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What students need to 
know about SGA 
Speaker Fund cuts 

KUNZANG TSHERING '17 
MANAGING EDITOR 

The annual Student Govern
ment Association's (SGA) 
Speaker Fund budget was 

reduced from $14,000 to $12,000 
this year. Clubs on campus be
gan to apply for larger funding 
requests and were frustrated 
with their requests not being ad
equately met. The fund was not 
able to accommodate this influx 
of requests for larger amounts of 
money, and had to shut down for 
two weeks in October to restruc
ture and discuss the changing 
nature of the fund. 

Per the SGA by-laws, the 
speaker fund is "for the purpose 
of bringing a speaker to campus 
and the costs normally associ
ated with such an event." The 

nine members of the Educational 
Council are responsible for delib
erating and allocating all Speaker 
Fund applications. Chair of Edu
cation Council Francis Kimball 
'17 said that the council acts as 
a bridge between faculty and 
students, and provides funding 
for meaningful academic events 
outside the classroom. 

Kimball said it was great that 
people were reaching out to 
the fund but that "this year has 
been different from historical 
standpoint. We have an influx of 
[funding) requests. Last year we 
had 9-10 funding requests, with a 
maximum request of $1000. We 
now have requests for $5000, 
$2000 and $1000 but the aver
age allowance is 

Cont. on page 4 

Student-run clubs 
collaborate for World 
AIDS Day 

OLIVIA MILNE '19 
NEWS EDITOR 

S
everal groups on campus 
collaborated last week in 
an effort to raise awareness 

of World AIDS Day, an event that 
spreads knowledge about HIV 
prevention and commemorates 
those that have lost their lives to 
AIDS. The day takes place annu
ally on Dec. 1. 

The Feminist Association of 
Wheaton, along with SHAG and 
other organizations, tabled in 
Balfour all week to teach stu
dents about World AIDS day 
and about HIV prevention tech
niques. They also gave students 

resources on how to get tested 
for HIV, provided by Medical An
thropology Co-Op. In addition, 
the Distinguished Women of 
Color Collection (DWOCC) and 
Renaissance House will have a 
display in Balfour in an attempt 
to dispel myths about who suf
fers from AIDS, as well as other 
misconceptions. 

The Queer and Trans People 
of Color Club (QTPOC) will also 
be contributing to the collabora
tion, putting up posters all over 
campus that framed AIDS in per
son-centered language. The Al
liance and the Wheaton Theatre 
and 

Cont. on page 5 
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One of the many installations at the exhibit openings Credit: Emily Blay '19 

New exhibit openings in the 
Beard and Weil Galleries 

EMILY BLAY '19 
ARTS AND CULTURE EDITOR 

T
wo new art exhibits opened 
on the evening of Dec. 1 in 
the Beard and Weil Galler

ies of the Watson Fine Arts Cen
ter. 

The first of the two exhibits, 
"Atlantic Time" by Allison Bian
co, showcases prints that are 
vaguely nostalgic. Bianco uses 
the Rhode Island landscape and 
the waterways of Ne-.y England 
as inspiration for its theme. Many 
of the prints on display feature 
titles such as "The Old James
town Bridge Series" and "Later 
That Day at Second Beach," both 
of which are easily recognized by 
Rhode Island natives like Bianco. 

Her prints are best described 
as classically charming yet di5-
tinctly beautiful. The images de-

picted are vibrant in color and not 
too serious in manner. One print, 
for example, titled "Streaming," 
pictures an airstream trailer of 
holographic hot foil suspend
ed in mid-air, followed by a trail 
of books falling out the back 
through the sky. 

Bianco received a bachelor of 
arts degree in both studio art 
and Spanish from Mount Holy
oke College in 2001 and eventu
ally went on to pursue a master 
of fine arts degree in printmak
ing, which she received in 2010 
from the University of Hawaii at 
Manoa. 

Also on display in the gallery is 
"It's Elemental: Water." "Water" 
is part of a biannual series of ex
hibits curated by students who 
are taking the class Art History 
335: "Exhibition Design." 

Art History 335 is taught by 

Assistant Professor of Museum 
Studies and Art History Leah Nie
derstadt, who is also the curator 
of the Permanent Collection. The 
class explores the history, prac
tice and theory of exhibition de
sign and is unique; it culminates 
in the hands-on experience of 
curating an event as a class. 

Upon entering the gallery, the 
exhibit is eye-catching. Blue text 
on the wall indicates the title of 
the exhibition, and helpful de
scriptions pull viewers in to dis
cover more about the details of 
the project. Red, yellow and blue 
umbrellas hang suspended from 
the ceiling, serving as a reminder 
that water has a much wider pur
pose than simply being the liquid 
humans drink. 

As one of these 

Cont. on page 7 
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From the editor 

T
he end of the semester has 
forged its way through the 
passage of time and left us 

all in a state of bewilderment. 
How did we get here? And, most 
importantly, how do we get here 
so fast every semester? 

Soon, we will all be in the midst 
of a strangely commoderating 
and unifying finals week strug
gle. In some odd, unexplainable 
way, I have always enjoyed the 

final sprint to the end of the se
mester, no matter how much the 
extensive amount of papers and 
exams loom over me. 

Campus gets quieter and qui
eter. I am forced into a mindless 
drive of productiveness, fingers 
freezing in the library stacks and 
in desperate need for a walk. 

And, quietly, I eventually do. 
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Cramming for finals? The 
library has you covered! 
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Letter to the Editor: Social entrepreneurs 

Wheaton students aspir
ing to become social 
entrepreneurs now 

have help! Visit the Wheaton 
Innovates Now (WIN) HUB to 
find out more! It is home of the 
Summer Institute for Social En
trepreneurship (SISE) and sup
ported by the Global Center for 
Social Entrepreneurship Net
work (GCSEN). 

The Boston area's first High 
Impact Social Entrepreneurship 
Boot Camp launched last sum
mer at Wheaton College's Sum
mer Institute for Social Entrepre
neurship. 

Professor Mike Caslin and 
his world-class team of entre
preneurs and educators from 
the GCSEN Foundation (www. 
GCSEN.com) launched a na
tional pilot program partner
ship with Wheaton College. The 
boot camp took place at the 
Mars Center for Science and 
Technology at Wheaton College 
and sponsored by the ingenious 
philanthropy of The Diana Davis 
Spencer Foundation with the 
leadership of President Dennis 
Hanno, and Wheaton College's 
innovative SISE program. 

Fifteen Wheaton students 
were able to focus on how they 
can practically apply the ideas of 
Triple Bottom Line Social Entre
preneurship and develop a more 

sustainable community. transform the world. Learn more 
Their return on investment about the winter break social en

(ROI) is to create businesses driv- trepreneurship webinar available 
en towards 2036 that - as both to all students at www.gcsen. 

1 
for-profit and non-profits - will com/wheatonseminar. 
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Wheaton College Public Safety Log 
MEDICAL Medical Incident, 
Nov 27, 2016-Sunday at 23:29 
Location: MCINTIRE HALL 

MEDCIAL Medical Incident, 
Nov 29, 2016-Tuesday at 02:08 
location: MEADOWS HALL 
NORTH 

ALCOHOL/ DRUGS Any Drug 
Violation 
Nov 29, 2016-Tuesday at 10:55 
Location: METCALF 
Summa ry:Adm in istrative 
search of Metcalf Studio 2 

PROPERTY Property Damage 
Nov 30, 2016-Wednesday at 
17:13 
Location: Pump Station 

ALCOHOL/ DRUGS Any Drug 
Violation 
Nov 30, 2016-Wednesday at 
23:14 
location: YOUNG HALL 

ALCOHOL/ DRUGS Medical 
Incident Alcohol related 
Dec 01, 2016-Thursday at 02:02 
location: MCINTIRE HALL 

MEDICAL Medical Incident 
Dec 01, 2016-Thursday at 15:00 
location: MEADOWS HALL 
EAST 
Summary: Area Coordinator 
Perry notified 

FIRE SAFETY Fire/ Smoke 
Condition 
Dec 01, 2016-Thursday at 19:31 
Location: HAAS ATHLETIC FA
CILITY 
Summary: RP reports some
thing melted in dishwasher ca
suing smoke 

Have a correction or letter to the editor? Want to 
advertise with us? Send an email to joy _jordana@ 
wheatoncollege.edu, or come visit us! We meet in 
the 1960 Room in Balfour on Tuesdays at 7 p.m. 

The Wheaton Wire wheatonwire @Wheaton Wire 

•i• thewbeatonwire@gmail.com I a· I www.wheatonwire.com 
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Forgiveness from Pope Francis brings 

• • opt1m1sm 
EMILY BLAY '19 

ARTS AND CULTURE EDITOR 

The Catholic Church is con
servative. There is nothing 
revelatory about that state

ment. It is simply a known fact. 
Whether I believe in the teach

ings of the Church or not, I, as 
many of us are, am familiar with 
the Christian concept of sin and 
flawed human nature. In the 
most elementary sense, Adam 
and Eve committed a sin by dis
obeying God and seeking to pos
sess what he never intended hu
mans to grasp. Specifically, they 
ate from the tree of knowledge. 

From the moment that Eve 
chose to act contrary to God's 
wishes, humanity has been char
acterized by a fallen existence. 
Because of Adam and Eve, we 
all must repent and seek God's 
forgiveness. 

In a faith that rests on such a 
dark picture of human nature, it 
came as a surprise to some, in
cluding myself, when on Nov. 30, 
Pope Francis officially extended 
the right to priests to grant for
giveness for abortions. 

What came as an initial surprise 
quickly faded into puzzlement as 
I realized how problematic the 
language of that statement is. 
Headlines simplified Pope Fran
cis's announcement to "Pope 
Francis Forgives Abortion," 
making his decision sound much 
more radical than it truly is. 

In other words, by no means 
did Pope Francis suddenly as
sume a pro-choice stance. 

Pope Francis is the 266th Pope of the Roman Catholic Church. 
Credit: static.independent.co.uk 

In Sept. 2015, Pope Francis an
nounced that priests could grant 
absolution to women who had 
undergone abortions during the 
Holy Year of Mercy, which began 
on Dec. 8, 2015 and ended on 
Nov. 20 of this year. Now, Pope 
Francis is opting to indefinitely 
extend this proclamation. 

The Catholic Church's ideology 
fails to align with my own; howev
er, I believe what Pope Francis is 
doing is valuable and strategic. 
He is seeking to make change 
from the inside, to work with the 
system, rather than against it, if 
you will. 

Slowly, the grim picture of hu
man nature is being reversed, 
or at least interpreted in a new 
light. Pope Francis repeatedly 
opts to emphasize the power of 
forgiveness as opposed to en
abling a culture of condemnation 
and shame, a message I feel is 
important now more than ever. 

In an odd way, I do not disap
prove of the Church for teaching 
that abortion is not permissible. 
Institutions are entitled to their 
beliefs, just as I am entitled to 
my own. I see value in aiming not 
to change the beliefs of others, 
but to make others see beyond 
their own narrow viewpoints to 
the plane where, opinions aside, 
we all exist together. 

Pope Francis repeatedly opts 
to zero in on the shared plane 
of our humanity, even if that hu
manity is flawed. There is some
thing extremely hopeful in realiz
ing that an institution known for 
its harsh and narrow ways can 
begin to change directions after 
hundreds of years. 

I think the shift toward forgive
ness is hopeful in the sense that 
if a power such as God, wheth
er he exists or not, can learn to 
forgive, then we can all learn to 
forgive one another too. 
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Is a threat bigger than 
Trump on the way? 

TOM FENU '19 
OPINION EDITOR 

In the week following Donald 
Trump's election, a dear friend 
of mine shared a meme on her 
Facebook page which shocked 
me. It was composed of wfive 
pictures of Donald Trump, There
sa May, Xi JinPing, Vladimir Pu
tin and Marine Le Pen displayed 
alongside of each other with the 
caption: "If Le Pen wins in France 
next year, these would be the 
five leaders of the UN Security 
Council." 

In May of 2017, the French peo
ple will voice their opinions, cast 
their ballots, and elect their new 
President. Le Pen, like Trump, 
has used fear of terrorism, ha
tred of Muslims, and dumb
founded blindness to gain pop
ularity - and it has worked. The 
National Front, the main right
wing conservative political party 
of which Le Pen is the president, 
has gained considerable pop
ularity. What was once a party 
considered by the greater public 
as "fascistic" or even "neo-Nazi" 
has made unprecedented scores 
since April 2002. 

Currently, France is in the 
midst of its primaries. A catastro
phe was avoided when Nicolas 
Sarkozy, our ex-president, was 
eliminated. After all, the French 
people might have felt dubious 
towards him due to a number of 
serious accusations. In particular, 
he allegedly accepted money 

from Muammar Gaddafi to fi
nance his campaign in 2007, and 
subsequently sent French intelli
gence to kill the same leader in 
2011 during his presidency. 

However, it seems like anoth
er catastrophe could be on its 
way. Francois Filion, also known 
as, "The man with the charisma 
of an oyster," has made the cut 
and is officially the candidate for 
Sarkozy's old party, "Les Repub
licains." His friendship with Putin, 
his affection towards the Bachar
Al-Assad government, his par
adoxical economic plan to fix 
an on-going crisis, and his very 
conservative view on gay adop
tion is profoundly unappealing. 
I fear for the upcoming election, 
because the more I hear about it, 
the more I realize that the two fi
nal candidates will most likely be 
Filion and Le Pen. 

To go back to the issue of the 
United Nations Security Council, 
it seems that both of these can
didates' foreign policy plans are 
very similar. It seems as though 
the only way to prevent either of 
these candidates from winning 
the presidency, and representing 
France at the UNSC, is for the 
left-wing socialist party to have a 
strong and convincing presiden
tial candidate at its head. Given 
the unpopularity of our current 
President Francois Hollande, I 
understand why he is not running 
again next year, and I hope that 
someone more inspiring than 
him chooses to run. 

Conservatives display political literacy on college campuses 
LARRY AYER '20 
FOR THE WIRE 

G 
ay marriage, legal abor
tion, access to contra
ceptives, desegregation 

and multiculturalism are all social 
and cultural issues championed 
by the Democratic Party. These 
are all of the issues that allowed 
Democrats to win the so-called 
"culture war." 

For the better part of a de
cade, it has been clear that the 
Republican Party would go down 
in the books as being on the 
wrong side of history. With a 
majority of Americans (including 
moderate Republicans) support
ing gay marriage, legal abortion, 
and the need for racial equality, 
the GOP's rejection of some of 
those issues has held, and will 
continue to hold, Republican 

candidates back on the national 
stage. 

However, many left-wing in
dividuals use the fact that they 
have won this culture war to si
lence and attack conservative 
and even moderate Americans. 
This is most evident on college 
campuses where moderate or 
conservative speakers are dis
invited (i.e. John Derbyshire at 
Williams College in western Mas
sachusetts), where professors 
who dare to challenge students' 
extremist views are fired or are 
pressured to resign (i.e. Profes
sor Nicholas Christakis of Yale 
University), and where Residen
tial Advisors send out emails tell
ing Trump supporters not to cel
ebrate their unexpected victory 
(i.e. our own Wheaton College). 

I, like a million other American 
college students, find these acts 

of hypocrisy to be the acts of the 
true deplorables: intellectually
and politically-intolerant liberal 
college students. How can one 
preach tolerance, inclusion, and 
equality and then silence and 
berate those who either dis
agree with them or refuse to be 
as radical as they are? How can 
people claim to be morally supe
rior to their opponents by deny
ing them the basic human right 
granted by the Constitution of 
the United States dnd the Unit
ed Nations that is freedom of 
speech? 

This is not to say that political
ly liberal views are wrong: mos! 
college conservatives agree with 
college liberals about gay, wom
en's, and many minorities' rights. 
On these social issues we agree. 
As members of the millennial 
generation we have been raised 

to be tolerant of all. But it is us 
conservatives, not you liberals, 
who have been raised to be tol
erant of all people. 

Unlike college liberals, college 
conservatives and moderates 
debate ideas. We don't use the 
fact that we have won a previ
ous argument to silence you for 
all arguments to come. We don't 
tell you not to celebrate your po
litical victories. We don't scream 
at you, make threats toward you, 
har?ss you, or insult you when 
you don't conform to our be
liefs. We don't lock ourselves in 
our safe spaces to avoid hearing 
your opinion, using a concept 
designed to protect persecuted 
people as a way of intolerance. 
We don't call you stupid, evil, 
sexist, or racist when you refuse 
to debate ideas, strip us of our 
rights, call all men rapists, or say 

that white people's opinions are 
meaningless when discussing 
race. We don't attempt to make 
you feel guilty for horrific actions 
your ancestors five generations 
ago committed, even when you 
are the ones chanting "fry all the 
pigs" whenever a police officer is 
assassinated in modern times. 

You claim to be tolerant of ev
eryone, but you are only tolerant 
of those in your little bubble; you 
are tolerant of everyone unless 
they disagree with you, are male, 
or white. While the Republican 
Party is far from tolerant, millen
n;al conservatives and moder
ates are changing that. We don't 
subscribe to racism, sexism, or 
xenophobia. 

You do. 
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Fidel Castro dies at 
age of90 

OLIVIA MILNE '18 
NEWS EDITOR 

T
he leader of Cuba for 
nearly 60 years, Fidel Cas
tro died at the age of 90 

on Friday, Nov. 25. Although his 
brother Raul became the Pres
ident of the country in 2006, 
many saw Fidel as the symbol 
of the country's politics up until 
his death. Castro's dictatorship 
has left a lasting impact on the 
West and on Cuba. His brother 
Raul will continue to rule Cuba 
in the coming years. 

Castro's long rule over Cuba 
was controversial. Some Cu
bans viewed him as the revo
lutionary savior of their nation 
from the West, while many 
others viewed him as a ruthless 
authoritarian who caused per
manent damage to the coun
try. For an extended period of 
time, Cuba remained closed off 
to the West, as many countries, 
including the United States, cut 
off all diplomatic ties to the dic
tator and his country. 

However, as reported by the 
New York Times, President 
Obama reopened diplomatic 
and trade relations with Cuba in 
a controversial executive order 
in 2014. President-elect Donald 
Trump has criticized this deci
sion since Castro's passing and 
suggested that he would be 
open to cutting off diplomatic 
ties again, unless the deal be
tween the U.S. and Cuba can 
be renegotiated. "If Cuba is un
willing to make a better deal for 
the Cuban people, the Cuban/ 
American people and the U.S. 
as a whole, I will terminate the 
deal," said Trump in a Tweet. 

Due to fear of persecution 
under Castro, millions of Cu
bans fled to the United States 
and other Western nations. Dis-

Cuban political leader Fidel 
Castro Credit: naradanews.com 

sidents in the country have long 
been subject to persecution, 
jailings and mass executions 
throughout the rule of Castro. 
Those who have resettled in 
areas such as Miami have cel
ebrated Castro's death in the 
past week, while those who 
remain in Cuba have held nine 
days of mourning for the de
ceased leader. 

Contrary to Trump's claims, 
White House Press Secretary 
Josh Earnest has argued that 
the diplomatic and economic 
ties between the United States 
and Cuba would be difficult to 
undo or rollback at this point, 
according to the New York 
Times. American investments 
have already flowed into the 
country in the forms of tour
ism and economic investment 
by large corporations such as 
Walmart. 

Relations between the U.S. 
government and Raul Castro 
have long been strained. Mr. 
Trump's inflammatory state
ments may provoke reaction 
from the Cuban nation once 
he takes office and his words 
become policy. He may bring 
back the hostility and tension 
President Obama has worked 
to thaw during his presidency. 

Ncmn 
What students need to know 
about SGA Speaker Fund cuts 

Cont. from page 1 

$400 - $600. This puts a strain on 
our budget." 

"We, as a council, were not 
used to fielding such lerge fund
ing requests. The applications 
we are receiving are not the 
same and the nature of fund has 
changed. To deal with this, the 
Speaker Fund shut down," said 
Kimball, "we came together to 
reevaluate how we were looking 
at it. We needed to be more clear 
and set people's expectations, 
so they are not disappointed." 

The women's rugby club ex
perienced frustrations with the 
Speaker Fund earlier this semes
ter. The club wanted to host a talk 
by sports motivational speak
er Dr. Steve Sobel, and make it 
open to varsity teams and other 
members of the community. 

Backs Captain Amelia Berry '17 
said their application for about 
$500 to the Speaker Fund was 
denied because it was not relat
ed to education and furthering 
the bond between students and 
faculty. According to Berry, the 
email received stated that the 
large number of requests this 
year and a reduced budget were 
also reasons that they did not re
ceive funding. 

Treasurer of Women's Rugby 
Margaret Field '18 said that the 
club was also frustrated with the 
time it took to get a response to 
their funding request. They ap
plied late September for funding 
and got a response on Oct 15. 
"The speaker (Sobel) was getting 
frustrated and we had to tell him 
that we couldn't get any funding 
so he couldn't come... he was 
not happy about it." 

Although they had applied 
for the Venture Fund before, this 
was the first time that the wom
en's rugby club had applied for 
to the Speaker Fund. Fields said 
that it was hard for club sports to 

get funding. She said, "we don't 
have any other place that we can 
go to other than our own fund
raising or going to SGA." Berry 
expressed her disappointment 
saying, "We would try (and host 
a speaker) again, but it was dis
couraging. It made us feel like 
we were not an important club 
on campus." 

Field is also the Treasurer 
for Emerson Feminist Perspec
tives House and had a similar 
experience when they tried to 
host Lourdes Ashley Hunter, the 
Founder of TWOCC (Trans Wom
en of Color Collective.) "We were 
asking $2500 for very important 
speaker. They (speaker fund) 
could only give us not only a 
tenth of what we needed. We're 
getting help with that in order 
have the event next semester," 
Field said. 

Kimball said that the Educa
tion Council tries to give funding 
to every request. "We received 
20-25 applications this semester. 
Some larger events had 200-300 
attendees. Though it might not 
be the full amount, we try to give 
some funding but we are a small
er fund," he said. Kimball men
tioned that the Speaker Fund 
had helped to host important 
speakers such as Mike Domitrz 
for the SMART event "Can I Kiss 
You" and artist Judy Pfaff. 

Kimball also said that the 
Education Council along with 
Student Activities, Involvement 
and Leadership (SAIL) Director 
Andrea Holden would try their 
best to direct clubs with larg
er requests to other sources of 
funding such as Venture Fund or 
Faculty and Staff Administered 
Funds. According to the SGA 
website, the Venture Fund is 
pool of about $50,000 for events 
that "improve Wheaton's curricu
lar life and build awareness of the 
Wheaton community." 

SGA Treasurer Arielle Klop-

sis '18 is responsible for balanc
ing the $100,000 (approximate) 
budget for the Student Activity 
Fund, which the Speaker and 
Venture Fund fall under. As trea
surer, she also facilitates the pro
cesses for clubs, club sports, and 
theme houses to receive funding 
for events. 

"We (Education Council) want 
people to get the money. We try 
to collaborate with them and of
fer information about additional 
sources of funding, the Speaker 
Fund could be supplementary to 
that," Klopsis said, "We will try to 
give a portion of the funds and 
they may have to scale back the 
event if they can't get the entire 
funding." 

For next semester, Klopsis is 
working with Holden to compile 
data about SGA funding and 
make that information public. 
Furthermore, if a budget request 
cannot be met, the Education 
Council plans to invite groups 
that require more than $1000 in 
funding to their meetings to un
derstand how the money is be
ing allocated. Kimball said, "Our 
goal is to set people's expec
tations to limits and how much 
money that can reasonably get 
and what the allocation of funds 
is going to be." 

"We have heard feedback 
from people that have felt that 
we couldn't meet their request in 
full. I'm a student and I want to be 
more culturally enriched. I want 
these events to happen," Kimball 
said, "We are constrained by our 
budget and cannot meet all the 
funding requests in whole. We 
want to allocate money to a va
riety of speakers and academic 
programming." 

Wheaton Fund thanks donors through Graffiti Project 
TOM FENU '19 

OPINIONS EDITOR 

• 

T
he Wheaton Fund hosted 
a graffiti art show with 
an open-tab in the Ly

on's Den on Nov. 30. Students 
were invited to sign on behalf 
of clubs, groups and teams on 
a 4-inch by 6-inch piece of pa
per to show appreciation and 
gratitude to Wheaton donors 

who enable this school to keep 
working financially. 

In his speech, Jenish Am
atya '17, head-organizer of this 
event, mentioned all that the 
Wheaton Fund does on cam
pus. From enabling the financ
ing of scholarships, athletic 
teams and wages of professors, 
to the Wi-Fi we're provided 
with in the Dimple, Amatya put 
an emphasis on the dynamism 

and the breadth of impact of 
the Wheaton Fund. 

Amatya later mentioned how 
the Wheaton Fund had shaped 
his experience on a personal 
level. As a Barbara Coleman 
Donnelly scholar and a current 
intern at the Wheaton Fund, he 
put a huge emphasis on the ne
cessity of its existence. 

Senior Assistant Director 
for Student Fundraising Patty 

Grundy mentioned that "tuition 
only covers 80% of all our reve
nues. The Wheaton Fund tries 
to cover the rest of it in order to 
provide students with the most 
unique experience possible on 
campus." 

Grundy expressed her hope 
that this event would continue 
throughout the years, in order 
to establish a close relationship 
with donors and students. This 

is the first time such an event 
has happened, and given that it 
was very well-attended, there 
is hope for many more events 
of this kind to occur in the fu
ture. 

The Graffiti art-piece will be 
on display in Mary Lyon Hall. 



Student-run clubs 
collaborate for World 
AIDS Day 

Cont. from page 1 

Dance Studies Department held 
a showcase last Thursday, with 
students reading scenes from 
Tony Kushner's "Angels in 
America." The play was written 
at the height of the AIDS crisis 
in the 1980s and highlights the 
struggle of those who passed 
away from the disease. 

Although World AIDS Day 
has passed, there are still sev
eral ways for students to get 
involved with these student 
groups and awareness-raising 
activities. On Wednesday, Dec. 
7, DWOCC and Renaissance 
House will be hosting a mov
ie screening of "A Different 
World" followed by a discus-

sion. Interested students can 
watch the film in the Lyon's 
Lounge at 5 p.m. 

In addition, Emerson Fem
inist Perspectives House will 
be holding their annual Cookie 
Drive on Sunday, Dec. 11. Stu
dents will be able to order warm 
cookies delivered to them with 
a glass of milk from 10 p.m. un
til 2 a.m. The proceeds will go 
to the AIDS Action Committee, 
an organization that works to 
eliminate HIV/AIDS, and So
journer House, a domestic vio
lence agency in Providence, R.I. 

For the past week, the collab
oration between these groups 
has elevated the issue of AIDS/ 
HIV in students' minds and will 
continue to do so. 

Tabling at World AIDS Day Credit: S.H.A.G. lnstagram 
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How students can manage stress 
and time during finals week 

JORDANA JOY '17 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

For college students, falling 
leaves and colder weather 
is indicative of more than 

winter and the holiday season. 
As finals week approaches, 
many, if not all students ex
perience the final push to get 
through the semester. Amongst 
the sea of papers, exams and 
projects, levels of stress in
crease, according to Director of 
Counseling and Health Services 
Valerie Tobia. 

"I wouldn't even say that 
students necessarily come to 
my office or to the counseling 
center all the time or more fre
quently during exam time," she 
said. "What I would say is that 
young adults and college stu
dents see increased rates of 
anxiety and stress and difficulty 
sleeping during exam time be
cause there's a lot of pressure 
to get things done ... There's al
ways a lot to do in a very short 
period of time." 

Tobia also said that these high 
levels of stress are not only spe
cifically unique to college stu
dents. "It's similar as to when 
students graduate and get into 
a job situation where they have 
a project or deadline on some
thing, so when students learn 
the skills to manage their stress 
and their time, it's very transfer
rable to out of college experi-

ences," she said. 
According to Tobia, a major 

factor of successfully combat
ing high level of stress during 
finals week is time management 
and self-care. There ar.e now 
online resources available and 
apps to download that allow 
students and young adults to 
schedule daily duties such as 
eating, showering, exercising, 
sleeping, and work. 

A part of this time manage
ment is scheduling sleep in
stead of pulling all-nighters. 
"There can be temptations to 
pull all nighters because there's 
that pressure to make sure that 
you get all that work done," 
said Tobia. "But getting a few 
couple of sleep and staying 
on a regular schedule actually 
helps your brain function better 
than staying up those extra few 
hours." 

She also cautioned students 
to stay away from drugs and 
alcohol during finals week. 
Rates of alcohol and drug use 
increase nationally during pe
riods of high stress, but cause 
brain function to suffer and 
proves to be dangerous. 

Not only is sleep a factor in 
time management, it can im
prove self-care habits as well. 
Tobia suggests that students 
eat, sleep and exercise on a reg
ular basis during finals week, as 
well as take study breaks every 
hour, spend time with friends 

and family, making new music 
playlists and changing the proj
ects being worked on regularly. 
"Even a walk around the dimple 
can be helpful," she said. 

She also suggested that in or
der to improve studying experi
ences, a change in scenery and 
sitting with others that are also 
working on the same project 
can be helpful. 

"I think that everyone is in
dividual and that's the crucial 
thing ... whether someone has 
been diagnosed with a mental 
illness or not, it has nothing to 
do with our management of our 
stress and what we need," To
bia said. 

Utilizing other resources on 
campus can also reduce stress 
for students during finals week. 
The counseling center provides 
online resources on their web
site and encourages students 
who are struggling with anxiety 
and stress to make an appoint
ment. Academic advising offic
es can also ease the pressure of 
schoolwork and grades. 

"I think that there are a lot of 
other people on campus that 
are here to help; professors, 
staff, everyone across the spec
trum," Tobia said. "So I would 
recommend that students really 
utilize their resources and know 
what resources they have." 

According to BU: Life at a large university 
IAN OPALUCH '17 

SENIOR COPY EDITOR 

Surrounded by trees, side 
roads and convenience 
stores, many Wheaton stu

dents glorify the idea of attend
ing a large university in the city. 
However, according to Jordan 
Hirsch, a communications major 
at Boston University, enjoying 
the perks of a big city comes 
with a number of sacrifices that 
may not immediately come to 
mind. "At a big city school, it's 
very hands off. Boston Uni
versity isn't personal or warm 
and they don't really care what 
you're doing," Hirsch said. "You 
can immediately tell that it's 
just a business." 

Hirsch said this issue be
comes especially apparent in 
her classes. In particular, large 
lecture halls prevent professors 

from instituting rules about at
tendance or participation. "You 
see a lot of people on laptops, 
but the teachers are so focused 
on the large group that they 
don't care about what each 
person is doing," she said. "It 
makes me feel detached from 
the class and the material." 

Boston University tries to 
combat this problem by institut
ing additional discussion sec
tions with teaching assistants 
(TA's). But in many cases, Hirsch 
explained, TA's are unable to 
properly answer questions 
about the material. 

Undoubtedly, the social life 
in Boston is far different than 
the small town of Norton. While 
Wheaton students may feel 
trapped in the confines of cam
pus, Hirsch says she is able to 
break out of the college bubble 
whenever she likes. "If I'm ever 

feeling like I want a break, there 
are so many activities that are 
centered around Boston," she 
said. "I can walk around Boston 
Commons, go to concerts, vis
it Fenway Park, go to bars and 
meet people from other col
leges." 

Life in the city also allows 
for a plethora of food choices. 
Aside from the normal dining 
hall options, Hirsch says Bos
ton University students are also 
given "dining points" (similar to 
Lyon's bucks) that are accept
ed at some major restaurants 
around the area. .c:;he's used 
dining points at a number of lo
cations this semester, includin"g 
at Starbucks, Pinkberry, Panda 
Express, Buick Street Market 
and Domino's Pizza. "It's great 
to go out with friends to a va
riety of restaurants, especially 
since dining points don't really 

Life at Wheaton is significantly different than a large university. 
Credit: Joey Baston '19 

feel like real money." you," she said. "If you want to 
Still, Hirsch says that students be active on campus, you have 

can feel lost on such a large cam- to put in an incredible amount 
pus. "In a way, the city life simu- of work to make it happen.# 
lates real life because friends ar-
en't going to be handpicked for 
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Coffee with ... Dean 
White 

KATE WILKINSON '17 
FEATURES EDITOR 

A
fter attacking the logisti
cal aspects of the passing 
of the Regulation and Tax

ation of Marijuana Act, Associate 
Dean of Students and Director 
of Student Conduct, Brandon 
White, has had to help determine 
how the state law interacts with 
the school policy. As stated in an 
email last Thursday, the policy of 
not allowing marijuana or mar
ijuana paraphernalia on Whea
ton's campus will not change. 

"The college receives federal 
funding," said Dean White. "And 
as long as the federal govern
ment still classifies marijuana as 
an illegal substance, the college 
will do the same." 

The policy decision, in a sense, 
derives from other decisions 
made at colleges in Colorado 
where marijuana is already legal. 
Despite the policy remaining the 
same, White is curious as to how 
the state law will affect it infor
mally. 
• "I think we could take a cue 
from institutions that are dry," 
said White. "So there are col
leges and institutions that have 
alcohol-free campuses. It's not 
illegal to possess and use alco
hol. But it's prohibited on their 
campus. So what does that mean 
for sanctions, what does that 
mean for policy? ... There's gon
na be a lot of nuance to it." 

White works with students 
regarding conduct violations as 
well as student development. He 
utilizes aspects of judicial proce
dures and personal development 
theory when discussing viola
tions. 

"What I like to do when I talk 
to students about misconduct 
[is) ... to talk about the reality of 
things," said White. ''I'm not a 
judge and I mean that in all fac
tors. So I'm not sitting here and 
judging people in front of me. 
What I really like to talk about 
is the decision-making that got 
them here and how we can make 
a course change so that they 
don't end up ... out of [Wheaton). 
I like to level with students. I like 
to treat them like adults, I like to 
talk to them like adults." 

But ultimately, he finds that 
his goals align strongly with 
finding ways to help students. 
"Students' success at i!s core is 
my philosophy. Student devel
opment theory is a close second 
and just treating people like peo
ple," he said. 

Growing up in a big family in 
Northern Illinois, sports played a 

Dean Brandon White Credit: 
Lindkedln.com 

large part in White's life. He and 
his three brothers were all NCAA 
athletes in college. He started 
out as an RA and worked his way 
up, thinking he might go into 
"Parks and Recreation," but lat
er wound up in higher education. 
Working on his Ph.D., he is now 
spearheading a program called 
"Men and Masculinity" that was 
first created in the 70s and en
courages male students to en
gage in discussions on gender 
inequality. 

"The 'Men and Masculini
ty' push in higher education is 
through a feminist sense and 
it's very difficult to get men who 
don't understand those concepts 
to be a part of a men's group that 
is a part of a feminist lens be
cause the word 'feminism' scares 
a lot of men," said White. "It's 
an interesting, delicate push to 
make a group that is trying to be 
characteristic of healthy mascu
linity but still embrace the notion 
that it's from a feminist lens.~ 

While finding students to join 
the group has been a challenge, 
White said the intention of the 
discussions is to have conversa
tions that do not require a com
prehensive scholarly knowledge 
of feminism. "In order for men to 
build empathy, they have to kind 
of think about it from the sense 
that while sexual assault is typi
cally man on woman, it's not al
ways. And it doesn't have to be," 
he said. "It's about power, it's 
about authority, and so figuring 
that out is a way to build empa
thy." 

White shares his on-campus 
home with his wife and 15-pound 
shih tzu named Penny. But be
cause of the proximity of his 
home and work life, he finds it 
important to strike a balance be
tween the two. "I think I have a 
strong work ethic and I think peo
ple use that as a term to mean 
they work hard and they get the 
job done, but I like to think of it 
too as I know how to balance it 
so [as to) not take work home 
all the time," he said. "This job 
is all-encompassing, but I know 
when I get to that point that I 
need to stop and take time for 
myself - outside of work stuff." 

JJZraturrn 
WHAT the HEALTH!: Flu facts to 
keep you healthy this winter 

Your head aches, and so 
does every muscle in your 
body. You're cold one rpin

ute and hot the next. Your throat 
is scratchy and you're starting 
to cough. You might be coming 
down with the flu! 

What is the flu? 
Flu is the common name for 

influenza. It's a virus that infects 
the respiratory system. 

Often when you're sick with a 
virus, your body builds up a de
fense system by making antibod
ies. That means you usually don't 
get that particular virus strain 
again. Unfortunately, flu viruses 
mutate each year. So you aren't 
protected from getting the flu 
forever. 

How does 
spread? 

the flu 

The flu virus spreads through 
the air when a person who has 
the virus sneezes, coughs, or 
speaks. The flu can sometimes be 
passed on through objects that 
someone with the virus touched, 
sneezed, or coughed on. When 
a healthy person touches these 
contaminated items and then 
touches his or her mouth or nose, 
the virus can enter their system. 

People carrying the virus can 
be contagious 1 day before their 
symptoms appear and about 5 to 
7 days after they first get symp
toms. So it's possible to pass 
the flu on before you even know 
you're sick. 

How do I know if I 
have the flu? 

Symptoms appear anywhere 
from 1 to 4 days after a person 
has been exposed to the virus. 
The main symptoms of flu are: 
headache, sore throat, fever, 
chills, muscle aches, stuffy nose 
and dry cough. 

Someone with the flu may have 
a high fever (104°F), feel achy, 
extra tired and may lose their 
appetite. The fever and aches 
usually disappear within a few 
days, but the sore throat, cough, 
stuffy nose, and tiredness may 
continue for a week or more. In 
addition, the flu can sometimes 
cause vomiting, abdominal pain, 
and diarrhea. 

Although you may feel misera
ble if you get the flu, it's unlikely 
to be serious though people with 
chronic medical conditions are 
more likely to become seriously 
ill with the flu. 

What to do if you 
get the flu: 

If you get the flu, the best way 
to take care of yourself is to rest 
in bed and drink lots of liquids 
like water and other non-caffein
ated drinks. Stay home and do 
not attend classes until you feel 
better and your temperature has 
returned to normal. 

Most people who get the flu 
get better on their own after the 
virus runs its course. But call your 
doctor or Norton Medical Cen
ter (508-286-5400) if you have 
the flu and: 

- you're getting worse instead 
of better 

- you have trouble breathing 
or develop other complications, 
such as a sinus infection 

- you have a medical condition 
(for example, diabetes, heart 

problems, asthma, or other lung 
problems) 

Most individuals can take acet
aminophen (Tylenol) or ibuprofen 
(Motrin or Advil) to help with fe
ver and aches. Antibiotics don't 
work on viruses, so they won't 
help someone with the flu get 
better. Sometimes doctors can 
prescribe an antiviral medicine to 
reduce the length of time a per
son is ill from the flu. These med
icines are effective only against 
some types of flu virus and must 
be taken within 48 hours after flu 
symptoms appear. 

So how do you 
avoid getting sick 
during flu out
breaks? 

Wash your hands often and 
thoroughly. Avoid sharing cups, 
utensils, or towels with others. If 
you do catch the flu, use tissues 
whenever you sneeze or cough 
to avoid spreading the virus. 

Get a flu shot. The shot con
tains killed flu viruses and will 
make your body create antibod
ies that fight off infection if you 
come into contact with the live 
flu virus. 

If you do get the flu this sea
son, take care of yourself and call 
your doctor with any questions 
or concerns. When you're feel
ing bad, it can help to remember 
that the flu usually lasts a week 
or less and you'll be back to your 
normal activities before too long. 

Courtesy of Wheaton's 
Counseling and Student Health 

Services 

Don't Panic: Pockets and gender are fake 

Audrey Dubois '17 and Henry 
Gould '20 Credit. Courtney 
Roque '17 

AUDREY DUBOIS '17 AND 
HENRY GOLD '20 

WEB EDITOR AND WIRE STAFF 

Dear Audrey and Henry 
What do I do with my life after 

I graduate? 
-No-Plans Natalie 

Dear NPN, 
Listen. I have never been out

side these four walls of Wheaton. 
I don't know what's out there or 
what happens to people alter 
they don the black robes of judg
ment and receive their partici
pation certificate. But I do have 
some friends who have passed 
through the final ceremony, and 
they have been able to sneak in
formation back to me by attach
ing notes to carrier geese and 
teaching squirrels to speak, and 
also through Facebook Messen-

ger. From what I've heard- and 
these are just rumors- when you 
graduate, you don't have to write 
papers anymore so you can play 
as much Guitar Hero as you want, 
and you can eat a chicken burg
er anytime, not just between the 
hours of 9 and 11. 

-Audrey 
Dear Natalie, 

Become a consultant; as far as 
I'm aware they tell people things 
they should already know and 
then get paid more than the per
son they are consulting for. I'd 
work on your poker face, invest 
in some nice professional clothes 
and start raking in the cash. 

- Henry 
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Holiday playlist for a very New 
England winter 

EMILY BLAY '19 
ARTS AND CULTURE EDITOR 

Regardless of which, if 
any, holiday you are cel
ebrating this winter, the 

perfect playlist is essential for 
providing a background to the 
freezing, snow-covered New 
England days. But do not fret. 
This jazz-infused collection of 
songs is sure to make you feel 
merry and bright. 

1. "Jingle Bell Rock" 
Regardless of this song's or

igin in Christmas tradition, all 
who seek a winter classic can 
enjoy it. The song was first re
leased in 1957 and sung by 
Bobby Helms, though over the 
years versions by Blake Shelton 
and Miranda Lambert, Rascal 
Flatts and George Strait have 
topped the charts as well. 

2. "White Winter Hymnal" by 
Fleet Foxes 

"I was following the pack, 

all swallowed in their coats I 
With scarves of red tied 'round 
their throats / To keep their 
little heads from falling in the 
snow ... ," sings Robin Pecknold, 
the lead singer of this Seat
tle-based folk group, in lyrics 
that describe a picturesque 
winter outing. 

3. "Winter Wonderland" 
Michael Buble performs my 

personal favorite version of 
this song. Buble will be star
ring in his fifth consecutive hol
iday special, "Michael Buble's 
Christmas in Hollywood," on 
NBC. 

4. "Linus and Lucy" by Vince 
Guaraldi Trio 

Hailing from the 1965 televi
sion special "A Charlie Brown 
Christmas," this piano-based 
tune is nothing but upbeat in its 
cheerful and fast-paced tempo. 

5. "Cheek to Cheek" by Tony 
Bennett and Lady Gaga 

Tony Bennett and Lady Gaga 
revived this classic jazz tune, 
previously performed by the 
likes of Ella Fitzgerald and Lou
is Armstrong, on their 2014 al
bum of the same name. 

6. "The Way You Look Tonight" 
by Frank Sinatra 

Do you know how to ball
room dance? Well, this song is 
made for that. 

7. "This Guy's in love With You" 
by Herb Alpert & the Tijuana 
Brass 

Because the holiday season 
provides the perfect excuse for 
romantic jazz tunes. 

New exhibit openings in the 
Beard and Weil Galleries • 

Cont. from page 1 

plaques of text notes, "Water 
is elemental." The goal of the 
exhibit is to engage water's 
complex role with the individu
al, society, nature and Wheaton 
as an essential part of life. 

Curated pieces include the 
classic landscape painting "Pas
toral Snow Scene" by Herman 
Dudley Murphy as well as pho
tos of the Synchronized Swim
ming Team from the 1930s 
through the 1970s taken from 
the Marion B. Gebbie Archives 

and Special Collections. 
The wide range of pieces on 

display is what makes the e,_
hibit highly intriguing. 

"It's Elemental: Water" will 
be in the gallery until Feb. 22, 
2017. Both "Water" and "Atlan
tic Time" are well worth a visit. 

World Music Ensemble 
showcases international 

• masterpieces 
EMILY BLAY '19 

ARTS AND CULTURE EDITOR 

0 n the evening of Nov. 
30, the World Music 
Ensemble took to the 

Weber Theatre stage in Wat
son Fine Arts to deliver a per
formance of 10 songs from mu
sical traditions as far reaching 
as Cuba, Galicia and Russia. 

Directed by Assistant Pro
fessor of Music Sheila Falls-Ke
ohane, the performance was 
diverse and sonically pleasing, 
proving once again that the 
Wheaton community is home 
to multitudes of talent. Each 
song, easily classified as folk 
or traditional, exposed the au
dience to something new and 
out of the ordinary. 

This fall's ensemble is com
posed of the following 13 mem
bers: Jesse Aronson '17, Minji 
Chang '19, Charlotte Chuen '19, 
Matthew Colella '18, Kristina 
Danga '17, Abigail Epplett '18, 
Heather Fang '17, Jeremy Holt 
'20, Aidan Keohane '20, Lily 
Maranci '20, Jessica Ryabin '17, 
Ines Tambunting '17 and Gabri
elle Vargas '19. 

Falls-Keohane told the audi
ence that she likes to incorpo
rate the heritage of ensemble 
members whenever possible. 
For the evening's performance, 
one member's Russian back
ground was embraced in the 
three songs "Russian Song 
Tune," "Korobushka" and 
"Katyusha." 

Most of the evening's songs 
were fast-paced, upbeat and 
vaguely familiar-sounding. Sev-

eral audience members could 
be seen dancing in their seats. 
The music was traditional but 
by no means classical. 

Interestingly, Falls-Keohane 
noted that the second to last 
song of the evening, "Hasta 
Siempre, Commandante," was 
written about a commander 
who supported Fidel Castro in 
the Cuban Revolution. Castro 
died on Nov. 2S this year and 
with his death, the use of the 
phrase has resurfaced. 

Though Falls-Keohane chose 
the song for the repertoire at 
the beginning of the semester, 
she repeatedly expressed the 
relevance it has in the current 
political climate of Cuba and 
the world at large. 

As Falls-Keohane stated, 
there is great political power in 
songs. Songs, she said, are ve
hicles of expression for all peo
ple. They last through the years 
and, unlike political speeches, 
are preserved in their original 
states- covered by artists again 
and again in a widespread, ac
cessible manner. Songs tran
scend history's depth and time, 
as they are embraced by differ
ent groups of people even hun
dreds of years apart. 

Before beginning the song, 
Falls-Keohane posed a ques
tion regarding what type of 
political songs will come out of 
the current times. It turns out 
that there is no simple answer; 
regardless, music, .;s the World 
Ensemble reminded its audi
ence, remains equally signifi
cant in all places. 

Tweet of the Week 
0 

1,040 3,239 

• • I 
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Men's and Women's Basketball both remain hopeful despite slow 
starts to seasons 

RILEY HEIST '18 
WIRE STAFF 

W
heaton Men's Basket
ball started their sea
son on Nov. 15 with a 

win against Dean College. Since 
that victory, heavy contributions 
from upperclassmen players 
have guided the Lyons have to a 
4-3 record this season. 

The Lyons' first game was 
played at home against Dean 
College. After David Carbonel
lo '19 got the first basket of the 
game, Dean College was quick 
to come back with a string of 
points. With 11:34 left in the first 
half, the Lyons were staring down 
at a 15-13 deficit. 

For four solid minutes, Whea
ton failed to get any points on 
the scoreboard. Finally, with a 
time of 2:08, Carbonello scored 
a layup, which ended the team's 
scoreless streak. With the start 
of the second half, the Lyons 
worked hard to gain back points 
and closed the gap between the 
two teams. With twelve minutes 
left on the clock, Liam Bruno'18 
tied the game with a three-point
er. The Lyons went on to win 
comfortably, with a final score of 
70-59. 

Carbonello led the team with a 
career high of 22 points. He was 
able to control the tempo of the 
game and exploit weaknesses 
in the Dean College defense by 
making swift moves and finishing 
at the basket. 

Alex DuBrow hit 7-11 from the free-throw line in a recent game on 
Nov. 27. Credit: Wheaton College Athletics 

Captain Quinton Dale '17 
helped the cause by netting 
11 points and grabbing 17 re
bounds. Dale was faced with 
some tough competition against 
some of Dean's players but was 
poised throughout the game and 
showed his leadership both on 
and off the court. Dale currently 
leads the nation in double-dou
bles. 

Following the season opener, 
the men have played six more 
games. Two of their losses were 
against Western New England 
and Southern Maine University in 
the Herb Kenny Tip Tournament. 
The game against Southern 
Maine was a tough loss, as the 
men played five overtimes, even
tually losing 131-125. After these 
two losses, the men won against 
Roger Williams and Regis, and 
lost the most recent game at 
Framingham State with an final 
score of 67-63. The men ended 
November with a record of 3-3. 

Their most recent game was an 
83-71 victory over Worcester 
State. 

Looking ahead to the rest of 
the season, the men said they are 
extremely excited. Ben Christo
pher '17 said he was impressed 
with the team so far but he's also 
excited to see the progress that 
will occur throughout the season. 
"The young talent and work ethic 
has been great, but we still have 
a lot of work to do to reach our 
full potential," Christopher '17 
said. 

After falling short of their goal 
of making it to the NEWMAC 
tournament last year, Coach 
Walmsley and the men have had 
a productive off-season that they 
believe has them poised to reach 
all their goals this year. Captain 
Quinton Dale agreed, and said 
his goal for the Lyons was to go 
all the way. "[We want) to have 
a winning record and to win the 
NEWMAC tournament." 

NFL viewership down over past year 
LUCAS ROSA '18 
SPORTS EDITOR 

0 ver the past decade, 
the National Football 
League (NFL) has seen 

a considerable rise in viewership 
and revenue, making it the most 
profitable of the four major team 
sports leagues in America. How
ever, this season has bucked that 
trend. According to Sports Illus
trated, viewership numbers na
tionwide for the NFL have gener
ally lowered, at times, by 10-20% 
from last year. 

There are many theories as to 
why there is a decline in viewer
ship for a sport that Americans 
usually watch fervently. The 
most obvious possibility is that 
the election has taken attention 
away from the NFL. While the 
league has stated that it has 
had drops in viewership due to 
presidential races in the past, it 

is nothing like what is currently 
occurring. 

A Seton Hall poll conducted in 
October did its best to explain 
other factors that went into the 
viewership decline. According to 
CBS Sports, the poll cited the na
tional anthem protests as one of 
the major factors. Many players 
across the league have been pro
testing the national anthem, with 
the stated goal of working to
ward equality for all Americans. 

While the kneelings seem like 
a positive form of peaceful pro
test, some of the efforts have 
been met with significant neg
ative reactions. This is especial
ly true for San Francisco 49ers 
quarterback Colin Kaepernick, 
who is one of the most vocal pro
testers but also admitted to not 
voting and also recently came 
out with comments supporting 
Fidel Castro. 

A major problem that has been 

pertinent for several years is the 
instances of domestic violence 
across the league by NFL play
ers. Although the occurrence of 
these domestic violence crimes 
among players was a factor in 
reduced viewership, the Seton 
Hall poll indicated that national 
anthem protests had a larger ef
fect on viewership ratings. This 
may be extremely troublesome, 
as peaceful protests appear to 
be more repellant to NFL view
ers than domestic violence. 

Others have simply cited a 
decline in viewer enjoyment as 
the reason for reduced interest. 
Games have been stalled by 
lengthy commercials, bad refer
eeing and inconsistent team per
formances. This may be part of 
the reason why many primetime 
games have seen nearly a 20% 
drop in viewership, according to 
Forbes. 

Teams have also featured 
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W omen's Basketball host
ed their season opener 
on Friday, Nov. 18 in the 

Cheryl Warren-Powers '95 Me
morial Tip-Off Tournament. The 
tournament consisted of three 
teams and two games for each 
team. 

The tournament was created 
in memory of a former Wheaton 
athlete who passed away on May 
22, 2012. A foundation was cre
ated in her name to help support 
Cheryl's twins, Craig and Jordan. 
Donations can still be made. 

The first game of the tour
nament was Wheaton College 
against New Jersey City. Direct
ly following the tip off, Wheaton 
pulled ahead with junior Rebecca 
Olivieri '18 scoring a total of four 
free-throws. Olivieri went on to 
have a career-high score of 20 
points for the game. 

After Wheaton scored a few 
early points, the New Jersey 
City's Gothic Knights regained 
control of the game, taking an 
18-17 lead with 6:57 remaining 
in the first half. Six and a-half 
minutes later, Oppie Morris '18 
made a layup to pull the Lyon's 
ahead 31-30. 

During the third quarter, the 
Lyons lost the lead once again 
when the Gothic Knights made 
two layups in a row. With four 
minutes left on the clock in the 
quarter, Jill Bodreau '18 scored a 
layup to put Wheaton ahead. The 
Lyon's extended their lead in the 
final minutes of the game, and 
ended up winning handily, 76-63. 

During the second day of the 
tournament, Wheaton fell to 
Framingham State with a final 
score of 87-63. The Framingham 

stronger offenses since fantasy 
football has become popular. 
Many NFL owners have heavy 
investments in fantasy football 
leagues. The way fantasy football 
works relies on an offense-heavy 
league in order to generate fan
tasy 'points'. Fantasy football can 
cause casual young viewers to 
pay attention to games that are 
outside of their local teams. This, 
of course, creates more viewer
ship and revenue for multiple 
games each week. 

The NFL seems to have 
been accommodating to an of
fense-heavy league by adding 
more defensive penalties and 
making it easier for teams to have 
a passing game. Yet, now that 
fantasy football is not new and 
exciting, it may be the case that 
the poor offenses in the league 
are just not talented enough to 

Women's Basketball plays first 
game of season Credit: Joey 
Batson '19 

State Rams came out to score the 
first basket and they continued 
to hold the lead throughout the 
game. Bodreau led the team with 
12 points, Sophia Black '17 had 
11, Morris had nine and Ruthie 
Zientek '18 had eight points. On 
Nov. 22, the Lyons lost to Tufts 
by a score of 73-39. Tufts was 
chosen as the top-ranked team 
in the country last year. With the 
women's loss to Babson on Nov. 
30, their record entering Decem
ber was 1-3. 

Despite the rough start, the 
women are hopeful that they will 
turn their record around. Cap
tain Emily Cuthbertson '18 said 
that she believes in the team's 
future. "We have a very young 
team with a lot of potential. Our 
goal of the year is to make the 
NEWMAC tournament. With 
the positive attitude that the 
first-years [have) along with the 
[attitude] returning students are 
bringing to the court, we are con
fident we can achieve that goal," 
Cuthbertson said. 

hold the younger audiences' at
tentions for such a long time. 
In pursuit of profits, the NFL 
may have accidentally created a 
wave of viewers that cannot sit 
through a long defensive foot
ball game. The NFL may already 
be responding to this fact, as ac
cording to the New York Times, 
they have recently come out with 
plans to shorten games. 

There is also evidence that 
the decline in consistency has 
reduced viewership. The local 
New England Patriots are one 
of the more consistent teams in 
the league, and one of the only 
teams whose numbers have not 
dropped substantially this year. 
Whatever the cause of the drop 
in viewership, it seems to have 
not influenced New England 
viewers as much. 


