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Editorial

The Boston fire which hes been a source of so much suf-
fering and disaster, is another proof of the need of prompt,
energetic 2ction in cases of emergency.

Wheaton Seminary conggratulates herself that she has no
Vansard roof for the fire fiend to sit on but at the same
time she regrets her lack of fire-extinguishers. ©Should the
devouring monster pey her a visit, entire destruction must
speedily follow.

Since the question has arisen, what shall be done in case
of such an emergency, I have been trying to bring the subject
home and predict the probe ble course of my classmates in such
a situation.

About eleven O'clock at night is heard the cry of, fireil!l
fire!! and out rush the girl, pell-mell, almost tumbling over
one another in their haste to reach the bottom of the stair-
case. I am on the point of following when my room-mate ex-
claims, Stop} get your clothes - roll them in a sheet - take
the pictures - 0, dear, dear, What shall we do? cries my
neighbor opposite - I declare I can't find anything! upon
which she darts off with Dr. Hopkin's "Science of Moruls",
and & piece of soap! determined that even a fire shall not de-
moralize her, mind or body. Her self-possessed room-mate pro-
ceeds to gather up the valuables in the quiet way so character-
istic of her, when out rushes a merry class-mate exclaiming,
Oh} girls T'm all discombobolated! '‘Dew help your grandmother

out with these things.

‘One with her customary kindness of heart is on the look=-




VOl .18, no .l —30-

out for everyone but herself. She carries all the bundles
and boxes within reach! and, while her own property is burn-
ing, Mrs. Metcalf's plants, photograph albums, class pic-
tures etc. are borne away to a place of security. Quite as
conspicuous is our independent friend who goes straignt a=-
head, agking no advice and taking none.

Our conscientious classmate, too, would be an active
agent in removing every-thing portable from the Seminary.
Rven in a time of so much confusion she manifests her scholar-
ly disposition by saving the final mark book, and stands Dy
her post as did Casabianca, having the good sense, however
not to sacrifice her life for less important matters.

I can see one who would seek to be guided. It would be;
Shall I take this? and this? Do you think I can carry that?
What shall you take? etc. Exactly opposite is she, who would
invariably choose the imperative mood, present tense, and by
her personal authority endeavor to still the panic. As a
class, there is one stumbling block to our success in cases
of emergency, which we very much regret. In conseguence of
our diminutive statues, our services would probably be con-
gidered of no value, or we should be run over bythe crowd.

It would be said, O, they cannot do any-thing, iheir arms are
too short; and so we should be condemned as drones, instead
of commended as busy bees.

If any-one in school has the least inventive genius, will
she not do us the favor, to construct a stretching machine,
We offer a large reward to any person, who will furnish us

the means for accomplishing the desired end; namely, the
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atteinment of six feet or thereabouts.

We are thoroughly fatigued with hanging over doors,
balancing on our toes, jumping etc. for not the least gain
is perceptible. Tor, our consolation however, we recollect
that Joan of Arc was of medium stature, as were also many
other noted women whom we might mention.

Thig encourages us to hope that we may yet perform
daring physical feets and thus illustrate the trputh, "that
powerful medicines are often done up in the smallest pack-
ages." We would not however, overlook the great importance
of mental discipline in all times of trial and danger. The
old proverb says, "The pen is mightier than the sword" but,
for myself I sincerely hope it will never be my fate to em-
ploy the former instrument under any more trying circum-
stances, than writing an Editorial.

Nov. 26, 1l872.
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