Israeli
oppression of Palestinians.
The movement began in the
mid 2000's, protesting the Israeli occupation of the Gaza strip.
Beginning at Brown University,
BDS is now present in multiple
of other college campuses in the
United States, Canada, and U.K.
During this time, students have
boycotted any divestment sanctions to Israeli organizations.
The remainder of the event
was centered on discussion and
answering questions. Restrictions in mass communication,
media coverage and an opposition between the radical left and
right-wing agendas were mentioned to have profound similarities to today's political climate.

Wheaton reassess Title IX policy for faculty members
Cont. from page 1

reader-friendly.
For the most part, the proposed changes will not affect the
investigation or hearing process
much; however, they will affect
how the policy is laid out to members of the Wheaton community.

Prior to the proposed changes,
the hearing and investigation
process for faculty members was
less concrete. Now it will be laid
out plainly in Wheaton's new policies.
The steps in the investigation
and hearing process now mirror
those that are used for students.

In terms of how the policy functions, faculty and staff are held to
the same standards as students
when it comes to prohibited conduct. However, faculty and staff
members face different hearing
and disciplinary processes than
students do.
The policy will now explicitly

spell out the consequences for
staff members, which are different than the policies for faculty.
Staff members will not be subject to a hearing process, as they
are at-will employees who can
be terminated. However, under
Wheaton policies, faculty members are given a hearing process.

The policies will now be more
concrete in laying out these specific steps for faculty and staff
members. This is part of Wheaton's ongoing efforts to respond
to the Department of Justice's
investigation findings and to create a safer campus community
for all.
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Students across the
country respond to
president-elect Trump
OLIVIA MILNE '18

NEWS EDITOR

heaton students joined
their peers across the
country on Nov. 16 at
a rally held in front of the Cole
Memorial Chapel. This Rally for
Peace is just one of many events
that have been held across the
country in response to the election of Donald Trump earlier this
November.
SGA President Katie Elliott
'17 spoke at the rally, followed
by Wheaton College Conservatives President Michael Lethin
'17 and Wheaton Chaplain Bernard Hinkley. The event was a
call for the celebration of Wheaton's campus diversity, and for
students to come together for
peace. By and large, the biggest
response to the president-elect
has come from college students
across the country.
Several campuses across the
nation have lobbied their administrations to make their colleges "sanctuary campuses."
Students have staged classroom walkouts in order to push
for this change.
One of the many promises
Trump has pledged to his supporters is that he will deport
immigrants across the country.
A sanctuary campus is one in
which the administration pledges all students the opportunity
to study safely, without fear of
deportation. Several schools
have already pledged to be
sanctuary campuses. Among
those who have been petitioning for sanctuary campus status
are Brown University, Oberlin,
Columbia, University of Wisconsin at Madison and Yale University, according to CBS News.
However, becoming a sanctuary campus may not be enough

W

for schools to protect undocumented students. Colleges
have very little legal authority to shield students from law
enforcement and immigration
forces. Becoming a sanctuary
campus may be a more symbolic move rather than one that can
truly protect vulnerable members of campus communities.
The Wheaton College administration has taken an important
step in making the college a
more welcoming place for students of all backgrounds. President Dennis Hanno is one of
110 college presidents to add
his name to a letter to Trump.
The letter's content asks him
"to condemn and work to prevent the harassment, hate and
acts of violence that are being
perpetrated across our nation,
sometimes in [his] name."
President Hanno signed the
letter in a show of solidarity
with students who have felt
marginalized by Trump. As
quoted by the Wheaton Communications Office, Hanno said,
"As an institution and a community, Wheaton values diversity, inclusion and a civil and respectful exchange of ideas and
perspectives. That's central to
our academic mission."
The rally held at Wheaton is
just one of many demonstrations, including campus walkouts, that have taken place in
New England. A "Love Rally"
took place in the Boston Common just two days after the
election, and the next day a
protest was held on the steps of
the Rhode Island State House.
The rhetoric of this year's campaign has certainly launched a
powerful response from the nation's young population.
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''A Girl Like Her'' unveils
realities of forced adoptions
TAYLOR BISSON '19

FOR THEW/RE

he Feminist Association
of Wheaton screened the
documentary "A Girl Like
Her" in Ellison Lecture Hall on
Nov. 10. The documentary, created by Professor Ann Fessler
of RISO, depicts the reality of
forced adoptions that commonly took place between 1945 and
1973, allowing members of the
Wheaton community to talk
about the topic.
Through interviews and vintage footage, "A Girl Like Her"
tells the stories of women who
were forced to give up their
babies for adoption. Fessler interviewed women of different
backgrounds, races and ages
from across the country with
only one motive: to bring their
long untold truths to light.
The film documents the lives
of various women who had
become pregnant before they
married; most of them were
in high school or college and
came from middle-class families living in suburban areas,
places where premarital pregnancy would humiliate the family and ruin a girl's reputation.
Since abortion was illegal at
the time, the solution to these
pregnancies was almost always
adoption. The young women
were sent to homes for unwed
mothers far from their families,
where they would stay for the
duration of the pregnancy.
At all times, these homes
were full of young pregnant
women waiting to give birth
and return to their lives. To
the general population, these
adoptions were glorified as a
way to give children a better
life - to give them a bright future with a family that would
provide for them. The women
were shamed into agreeing to
the adoption despite their desires to raise the children themselves.
Mere hours after giving birth,
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The Feminist Association of Wheaton executive board with Ann
Fesler (middle). Credit: Feminist Association of Wheaton

the women were expected
to sign a consent form for the
child to be "voluntarily abandoned." The women were not
told any legal rights they had
in the situation, including that
they were allowed to change
their minds about the adoption
within a certain time limit. Once
the adoption had occurred and
the women recovered, they
were taken back to their homes,
forced to go back to their lives
and pret~nd none of it had ever
happened.
The women that had to endure these forced adoptions
were left feeling traumatized
and had no one to talk to about
what they had been through.
Some of the women Fessler interviewed admitted to turning
to alcohol, experiencing severe
depression and hiding their
emotions as a result.
Many of the women had no
other children after and were
left with a permanent feeling
of emptiness at the loss of their
children. Fortunately, many of
the women were reunited with

their long-lost children in some
way or another, giving them a
feeling of peace and closure in
knowing that their children had
grown up happy and loved.
Fessler, who was invited to
the viewing and to answer
questions afterward, decided
to make this documentary because of her own experiences
as a child of adoption. On the
process of making "A Girl Like
Her", she said, "All the stories
were so similar it was scary."
Over 1.5 million women have
claimed they were forced to
give their child up for adoption.
The progress our country and
society has made ·:, regard to
women's reproductive rights
since the time of these adoptions is extr.:oidinary, but that
doesn't mean we are done. By
revealing the stories of these
women, Fessler exposed a very
unknown Pxample of the injustices experienced by women
regarding their reproductive
rightc:

Unicorns, porn and BDSM: QTPo·c event ·discusses queer theory
Cont. from page 1

Foucault, Federici, Karl Marx
and others.
Certain aspects of his presentation included post-pornography images where certain
symbols and figures of BDSM

culture were displayed, which
was probably the most sensitive part of his presentation.
Before the demonstration of
a post-porn show given in the
streets of Barcelona, he mentioned that he was against trigger warnings, saying that there

was nothing to be shocked by
what he was about to present.
However, he invited people who felt uncomfortable to
"shut their eyes." This detail
re-emphasized what he had
said throughout the presentation a fair amount of times, that

"[his] presentation is not meant
to shock."
The talk was very well-received
and
considerably
well-attended. Bourcier mentioned how honored he felt that
he could fully express himself in
the United States and at Whea-

ton. In France, 8ourcier described that he would not have
been able to bring forth most
elements of the presentation
he gave.
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Coffee with... Ellen
.llfcBreen
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How to BS a paper: As told by writing
tutors
KATE WILKINSON '17

FEATURES EDITOR

t's 11 p.m. on a Sunday night
and what you thought was
a 500 word reflection paper
was actually an eight page paper
requiring 10 sources and a comprehensive understanding of the
socio-political underpinning surrounding the diamond business.
It is in this moment that all,
Wheaton students face the figurative barrel of a gun with the
reality that they can and will
have to resort to the hail mary
of bull-shitting a paper, a term
that urban dictionary refers to as
HWhen someone has no fucking
clue what they are talking about,
yet insists on trying to get others
to believe him/her."
But is there a secret code that
experts have unlocked in terms
of bull-shitting? I sat down with
two writing tutors, Beth Oliveira
'18 and Amanda Low '19 to talk
about mastering the art.
"When I first get an assignment, I try to write down all my
ideas I can possibly have for the
assignment so in case I do wind
up having to do it at the last
minute or have to bull shit it, I
at least have written ideas," said
Low. "But if I don't have written
ideas, I try to talk to friends and
be like 'what are you doing on
this? do you have any ideas you
can throw at me?'"
While both of them are writing
tutors that are selected for their
excellence in writing and have to
take a course in the art of writing tutoring, they too have found
themselves in the situation where
they've had to BS an paper.
"I took an African Lit course
and it was so different from what
I was used to that I wasn't com-
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Ellen McBreen Credit: emcbreen.com

KATE WILKINSON '17

FEATURES EDITOR

or Art History Professor
Ellen McBreen, Henri Matisse, a famous painter in
the early 20th century, has been
the hub of of her adult life.
"He is one of the most influential artists of the 20th century. Matisse for me is someone
whose work brings up a lot of relevant issues about gender, about
sexuality, about cultural identity,
about what it meant to be French
in the 20th century," she said.
Her interests first stemmed
from her dissertation. Receiving
an award from the Metropolitan
Museum of Art in New York, she
set out to France to study Matisse. As one year became several, she found herself making a
life in Paris, starting a business
called Paris MUSE that kept her
there for 10 years.
"It basically tries to bring
:he experience of the art histo·y classroom to the museums
;.nd galleries in Paris with small
groups," she said. "A lot of times
when you're visiting museums
you're overwhelmed, you don't
know what you're looking at. You
know you want to have some kind
of meaningful experience so we
work with a team of educators
who are all art historians, a lot of
them were graduate students.
So they were all really good
teachers so it was like being in
a classroom with a really great
teacher who would tell you what
to look at when you're looking at
a cubist painting by Picasso."
Through this perspective, peo;Jle could not only understand
what the painting was about,
but also the broader historical
::ontext surrounding it. "It was a
way to make their experience of
another culture more meaningful
to them," said McBreen.
Now a professor at Wheaton
for several years, Matisse still
plays a major part in her life. Now
putting together the final touch-
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es to her latest exhibition that is
opening in Boston, she is examining the personal collection of
Matisse.
"I'm a historian, and what a historian does is try and figure out
the meaning that something had
in its historical context," she said.
"So I'm very interested in the
way that Matisse as a European
artist was fascinated by cultures
beyond Europe. And that's what
the exhibition is really all about."
Looking through the perspective and with the work of Matisse, McBreen argues that his
fascination with other cultures'
art was not to exoticise them,
but to celebrates them as equals
to European art.
"He collected objects from
all over the world. So he had an
African sculpture collection that
was one of the earliest artists to
be interested in African art. He
and Picasso were the first artists
to sort of say 'hey, these Western central African sculptures,
there's something we can learn
from these works.' The exhibition
is designed to show how many
different cultures Matisse was
borrowing from."
Going into college, her initial
interests lied in architecture, but
as it often happens she found
one professor who was able to
illuminate a path in art history.
"I literally only took a history
of architecture class because it
was a requirement for a design
track that I was on," McBreen
said. "And I took it with this guy
named Oleg Grabar who is an
iconic historian of art and I was
like 'this is what I want to study'.
I grew up with art, but I never
would have taken an art history
class unless someone had told
me."
Now in the final planning stages of her exhibition, McBreen
finds herself travelling throughout Europe regularly to finalize
the details. Opening in April at
the Boston Museum of Fine Arts,
she looks forward to its reveal.

Amanda low '19 (L) and Beth Oliveira '19 (R) Credit: Kate Wilkin-

son '17
fortable writing about it. Because
usually, you're writing about stuff
that you enjoy and you pick the
topic so I had to bull-shit most of
those papers," said Oliveira.
While there is an art form to
BS-ing, the tutors state that it
comes with an asterisk.
"When you're [BS-ing) you
can't expect the paper to be
perfect, you kind of have to be
under the impression that 'this
paper might not get the grade
that I want'," said Low.
Instead, Oliveira suggests that
the paper needs to be functional. "You'll have something to give
and that's better than nothing,"
she said.
This functionality as Low says,
comes with focussing on meeting the requirements instead of
applying flowery language.
"What I do is try to get all the
information in the paper rather
than make it sound super fancy
so I know I can get all the points
across. So when I manage I put
in the things I know I have to put
in order to get a decent grade,"
Low said.
A common method bull-shitters may include writing a paper

that appeals to the professor
in question, the tutors suggest
that professors may not be easily
fooled.
"Obviously professors have
preferences but overall I'd say
that they're pretty open about
different types of styles as long
as the content is solid and the
form is solid," said Oliveira. "Because you can have great ideas
but if you don't convey them
well, you're not going to get a
good grade. In contrast, if your
essay is beautiful but your ideas
make no sense, you're going to
get a bad grade; you kind of have
to find that balance."
Ultimately, the tutors note that
if bull-shitting papers becomes
too common, don't be afraid to
stop by tutoring hours.
"Learn from the experience.
The last time I bull-shitted a paper, I was up until 3 in the morning and I was like 'okay I can't
sleep because otherwise I'm going to die'," said Oliveira. "And
so I slept until 8 and woke up and
finished the paper. And that day
I decided I would never do that
again so it would motivate me to
start my papers early."

Don't Panic: Chase food is fake anyways
Dear Audrey and Henry,
/ live far away from Chase, and
it's starting to become a real
problem. At night when it's cold
and rainy I'm to choose between
facing the elements or starving
in my dorm. What should I do?
-Hangry

Audrey Dubois '17 and Henry
Gould '20 Credit: Courtney

Roque '17
AUDREY DUBOIS '17 ANO
HENRY GOLD '20

WEB EDITOR AND WIRE STAFF

Dear Hangry,
As a resident of upper campus, I have the same problem.
The plan I have devised to deal
with this is, whenever I go to
Chase, I get two meals: one to
eat, and one to bring back to my
dorm, put in my fridge, forget
about for a few days, and then
throw out because no one wants
to eat a soggy spinach wrap.

This hasn't solved the problem,
but it's the solution I came up
with.
-Audrey
Dear Hangry,
I live in meadows and I still
think it's a bit of a walk to get
to chase. My NYC life style of
ordering in like 70% of the time
has left me lazy and complacent. There have been a few
times where I'd go to the sandwich bar and grab an extra wrap
for later, then forget that it's in
my fridge, then I remember it's
in my fridge and it stays there
for two more days.
-Henry
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ARTHive and History Club take
Wheaton to historic Newport
•
mansions
MACK JONES '20

FOR THEW/RE

RTHive and the History
Club teamed up to offer
the Wheaton community
a free trip to the beautiful and
famous mansions of Newport,
R.I. Saturday Nov. 12. This daylong trip included audio tours
of three separate mansions:
The Elms, The Breakers, and
Marble House.
Each mansion was overflowing with artistic and historical
relevance, boasting at least
forty rooms with incredible
artwork such as sculptures and
tapestries covering the ceilings
and walls.
Artists from Italy, France, England, and Greece were commissioned to help construct
the grand palaces. Much of the
artwork mimics Roman Empire
and European Renaissance
styles.
The economic elite of this
time period wanted to be treated like royalty - and they succeeded.
The first mansion on the tour
was The Elms. Established in
1901, it was the summer home
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Doughnuts from PVDonuts Credit: Aly Fairbrother

PVDonuts brings
gourmet doughnuts to
Providence
EMILY BLAY '19
The Elm, one of the many Newport mansions in Newport, R.I.
Credit: Mack Jones '20

of the Edward Berwind family,
who acquired their coal fortune
during the Industrial Revolution.
The second mansion on the
tour, The Breakers, established
in 1893, belonged to Cornelius
Vanderbilt 11, who acquired his
family fortune through construction of the New York Central Railroad. The Breakers is
considered the most extravagant of the mansions in Newport with seventy rooms.
The third mansion, Marble
House, established in 1892, was

the summer home of the William K. Vanderbilt family, Cornelius Vanderbilt's grandson.
All of the mansions are considered to be "Gilded Age"
mansions, a term coined by
Mark Twain to describe the extravagant historical context of
America during the early twentieth century, which in reality
hid serious social, political, and
economic issues.
The trip was a success and
offered incredible insights into
the artwork and history of Gilded Age America.

The Blend's ''Jatnpocalypse''
takes over Cole Metnorial Chapel
MARGARET FLETCHER '19
AND EMILY BLAY '19

FOR THE WIRE AND ARTS AND
CULTURE EDITOR

he Blend, Wheaton's only
co-ed a cappella group,
performed on the evening
of Nov. 12 in the Cole Memorial Chapel. The premise of the
jam was that of an apocalyptic
world, and the jam began with
a short film in which members
of The Blend were featured in a
post-apocalyptic setting.
The chapel was decorated
to fit the performance theme.
Yellow caution tape was strung
across the chapel and at the
front of the chapel. In front of
the organ hung a giant sign
constructed from cardboard
and gray duct tape declaring,
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"Jampocalypse," in bold black
letters. "Sound Symphony,"
The Blend's newest album,
played as a pre and postlude to
the jam.
The evening's program included a special performance
from a visiting a cappella group,
the Mount Holyoke Diversions.
There was also a special performance featuring members
of The Blend and several Blend
alumni.
Songs performed by the
group included "Gone" by Ben
Folds, featuring soloist Rachel
lafolla, "The Hymn of Acxiom" by Vienna Teng and other
songs in the group's current
repertoire.
Gina Napolitano '20, one of
The Blend's two newest members, also performed for the
•
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third time this semester. Katie Panzer '20, was sick on the
evening of the performance, so
The Blend "Skyped" her on a
laptop facing the stage so she
could watch the performance
from her room.
The Blend exhibited their
collective and individual talents through the use of popular
and well-known songs. They've
been very active this year, with
performances on Parents &
Family Weekend and the wildly innovative A Capella Fest. A
Capella Fest was o;·ganized and
hosted by Mary Margaret Ya_ncey '19 who is a member of The
Blend.
To check out The Blend's
latest endeavors, you can visit
their website at theblendwheaton.com.

ARTS AND CULTURE EDITOR

VDonuts, Providence's
first gourmet doughnut
shop, puts time and care
into making one-of-a-kind,
specialty doughnuts.
The doughnut shop, located on 79 Ives Street in Providence, opened its doors to
the public over Memorial Day
weekend, 2016. For months
prior to the opening of an
independent shop, PVDonuts
were sold at various vendors
across the state of Rhode
Island.
According to the Providence Journal, when it became apparent to PVD baker
and proprietor Lori Kettelle
that there was a market to be
had for gourmet donuts in the
small, food-oriented city, she
decided to open up shop on
her own.
Kettelle graduated from
Johnson and Wales University in 2012 with a degree in
baking and pastry-making. She
is the perfect example of business savvy meets pure talent
and innovation.
What makes Kettelle's
approach to donuts unique
is her commitment to the

P

hand-made, doughnut making
process and her use of locally-sourced and fresh ingredients.
Part of PVDonut's success can be attributed to the
ever-powerful forces of social
media. PVDonuts's lnstagram
account, for example, has
images of their famous maple bacon donut with revival
beer drizzle, and two toasted
coconut doughnuts. Making
the trip to see what all the talk
was about seemed entirely
worth it.
This past Saturday morning,
I forced myself out of bed at a
reasonable hour and headed
to PVDonuts. Just as the hype
had led me to believe, my carrot cake doughnut was worth
every calorie.
PVDonuts is open Wednesday through Sunday from
8 a.m. - 3 p.m., or until the
shop's donuts sell out. Due
to high demand and increasing popularity, there is a six
doughnut cap per customer on
the weekend. Vegan offerings
are available on Wednesday
and Sunday.
If for no reason other than a
flawless lnstagram post, take
a trip to PVDonuts and enjoy a
delicious, hand-made pastry.

Tweet of the Week
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Special Mini-Olympics raises awareness
and alleviates stress
RILEY HEIST '18

WIRE STAFF
he International Special
Olympics was first started
in July 1968. Since then,
hundreds of Special Olympics
have been held throughout the
world. On Nov. 13, Best Buds
held their own version of this
unique event called the Wheaton
Mini-Olympics.
Best Buds has been a part of
Wheaton College for about 13
years, and Wheaton Mini-Olympics are held every couple of
years. The club itself pairs up
Wheaton students with members of The Arc, which is an organization that works with individuals who have developmental and
intellectual disabilities. Through
Wheaton's club, President Rachael Barbaresi '18 and Vice
President Karalyn Kickham '18,
along with their executive board,
work hard to plan fun events for
both Wheaton and The Arc buds.
This semester, the events
have consisted of a softball
game, a Halloween party and
the Mini-Olympics. Forty Whea-

T

ton students joined 18 Arc buds
for their most recent event, the
Mini-Olympics, in the Haas Athletic Center.
For Barbaresi, her goal for
the event was simple. She wanted the participants to have fun.
"My favorite part is always seeing how excited The Arc buds
get when they score a basket or
a goal. A lot of them go into the
game thinking they are not very
good at the sport but finish the
game and realize that they're
much better than they thought,"
Barbaresi said.
Kickham reiterated Barbaresi's statements, and said that it
is all about having positive experiences with all involved. "I
love seeing all of the buds cheer
for each other [during an] event
when they aren't winning the
game. It creates a stress-free atmosphere," Kickham said.
At the Mini-Olympics, there
were a variety of games that the
buds could choose from. Some
of these were corn-hole, basketball, ultimate frisbee, soccer,
blindfolded speed walking, shark
and minnows, and, of course, lots
of snacks.

After talking to a variety of
Wheaton buds, it was clear that
the biggest thing to come out of
the event was happiness, which
is something that the executive
board strived for when doing the
planning. "My favorite part was
seeing my bud enjoy basketball
in the same way I have enjoyed
the sport in the past. The more
time I spend with the Arc buds,
the more I realize how minor the
differences are between us and
them. I think that is the most
important take away of this program," said Robert "Bobby"
Pedersen '19.
Barbaresi has invested many
years of her life in working with
children who have developmental disabilities. By continuing that
work at Wheaton, she is able to
continue working towards her
personal goal. "I hope that the
Wheaton students are able to
see that those with disabilities
are not that different from those
without. It's shows the Wheaton
students that people with disabilities want the same thing as
everyone else: acceptance and
happiness," Barbaresi said.

The Arc buds at Haas Athletic Center participated in blindfolded speed-walking with Wheaton students.

Rask's injury worries
Bruins

•
Boston Bruins goalie Tuukka Rask (40) defends shot by Florida
Panthers defenseman Michael Matheson (19). Credit: a.fssta.com

LUCAS ROSA '18

SPORTS EDITOR
he Boston Bruins have
missed the playoffs for
two straight years. In both
cases, the team lost their playoff spot due to a string of embarrassing losses at the end of
the season. While the team has
shown flashes of improvement
this year, the Bruins' star goalie,
Tuukka Rask, has been struggling
to deal with an unspecified injury
which may put Boston's success
in jeopardy.
When Rask was signed to an
eight-year $56 million contract in
2013, the Bruins were hoping to
shore up their goaltending concerns for nearly a decade. While
Rask has played well over the
past two years, the team was not
able to make the playoffs. And
while the Bruins seem to be grittier this year, they still lack talent
and experience on defense due
to the younger players and aging stars (such as Zdeno Chara.)
To have any chance at playoff
making the playoffs, the Bruins
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will need Rask to step up in a big
way.
In the games that Rask has
played in this year, he has done
an amazing job. He even ranks
fifth in the NHL in save percentage. Unfortunately, Rask has had
trouble staying on the ice, and it
is clear that the Bruins have no
viable franchise goalie behind
Rask.
The goaltender they had drafted in the first round and had
been molding to become the
next great goalie (Malcolm Subban) has been historically bad in
his starts so far. Subban is even
struggling when he plays for the
Providence Bruins, which is a
lower feeder league to the NHL.
Whatever Rask's mystery injury is, it had better heal fast if
the Bruins want any shot at the
playoffs this year. The defense of
the Bruins is simply not anywhere
close to good enough to be able
to compensate for goaltenders
like Subban, which could spell
trouble for the team in the near
future.

Credit: Best Buds Facebook

Celtics struggle on defense resulting in unexpected early losses
LUCAS ROSA '18

SPORTS EDITOR
he Boston Celtics had a decent 2015-2016 NBA season, which culminated in a
loss to the Atlanta Hawks in the
first round of the playoffs. The
team started its new season late
in Oct. and was projected to improve this year. So far, however,
the Celtics have had a lackluster
defense, resulting in an unex-
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pected number of early losses.
The trademark of the improving Celtics of last year was the
team's grit and defensive prowess. While the team has not been
particularly talented over the
past few years, it has garnered
success by improving on defense
from year to year. The team also
out-hustled many opponents, resulting in a decent regular season
record. The Celtics' hustle, especially on defense, is nowhere to

be found at the beginning of this
season.
Celtics head coach Brad Stevens had some tremendously
frustrated words in response
to the team's hopes of being a
top three defense. "I don't even
know if it's statistically possible
[to be a top three defense] based
on our week. You know? Like, I
don't even know if you can make
it up in 76 games," Stevens said
to reporters.

The lack of e ffort on the part
of the team may be due to some
players having an inflated ego
from last season's success. Stevens bluntly commented on the
lack of physical play by simply
saying, "the nicest way I can say
it is that we play like a finesse
team."
Despite the team's defensive
troubles, there are some positive aspects to the team moving
forward. The Celtics' latest pros-

pect Jayle n Brown also looks like
he has huge upside due to his
high effort , d ecent shooting and
aggressive play. Once Brown has
more experience in the league,
he may develop into a huge asset
for the Celtics. The o nly question
now is whether the team can turn
its defense around in order to
have a successful season.

