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semester, the juniors selected a
day to wear [rilly, young girls’
dresses and play childrens’ games
in the Dimple for their last frolic
as underclassmen.

Seniors raced through the
Dimple for hoop rolling at Com-
mencement, another final hoorah
before they graduated.

Field Day, at which classes
competed against cach other in
athletics, was also popular. It
was a tradition for students to
play basketball on Harvard vs.
Yale game days and field
hockey when Brown played
Dartmouth.

And while it wasn't yet tradi-
tion to jump in the pond at least
once before graduation, young
ladies did have the novelty of
pushing in any boy who didn’t
kiss her by the third stroll around
its parameter.

The pond is now even more
central to traditions like the can-

dle lighting ceremony and the
Head of the Peacock race.

Class dinners were frequent,
sister classes planned parties for
each other, and receptions were
abundant. There were specific
rules for how to serenade another
class and how to sing to sports
teams or at parties. Students at-
tended hops and proms, and all
sorts of traditions existed even
within those.

Though many traditions have
fizzled out, senior privileges are
still in place today. Only seniors
can enter the front doors of the
Chapel and sit on the library
steps. Underclassmen who ignore
the warning run the risk of being
thrown into the pond or suffer the
worse fate of being crushed by the
Chapel bell, which 1s said to have
happened once to an unheeding
student.

Other traditions like the white-

glove brunch, tree planting, and

the burial of the treasure box
are left for senior week — during
which new traditions seem to
arise cach year.

Though many things have
changed since 1834, including the
ease of organizing students. our
traditions are what help sustain
what the Class of 1925 described
as “that indefinable something
which we are proud to call THE
WHEATON SPIRIT.” It is this
Wheaton Spirit that emanates
from every brick, tree, and per-
haps even the smell of Peacock
Pond.

Some traditions are outdated,
but courtesy, friendliness, and co-
operation will never go out of
style.

So think twice next time you
consider plopping down on the li-
brary steps and take an extra look
around the dimple to notice the
spirit that emanates on the next

sunny day.
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Renaissance holds Open House for third year

BY CAROLINE GEOGHAN 12
FOR THE WIRE

enaissance House held its

annual Open House on

Friday, September 12 1o
celebrate the beginning of its
third year and introduce its theme
and members to incoming fresh-
men.

Situated at Lindens on Pine
Street, Renaissance house is a
cozy white house with an encr-
getic and inviting atmosphere; its
women of color are committed to
academic excellence and social
responsibility and together form a
close-knit community.

The Open House sought to at-
tract two new freshmen women to
replace the two members who
will be graduating this year.
Women of African-American,
Middle-FEastern, Latino, and
Asian descent, among others, live
in the Renaissance house and help
to create the supporting family
that has emerged.

Yasmin Castro ‘09, an Ameri-
can History major, and Basannya
Babumba *09, a Sociology major,
are co-Presidents of Renaissance
house and graciously spoke about
their home during the Open
House. Babumba is one of the
founding members of the house,
which includes many women who
are largely active on campus,
such as the President of TRYBE.

Aside from Open House, other
traditions held by Renaissance in-
clude the Hello Goodbye at the
end of the year and the Spotlight
party.

The House also strives to be
community service-oriented, and
a past project includes a Sweat-
pants Drive at a local Women's
Shelter. Nadila Yusuf *11 explains
that she joined the Renaissance
house "looking for inspiration
from other women with amazing
leadership qualities."

Yusuf joined during a difficult
time in her life, when she was
battling a disease that invovled
hair loss. She says the community
of the House helped her to suc-
cessfully move past it her illness.

When Sarah Williams *09, an
African-American Diaspora Stud-
ies major, arrived to the Wheaton
campus as a freshman, she felt no
connection with the other students
and considered transferring.

After joining the House. she
connected to the other women
now recalls, "Everyone was goal-
oriented and all of us looked up to
the seniors."

Now Sarah is one of the
women looked up to in the house.

Support, activism, event plan-
ning and academic excellence en-
compass the values of the
Renaissance house.

For past and present members,
the community and friendships that
it has created are irreplaceable.
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REID LAVOIE '09 / FOR THE WIRE

Women from the Renaissance House pose in the living room.

- "

SEX AND THE DIMPLE

Experiments

et’s face it: we all have

our strange sexual fan-

tasies. Or at least we
think they're strange. We live in
a society where sex in general is
still rather hush hush, let alone
sexual activities that don’t con-
form to our notion of “normal.”™

One of my idols in life is Sue
Johansen. host of the late night
advice show Tulk Sex with Sue
Johansen on the Oxygen chan-
nel. Mainly [ love her because
she’s 78 and talks very bluntly
about any and every sex issue.

However, one question that
always bugs me is when people
ask. “My partner likes it when [
do this. Is that normal?”

The first question is, “Well
does it burn. itch or severely
hurt when you do it?"” If the an-
swer is yes, then NO, whatever
your conception of normal may
be, those sensations are not!

But why do people even
care so much about the ap-
proval of others on what they
do in bed (or out of it)? Do
they want to get a consensus
from the general public on their
sexual behaviors? “Check this
box if you've ever...” “Great
honey, more than 50‘2 said yes,
now it's ok for us to do it!™

Who the fuck cares? If you
like it, if it feels good. and if
it’s not hurting you or your
partner in any severe way (a
little hair pulling never hurt
anyone), why should it matter
what other people do?

No one wants to be “that
person” to ask to do something
utterly heinous like *gasp*
anal sex, to be tied up. to do it
on your desk, te wear high
heels in bed, and the list goes
on infinitely. We're all afraid
of rejection and subsequent
judgment. “Ew, gross! How
could you even suggest that?
You're such a pervert!”

But don’t be afraid. Open,
honest dialogue is the key to any
relationship, and in return you
should be open to ideas pro-
posed by your partner. Not say-
ing vou should try something if
you're just utterly uncomfort-
able with it, but just be open.

Experimenting is good. Af-
terwards you may say it’s not
for you, but hey. at least now
you know. Just a little fun and
education. Isn’t that what col-
lege is all about?

— Katie Franklin '09
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ESPN reporter writes book to examine youth sports’ crisis

BY MARIS JAHNKE 11
FOR THE WIRE

hat happens when you

combine the American

Dream, a three-year-
old child, and parents looking for
a way to make their son or daugh-
ter a star? Tom Farrey, the author
of Game On: The All American
Race to Make Champions of Our
Children (ESPN Publishing,
2008), reports that the result is a
national disorder revolving
around youth sports. Farrey, a
reporter for ESPN, explores the
effects that athletic participation

exerts on both the individual par-
ticipant and the nation’s culture.

Farrey begins his well-com-
posed research with the story of
Tiger Woods, a child turned golf
star at age two by his father.
Farrey’s question is whether or
not we should blame Earl Woods
for the harsh regiment that he put
his son through just so that Tiger
could be the best in the sport.

It is not only parents, however;
that pressure kids. A growing cul-
tural movement, stemming back to
the creation of youth sports in the
early 20th century, has mandated
the involvement of young children

in a specific sport, suggesting that
they may not be successful in later
years without this background. ‘The
NCAA is guilty of stirring up much
of this frenzy, promising scholar-
ship money and acceptance ifto
clite schools based upon sports
recognition instead of academic tal-
ent. As a result, children are forced
to be specializegd in one sport start-
ing from their first steps.

Farrey illustrates that many
town recreational tcams are
replaced by elite, competitive
teams that exclude most of the
kids who are just trying to have
fun. The result is a sharp decrease

in participation by kids of all ages.

This separation serves to enhance
the obesity found throughout the
United States.

Between persistent parents,
greedy U.S. Olympic
Committees, incompetent coach-
es, and the national pressure to be
great, how can we have any hope
for the future? What can be
changed about this rampant cul-
tural disease? Farrey not only
acknowledges these problems in
his book. he also reflects upon
some possible remedies. He sug-
gests that the desire to fix the
issue, combined with new rules

for the NCAA, age restrictions on
competitive travel, and efforts to
bring the grassroots sports teams
back to communities and schools.
As the next generation of parents,
we have a choice: we can suc-
cumb to the cultural tides and fur-
ther damage and distance our
children, or we can rise above it
and accept children for who they
are.

Elaborating upon the princi-
ples set forth in his book,
Farrey will be giving a free lec-
ture on Wednesday, Sept. 24 at
7 p.m. in the Holman Room of
Mary Lyon.

DisOrient creates noise, wows audience

BY MARISSA BERGMAN ‘11
FOR THE WIRE

n response to DisOrient, an
evening of Asian American
performance art with Tomie
Hahn and Wendy Tsu. David
Elkund 11 says, “The Asian cul-
tures have a knack for finding
eloquence in simplicity.” The
concert was compulsory for
Eklund’s Art in East Asia class
and for the World music classes.
The performance ranged from
meditative breathing to impro-
vised noise. Hahn began the
concert by involving the audience
in a breathing exercise in which
the room inhaled with Hahn and
then exhaled slowly as she
played on a bamboo flute. She
commented, “it’s like a big lung,

when a whole room breathes
together,” This first, participatory
piece set a peaceful mood.

The exchange of air from
inside the body to the outside
world, Hahn explained; as well
as the meditative atmosphere set
by the first piece, became themes
throughout the rest of the perfor-
mance.

Hahn next played a simple and
breathtaking solo originally played
as a duet. This piece expressed-the
exchange between two deer on a
foggy evening. This song, in addi-
tion to a duet of improvised per-
formance, developed the night’s
theme of exchange.

Wendy Tsu joined Hahn in the
middle of the performance to
improvise noise. Hahn and Tsu
struck accidental unison in this

improvisational section creating
noise that sounded like a cohe-
sive whole. They found syn-
chronicity in this experimenta-
tion and prolonged it in order to
make the most of the moment.

Their instruments included a
bamboo flute, an electric guitar,
and other various objects. The
sounds these instruments melded
together to create what Hahn called
“beautiful noise™ out of high whis-
tles, low rasp, and delicate guitar
feedback. This combination struck
the ear and seemed to resonate
within the body, the sound pene-
trating down to the bones.

Eklund describes his favorite
part of the music as being when
the sound “swelled to where it was
almost throbbing and then it
waned down to almost nothing.”

The music, ranging from sounds
reminiscent of underscoring an
alien encounter to peaceful sound-
scapes exposed the audiene to new
experiences and captivating noise.

MARINA WHITE ‘41 / WIRE STAFF
The performers at DisOrient encour-
aged audience participation.

Dougherty art revealed at reception, awes crowd

“Twisted Sisters."

BY ANN OBERMEYER ‘12
FOR THE WIRE

atrick Dougherty gave his

long awaited lecture on

Sept. 19 in front of a
packed crowd in Weber Theater.
He spoke about work with
sculpting and his recently com-
pleted piece “Twisted Sisters™
which currently resides on the
edge of Peacock Pond.

Members from the Wheaton

community learned more from
Dougherty than just the tech-
nique behind his work; they
learned about what it means to
be an artist, a creator, and a
humble man whose work,

MARINA WHITE 11 / WIRE sTAFF according to Art Professor Tripp
After weeks of dedicated work, Dougherty formally unveiled his sculpture,

Evans who introduced him,
achieves “nostalgia for magic

[and] confidence in the world.™

Dougherty’s humility as an
artist and a man is evident. His
work is, like all great art, created
purely out of necessity and love
of creation. He said that he once
gave himself permission to cre-
ate without focusing on being an
“artist.” He allowed his true self
to manifest and, as a result, so
did his art.

The nature of a sculptor is
reflected as much in his speech
as in his work: “Twisted Sisters™
is quiet, unassuming, surprising,
and evokes genuine curiosity. In
a world that is going faster and
faster, art without agenda and
authentic creators are gems that
are hard to find. Wheaton is
lucky to have found both in
Patrick Dougherty.

MFA sponsors
college night

BY SARAH BRAND ‘10
FOR THE WIRE

he Boston Museum of

Fine Arts (MFA), will host

College Night on
Thursday, Sept. 25 from 6 p.m.
to midnight. This annual event,
free to students who bring their
school 1Ds, is a social gathering
that brings together students
from local colleges and universi-
ties to meet and mingle while
exploring the museum.

The event will feature two
performances by St. Vincent,
comprised of Berklee College
alums and PLUG award artist of
the year Annie Clark. This night
will also include a scavenger
hunt, student D.J., and a coffee
house performance by singer-
songwriter Liz Longley. At
10:00 pm is a screening of a
*Raiders of the Lost Ark™ adap-
tation that has attracted the
attention of Steven Spielberg
and multiple critics at [ilm festi-
vals.

Students will have access to
the museum’s encyclopedic col-
lection as well as a number of
special exhibits, including Art
and Empire: Treasures from
Assyria in the British Museum,
Imperishable Beauty: Art
Nouveau Jewelry, Karsh 100: A
Biography in [mages, and
Winslow Homer: American
Scenes.

An extra bit of fun is that the
scavenger hunt will be guided by
text-message clues! Visit
www.mfa,org for more informa-
tion.
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Negative Ads effective campaign
strategy for presidential candidates

BY SARA BANNERMAN 10
WIRE STAFF

Everyone claims they hate negative
Campaign ads, but then why do they
Work? Are they an adequate way to
Win voters? Shouldn’t the candidates
highlight their strengths rather than
twist instances to frame their oppo-
hents as “Wrong for America?”

According to Political Science
Professor Jay Goodman, negative cam-
Paign ads work because they come
from credible sources, and there is
some truth in them.

Negative campaign ads are targeted
almost entirely at ambiguous candi-
dates who have not been on the politi-
cal scene for long, which is why in this
election there have been more negative
ads targeted at Obama than there have
been at McCain.

The first and one of the most
famous negative campaign ads was
Lyndon B. Johnson’s “Daisy Girl™ ad
in 1964. Johnson's opponent, Barry
Goldwater, had stated that America
needs 1o be prepared for war.
Goldwater's statement is juxtaposed
With a deep voice counting down to a
nuclear bomb explosion while an inno-
cent young girl picks the petals off a
daisy.

In 1988, George H. Bush ran two of
the most negative campaign ads against
Michael Dukakis. which many believe
cost Dukakis the election. Leaving the
National Conventions at the end of
July, a Gallup poll showed Dukakis

favored 55% to 38%.

However, once the campaign really
began in the fall. the “Willie Horton™
;m[l “Revolving Door™ ads focused on
Dukakis’s alleged support of Weekend
Passes for prisoners. Dukakis’s lead
shrunk immensely.

On election day, November 8. 1988,
Dukakis won only ten states and the
District of Columbia. The Swift Boat
ads may have lost the election for
Kerry in 2004, which brings us to
today’s election.

Senator John McCain will have a
much easier time airing negative cam-
paigns against Barack Obama for the
reasons Professor Goodman explains:
Obama has only been in the limelight
for four years, and his unique back-
ground provides material for attacks
and distortions aimed at key, culturally
conservative voter groups.

This isn’t to say that Obama's cam-
paign hasn't engaged in negative cam-
paigning (such as one commercial
regarding the seven houses McCain
uu?ns currently), but the McCain cam-
paign has been broadly criticized for
{rying to associate Obama with nega-
tive images.

As examples. the McCain campaign
has tried to demean Obama's large and
enthusiastic crowds by associating him
with Paris Hilton and Britney Spears.

Further, the McCain camp has
accused Obama of having ties to
American terrorists through William
Aver. a4 1960s radical who is now
ro.:lin’mud and very active in social

work. On the same note, the right wing
has accused Obama of being a Muslim
terrorist, and used his name to make
him appear too foreign,

Most recently, McCain has used
Obama’s Illinois voting record, some-
thing difficult for the average person 1o
access, to create a sex education ad in
which the last line is about Obama's
alleged support for "comprehensive sex
education” to kindergarteners before
they learn to read.

In reality, he and the Illinois PTA
supported precautious measures to
teach young children about the differ-
ence between appropriate and inappro-
priate touching for their own safety.

The reason these negative ads work
is because, in order to fight back, a
politician must "explain" why the ini-
tial claim is misleading and then
counter with a stronger message, which
is very difficult to do in 28 seconds.

So what should the Obama cam-
paign do? Should they stoop to the
Republican level and create ads about,
for example, Sarah Palin’s pregnant
daughter? (To me, her family issues
aren’t her biggest flaw or the most rel-
evant issues to this election.)

Thus far. the Obama campaign has
called the MeCain ads shameful and
full of lies, but will this tactic continue
to work? Only time will tell,

In the meantime. cach of us needs to
view these negative ads very skeptical-
ly and use fact-checking websites and
other sources to make decisions on the
issues and facts that really matter,

The House of Representatives passed an energy bill 236-
189 to allow offshore drilling between 50 and 100 miles off

the coast

CIA director Michael Hayden announced that Osama Bin
Laden is no longer thought to be the head of day-to-day
operations of Al-Qaeda. Hayden continued to say that Bin
Laden's capture would still have a positive impact on
American citizens, however.

The Federal Reserve Board announced a $85 billion plan
to aid the falling insurance company, American

International Group (AIG). AIG is active in over 130 coun-
tries world wide and currently employs over 10,000 people.

Al-Qaeda was blamed for an attack on the US embassy in
Yemen that left 10 Yemeni police and civilians and one
American teenager dead. Attackers dressed up as security
forces and detonated two car bombs and at least two other
explosions in the attack.

Actor and former baseball minor leaguer Jason Petcka
went on frial for allegedly beating his girlfriend’s cat to
death. Petcka, who appeared on Sex and the City and
Brawny advertisements, is charged with aggravated animal

cruelty.

19 Mexican prisoners are dead and another 60 wounded
after a day long riot in Tijuana's overcrowded prison. 220
inmates were transferred to other prisons in response,
according to Secretary-general of Baja California
Francisco Blake Mora.

Just over a year of the Minneapolis bridge collapse, the
city officially opened the replacement “smart bridge.” The
bridge has sensors that will collect data and wam of small |

WEEK IN REVIEW
September 1.5 - Septenber 22

problems that need to be fixed before they become monu-
mental. The old bridge collapsed August 1, 2007, killing 13

people.

Four children are dead and 6,200 more sick after drinking
milk contaminated with melanimine in mainland China. Milk
and dairy products have been recalled from 22 companies.

Nation needs president to be prominent leader

BY JOHN THOMAS '09
WIRE STAFF

On September 15, the 158-
year old investment bank
Lehman Brothers filed for bank-
ruptey. Another legendary firm,
Merrill Lynch. sold itself to a
financially healthier firm. the
Bank of America, in an effort to
avoid Lehman's fate. Eight days
carlier, the federal government
seized Fannie Mae and Freddie
Mac. On September 17, AIG. one
of the world’s largest insurance
companies was teetering on the
brink prompting the federal gov-
ernment to effectively take it
over. In the four days after the
fall of Lehman, Merrill, and AIG,
shares of financial titans Morgan
Stanley and Goldman Sachs fell

precipitously (30 and 20 percent
respectively) prompting Morgan
Stanley to begin talks to pull a
Merrill Lynch and merge with a
healthier firm — in this case,
Wachovia. Furthermore,
Washington Mutual, recognizing
its dire straits. has put itself up
for sale. In the meantime, stock
markets around the world are
seeing drastic declines (on top of
what has alrcady been a very
painful year for global markets)
with banks in the United
Kingdom doing some of their
own reshuffling. On top of all
this, unemployment spiked high-
er in August to 6.1%. which is
not unheard of by any means, but
it certainly is not encouraging.
In light of this situation —
which has Wall Streeters terri-

fied, Main Streeters anxious, and
some observers questioning if
this is the end of capitalism -
where is our President? On
September 15, the day the recent
chaos began, President Bush
spoke for sixty-five seconds
about the economy during a press
conference with the President of
Ghana. In contrast, on that same
day. Treasury Secretary Hank
Paulson spoke for more than thir-
teen minutes at a press confer-
ence. On September 18, as news
spread that Morgan Stanley
might need to be acquired to sur-
vive, Bush spoke for 114 seconds
about the economy. For compari-
son, Bush spoke numerous times,
often for many minutes about
Hurricane Gustav. No doubt
Gustav brought devastation to

many areas of the gulf, but, as
market madman Jim Cramer puts
it this is about the fate of the
Western financial world.

There is nothing wrong with
hearing from Hank Paulson: he is
a smart, hardworking public ser-
vant, and actually, his comments
are probably more practically
useful than anything Bush can
say. However, he is not the man
America elected to lead the coun-
try. Our national leaders are often
Judged and remembered in histo-
ry by their performances in the
darkest times. Lincoln eschewed
vengeance in the Gettysburg
Address. FDR refused to give in
to hopelessness in the depths of
the Depression, and Reagan took
office because Jimmy Carter did
not provide the confident leader-

ship the nation needed. If any
President in history knows what
it means to provide confident but
sincere and honest leadership in
times of crisis, it should be Bush.
It was moments like standing on
the rubble of the World Trade
Center with one arm around a
firefighter and a bullhorn in the
other, or walking confidently to
the mound at Yankee stadium in
the World Series and throwing a
perfect strike for the first pitch
that helped the nation heal and
gave Bush an approval rating
north of 85 percent. In times of
uncertainty, seeing confidence in
our leaders helps us feel that
things will be all right. The prob-
lem is, before we can see confi-
dence in Bush, we first have to
see him.
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SPORTS

Scores and

Schedules

RECENT RESULTS

Men's Soccer

9/20 Wheaton 4, Springfield 2
9/21 Wheaton 4, Williams 2
Women's Soccer

9/17 Wheaton 1, Western New
England 0

9/20 Wheaton 5, Husson 3

Volleyball

9/20 Wheaton 0, Coast Guard 3

9/20 Wheaton 2, Bridgewater St 3

Field Hockey

9/16 Wheaton 1, Bridgewater St 0

9/20 Wheaton 1, Union 3

9/21 Wheaton 1, RPI 6

Women’s Tennis

9/20 Wheaton 9, Springfield 0

9/21 Wheaton 9, Colby 0

Men's Cross Country

9/20 Umass-Dartmouth Inv: 23rd

Women's Cross Country

9/20 Umass-Dartmouth Inv: 14th

Men's Rugby

9/21 Wheaton 0, Roger Williams 17

Women's Rugby

9/21 Wheaton 40, Wentworth 0
UprcOMING GAMES

Men's Soccer

9/27 Home vs. Brandeis 1pm

9/30 At Wesleyan 4pm

Women's Soccer

9/24 Home vs. Tufts 4:30pm

8/27 Home vs. Mount Halyoke 1pm
Volleyball

9/23 Home vs. Babson 7pm

98/27 Home vs. Emmanuel 2pm
Field Hockey

9/27 At Mount Holyoke 1pm

8/30 At Wesleyan 2pm

Women’s Tennis

9/26-28 At ITA Regional Tournament
9/30 At Wellesley 4pm

Men's Rugby

9/28 Home vs. Mass Maritime 1pm
Women's Rugby

9/28 At Bently 1pm

Field hockey starts new approach with success

BY HAYDEN BIRD ‘09
SPORTS EDITOR

The maturation of the
Wheaton field hockey team is
without a doubt one of the more
fascinating sports topics on cam-
pus this fall. It is unique that such
a process is even taking place,
given the fact that last season
was quietly one of the more suc-
cessful years in recent memory.
That said, ninth year coach
Rebecca Begley has many ques-
tions as the Lyons move through
their early season schedule.

Having only a handful of
returning starters and counting
the loss of departed senior Sara
Dimick, Wheaton entered the
year with a host of issue to deal
with. However, the early signs
appear to be positive. With eight
games gone the Lyons find them-
selvesatasolid  start.

Although there were early
questions about leadership, senior
captain Alisa Ardito seems capa-
ble of steering the team in a posi-
tive direction. A force ever since
stepping foot on campus in the
fall of 2005, Ardito entered this
year having chalkedupan  _
impressive 22 goals. A four year
player, Ardito says that her expe-
rience has helped in knowing
how to lead.

“Being a part of any team as
an upperclassmen you somehow
just know how to do your job
when the time comes™ notes
Ardito. “But I think the way our
team, especially, works it really
helps teaching everyone how to
lead every step along the way, so
when you are a senior and its
your turn you know what to do.
Not to mention the juniors are
such a strong group that [ don’t
ever feel like the only leader.”

The group of juniors who
Ardito sites are indeed a source
of comfort for coach Begley. In
players such as Andrea Bagley,
Alex Block, Rachel Alfiero,
Cassie Abel and Andria Laroche,
the Lyons sport a formidable
class. Among this group. Alex
Block was chosen as co-captain.
The California native is as versa-
tile as she is potent in front of
net.

Noting that her adaptation to
being captain is “going really
well,” Block echoed many of
Ardito’s sentiment. “The juniors
on our team really have to step
up with our senior.”

A large theme attached to
coach Begley's squad this season
is how the ten freshmen will fair
in their first season of college
field hockey. As they compese a
major contingent in the team,
many of the freshmen will be
expected to fill large shoes.

On this topic, junior defender
Cassie Abel expressed confi-
dence: “We're really young, but
our freshmen have been stepping
up really well.” Abel usually has
a good vantage point, playing at
her normal position as an integral
part of the Lyons defence, of the
maturation of the skilled under-
classmen.

Another major development is
the adopted style of play the
Lyons have begun using this sea-
son. Its origins were in the
Argentina tour coach Begley and
her team made last spring. In wit-
nessing the South American
school of hockey, the team has
formed a hybrid style combining
the American style of fitness ori-
ented play and the South
American style revolving around
stick skill.

On top of this, Wheaton ended
up coming back with a new assis-

JORDON GRAHAM 12/ WIRE STAFF

Wheaton's new style is no substitute for tenacious play in the course of a
game. The Lyons hope to improve on a solid early season start.

tant coach, Suevia Greloni Pierri.
Initially serving as a guide for the
team on their visit to Argentina,
she will now join the staff full-
time. This will help the Lyons in
their effort to play more like the
fluid style they saw last spring.
Wheaton’s season has not
gone without misfortune. This
has manifested itself in a rash of

injuries ranging in severity that
has handicapped the team. It
should be noted however that this
hasn’t curtailed early season aspi-
rations for a post season birth. A
tough early season schedule has
seen Wheaton work for their very
respectable  record. They
will look to build on this as they
continue in conference play.
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Women’s cross country running for supremacy in new season

BY MATT NOONAN ‘09
WIRE STAFF

Here at Wheaton College the
women’s cross-country team has
Yet again begun another fall cam-
paign. Coming into the season
the overall goal is similar to all
fall sports teams, conquer theit
Opponents and return to Norton
With a NEWMAC trophy in
hand. Although a different atti-
tude has been sensed by, team co-
Captain Amanda Rawson, who
SEEs something special in her
Squad this season. Indeed the
!1:1rd work cthic is there, but more
IMportantly coming together has
dteam is what will keep this core
intact to succeed.

“I want nothing more than to
See them reach their full potential
and [ want to try and help them
With that as much as 1 can.” The
lcudcrs‘hip of Rawson is clearly
Something that will continue to
EXpand throughout the season. As
much as the captains play an
Important part, junior Sarah
Brand expanded on that thought
by expressing that also the coach-
es have been vital with helping
the team come together as one.

“Our coaches teach us to work
With cach other, so as teammates,

GET IN THE GAME

we strive to stick with each other
in practice and encourage one
another to push beyond our com-
fort zones.” With this concept of
team in place the Lyons will
count on all members to be ready
to help win their numerous meets
in anyway possible.

Last season, the Lyons fin-
ished second overall in their ever
so important NEWMAC
Chamipionship meet, but clearly
showed strides of improvement
in the many other races this team
took part in. The 2008 scason
began on September 6, 2008 and
the Lyons started off strong, but
finished in third place at the
Amherst Invitational.

While third place may not
sound too great, Rawson
explained it was indeed a great
way to begin the season. *Qur
lhi;d place finish at the Ambherst
invitational was a great start 10
the scason. The first meet of the
season is.always a learning expe-
rience, especially for the younger
athletes. You learn a great deal
about team chemistry during the
first couple races. With our first
race behind us 1'm looking for-
ward to an even better perfor-
mance at U-Mass Dartmouth.”™

Following this carly season

meet, the Lyons will take part in
the U-Mass Dartmouth
Invitational on September 20,
2008, which they hope to
improve upon a 11th place finish
in 2007, Of course the big meet
of them all will take place at
Franklin Park in Boston, on
November 1. 2008, when the
Lyons will take on their numer-
ous NEWMAC opponents for a
chance to be crowned NEWMAC
Champions.

This is always a big meet and

Rawson clearly put it into per-
spective that this is what they
train hard for all season. “NEW-
MACS is the most important race
of the season. Our entire team
will race during NEWMACS and
this meet marks the beginning of
championship season.

It’s a very important meet
because we compete against
everyone in our league for the
championship.” With the
NEWMAC's in mind, the Lyons
will certainly be keeping their

eye on the prize and try to cap-
ture their second title in school
history, which last came in 2004.
Finally, Rawson explained
how this years team will indeed
be one that will work hard and
stay focused throughout all prac-
tices and meets. “I've seen how
hard they work both on the
course and in the classroom and |
admire their drive, I really think
very highly of them and I hope
they meet with nothing but suc-
cess in the seasons to come.™

COURTESY OF WHEATON ATHLETICS
This season Wheaton boasts of a talented squad with a good mix of upper and underclassmen.

Wheaton’s answer to Peter Gammons lalks of jinxes, playoffs and the Fall Classic

BY CHUCK PLATT 10
WIRE STAFF

Baseball is my favorite sport.
But even I, devout fan that I am,
lose interest in the “boys of sum-
mer” over the summer months.
At some point, as June slides into
July, the novelty of the new sea-
son wears ofl. Frankly, by this
point, it isn’t even “new™.

Let’s face it: the regular sea-
son is a drawn out, tedious, 162-
game marathon. And its not like
baseball is a sport that has ever
been known for its speed.
However, in its protracted nature,
bascball, perhaps more so than
any other professional sport, dis-
tinguishes its pretenders from its
contenders. That's why we know
the Tampa Bay Rays are, to put it
colloquially, for real. (Although
their team batting average of .261
is one of the worst in the AL)

So here we are now, in this
month of September, when post-
season fortunes are either real-

ized or denied. We are past those
“dog days™ of August and are
now near the end of that
marathon that is the regular sea-
son. The finish line tape is in
sight.

While there is no Rockies-
esque team out there this year,
sprinting furiously to the finish,
this year’s edition of September
is still producing drama, particu-
larly in the National League. The
Milwaukee Brewers, who had a
comfortable grip on the wild card
for all of August and into this
month, now find themselves in
dire straights, fighting for their
October lives with the equally-
cooked New York Mets and the
confident and cool Philadelphia
Phillies.

The Phillies are, once again,
putting the September pressure
on the Mets, who are desperately
hoping to avoid a repeat of last
year’s historic collapse. The other
division titles lack drama. They
have not generated much buzz

outside of the Windy City, but the
Cubs, yes, the Cubs, are looking
like a team that could win it all,
barring goat sightings or another
run-in with Steve Bartman.

[ may have just jinxed them.
That said. the Cubbies have
had things pretty well in hand all

summer though. And as well as
C.C. Sabathia and Cliff Lee have
been pitching. lookout for the
equally nasty Rich Harden, who
has been on an absolute tear
since being traded to Chicago
from Qakland.

The Dodgers enjoy some
breathing room between them
and the second-place
Diamondbacks. After a seven
year run at Fenway Park, the hit
musical “Manny Being Manny™
is enjoying success in Chavez
Ravine. Enjoy the long haul, Los
Angeles.

The playoff scenarios are not
nearly as wild in the American
League. The Angels have had the
AL west locked up since

September 10,

The Rays and Red Sox, mean-
while, will play tug-of-war over
the AL East division crown, but
with the knowledge that the loser
in that fight will be the winner of
the wild card. Winning the divi-
sion is probably of great psycho-
logical importance to the young
Floridian usurpers than it is to
their seasoned October veterans
to the north.

Only one legitimate race
remains, and that in the AL
Central. The Twins and White
Sox traded first place on a seem-
ingly daily basis through July and
August. Then again, it might
come down to the very last game,
to the very last inning, to the very
last pitch.

Maybe that’s the beauty of
baseball, maybe that’s what,
come September and October,
unfailingly draws millions of
Americans to hang on every last
pitch of one of the world’s slow-
est sports. The pure, heart-pound-

ing drama, that agonizing wait to.
paradoxically, just be done with it
all. Come on, just strike him out!
Just please, get a hit! [ hope we
can get out of this mning!

Looking at recent bascball
history. this should all come as
little surprise. To recap some of
the highlights of this decade so
far: the Diamondbacks nipped the
Yankees in a fantastic and emo-
tionally-charged Fall Classic in
2001. The Yankees and Red Sox
have locked horns twice for epic
October clashes. Boston has won
not just one but two champi-
onships. The Chicago White Sox
also excised some historic
demons, winning in 2005. And
then when we think we’ve seen it
all, “Rocktober™ happens, and
we're collectively left shaking
our heads in disbelief.

What lies ahead for this year’s
edition of late-season and post-
season baseball is totally
unknown, and that’s why we
watch. Go Sox.
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What's Happening

Upcoming events . and oii campus

\

Want to have your events
publicized here?

Just email wire@wheatonma.edo with
the date. time, and location nt least
two weeks in advanee.

seese

ThurSday 9:00am-3:00pm - Vendor: Friday 12:30pm-1:30pm - Women's Lunghcs: Meet and {

Wonyea - African craft items, interact with women students, staff and faculty

. : . : Movies that open Sept. 2
09/25 jewelry, scarves, art work @ 09/26 and discuss the issues that impact our communi- S Emper) SEL ZOM
Atrium, Balfour ty @ Marshall Center for Intercultural Learning . . <
3:00pm - Boston Connection: "College Night' @ 7:30pm - Concert: Ben Folds @ Orpheum Theatre, Boston M'L"‘:;l‘; z’é)“- e
Museum of Fine Arts Bus Leaves Lot 2 and will 8:00pm - Concert: New Kids On the Block @ TD Banknorth Garden, i
return after midnight 11 Boston Choke (R)
7:30pm - Concert: Citizen Cope BOLLECE 8:00pm - Theater: Tyler Perry’s The Marriage Counselor through Lagle Eye
Solo Acoustic Performance @ mm 9/28@ Wang Theatre, Boston (PG-13)
Grptiegriheahs Bost()n. — Wipm - Courtyard party in EECS quad. Carnival theme, alcohol ngzhts &
9:00pm - Concert: Sonya Kitchell @ Paradise Rock provided for those 21+, goes until midnight. ' I\};)Grln]n}thv
. (PG-13)
CTRlrdasion 9:00pm - Concert: Max Creek @ Lupo's Heartbreak Hotel,
00pm-11:00pm - “Fatal Providence TI’(")L”""‘E
; ; ; nes (R)
Qn[r?cncl)?) FF:" o DeaPth a?n(: Wa® -the 9:00pm - BACCHUS movie: Wanted @ Hindle
L e A i ki mamagP Auditorium, Science Center

on research demonstrating how ~unsel
e bout death influence :

con.t,.crr}s about dea ) _4“‘ L ‘ ; Lomult B A Showcase Cinemas '

?z|;;éi«;0z2€:erentes @ Lyons Den : ' } : 3 Xe® 5 R o ‘ 640 S. Washington Street

I : 3 ' N. Attleboro, MA 02760

10:00pm - Live at the Loft: Chad I BAOnG

Perrone (Folk Rock/Pop) @ the Loft, - ¥
| Balfour

11:00am-4:00pm -

, . 9:00: 00pm - Vend
Satu rday Wheaton Professional Sunday 5:00pm-6:00pm - Catholic Mass @ Monday et l-nie:,velr!;fn(]o A;lr:'(’;])r

09/27 Conference: An opportuni- 09/28 Cole Chapel basement 09/29 Balfour
L e Io'oducale yourself and 7 - foncer: New'- 7:30pm - Concert: Alanis Morissette @ Providence
network with alums from various career paths @ Found Glory @ Lupo's g
, ; Performing Arts Center
Holman Room, Mary Lyon : Heartbreak Hotel, Ao - Bt 4
: idence :00pm - Concert: Rachae
1:00pm - Wheaton Men's Soccer vs. Brandeis X Providence \’1:111;;11!.1 @ Café 939
1:00pm - Wheaton Women's Soccer vs, Mount 7:30pm - Concert: New Kids Berklee Boston
' m On the Block @ TD Banknorth ;

Holyoke

:30pm-6:30pm - Wheaton Saturday Shuttle: Go to
Emerald Square Mall, Wrentham

Outlets, Mansfield Crossing, Target

and Hannaford Supermarket @

Slype (arch on Howard St), Upper

Campus (free)

Garden, Boston | 7:00pm - Lecture: The Largest .
b 58:00pm - Canyon in the Ocean hy
C.onccr:- M:chol.lc Ridgway, marine

' Ratatat @ ecologist @ Harborside
Paradise Rock Learning Lab, New England

Aquarium
Club, Boston Rt

2:00pm - Wheaton Women's
Volleyball vs. Emmanuel

4:00pm - Boston Bruins vs. Washington Capitals @ 9:00am-3:00pm - Vendor: Jim :00am-3:00pm -
TD Banknorth Garden, Boston TUESday - buying and selling CD's, wednESday Vendor: Iarry Nelson

: 6:00pm - Concert: 09/30/ DPVD's @ Atrium, Balfour ‘ 10/01° - silver jewelry @
: Meotion City : 5:00pm - Readings by the Atrium, Balfour ‘
Soundtrack & Writer: Tess Taylor, poet @ May Room, Mary Lyon 4:30pm - Wheaton Women's Soccer ys. Amherst

Chiodos @ Lupo's 5:30pm - Asian Latinos and Globalization: 7:30pm - Concert: Common and N*E*R*D @
Hear}hroak Hotel, “Constructions of America's Oldest and Newest Orpheum Theatre, Boston
Providence Identity.” Dr. Evelyn Hu-DeHart takes us on an

" . e s - Concert:
7:30pm - Concert: exploration of the trans-Pacific movement of peo- 7230Pn

Janet Jackson @ TD

Brad Paisley @ ples, cultures, languages, com- L S, gy e e

Dunkin' Donuts modities, and investment Hadton l 3

Center, Providence through five centuries of time @ 3

7:30pm - New Ellison Lecture, Watson

England Revolution 7:00pm-8:00pm - Come watch

vs. Columbus Crew BBC's award winning series, |
@ Gillette Stadium, Planet Earth on the Big Screen! ;
Foxborough, MA Brought to you by the Ecoalition § "
9:00pm - BACCHUS @ Ellison Lecture Hall, Watson : ;
movie: Wanted @ 8:00pm - Concert: Enrique Iglesias / Aventura @ \
Hindle Auditorium, Agganis Arena, Boston ‘

Science Center
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