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Prospective Students Day 
showcases Admissions' 
programming advancements 

JORDANA JOY '17 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

The Admissions Office 

kicked off one of its larg
est events of the semester 

thus far with their annual Admit

ted Student Overnight Program or 
Prospective Students D ay on Feb. 
19. Ind ividual overnight programs 

began on Feb. 20 and will continue 
every Sunday th rough Wednesday 

evenings. 
"We've really stepped it up in 

terms of the overnight program
ming. That's an admissions initia
tive," said Steve Kimball '18, one 

of eight interns for the Admissions 
Office. The main focus of the in

terns' work was to plan the over
night component of the event, as 

well as assemble material for pro-

spectivc students. 
The recent Prospective Students 

Day was targeted specifica lly for 

students accepted through Early 

Action or Early D ecision. Approx

imately 150 prospective students 
attended the overnight prog ram, 

with many others remaining on 
a waitlist. Chase Dining I !all was 
closed and Emerson Dining Hall 

was opened for dinner due to an 

expected 300 people to attend. 
Given the sheer size of the pro

spective student attendance, host 

numbers were proportionally 60 
people sho rt. "That's what we 

struggle with is getting people in
volved and willing to host. It cer

tain ly is a large time commitment 

so getting people to host is our 

Cont. 011 pt,ge -I 

Diverse performances 

bring dynamism to 
Unmasked: Dance Fest 

NINA TREESE '20 
FOR THE WIRE 

D ancc groups arc an inte
gral part o f the arts here 

at \X'hcaton College and, 
not surprising!), prove to be their 

best when they embrace the spirit 
o f collaboration. 

( )n the e\·ening of Friday Feb. 17, 
Tap Out Loud ,rnd Paraiso Latino 

10111cd forces for .1 night of cnergu 
ic and c:clectic dance numbers on 
the \\ eber T heatn stage in \X at son 
h ne \rts. G uest tKrforn1.1nces 111 
eluded Voices l 'nited to lam, I.\ 
111111' 1.rons and T he\\ he.nones. A 
collccuon of dances choreographed 

to modern pop music and an as
sortment o f traditional pieces orig

inating from countries across Latin 
America were woven together to 

create a dynamic atmosphere. 
The night was composed of 

man} performances from each 

g roup, celebrating multiple dance 
styles and the talents of \\ hcaton's 

dancers. 
Paraiso Latino, \\ heaton's L:1tin 

dance group, kicked off the night 

b\ d.rncing to Cumb1a, a unifying 
mustc1 I genre widespread through 
out Latin \ meric1. Th rou_ghout the 

night, the\· continued to celebrate 

I.at in cult ure by performing 
Cont. 011 p,1g1· 7 
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After the initial posters were taken down and D ean Kate addressed the student body, more 
resurfaced this past Sunday outside Meneely Hall. Credit: Ian Opaluch '17 

"PUNCH NAZIS IN THE FACE" 
poster resurfaces on campus 

IAN OPALUCH '17 AND KATE 
WILKINSON '17 

SENIOR COPY EDITOR AND 
FEATURES EDITOR 

P
osters labeled "PUNCI I 
NAZIS IN Tl IE FACE" 

have reappeared on campus 
after prcYiously being rcmmed by 
Public Safoc1 and T,hc Office of 
Rcs1dent1al I .1fe. In an em.iii to the 
\\ he:11011 commun1t\ on S,1ll1rday, 
D ean of ~tmknts "-?Ire "-enny a,
scrtl'll th.1t the posters were "in 
.1ppropn:1te and int1m1~ht ing" and 
hat \ iolcnt th re.Its "l1.1d no place 

on our campus." 

Approximately seven students 
attended D ean Kenn) 's o fficial 

discussion on the incident at 3 
p.m. this afternoon. 1\t least two 

of those students criticized the 
tone of Dean Kenny's email, with 

one student sayi ng that it did nor 
"specifically and strongly condemn 
bigotry." ,\ t the discussion, Dean 

Kenny explained that the en1:1il 
w.1s challmging to write but did 
s.1y that "studt.nts were fcding un
s.1fc" and that \\ he:1ton "c.111't ac

cept !direct] threats of \'iolence." 
Dt..111 Kenny :ilso e:-.pressl'll con
cerns that the: signs may ha\·e bc:en 

condon111g Yiolcncc: tow.1rds other 

groups, potent ially including con
sen atiYes. 

,\ t least one ne\\ post<.:r n:sur

faccd since Dean Kenny's di,cus
sion concluded. T he postc.:r \\'as 

discm·crcd on one of the ma111 
doors of the \lenech building b\ 
the \\ ire. The \\ ire :i lerted Public 

Safety and Dean h cnny to the ne\\' 
dnclopments. 

The\\ ire staff recc:ntly discussed 
the 111cident .ind Dc:,111 Kcnm \ 

campuv\11de email this p.1rt ~Ion
thy afternoon on our first "Do\\ n 
to the \\ ire" sho,\, which c:in he 

fm:nd on our Tw1t1<.:r, F,1cebook 

and website. 

Inside this issue : Trump revives Dakota Access Pipeline (page 3), Leslie Amper gives piano recital (page 
4), Chapel Basement undergoes renovations (page 5) and Epplett breaks 600 meter record (page 8) . 
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From the editor 

Hate speech and violent 
rhetoric is, unfortunate
ly, a recurring issue on 

Wheaton's campus. Anti-semi
tism, racism and anti-immigration 
speech has reared its head one way 
or another throughout the years, 
whether it's presented through pos
tering, vandalism or social media. 
Although these instances prove to 
be outliers of a greater, more inclu
sive community, they still provide 
an unfortunate reminder that our 
campus is not always as progressive 
or liberal as it may seem. 

I lowc\·er pervasi\·e the5e issues 
may seem, the true illustrator of 
\\ hcaton's climate is in response 
and interaction with these instanc
es. Pushing for neutral discussions 
and representation does not allo\\" 

the student body to criti9ue and de
bate amongst each other. In \'\°hea
ton being a liberal campus, ignor-

ing its inherent political climate 
only further silences those that 
have varying opinions and beliefs. 
By standing for inclusivity, we must 
also reject ignorance and bigotry. 

There is no neutrality in upholding 
our humanity. 

Although a remarkably vocal, 
opinionated and passionate group 
of people, we must also recognize 
our tendency to lack an urgency 
to take action and take adrnntage 
of the resources arnilable to us. 
We criticize without engaging. We 
push for more programming, yet 
don't attend after it gains traction. 
As a community that learns, lives 
and grows together, it is crucial 
that we engage with the intercon 
nected nature of our programs, 
e\·ents and work to further prog
ress and strength. 

JPJ 

Overheard at Wheaton 
"The Loft nachos were like Reaganomics: everything 
on the top and desolate at the bottom." 

"I don't believe in the :Midwest." 

"I'm not a cannibal but bodybuilders look like chick
en." 

"My mom runs my Instagram account." 

"My dog thinks that Watergate was the best thing to 
happen in 1\merica." 

~taff 
Jordana Joy '17 
Kunzang Tsheri ng '17 
Ian Opaluch '17 

Sarah Gould '17 

Audrey DuBois '17 
Lucas Rosa '18 
K1ki .:\larlam '20 

Kate Wilkinson '17 

Emil) Blay '19 
Tom f·enu '19 

Sara Petrangelo '17 

Joe) Batson '19 
, \drien Gardner Lesser '20 

Demetra Edwards '17 
;s.;icole I.abresh '17 

Eryn Hoang '18 
Francisco Tamargo '17 
Paige Brngcr '17 

Editor-in-Chief 
~lanaging Editor 
Senior Copy Editor 
Senior Editor 

Web Editor 

Spom Editor 
News Editor 

f-catures Editor 
Arts and Culture Editor 
Opinion Editor 
Asst. \X,eb Editor 

Chief Photographer 
Design Editor 
Copy Editor 

Copy Editor 
Copy Editor 
Business Manager 
Advertising Coordtnator 

1.Grtfrrs 
Last week in photos: BSA's annual 
Black and Gold event 

Portraits taken during BSA's Black and Gold event Credit: BSA Wheaton Facebook 

Wheaton College Public Safety Log 
ALCOHOL/ DRUGS Any 
Drug Violation 
Date: Fri. Feb. 17, 2017 at 23:30 
Location: MEADOWS I IALL 
WEST 

ALCOHOL/ DRUGS Any 

cigarette container between Wat
son and Mars Arts is smoldering. 

SAFETY & SECURITY I la
rassment/ Annoyance 
Date: Sun. Feb. 19, 2017 at 14:51 
Location: PUBLIC SAFETY 

Drug Violation OFflCE 
Date: Sat. Feb. 18, 2017 at 00:10 

Location: CLARK I !ALL TRAFFIC Motor Vehicle acci
dent 

ALCOHOL DRUGS Any Alco- Date: Mon. feb. 20 at 09:16 
hol Violation 

Date: Sat. f-eb. 18, 2017 at 00:29 
Location: CLARK I !ALL 

HAZARD Safety Hazard 
Date: Sat. Feb. 18, 2017 at 19:29 
Location: WATSO 
Summary: Report of the outside 

Location: PARKING I.OT 2 
Summary: 13 (Sgt. Domagalski) 
off with MVA in Lot 2. 

FIRE SAFETY Fire/Smoke 
Condition 

Date: Mon. Feb. 20, 2017 at 12:48 
Location: WATSON 

Summary: Caller reports smoke 
from ash box on Watson exterior 
wall. 13 (Sgt. Domagalski) resp. 

MEDICAL Meidcal Incident 

Date: Tues. f-eb. 21, 2017 at 08:52 
Location: K ILi 1AM I !ALL 
Summary: Student with foot in
jury, requesting hep. U104 resond
ing, request for Rescue. Norton 
transporting student. 

MEDICAL Psychiatric Incident 
Date: Wed. Fcb.22, 2017 at 11:25 
Location: STANTON I !ALL 

Summary: Request for well being 
check on stduent. Parents are here 
on campus with him. Dean Tray
ford with mom. Determined that 
they are all at the Advising Center. 

Have a correction or letter to the editor? Want to 
advertise with us? Send an email to joy _jordana@ 
wheatoncollege.edu, or come visit us! We meet in 
the 1960 Room in Balfour on Tuesdays at 7 p.m. 

The Wheaton Wire wheatonwire @Wheaton Wire 

Iii thewheatonwire@gmail.com I •::"-I www.wheatonwire.com 
I I 
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The evolving linkages between parenthood and marriage 
PIA PARISI-MARCOUX '19 

FOR THE WIRE 

Like Jesus or Wonder Bread, 

marriage - and more spe
cifically, marriage charac

terized by cozy, picket-fence do
mesticity - is deeply woven into 
American life and consciousness. 
Few traditions are as discussed and 
disputed; few are so loathed and 
loved. 

While marriage retains its sig
nificance, if symbolically, among 
Americans roday, the institution it
self is evolving, and rapid social and 
demographic changes are to blame. 
What once so forcefully organized 

American life no longer does, and 
arguably, has not for several de

cades. As a consequence, marriage 
has become no stranger to national 
debate, in which we bemoan out
of-wedlock birth, skyrocketing 
divorce and premarital sex, and 
wax rhapsodic about the "good ol' 
days" - when men were men, wom
en were women and marriage was 
"just how things were done." 

At the crux of this debate is the 
question of whether marriage is os
tensibly suited for the modern age 

or whether it sits at the threshold 
of insignificance. And at the crux 

of this, like most issues, is fear - of 
change, of the future, of becoming 
irrelevant, of shifts in power. 
As far as reproduction goes, mar
riage has seen a dramatic shift. 
Americans postpone marriage and 
live in their parents' homes, with 
friends or with unmarried part
ners. More Americans live together 
without getting married, either as a 
precursor to marriage or an alter
native to living alone; these alter
natives make marriage less central 
to domestic life. 

Divorce is, as I wrote earlier, 
"skyrocketing," as are births to 
unmarried mothers, leaving more 
households headed by single par
ents. More women participate in 
the labor force, leading to a decline 
in the prevalence of "tradition
al" one wage-earner, two-parent 
families. Americans are, since the 
advent of reliable and effective 
birth control, able to control their 
fertility and do not have to choose 
between abstinence and unplanned 
pregnancy. Americans are also in
creasingly tolerant of gay marriage. 
All of these demographic and be
havioral trends can inform how we 

make sense of marriage. 
We can look at demographic 

trends to make sense of patterns 
and to declare which direction we 
think the country is shifting, both 
behaviorally and attitudinally -
which do not always correlate. The 
following two examples illustrate 
that: 

First, today, men on average 
marry at 29, while women marry 
at 27. This is a seismic shift, com
pared with 23 and 20 in 1950 for 
men and women respectively. That 
men and women are marrying old
er may indicate a reduced urgency 
to produce children quickly and en 
masse. This does not necessarily in
dicate that married couples are es
chewing children altogether. Rath
er, opting to marry even at an age 
when biological fertility in wom
en is reduced indicates that such 
unions are entered into for reasons 
other than procreation. 

Second, an increasing plurality 
of Americans not only agree but 
identify as "strongly in favor" of 
gay couples' right to enter into mar
ital unions, a right preV1ously only 
enjoyed by heterosexual couples. 
This indicates that a preponder
ance of Americans is progressively 

amenable to changes in marriage 
as it is traditionally defined and 
structured. This, of course, means 
that for many Americans, a fertili
ty-based explanation of marriage is 
no longer the only legitimate one. 

Also important to consider is 
the history. For example, absolutely 
singular to this discussion, at least 
as far as parenthood is concerned, 
is understanding birth control and 
its effect on American society. 

According to author Stephen 
ock "the centrality of marriage 

in American culture can be under
stood, in part, as a consequence of 
poorly controlled fertility." Before 
the advent of effective and reliable 
contraception, children were an al
most unavoidable byproduct of sex. 
Consideration of this possibility 
was, as a consequence, a large part 
of navi!,,ating intimate relation
ships, in that marriage functioned 
as a partnership that allocated re
sponsibility for offspring. 

It is for this reason that commu
nities have attempted to regulate 
adultery and illegitimacy: if chil
dren are not born to two parents, 
responsibility cannot so neatly be 
designated, sometimes creating 
"collective obligations for the care 

of offspring," according to :,.:ock. 
Because of potential public conse
quences, sex has never been soleh 
in the purYiew of individuals. Bmh 
control, however, stripped sex of 
previously ine\·itable reproducti\·e 
outcomes and in doing so, allowed 
sex to be just that: sex. 

Once sex was uncoupled from 
fertility, emphasis on parenthood 
and marriage as strongholds of 
American society decreased. If the 
circumstances through which one 
entered into parenthood could be 
controlled, so too could the cir
cumstances through which one 
entered into marriage. Advances 
technology and law, together with 
changes in culture - namely the 
weakening of social norms that 
vilified premarital sex and out-of
wedlock child rearing - allowed 
young people to delay union for
mation without having to choose 
between abstinence and unplanned 
pregnancy. 

Ultimately, America appears to 
be shifting away from traditional 
marriage, but it's up to us to deter
mine if that's necessarily a social 
problem, and if it is, whether it's 
one we can - o r should - fix. 

Trump revives the controversial construction of the 
Dakota Access Pipeline 

MORGAN DELAHUNT '20 
FOR THEW/RE 

0 n Jan. 24, President 
Trump signed exc.:cu
ti\·e orders d1rec11ng the 

Arm) Corps of Engineers to "re
\"JC.:\\. and approve in an expedued 
manner" the further construction 
of the Dakota Access Pipelme. 

The Dakota Access Pipeline has 
become increasing(} contro,·er
sial over the last couple months. 
One of the four states 111 which 
the D1\PL goes through is North 
Dakota, home to the Standmg 
Rock Reservation and the ati\'e 
American Sioux Tribe. This S3.7 
bi llion pipeline project is said to 

send 470,000 barrels of crude oi l 
per day from '\lorth Dakota to Illi
nois. Energ} Transfer Partners, the 
company 1mplemen11ng the pipe-
1 ine, 1s making a choice that is cost 
effecuve and efficient in terms of 
transportation. 

Though these points may sound 
like pros, rhev come at ,l price that 
contributes to an urgc.:nt cm iron 
ment.tl cns1s that wi ll contam111atc 
the main \\;ltlr supph and rum 
,evu.11 sacred rnu.11 sites on thc 
Standmg Rock Rc,en.uion. Sign
ing cxecuti\·e orders to pursue con
strucuon of the pipclme •~mores 
the pressmg environmental and 
civil concerns \\ h1lc also support
ing :m increase m 1obs, econom 
1c growth and a plan to "tap into 
\mer1ca's energ\ supph more," 
according to \X'hite I louse Press 
Secretaq Stan 5p1cer. It 1s of no 
surprise that Trump is pushing for 
the development of our econom\ at 
the expense of environmental and 

civi l unrest. 
In response, the people of Stand 

mg Rock are not read\ to let this 
pipeline dictate the safcq and pres
ervation of their community. Thus, 
the NatJ\-c ,\mencans within this 
communit\ are prepared to appear 

Protestors at sacr d burial ground disturbed by bulldozers building the DAPL. Credit: cloudfrom. 
net 

m court in the near fufure to elim
mate any further production of tht· 
Pipeline. 

Standing Rock Sioux Tribe 
Chairman 0,1\"e .\rchambault II 
said in a ~tatement, "President 
Trump is legally required to hon 

or our treaty rights and prm·ide a 
fair and reasonable pipeline pro
cess. Americ:ms know this pipeline 
was unfa1rl} rerouted towards our 
nanon and without our consent. 
The <:xisting pipeline route risks 
infringing on our treat\" rights, 

contaminating our water and the 
water of Ii" million ,\mericans 
downstream.'' 

In the meantime, mam anxious
ly aw;rn a final and clear.ans\\er to 

the pipeline con.stc1u;tion dilemma. 
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Colors in music with pianist Leslie Amper 

KIKI MARLAM '20 
NEWS EDITOR 

S ynesthes1a is a condition in 

which a stimulus invokes a 

perception of color tone or 
color taste. On Feb. 22, Leslie i\m
per, an acclaimed pianist and As
sistant Professor at \\.hcaton, gave 

a piano recital and lecture entitled 

"Blended Senses: Synesthesia in 
;\[usic, Art, Literature and Fash

ion." The event started at 7:30 p.m. 
in :\!ary I .yon Hall and focused on 
color syncsthesia called chromes
thcsia. 

The first half of the program 
included piano performances of 
compositions by Oli\·ier ;\[essiaen, 

Mozart, Amy Beach, Franz Liszt 

and Gyorgy Ligeti. The composers 

of the pieces performed were iden
tified to be synesthetes and con

ducted the orchestra based on their 
syncsthesiac perceptions. "Some of 

these artists have synesthesia, so 

the idea of connecting music to art 

was the inspiration," said Amper. 

The piano performance was 

followed by a lecture on how in
dividuals with synesthesia ha\·e 

incorporated their unique condi

tion in different realms of fashion, 
music, literature and art. Leonard 
Bernstein, a musical composer and 

conductor; Vladimir abokov, 
author of "Lolita"; Iris Van I Ier

pen, a fashion designer; and David 
Hockney, an artist, were among the 
prominent personalities who used 

thei r synesthesiac characteristics to 
introduce their audience to a differ

ent perspective of the world. "This 
was a new angle for me," said Am

per. "So it was really putting them 

side by side that got me excited." 

Amper also talked about the 
synesthesia battery, a ser ies of eval

uations that test for synesthesia. 

Although synesthcsia mostly has a 
genetic link that affects one out of 
23 people, Amper said that context 

India takes over China 

as most polluted country 
KUNZANG TSHERING '17 

MANAGING EDITOR 

New Delhi, the capital of 

India with a population 

of about 25 million holds 
the dubious honor of being the 
worlds most polluted city. Based 

on a Greenpeace India report pub
lished in January 2017, The Times 

of India reported that as many as 

1.2 million deaths take place every 

year due to air pollution in India. 
The Greenpeace report based on 

assessment of air pollution levels 
for Delhi showed only a few cities 
in South India complied with air 

quality standards prescribed b\ the 
Central Pollution Control Board 

(CPCB). The :--;ew York Times cit
ed the combination of rapid indus

trialization and population growth 

as the main causes of air pollution. 

Furthermore, particles released 
from \'chicles, factories and dust 

enter the bloodstream through the 
lungs and can cause various health 
problems like increased the risk of 
stroke and heart failure, and sc\·crc 
n:spirator~ problems, like asthma 
and pnc.:umoni.1. 

C '\ '.\. reported in '\;m·cmbcr 
2016 th.It me.isurcmcnts taken at 
the L'S Fmb.1~s) m Delhi put the 

city's Air Qu:ihty Index at 999, 

while the standard chart finishes at 

500 which is deemed "hazardous". 
By comparison, the highest AQI 

level recorded in China's most pol
luted city, Baoding, was 298. 

The Times of India added that 
the number of deaths in India 

caused by air pollution is only a lit
tle less than the number of deaths 
caused by tobacco usage, and that 

three per cent of the GDP is lost 
due to air pollut ion. 

C N reported that hundreds 

gathered outside Parliament to 
protest and others went to Twitter 

to share the slogan #MyRightTo
Breathe. An emergency ru ling also 
saw more than 5,000 schools closed 
and construction work halted. Of

ficials warned that the number of 

vehicles allowed on the streets may 
be restricted if the situation docs 

not improve. 
Aatiteya Chandna '20 who is 

from Delhi said that he \\as not 

shocked to hear that it was the 
most polluted. " I kind of expected 
it. l felt the <lust pollution when I 
went home during wmtcr break. It 
is so clean here and there !Dclhij l 
can sec the pollution. l don't know 
what the gm·ernmcnt wants to do 
with global \\arming. Implement
ing policies is not the governments 
forte," he s:iid. 

also plays a role in synesthcsia. o

tably, the sound of the word tends 
to influence the associated color 

with the word. Susan I lanno said, 

"One of the things that was most 
interesting was how prevalent it re

ally is. I mean, I have never come 
across a person who has syncsthe
sia before." 

Next, a question and answer ses
sion with the audience was held. 

The program concluded with a 
piano performance of Ellington's 

"Dancers in Love" by Amper, in 
which the audience joined as well. 

Camilla Pederson ' 18, a biology 
and music major, said, "I liked the 
associations of what you hear and 

how the other senses are evoked of 
hearing d ifferent things." 

For Susan H anno, the piano 

recitals were the highlight of the 

event: "The information was fasci

nating but listening to her play, it 
almost seems impossible to me that 

someone could do what she docs. 

Leslie Amper Credit: music.cmu.edu 

It is so beautiful and complicated. 
That is simply truly a g ift." 

The music department is sched

uled to hold a follow-up concert, 
"Blended Senses II: Companion 

Student Concert," starting at 5 p.m. 
on March 7 in Mary Lyon I tall. 

"It's a real treasure - the things that 
happen in the music department," 
said Susan Hanno. 

Accepted Students Day in April 2016 Credit: Wheaton College 

Prospective Students Day showcases 

Admissions' programming advancements 
Cont. jrofll pa,~e 1 

priority," said Kimball. 

Due to these host numbers, 
some prospective students were 

encouraged to host more than one 
prospective student. Some hosts 

however, such as Caroline I lci
stand '20, did not have the space or 

resources to host several students 
for the night. " I didn't want to 

have two people because then they 
would have to 'rock paper scissors' 
for the Aoor," she said. 

i\lthough signing up to be a pro

spective student host was as simple 
as filling out baste paperwork, the 
magnitude of hosts and students 

made the process a bit more con
fusing, according to I leistand. 
In spite of thts, i\dmtssions "did 
a reall) good job o f keeping tt as 

stream-lined as possible." 

On Feb. 19, hosts met in Mary 
Lyon to receive the schedule and 
information for Prospective Stu
dents Day before picking up their 
students in Chase D ining I Jail. 

Activities like glow yoga, tie-dying 

shirts, I leads Up, dodgeball and 
Dimple Divers "display[edj a wide 

variety of groups on campus" for 
prospect ive students and allows 
them to "get a feel for the gener
al campus culture," according to 

Kimball. 

The following Monda} allowed 
prospecti\·c students to attend 
classes and obtain information 
about \X'hcaton's programs. For 
J lcistand, these various opportu
nities illustrated larger themes on 
campus. "As a host I tried to make 

that clear to my guest, just sanng 

that no matter what your routines 

are your preferences allow you to 
have something to get into," she 
said. 

Given the advancement and 

enlargement of the overnight pro

gram, Kimball believes that these 
initiatives arc also reflected in the 

growing class sizes at Wheaton. 
"From when I was a prospective 

student to now, we've come a long 
way in terms of the accepted stu
dents days and reall) making stu
dents feel valued on this campus 
and that this can be their home 
for the next four years," he said. 

"That's a testament to the work 
that the Admissions ( )flicc bas 

been doing, we'\'c really stepped 
up our game." 

l 

t 
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A (snow) day in the life: Grounds weighs in on snow removal 
AUDREY DUBOIS '17 

WEB EDITOR 

During a winter storm, e, 

erything is a team effort. 
The decision to close op· 

crations and facil ities is made by a 
committee of college administra 
tors, including Communications 
Director Michael Graca. 

"The primary consideration for 
canceling classes and scheduled ac 
ti\'itics is safety," said Graca. There 

arc a number of unpredictable 
variables that must be taken into 

account, tncluding whether the 
Grounds Department wi ll be able 

to keep up with the rate of snow

fall and the projected availability of 
facully and staff. 

Snow removal is also a cooper 

ati\'c effort. Wheaton College em
ploys 13 groundskeepers plus fiye 

carpenters for a grand total of 18 
snow team members. "Everywhere 

is a top priority," said Ste\'c Kelly, 
manager of the Grounds Depart
ment. t\t any given time, there are 
10 snow plowing routes going si

multaneously to clear up as much 

of campus as possible. 
It's not just the dorms that need 

shoveling. \X1heaton also owns 40 
other properties surrounding the 
campus, including houses on Ptnc 
Street, Elm Street and Mansfield 

Avenue. I f 10 of the 18 members 
of the snow team staff are operat

ing vehicles, that only leaves eight 
staff members to shovel stairs and 

sidewalks on all properties affi liat

ed with the school. 
I lazardous weather conditions 

also require the cooperation of 
students. Both Kell) and Director 

of Public Safety Christopher San

uago stress the importance of the 
parking ban on campus. The more 

students comply with the ban, the 
easier and faster it is to get snow 

out of the wa}, 
\X'ith the recent warm weather, It 

may seem like the time for b lizzard 
\\'arnings is m·er, but one can ne\'

cr be too cautious. Graca said, " I 
would ne,er w;1nt to predict cw 

England weather. It's too change
able. ot so long ago, we had a 
snowstorm on April 1." 

When asked for concluding re

marks, Kelly said, "The snow team 
does a phenomenal job. The} work 

tirelessly and I'm proud of all their 

efforts." Snow day on campus Credit: @morganlho//and lmtagram 

Chapel Basement gets new look after extensive renovations 

DEMETRA EDWARDS '17 
COPY EDITOR 

The chapel basement re• 
opened its doors after 1t 

underwent significant ren
ovations. Featuring an expansive 

idea board, the Office of Service, 
Spirituality and Social Responsibil 

ity (SSSR) welcomes all students to 

use this whiteboard wall to express 
themselves and their ideas. Other 
renovations include colo rful car 

pcting, new paint and lights with 
d imming features, which will en 

courage students to take advantage 
of the up-to date space. 

"We're hoping that students will 
start to use the space more often to 

gather and talk about civic engage
ment, Yolunteerism, getting in 
\'Ol\'cd in the community sort of 
like a community center," Assistant 

D irector of Community Sen·icc 
and Engagement Cassie Pcltola ' 14 

said. 
" \Xe also hope students can use 

th is space and its resou rces to ex 

plorc their own faith and the fatth 
of others to become more globally 

a,\.arc," Chaplain Bernie I ltnckk\' 
added. 

t\long with the updated space, 
the ( )fficc of SSSR is also search 
tng for suggestions rcgardmg the 
n.1me of the office itself. 10 n·ars 

ago, former De.in \'crecnc P.uncll 
named the Office of Scr,icc, Sp1r 
1tu,iltt\' and Social Respons1b1hl\ 

based on the idea that students 
could come to the chapel basement 

and explore their ,·alucs through 

rhc three components in the name. 
While the name has remained over 

the past decade, the staff believes 
that a change will give students a 
clear , ision of what the mission of 

the office is. 
" \X'c want students to under

stand the breadth of what we could 
offer in the office," Pcltola said. "I 

think currently there arc some mis

conceptions about the name. For 
example, some people believe that 
all of our communit1 service has a 

tic to spirituality, but that's not al
ways necessarily the case. We want 

a name chat conveys more clearly 
the role we play or could play on 

campus." 
Although the office is located in 

the chapel, Peltola docs not want 
students to be 1ntim1dated by these 

religious tics. The office is hold
tng its annual I Ioli celebration as 

well as the Give and Go Yard Sale. 

t\long with these e,cnts, a town
wide cleanup of orton is in the 

Renovated Chapel basement Credit: }ordt111t1 Jo_> 'r 

works for this semester. Channel 

mg the energy on campus regard
ing what is happening on the news, 
the office aims to support students 

tn lcarmng about these issues and 
to work with them toward solving 

them. 

"If there is something students 
want co do, we want to sec or hear 
about it," Peltola said. "Come , isit 

us! Let's work together to change 
lt,·es and strengthen communities." 

Wheaton Words: 

Monologues created by 
students, for students 

IAN OPALUCH '17 
SENIOR COPY EDITOR 

Inspired b} The Vagina Mono

logues, but frustrated b) the 
lack of creative control, the 

founders of \X'heaton \\ ords gave 
students an alternative forum to 

express their thoughts. ince then, 

\\ heaton \\ords has become a sta

ple for student run performances 

on campus. "There\ no im·oh-c 
ment from facult} and staff," said 

\\'hcaton \\ords 201"' co-host Ca 
lc1gh Grogan '18. "This is all about 

student ideas and actions." 

Students who \\ rite monologues 
for \\ hcaton \\ ords can be ,ls tn
,·oh-ed with .1s much of the pro

ducnon process as the) 'd like. 
This )Car, writers ha,·c been ,·er) 

im·olYnl, as 10 arc performing 

their own pieces, with two that 
will rematn ·monymou • ":\lan) of 

our ,, ritcrs have ncn:r performed 

before, but they all ha,·e something 

to bring to the cable" explained 
Co Director Audrey Dubois '17. 
"For sure the atmosphere 1s a little 
laid back, but the show is definitely 

professional." 
The monologues will ccwer a 

number of topics - particularly fo
cusing on identlt\, scxualit}, heart

break, lm·c, parental relationships 
and, reportedly, intestines. By cm·

ering a number of topic,, Dub ,is 

and Grogan hope that the dialogue 
at \\ hcaton \\ords will transform 

tnto a communtt) wide com·crs:i
tion. 

\\ hcaton \\ ords is free and open 

to the publtc. Perforn11nces an: 
this Thursd.1y throu~h ~.nurda\ :It 

8 p.m. in the Cole .\lcmc rt:tl Chap
el. "It\ the s:imr ,ho\\', thrt.:t.: nwl ts 
in :t re>\\'," Dubois notnl ··'\ a 

three-part ,1:nes." 
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Coffee with 

KATE WILKINSON '17 
FEATURES EDITOR 

Aisha Dumbuya '17 
Credit: Aisha Dumb1tya. 

Fueled by coffee and a fully 
loaded Google Calendar, 
Aisha Dumbuya leaves 

her dorm at 8 AM to student 
teach at an elementary school. 
She is responsible for setting 
up the kindergarten classroom 
-- she flicks on the lights of her 
classroom, turns on the computers 
and changes the day of the week. 

" It may seem really smalJ, but the 
kids freak out if it says Thursday 
and it's Friday," she said. 

She's been working with students 
since last semester, but pretty soon 
she'll have to start running the 

class. 
Transitioning from being a 

student to being a teacher has 
been challenging, but enjoyable for 
Dumbuya. "At first it was kind of 
awkward because when you bring a 
new person into the classroom, the 
kiJs test you a little bit even though 
they're in kindergarten," Dumbuya 

••• Aisha Dumbuya '17 
said. "They've really grown on me. 
I'll go through the hall and I' ll hear 
their little voices and they'll be like 
'hi Miss Dumbuya."' 

Working in a kindergarten class, 
Dumbuya finds herself having a 
full day, only having ten minutes 
for lunch before she and her teacher 
have to reorganize the classroom. 

"It's definitely weird. It doesn't 
feel like student teaching, it feels 
like I'm going into my job everyday. 
It kind of makes me reflect on how 
I was as a student because I sec 
students do certain things and I 
try and think if I was a child how 
would I react in this way versus 

another way." 
Using her own personal 

experience, she's able to better 
understand certain behaviors and 
in the end, finds ways to assist the 
student. She finds that teaching 
goes beyond explaining important 
concepts to students, but also being 

a mentor. 
"I think it's the fact that I get 

to work with children and it's not 
much like teaching them so much 
but sometimes connecting with 
them. I've realized that as a teacher 
you're not just a teacher: you're 
a therapist, a doctor. Sometimes 
you're like a co-parent because you 
have to work a lot with them when 
the parents ask what to do with 

their child." 
And with her multifaceted role, 

she is able to see them grow. " It's 
nice seeing them improve," she 

said. "For example, [the class 
had] a reader who wasn't reading 
very well last semester and I 
would come everyday and see that 
improvement." 

However, Dumbuya says one 
of the challenges is making sure 
that every student gets the help 
they need. "I think the students 
need to be taken more seriously," 
she said. "We have students in 
our classroom who we have put 
in paperwork to get evaluated for 
an IEP, which is an individualized 
learning plan. There arc students 
who need the extra help who 
aren't getting it because sometimes 
paperwork takes a year, which is 
when kindergarten is over and if 
they go into first grade and still 
don't have that help, they're gonna 

get left behind." 
When she returns back to her 

room, she finds herself exhausted, 
but as she puts it, she tries to put 
her best effort in what she does. 
"With student leading or teaching 
you're kind of doing the same 
thing. If you don't put 100% in 
student groups your members will 
see that or in teaching, the kids 
can definitely see that you're not 

putting the effort in." 
Now a senior, she finds herself 

one of the lucky few who have a 
job waiting after college. She'll 
be working as a co-teacher for a 
charter school program in Boston. 

Don't Panic: Drink to forget your allergies 
AUDREY DUBOIS '17 AND 

HENRY GOLD '20 
WEB EDITOR AND WIRE STAFF 

Credit: Courtney Roque '17 

Dear Audrey and Henry, 
I always o\·ercommit myself. 

This ThuN.lay I am supposed to be 
at a movie screening, a viola recital, 
a Aower-crown-m:iking event, and 
;1 bat mitZ\:ih :ill at the same time. 
How <lo i decide what to do? 

- Overbooked at the library 

DearOATL, 

That sure can be tough; you don't 
want to disappoint any of your 
friends! The biggest cause of disap
pointment is setting expectations 
in the first place. Try cutting off a 
finger and falsifying a threatening 
letter to yourself, planted carefull) 
to be sure your neighbor finds it. 
No one will expect you to go to any 
events if you are presumed <lead. 

-Audrey 

DearOATL, 
\X hen I'm overbooked I always 

cancel the thing that's furthest out 
of the way because even if I wasn't 
overbooked there'd be good odds 
I'd cancel anyway. That's the fault 
of whoever you cancel on they 
should know the three rules of real 
estate: Location, Location, Loca
tion ... 

- Henry 

WazzupA&H, 

\II this sick-ass warm weather is 
dope, but it's totall} wrecking me 
with pollen allergies! \\ hat's a bro 
to do? 

- Not Lit 

Dear Not Lit, 
Pollen allergies are a reaction of 

the immune system to protect you 
from outside stimuli. '\.1aybe you 
should take measures to weaken 
your own immune system before 1t 
can cause such reactions. I Jere's a 
helpful hint: one immunosuppres
sant is alcohol. 

- Audrey 

Dear Not Lit, 
Bro, this weather is dope, for 

real, But Dead ass you should get 
some Aownaze and Claritin, that 
stuff is mad potent and will clear 
you right up so you can get on 
chilling. Peace ... 

-HMan 

Sober students at 

Wheaton - They exist! 
KUNZANG TSHERING '17 

MANAGING EDITOR 

Taking shots, playing 
be~r pong in a dimly lit, 
noisy room and endless 

binge drinking are some ways 
that movies and television shows 
portray weekends on the average 
American college campus. 

This is not the case at Wheaton, 
as some students are completely 
sober and many drink alcohol only 
on rare occasions. Sober students 
who live on upper campus, where 
most of the drinking happens, feel 
that there are other ways to have 
fun on the weekends. 

For some, being sober is a matter 
of principle. Mehreen Khan '17 
docs not drink because of religious 
reasons, as she is Muslim and was 
raised in a conservative household. 
Solid in her beliefs, Khan said 
she was prepared for the college 
drinking culture. "I just noticed it 
[drinking] more [at college]. When 
my friends wanted to hang out, 
it was usualJy around drinking. I 
would compromise by hanging out 
with them before they went out .. 
[Afterwards] I go back to my dorm 
and do my own thing," she said. 

Khan felt that drinking was 
less prevalent when she was in her 
freshman and junior year, as she 
lived on lower campus. " Freshman 
year I lived in Young which was at 
the time a wellness dorm. I didn't 
have to interact with the alcohol 
aspect as much," she said. 

Francis Rosa '18 lives in Gebbie 
and chooses to be sober for health 
reasons and after ha\·ing seen the 

ugl) side of drinking in the past. 
( )n being one of the few sober 
people at a part) he said, "People 
arc craz). It's interesting getting to 

,,atch them throughout the night 
- they get louder and louder." Rosa 

also felt that he is around drinking 
more now that he lives in a suite. 

Rosa enjors socializing at parties 
but it is not the highlight of h is 
weekend. "I can be anti-social. I'm 
eating food and watching Netflix 
or reading a book at 12 a.m. on 
Saturda). What I do normally is 
homework and creati\·e writing," 
he said. Rosa added that he enjoys 
going to \Xi heaton activities like the 
Dimple Divers show and movie 

screenings in Hindle. 
For some, the lack of control 

and sickness that comes with bdng 
drunk is enough to keep them 

sober. Juliana Liu '17 said, " I don't 
like the feeling of getting sick and 
not knowing what's happening 
around me. I'm not interested [in 
drinking and parties] so I don't feel 
like being left out is a big deal." Liu 
added that her family restrictions 
aligned with her own choice not to 
drink. 

Kulacha Euchukanonchai '17 
drinks on special occasions and 
for networking purposes. She 
and Liu and agreed that it was 
easier to be sober with other 
non-drinking friends. "l sleep, 
eat, and do homework on the 
weekends. Sometimes I go to 
Wheaton activities when there is 
free food. It's not like I'm dying for 
something to do if 1 don't drink," 
Liu said. "If you have internet then 
you can survive," Euchukanonchai 
added. 

Kamran Noorian '17 is the 
treasurer of Boosting Alcohol 
Consciousness (BAC), a club that 
encourages responsible drinking 
and hosts alcohol-free events. 
"Many people believe that BAC is 
anti-drinking but we promote safe 
drinking, to drink but know where 
your limit is," he said. BAC hosts an 
event or two every weekend such 
as the movie screenings and plans 
trips to Sky Zone and Dave and 
Busters. Events like Bactoberfest 
even incorporate drinking for 
those of age. 

Other members of BAC echoed 
Noorian in saying that the club 
was about safe choice and open 
to everyone. Many said that they 
did not feel pressured to drink at 
\X ht;1ton and that others respected 
their decision to drink or not 
drink. Bi\C senior advisor Claire 
\1clntyre '17 on behalf of the club, 
advised students to get inn>lved 
with clubs such .,s Bi\C an<l 
Programming Council. She also 
recommended exploring Boston 
and Providence on the weekends, 
going to Wheaton sporting e\·enrs 
and attending free late night e\·ents 
on campus. 

Noorian himself drinks 
occasionally but felt that it would 
not be difficult to stay sober at 
Wheaton. He added that there is 
a stereotype where people assume 
that everyone gets drunk and 
parties every weekend. "People <lo 
that for a month and realize it's not 
the norm. There arc other ways to 
h:we fun artcl i'nteract with people," 
he said. 
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"Gilmore Girls": Why I can't help loving it 

EMILY BLAY '19 
ARTS AND CULTURE EDITOR 

''Gilmore Girls" has a 
place in my heart. 

. Regardless of the 
Judgment I receive from those 
who do not understand where my 
love is coming from, I persist in my 
feelings. 

For those who do not know 
"Gilmore Girls" is a televisio~ 
show that aired on The WB before 

moving to The CW from 2000 to 
2007. The show is set in the fic

tional town of picturesque Stars 
I lollow, Connecticut and follows 

the lives of Lorelai and her daugh 

tcr Rory as they navigate the many 
obstacles of adolescence, their lo\·e 

lives and the unusual relationship 

the two hold with Lorelai's par
ents. 

Lorelai Gilmore, since becom

ing pregnant with Rory at the age 
of sixteen, has had a strained rela
tionship with her parents, Emily 

and Richard, who embody the ste

reotypical wealthy New England 
lifestyle that the rebellious sixteen
year-old Lorelai sought to escape. 

Lorelai and Rory, on the other 
hand, are more like best friends 
than mother and daughter due to 

the young age Lorelai had Rory at. 
Rory attends a prestigious pre

paratory school and Lorelai man

ages a quaint bed and breakfast. 

Each morning the pair enjoys 
coffee and more at the town's only 
diner, Luke's. Rory likes to read 

books under a specific tree when 
she is not spending rime with her 
best friend, Lane, and studying so 
she can be admitted to the likes of 

I larvard or Yale. 
The show is filled with witty 

banter, sarcastic commentary, and 

socio-cultural references. 
Critics of the show point to 

the stiff acting, and this I will 

concede. O\'er winter break, I 
watched the show on a giant flat 

screen television with my mother 

and was struck b) the bumbling 

atmosphere created by numerous 
empty dialogues, the absence of 

background music and mediocre 
acting. I was struck by how un-pic
turesque most scenes felt. The un
comfortable atmosphere all felt a 
little too much like real life. 

Upon attempting to watch the 
Netf1ix four-episode reboot of the 

series, 1 was unable to persevere - I 
could not quite move past Lauren 

Graham's plastic surgery. 
Despite all of the flaws I see in 

the show, though, I cannot help but 

to continue watching it. "If you're 

out on the road, feeling lonely and 
so cold, all you have to do is call 

my name and I'll be there on the 
next train," sings the theme song 

to the show. After endless hours 
of studying, I do feel lonely and I 
do feel cold, so all I want to do is 

scare mindlessly into the world of 
the Gilmores, regardless of how 

painful that world actually is. 
Perhaps this stems from watch

ing the show with my best friend in 

elementary school or from noticing 
how the relationship between Lo
rela1 and Rory reminds me of my 

own relationship with my mother. 
\X'hat keeps me attached to the 

show is likely the sentimental nlue 

I associate with It. I also make fun 

of the series, but I continue to hold 
onto it because it feels comfortable 

and reminds me of a sort of trivial 
carelessness. 

We all ha\'c these associations. 
Whether they are poor literature, 
obscure bands or old clothing we 
refuse to get rid of, they all share 
in common the element of under

lying value -- a value that is some
times hard to put into words. 

So, own whatever it is that you 

enjoy, and live li fe with the vigor
ous, awkward enthusiasm that Lo

relai and Rory do. 

Diverse performances bring 
dynamism to Unmasked: Dance Fest 

Cont. jro!ll Pa.~e f 

~an~es and musical selections orig
inating from many different parts 
of Latin America, including the 
Dominican Republic, Cuba, Ar
gentina and Uruguay. 

A highlight of Parnfso's perfor
mance was the Senior Piece cho
reographed by Maria Thomas and 
performed by Samantha Yager '17, 
Natalie Fernandes '17, and Cyn

thia Mercedez '17. The number 

highlighted each dancer individu

ally, celebrating their final year as 
members of the group. All three 

dancers were featured in bios on 
the back of the program, detailing 
their dance backgrounds, interest 
in Latin American dance styles and 
involvement with Paraiso Latino. 

Tap Out I ,oud, Wheaton's tap 
dance team, performed a selection 
of dances choreographed to mod
ern pop songs, including some by 
Mumford & Sons and Adele. I ligh
lights of their performance in-

eluded a tribute to the late George 

Michaels, who passed away in De
cember 2016. The group celebrated 

his legacy by dancing to "Wake Mc 
Up Before You Go-Go" in a fun 
and colorful number enjoyed by 

the crowd. 
The back and forth 

arrangement of numbers by each 
group created a lively atmosphere 
that captivated the audience. Mu

sical interludes performed by The 
\Xlheatones and VUJ offered yet 

another addition to the well per
formed lineup and the positive cli

mate of this event. 
The second act began with a 

collaboration by both groups fea
turing the Lymin' Lyons. Steel 

drums and rhythmic percussion 
accompanied the footwork of Tap 
Out Loud and Parafso Latino as 

they joined the band on stage. The 
number was full of energy, and the 

members of all three groups could 
be seen enjoying the performance 

just as much :is tJ,c audience. 

Parafso Latino closed the show 

with an impressive number fu ll of 
complicated lifts and spins cho

reographed by Thconi Varoudaki 
'18 and Ibrahim shimirimana 
'19 and performed by Yager, Per
nandes, Tony Karera '20, as well as 

Nshimiriman:i. They amazed the 
audience with their dramatic per
formance and skill. 

Unmasked served as a celebra

tion of many things, including tap 
dancing, Latin music :111J dance 

styles and the dedicarfon of the 
members of both T,1p Out Loud 

and Paraiso Latino to their art. 
Dance Pest 2017 was also an un
deniable celebratior of Wheaton's 

community, which was represented 
by a supporti\'e and enthusiastic 

audience cheering on the dancers 
throughout the night. Students 

came together to experience the di
\'erse styles of dance performed by 

Paraiso Latino :ind Tap Out Loud 

and to support their peers. 

: .. ... 

One of the 17 Eye of the World 2010 winners Credit: Center far 
Global Education at Wheaton 

The photo contest that 
showcases students' 

experiences worldwide 
EMILY BLAY '19 

ARTS AND CULTURE EDITOR 

The Center for Global Ed

ucat!on is hosting and ac
cepting submissions for 

their Annual Eye on the World 

Photo Contest and Exhibit. This 
contest provides both students 

and faculty an opportunity to have 

their photography displayed in an 
exhibit taking place on April 3, 4 

and 5 in the Balfour-1 lood Atrium. 
The guidelines for photo sub

missions must fall into the fol
lowing thematic categories: global 

awareness and issues, selfic, build
ing community together, challeng

ing identit) and the idea of a global 
classroom. 

Photos can be taken in the Unit
ed States or abroad. Entry slips are 
available in person at the Center 

for Global Ed. or on the Center 

for Global Ed. website. Submis
sions will be accepted until Friday, 

March 24 .. 

Babe Lincoln Editor-in-Chief 
Pia Parisi-Marcoux '19 was ex

cited about the contest and en

couraged students to appl~. "\X'e 
at Babe Lincoln were immensely 
impressed with the artistn of th~ 

photos [from last year's ~xhibit]. 

We reached out to the photogra
phers in the hopes they \\'Ould for

mally submit their work to Babe 
Lincoln's print publication, which 

wil! be published in the Spring. 
This exactly the kind of material 

dedicated to intercultural literac\ 
that we stri\'e to display and is ~ 
testament to how passionate and 
talented \X'heaton students are." 

Whether you are a professional 
photographer or like tu rake selfics 

on your 1Phone, the annual E\'e on 
the \X'orld Contest is a grea~ op
portunity to share your work with 

others while celebrating the global 
campus that exists here at \\'hea
ton. 

Tvveet of the Week 
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Track & Field at Division III New 
Englands: Epplett breaks record 

LUCAS ROSA '18 
SPORTS EDITOR 

After a suc~essful indoor 
season, \X heaton Track 
& Field performed 

exceptionally well at the 
:--.iew England DiYision Ill 

Championships on reb. 18 at MIT. 
,\mong those Lyons who placed, 

the most impressive ma} have bec.:n 
,\bb) Epplett '18, who won the 
600-meter run in record-breaking 
time, maintaining her undefeated 

title in the event. 
The Track & Field team 

continued its success this season, 

partiall) due to the tight-knit 
community of the program. "\X'c've 

merged the distance and sprinting 

team into one and have been very 
unified throughout the season," 

Samantha Kaplan '18 said. "We 

really took the time to learn each 
other's goals and ha\'e been great 

at helping each other reach them. 

I think that's a strong reason why 

we've been doing so well because 
we arc invested m each other's 

races and not just our own." 

The bond the team has 
made was something that some 

upperclassmen said led to their 

success in the Dins1on 111 
Championships. "I train with 
these people e\·eq day and I know 

what we are capable of," hurdler 
and jumper Rae\·) n romaine 'I8 
,aid. "I would not h::l\'c expected 

an) thing less from our team. \X'c 
ha\ e so much potential and it's 

ABBY 

Abby Epplett '18 breaks Wheaton's Track and Field 600 m record. 
Credit: Wheaton Track and Field Twitter 

always a great day when we can tap 

i mo that." 
D espite the success of the team, 

some key members did have injuries 
and were not able to compete in the 

Division lll Championships, such 
as Roni Diniz '20, who said he got 

hurt in his second race. "1 believe 
my impact on the team would have 

been much higher if l didn't get 

hurt," Diniz said. 
D espite his injury, Diniz hopes to 

compete in the all-state tournament 

to qualify for Nationals. He also 

said having a jumping coach, 

less team separation and a better 

track would all be beneficial for 

Wheaton. Dinz currently says that 

"our track is not a good track to 

prepare us for h igh competition." 

Abb> Epplctt ' 18 was able 
to break \X'heaton's best 

600 meter time at the Di, ision 

Ill Championship with time of 

1:35.71. The record was previously 
held by Ashame Little '14 who 
was previously an All-American 
and national record holder for the 
400 meter hurdles. Epplctt '18, 
like some of her teammates, dealt 

with injury during the season. "I 
was diagnosed with compartment 
syndrome, which causes my feet 
and lower legs to become numb if I 
run for too long," Epplett '18 said. 
She had to find alternative training 

methods and wanted to break the 
record for quite some time. 

The 600-meter race 

unfortunately is not contested at 

Division Ill Nationals, so Epplett 
will have to change her training. " I 

have a good chance of re-breaking 
the record in the future," Epplctt 

said, "but right now I need to focus 

on other events." 

Men's Basketball season 
comes to a close 

LUCAS ROSA '18 
SPORTS EDITOR 

W:
eaton Men's Basketball 
nded its season 
t the NEWMAC 

quarterfinals last Wednesday in 

an overtime loss to Springfield. 
The season had gone well and the 

NEWMAC birth had proven to be 
an improvement from last season. 

The Lyons ended the regular 

season with a 10-15 record, 
which gave them the fifth seed 
in the NEWMAC tournament. 

Players said the playoff bi rth was 
attributed largely clue to the team's 

depth and chemistry. "This is the 
most close knit group of guys 

we've had in my time here, and our 
bond has had a positive impact on 

our team performance. My favorite 
aspect of the team is our depth," 
team captain Quinton Dale '17 
said, "everybody [is) ready to get 

in a game and make a difference if 
they're called on." 

Dale '17 said that while the 
team had trouble with perimeter 
shooting and rotations, they had 
improved clefensi\·ely throughout 
the season. Prior to the NE\XIMJ\C 
matchup, the team was excited for 

their postscason. "It's the first 
time any of us have made it this 

far," Dale '17 said prior to the 
EW~IJ\C game. " Intensity in 

practice has definite!> been ramped 
up, and guys arc competing as hard 
as ever.'' 

Despite the Lyons defense and 

preparation, Springfield's offense 

was able to capitalize on foul shots 
opportunities (39) and win the 

game 85-82 in overtime. The Lyons 
were up by eight points with over 
a minute left, but the game went 

into overtime due to missed foul 
shots by the Lyons and key baskets 
from Springfield's offense. Dale '17 

fin ished the game with a team high 
of 19 points and 13 rebounds. 

Despite the loss, the Lyons 
captain still said the Wheaton 

community has always acted as 
great motivation and support. "l 
love representing my school every 
time I step out on the court," Dale 

'17 said, " I' ll miss it dearly." 

Captain Quinton Dale '17 
plays last game of the season 
Credit: Whet1ton College Athletics 
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It's time for b.1scb.1ll to make 

some dramatic rule changes. 
Attention spans have 

shortened during the internet age, 
and the game 1, rapidl) losing 
)0ungc:r fans to •·more exciting 
sports" hkc iootb.dl and b.1,kctball. 

Surprisin~I), as ot l,1st ,c,1son, more 
tlun h:ilf uf all b.1sc.:ball fans wcrL 

mer the age of 'iO. 
\, .1 n,-sult, \I I II ( ommi"1om·r 

Rob .\lanircd seem, hell -bent 

on speeding games up. In recent 
\c.:,1rs, b.1,di.dl l1.1s introduced 
measures th.n keep b:mers in the 
hos and force pitchers to throw 
more frequcntl). These changes 

have some potential - according 
to Vos, if the average amount of 
time between pitches were reduced 

b} just three seconds, games would 
be around 15 minutes shorter. 
Unfortunately, a lot of these 

measures aren't strtctly enforced. 
To complicate issues, the actual 

length of plm ma\ not be the 
core problem. ,\ s of last season, 

'\. I L games were longer than 
baseb:111 games, ,ind thq ha\·c 
more commercial brc.1ks .ind "dead 
time" too. In other words, b.1scball 
seems to be boring ncn \\hen 

things arc happening, and it's c.lS) 
to sec \\h}, 

The majont) of NFI. plays arc 

crucial - after .111, )OU only get four 
downs before the opponent gets 
the ball. \1oreo\'cr, as teams dri,·c 

down the field, the momentum 
generally builds up slowly before 

ending in a touchdown or clutch 
defcnsi,·e play. \\hilc the ~ 1· L 
docs ha\'C some boring moments, 

these pla\'S arc rclati\'cly brief 

take extra points, for example. 
Compare this to baseball, where 

lulls and strikes seem to ha, e 
little out\\';1rd import.rncc. l~\Tn 

1f someone gets to first b.1st:, tht:ir 
tc.:.1m isn't p.1rticul.1rl) likd) to 

score. To m;ikc nuttt:rs \\ orsc, 

there arc onl) 1.29 b.1,crunnt:rs per 
inn111g, .111d more tlun a third of 
these b.1sc.:runnc.:rs :ire clue to \\,Ilks. 

If ttuick g:uncs were the kq 
to increased t.:'-Citt:ment, \lark 
Buehrle would be tht: most popular 

player m baseball. But:hrlc, a 
retired pitcher, was dubbed "a one-

man baseball-game accelerator" b> 
h\·crhirtyeight. During his time 
in the majors, he employed the 

perfect formula for sped up play: 
don't strike out anyone, don't walk 

:inyonc and especially don't hold 
onto the ball between pitches. 

1 lcre's the problem: \lark 
Buehrle isn't exciting. I le\ about as 

boring as y<,u get. 
B.1scb.1ll's thril ls come from 

action p1tcht.:s. \ ln ll h1t into I he 
gap is exciting. Str1keou1s and 

homcruns .ire c\·en better. Ground 
balls and fl) b:11ls can ha\c the ir 

momc.:nts, but nobod~ \ f.in>rite 
play 1s "strike two." In other 
words, to nuke bascb.111 exciting, 

Commissioner i\lanfrcd would 
ha\·c to drastically alter the rules 

potcntiall) changing tht: ,·cry idea 

of balls and strikes. 

Under this hypothetical scenario, 
a strike would be an out (perhaps 
aside from foul balls). ,\ ball would 

be a walk. Pitchers would be forced 
to attack the strike zone and hitters 

would be forced to swing. Perhaps 
innings could ha\·c four or fi\'C 

outs rather than three since this 
would increase the ,1111ount of 
bascrunners. 

'>uch .1 strange game ,n1ulcl no 

lonl_(c:r real!) be baseball, but that's 
prec1,dy m) prnnt. l:1t hc:r b.1scball 
Ins to accept Its descent into 

comp.1r.1t1\T ohscunt\, or it can 
no longer IK the national p.1st1mc 

wt:\c ctlJ<>)Ccl for gt:ncra1ions. 


