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Twenty years in the making: Professor .Espiritu's book release 

KEEGAN DOUGLASS '20 
WIRE STAFF 

P 
rofessor of Film Studies 
Talitha Espiritu has 
finally released her book 

"Passionate Revolutions: The 
Media and the Rise and Fall of 
the Marcos Regime," which began 
as a 30-page paper for a graduate 
seminar in 1998 and progressed 
into her dissertation. 

"It really has been an emotional 
journey," Espiritu said. "1 tell my 
students to take this as a lesson. 
If you think something is over, it's 
probably not." 

The basic idea of the book is 
to trace the history of the Marcos 
Regime in the Philippines through 
the lens of popular media, which 
includes the press and cinema. It is 
an argument about how melodrama 
shapes because, according to 
Espiritu, the story of the rise 
and fall of the Marcos Regime is 
"extremely melodramatic." 

"On a deeper level, it is an 
investigation of political emotions, 
which is how emotional investment 
determines political action," 
Espiritu said. 

The last chapter of the book 

is written in first-person from 
Espiritu's perspective, detailing 
how she was personally involved 
in Filipino politics. One particular 
instance is highlighted when she 
and her family stood in front of 
tanks in protest. 

Espiritu's dissertation was 
completed in 2007 and the book's 
manuscript in 2012, but several 
obstacles got in the way, which 
delayed the book's publishing 
until about 10 years after its initial 
conception. 

Though Espiritu considers 
teaching at Wheaton a part of her 
"identity," it was one of the many 
obstacles that prevented the book 
from being published sooner. 
According to Espiritu, since the 
main job of professors at Wheaton 
is to teach rather than to conduct 
research, much of her time was 
focused exclusively on teaching, 
with her book as the second 
priority. She devoted summers 
to working on the book and the 
academic year to teaching. 

The book's manuscript was 
initially submitted to the press at 
the University of Hawaii in Aug. 
2012. It received two reviews: 
one that was positive with a 

few critiques, the other "nasty," 
according to Espiritu, describing 
the manuscript as "shallow" and 
"simplistic." Its rejection was 
received in April 2013. 

At the time that the book 
received these reviews, Espiritu 
was teaching an English senior 
seminar. Her tenure was coming 
up, so she feared that she would not 
receive it because of these negative 
reviews. Fortunately, Professor 
Josh Stenger advocated for her and 
she received it, despite the negative 
review. 

" It was devastating, he destroyed 
the book," Espiritu said. "I couldn't 
teach because of how awful I felt," 
she added. 

Espiritu described a moment 
in the seminar when everything 
stopped and the majority of a class 
period was spent discussing how 
she felt about her rejection. 

" I cannot tell you how much it 
meant to me that those students 
listened and that they told me 
everything was going to be okay," 
Espiritu said. "When those 
students found out that I had 
signed a publishing contract, they 
all wrote to me to tell me how 
proud they were." 

Coffee with ... Gavi Cohn '17 
KATE WILKINSON '17 

FEATURES EDITOR 

W
ith successful events 
such as Dancing 
through the Decades 

and a large turnout for seder, Pres
ident of Hillel Gavi Cohn '17 has 
been proud of the recent upswing 
in event participants. 

"Normally we get 10 to 15 peo
ple, maybe ... But we got probably 
25 to 30 people," Cohn said. "We 
were running out of stuff ... We got 
it all done in two hours, and if you 
talk to any Jew about getting a sed
er done in two hours, give or take 
10 minutes, is a hell of a feat. And 
so that helped to keep it accessible 
and open for people who weren't 
sure [of going] because telling peo
ple to sign off on a three- to four
hour extravaganza on a Monday 
night would be really tough. But we 
kept it under two hours and it was 
engaging and people were laughing 
and the food came out good." 

\'fith more fun events that go be
yond celebrating the religion, Cohn 
said that the events become more 
accessible on campus. 

"1 think it's great because we're 

making Judaism more accessible 
and it's less about the religious as
pects of it and more about the ca
maraderie of it," said Cohn. "All of 
those factored into me wanting to 
be president and wanting to see my 
visions come to fruition on how we 
run Hillel and it's been especially 
successful this past semester." 

Cohn said that it is important 
to host events that include people 
who may not know much about the 
religion, and the organization plans 
to have an event in Balfour-Hood 
on Holocaust Remembrance Day, 
April 24 from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 

"W/e're going to have an "I re
member because ... " card to fill 
out," said Cohn. "And I think it's 
really important to do that because 
we're losing survivors every day. 
\Y/e're at the point where we're run
ning out of Holocaust survivors 
and it's up to our generation and 
people who arc still [alive] to pass 
that torch on.'' 

Cohn's father is a cantor, and be
cause of that, Cohn's faith has been 
a cornerstone of his life, which has 
included being a part of the ex
ecutive board of his high schoQl 
B'nai B'rith Youth Organization 

(BBYO). However, when he got to 
Wheaton, it wasn't until Passover 
of his freshman year that he be
came involved with Hillel. 

"We pride ourselves on being 
very open and accepting, but I feel 
like that falls short especially when 
you're talking about religion," 
Cohn said. "People get very skit
tish when you talk about religion. 
1 think there's a common miscon
ception that [Hillel] is about tradi
tional practices and that there's a 
lot of oppression associated with 
religion in general. And I don't 
think that's us in the slightest. I 
like to promote more of our cultur
al understandings. And to me the 
biggest thing about Judaism is you 
have to ask questions." 

Cohn is a biology and hispan
ic studies double major, on the 
premed track and is applying to 

medical school after college. In the 
meantime, he is looking at doing 
some research. 

"I want to be in a lab and do re
search ... Science is what got me 
interested in medicine," he said. 
"I've put my hours in the clinical 
side and I really want to be a part 
of the science." 

Espiritu spent the summer of 
2013 editing the manuscript, then 
sent it out to Ohio University 
Press on Sept. 2013 and the same 
outcome occurred. This time, 
however, Ohio University wrote 
to Espiritu saying that they were 
"shocked" by the negative review. 
It turned out that both negative 
reviews came from the same 
person. 

After waiting an entire academic 
year, a review by Cherubim Quizon 
of Seton Hall University was 
received. A portion of the review is 
on the back of the book. 

"Espiritu's grasp of the uses 
of cinema in Philippine political 
theater, narrated in its breathtaking 
scope and absurdity, is this 
challenging and ambitious book's 
greatest strength," Quizon said. 

The book was formally accepted 
for publication in Oct. 2015. 

Espiritu was teaching her 
introduction to film studies course 
when she heard the news. She 
checked her email while students 
were working on an individual 
assignment, which, according to 
her, she rarely does during a class. 
She proceeded to verbally express 
her joy by shouting "Oh my God!" 

Espiritu's book cover Credit: 
Ohio Press University 

"We all thought someone had 
died," Kate McLaughlin '18 said, 
who was in the class when Espiritu 
received the news. "After she told 
us what happened, we all cheered 
for her," she added. 

A contract was signed between 
Espiritu and Ohio University 
on Nov. 2015. Final revisions of 
the book were completed in May 
2016. Production - which includes 
copyediting, typesetting, proofing, 
indexing and printing- took about 
a year. 

Don't Panic: Graduation 
comes with mediocre 
humanity 

Audrey Dubois '17 and Henry 
Gould '20 Credit: Courtney 
Roque '17 

AUDREY DUBOIS '17 AND 
HENRY GOULD '20 

WEB EDITOR AND WIRE STAFF 

Dear Audrey and Henry 
What should 1 do after 1 gradu

ate? 1 have no future plans and my 
time here grows short. 

-Future Human 

Dear Future Human, 
Wheaton is just a caterpillar 

stage in the metamorphosis of life. 
After graduation, your body will 

cocoon itself in your graduation 
robes, and over a course of three 
to four months, you will physical
ly transform into a fully functional 
adult. When you emerge from the 
black fabric trappings, you will be 
completely ready to enter the work
force, but you will also only have 
a few weeks to find a mate and lay 
eggs before you grow weak and die. 

-Audrey 

Dear Future Human, 
You said you have no future 

plans, I assume you are working 
on a time machine then? It would 
be an interesting senior project to 
go back in time and change the 
election results, or perhaps prevent 
9/11. If you don't have a time ma
chine yet, that could be a fun proj
ect for yourself over the summer 
before you join corporate america. 
And if you don't have a job yet, I'd 
recommend using Indeed, Way Up, 
or the Fi)ene Center. 

-Henry 
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Seven reasons to visit the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston 
KATE HUMPHREY '17 

FOR THEW/RE 

1. European art collection 
Monet, Renoir and Picasso are 

just a few of the names in the 
MFA's Permanent Collection, 
but the most recognizable names 
are not the only stars. Personal
ly, my favorite in the collection is 
John Martin's "Seventh Plague of 
Egypt," which dramatically illus
trates the destruction of Egypt, by 
Moses, with a heavy use of shad
ing. I am aware of how vague that 
sounds, but trust me, this painting 
stands out among the rest - but be 
sure to see them all! 

2. Musical instruments 
If you arc a musical genius or just 

appreciate an old piano, the MFA's 
collection will certainly interest 
you. With instruments from 18th 
century England to 19th centu
ry China, the collection is, in one 
word, impressive. There are over 
1,000 individual instruments to 
gawk at. 

3. Contemporary art collection 
If Renoir or music doesn't excite 

you and your speed aligns more 
with glass positioned behind a mir
ror in an arrangement made to por

tray a limitless optical illusion (this 
piece is real: go check out Josiah 
McElhcny's " l~ndlcssly Repeating 

Twentieth Century Life"), I would 

explore the MFA's Contemporary 
art collection. From paintings to 
installation art made from wire, the 
collection appeals to the human in

clination to experiment within any 

medium. 

4. Make Way for Ducklings: The 
Art of Robert McCloskey 

Being so close to Boston, it is 
only fitting that I feature an amaz
ing exhibit that discusses the man 
who gave the Boston Public Gar
den its infamous duckling parade. 
I lighlighting McCloskey's talent as 
both a writer and an illustrator, this 
exhibit offers unique insight into 

his artistic life. 

5. Memory Unearthed: T he 
Lodz Ghetto Photographs of 

HenrykRoss 
This exhibit is on display for 

a limited time until July 30, 2017. 
focusing not only on the sadness, 
destruction and despai r that oc
curred in ghettos, this exhibit cen
ters on Jewish life in Poland during 
WW II. Featuring motherhood, 
siblings, death and religious prac

tice, Ross, a Jewish photographer, 
captures every precious moment. 
Although at times hard to stomach, 
Ross' photographs arc breathtak
ing and worth every minute spent 

at the exhibit. 

The many different art objects available to view at the MFA Credit: "Sromth Plague of Egypt", john 
Martin (1823) (upper left), "Endlessly Repeating Twentieth Century Modemism•: Josiah McElhmy (200"") 
(upper right), Museum of Fine Arts, Boston (all) 

6. W heaton's ve ry own Associate 
Professor of Art History E llen 
McBreen has curated an exhibit 
that is now on display 

Professor McBreen served as the 
co curator for "Matisse in the Stu
dio," an exhibit on display through 
July 9 of this summer. The exhibit 

centers on the influence of Henri 
.Matisse's art objects and is accom
panied by a book, which Profes
sor McBreen also co-edited. After 
its run in Boston, the exhibit will 
move on to be displayed at the Roy
al Academy in London from Aug. 5 
through ov. 12. 

7. Bonus 
It's free to visit the MFA with 

your student ID and easily acces
sible via the Green Line (as if you 

really needed two more reasons to 
visit the MF\). 

The Chainsmokers' "Memories ... Do Not Open" surpasses skepticism 

EMILY BLAY '19 
ARTS AND CULTURE EDITOR 

F rom hits such as "Ros 
cs" an<l " Don't Let Mc 
Down" to the more recent 

radio popul.1r "Closer," the Cham 
s1rn1kers ep1tom1ze the fast road 
that 1s musical success tn modern 
times. 

Now, with the release of their 
first fu ll length album "l\lcmn 
ries .. . Do ot Open" on \pnl 
7, Andrew Taggart and Alex P;1 ll 
appear read} to make a statement 

and, subsequentl>, a permanent 

mark on the tndustry. 
l\lost people have not been able 

to ignore the global fame that the 
EDM pop duo, if such :t class1fica 
tion is even accurate, has enjoyed 
after its single "#Sci fie" began top

ptng chans 111 2014. 
Since then, the group has expc 

rienced ennable commercial sue 
cess, collaborating with the best of 

the best to produce music that ap
peals to sens1b1lities of modernity 
:ind experimentation yet also main 

tains a stark familiarit), 
l.lmiliar songs from their debut 

album include "Somerhtng Jusr 
Like This" fe;1turing the ,·ocals of 
Coldpla) frontman Chris \1arttn 
and "Pans" featuring the duo's 
own ,·oc1ls, both of which h:h e 
achic,·ed popular radio play. l•:1ch 
of these songs do not 1mmed1atdy 
appear classifiable as EDM; rather, 
the group has slipped into a more 
matnstream pop-influenced set of 
familiar beats that do not alwa} s 

appear onginal. 
h·en as the group seems to fall 

inio the trap of a cookie-cutter 
formula for produc111g successful 

popular - hence the label "pop" 
- music, it is worth noting that 
the Chainsmokers won a Gram
m) \ward tn the category of Best 
Dance Recordtng for " Don't Let 
;\le Dm, n" featunng Daya. 

(:--.or that such awards really 
mean anything, but clearly the duo 
got somuhtng right tn their pro 

ducuon of the son~.) 
Songs that ~rand out as tru ly 

I D\I and DJ tnspircd include " It 
\X'on't Kill 'I a" featuring Louanc 
and "Wake Up Alone" featuring 

Jhrnc \iko. 
The appearanoc of songwriter 

and stnger h11ily \X'.1rren's yocals 
on two tracks of the album con 
mbute to the craft of the record. 
\X'arren's exp<.:rttse and talt:nt st:1nd 
out on "Don't S:1," and ";'\I~ Tvpc." 

The Chatnsmokers h:1vc worked 
with \\arren tn the past for their 

EP "Bouquet," specifically on the 
song "Until You \X'ere Gone." 

The most unlikely of collabora 
tions comes tn the final song "L1st 
Day \li,·e," which features the 
pop country group 1-'lorida Geor
gia Ltne. \\'ho knew fustng [ 0\1 
and countn music was a feasible 
endeavor? I :1m ambiulent :1s to 
the actual success of this pamng. 

\fter O\'Crcoming initial skepti
cism, it is hard to completel) resist 
the Chainsmokers, regardless of 
hem contm,·ersial or questionable 
their music and career may seem at 
times. Ther<.: ,,tll ah,ays be a desire 
to resist what is mainstream e,·en 
when it is tJuality, if not revolution
ary. 

Take Ta,lor Swift, for example. 
\X'hen she first rcle:ised her album 
"1989," there was re,1st:1nce from 

man) due to the popular and pub
lic nature of her work :ind life, but 
sontcall), her :1lbum broke mam 
boundaries, set records and redc 
fined pop music in this decade, 1f 

not tn this century. 
I think this is what draws people 

to the Chainsmokers. In a way, the) 
ha,·e done something rcn1lurion
ary b, emerging from the swarm of 
ED.t--.1 musici:ms :1s refreshing and 

un1C1ue. 
",\lemories ... Do .:--!ot Open" 

may only be good for trips to the 
gym, with its upbeat sound and 
simple I~ rics brooding m·er the 
problems of lm·e and fame. 

Rc.:gardless of my c,pinion, the 
( hatnsmokcrs' music succCl·ds at 

making people feel ,omethtn!!, 
whate,-er th:1t feeling is. "One," the 
opening track on the album, put~ 
me in a mood. I cannot :1rticulnte 
that mood, but it is there. E\'en if 
the m:1jority thinks the duo falb 
short, 1 concnle that they succeed 
.It somcthtng. B) helping pu h 
T:1gg:1rt :ind Pall to fame, society 
has expressed appro\'al for the 
band. 
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Boston Bruins playoff 
berth gives fans hope 

LUCAS ROSA '18 
SPORTS EDITOR 

A ft.er two consecutive sea
sons of not making the 
::-.I IL playoffs, the Boston 

Bruins have finally earned a playoff 
berth. The playoff berth came af
. r a season in which Coach Bruce 
Cassidy replaced the team's former 

coach, Claude Juli~n. The Bruins 
arc currently facing off in a series 

against the Ottawa Senators. 
The team's success has been a 

positive sign for fans that were 
worried the Bruins had been draft

ing and trading poorly ever since 
their success earlier in the decade. 
Over the past two seasons, the 
team lost too many games in the 
final stretch of the season reach 
the playoffs. Man} fans and radio 
broadcasts categorized the finish
es as 'chokes'. Luckily with play
ers like Brad Marchand taking his 
game to new levels (39 goals in the 
regular season), and young players 
improving, the team has a new of
fensive style. 

The team's first game against the 
Senators went remarkabl} well as 

the team scored two goals in the 
third period to capture a close 2-1 
comeback win in an away game. 
Bruins goalie Tuukka Rask had a 
particularly impressive game. A 
goalie that plays well can heavily 
influence playoff hockey as recent 

Bruins goalie Tuukka Rask. 
Credit:nemcom.files. wordpress. com 

Stanley Cup winning teams have 

required tremendous saves from 
their starting goalies. The game 
marked their first playoff win in 
nearly three years. 

The Senator's twitter page took 
a jab at the Bruins during the game 
when they tweeted "The Bruins 
failed to record a shot on goal in 
the second period. Can someone 
in the advanced stat community 
tell us if that is good?" After the 
Bruins stormed back in the third 
period the two fanbases continued 
to argue over social media. 

If the Bruins beat the Senators 

in this best-of-seven series, they'll 
only be one step away from the 
Conference Finals. 

.§pnrtn 
Baseball team continues impressive 

season 

The baseball team earned a 21-1 win over Emerson College in NEWMACs. Credit: Wheaton College 
Athletics 

LUCAS ROSA '18 
SPORTS EDITOR 

T he Wheaton baseball team 
has had a solid season so 
far, winning twice as many 

conference games as they've lost. 
According to their captains, the 
team's ultimate goal th is year is to 
take this momentum and use it to 
win a national championship. 

The Lyons have had an impres

sive start, with lopsided winning 
records in both home and away 
matches. The team captains said 
their ultimate goal was to first win 

NEWMACs, then regionals and 
finally a national championship. 
"Each year our goal is to win the 
last game of the season," Team 

Captain Chris Ruocco '18 said. 
During the beginning of the 

season, a long winter resulted in 
inclement weather which cancelled 
certain games. "We hate to lose 
games to weather but every other 
team is going through the same 
thing so we try to use the practice 
time productively," said Team Cap
tain Zachary Goodwin-Boyd '17. 
"We do our best to control what 
we can control," Ruocco added, 
"the weather just isn't one of those 

things." 
The team also got off to a slow 

five win five loss season start, but 
their performance has improved 
dramatically in recent weeks. 
Goodwin-Boyd said that the slow 
start may have been due to the 

younger players adjusting. "Now 
that some of the younger guys 
are settling into their roles, we're 
playing good baseball," he said, "I 
think it's only going to continue to 
improve as guys get more experi
ence." 

Ruocco also implied that the 
team comraclery has lead to their 
improved performance. "Since the 
beginning of the season the team 
has become closer and more reli
able," Ruocco said. "We all can rely 
on each other to pick the next guy 
up." 

The team has often relied on 
hitting doubles to win their games 
and said they fully expect to keep 
improving over the season. 

Judy Allen makes huge impact on club sports 
Cont. from pa_P,e 1 

I ,dp. "She steered me in the right 
direction on how to actually man
age a club sport. I hadn't even been 
on a club sport team at Wheaton 
before [forming the club], so I had 
no idea what I was doing," evin 
'19 said. "I don't think we would 
have a club without her help." 

President of the .Men's Rugby 
Team Gavi Cohn '17 said that Al
len has had a profound impact on 
club sports. "She just makes my 
job [as a club lcaclerl so much eas
ier," Cohn '17 said. "Judy is really 
helpful whenever thin~ arc diffi
cult. Everything just runs smooth 
and feels official and efficient." 

President of the l ltimate Frisbee 
Club Jesse Charpentier '19 offered 
similar thoughts about the instru-

mental importance of Allen to their 
club. "We really could have never 
gotten to the point we're [at] with
out Judy," Charpentier said. "She 
has been a huge part of organizing 
tournaments and other events, and 
has really advocated for the team 
every time we've been challenged." 

Before Allen was helping various 

club sports at Wheaton to thrive, 
she said she had initial challenges 
adapting to Wheaton's size. "Once 
I got down the initial adjustment of 
a smaller school everything came 
naturally," Allen said. She also said 
that interacting with students is 
the highlight of her job, and "the 
reason why I come to work e,•
ery clay with a smile on my face." 

Allen also works to oversee in
tramural sports, group exercise and 
the fitness center here at Wheaton. 

Assistant Director for Clubs Sports, lntramurals and Fitness center Judy Allem 
Credit: Wheaton College Athletics 


